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PREFACE. TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


In preparing a reissue of this volume I have 
taken careful account of every criticism, private 
or published, which promised me help in ren- 
dering it more accurate and complete. A few 
corrections have consecjhently- been introduced 
into the Biography. But I have not seen 
reason to modify any of the interpretations 
which repeated study and long reflection had 
led me to put upon the Philosophy. 

I hope that thft Index of Subjects and Index 
of References now added will be acceptable, 
the one to the literary reader, the other to the 
student of Spinoza’s writings, in his compari- 
son of related passages and his determination 
of doubtful doctrine. 


Loxixur, May 19, 1883. 




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

I should hardly have undertaken to write this 
little book, had I foreseen the appearance of Mr. 
F. Pollock’s comprehensive and masterly volume 
on the same subject. Happily the contrasted 
scale of the two saves me from the danger of 
comparison ; while a sufficient raison d'etre may 
be found for both in the different points of view 
which they carry with them through criticisms 
saldom much at variance. 

From some want of skill in compressed expo- 
sition, I could not bring my account of Spinoza 
within the limits prescribed for the volumes in 
Professor Knight’s “ Philosophical Classics,” for 
which series it was intended. As it has there- 
fore to appear on its own account, I have tried to 
give it greater completeness by adding a chapter 
on the biblical criticism contained in the Trac- 
tatus Theologico-Politicus. 



viii PREFACE. 

The recent appearance of Van Vloten and 
Land’s authoritative edition of Spinoza’s extant 
writings has enabled me to concentrate upon it 
most of the references which else would have 
been dispersed over many separate works. It is 
true that only the first volume has as yet been 
published. But, through the ready kindness of 
Dr. Land, I have been furnished with the nume- 
rical arrangement of the Correspondence in the 
second volume ; so that it is only for the Memoir 
by Coler that I have beefi still obliged to refer to 
Paulus’s edition. 

I am indebted to the kindness and special 

o 

learning of Mr. Joseph Jacobs for an introduction 
to some of the critical writings which have been 
useful to me, particularly those«of Joel, Van der 
Linde, and Land ; and sincerely thank him for 
thus enlarging my acquaintance with the more 
recent Spinozistic literature. 

Hearing from my friend, Mr. Serjeant Simon, 
M.P., that the Library at Wolfenbtittel contained 
a fine oil portrait of Spinoza, I obtained permis- 
sion, through the kind intervention of Mr. James 
Sime, to have a photographic negative of it sent 
over for reproduction in suitable size for this 
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volume. It is a pleasure to record my warm 
acknowledgments to the Librarian, Dr. 0. von 
Heinemann, for his courteous response to my 
application. The engraving prefixed to some 
copies of the Opera Posthuma, 1677, was taken 
from this portrait ; not, it will be seen, with any 
eminent success. 

London, July 27 , 1882 . 
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SPINOZA. 

PART I. — LIFE. 

CHAPTER I. 

TSARS WITHIN ISRAEL — 1632-1656. 

On the Houtgracht at Amsterdam may still be seen the 
"house of Michael d’Espinoza, the tradesman, in which 
his son Baruch was born, on the 24th of November 
1632. The event was doubtless piously acknowledged 
at the neighbouring Portuguese synagogue ; from their 
connection with whjch the family though probably 
Spanish, was supposed to have come from the western 
side of the Peninsula. To the liistoiy of an Jsraelitish 
household and the special genius of its members, few 
things are less material than its native land The .lew, 
in himself the most exclusive of mankind, lias been 
turned, by the cruel reaction of events, into the most 
cosmopolitan. The world, impatient of a select and 
stereotyped fttce, has for ages compelled him to be ever 
on the move; to lodge anywhere and settle nowhere; 
to learn all languages and bear all climes ; to take up 
and 4o lay down the usages and interests of every 

* B 
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people with which he mingles. Externally flexible \o 
each variety of civilisation, he inwardly appropriates 
the features of none ; so that his characteristics, deter* 
mined mainly by inheritance, have only the faintest 
local colouring; and to know his country gives you 
hardly any preconception of himself. 

Some factors, however, in the thought and character 
of Spinoza were certainly supplied by the home of his 
ancestors and the vicissitudes of Europe during the two 
preceding centuries. Spain has been called the Paradise 
of Jews : and if we looked no farther than the Moslem 
kingdom of Grenada, the phrase might be excused. 
Throughout the fourteenth #nd fifteenth -centuries they 
found there a legal protection and religious sympathy 
which Christendom refused them : their industry was 
welcomed; their gains respected; their worship and 
their schools unmolested. It is no wonder that they 
flocked with eagerness to so rai% a shelter ; that in its 
genial air their intellectual activity expanded, rvnd 
pressed into the new fields of poetry, science, and 
philosophy, to which they were invited by the Arabian 
literature and the libraries of Cordova and Grenada. 
The tolerant influence was felt throughout the whole 
Peninsula. The wealth and energy of the Jews were 
too valuable to impoverished nobles and helpless princes 
to be surrendered to Moorish use : in spite of clerical 
hatred and persecuting laws, the grandees fcnd rulers of 
Leon and Castile contrived to commit their exchequer 
.to Jewish financiers and their health to Jewish physi* 
oians, and to sell protection to Jewish residents, on the 
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ple^ that, as infidels, these people were not subjects of 
the State, but personal slaves of the territorial lord. 
Whether under the pretence of servitude or the reality 
of liberty, the family of Israel rapidly grew in num- 
bers, opulence, and culture : nor do the ages of their 
dispersion show a more brilliant period than that which 
in Spain preceded the expulsion of the Moors. Rodri- 
guez do Castro compiles from it a list, by no means 
complete, of more than a hundred rabbinical writers, 
in Spanish, in Arabic, in Hebrew, on mathematics, 
astronomy, and medicine ; on grammar, literature, and 
history ; on morals and philosophy a memorial, no 
doubt, mainly "of forgotten labours, but dignified by the 
names of Maimonides, the Kimchis, Chasdai Kreskas, 
and Isaac Abarbancl. 1 

It was an interlude of treacherous repose ; which 
only gathered and decorated more and nobler victims 
for the sacrifice. The sovereigns (Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella) who drove oftt the Moors set up the Spanish 
Inquisition, and commissioned Torquemada, Dcza, and 
Lucero, with the appliances of confiscation and the 
rack, of banishment and the stake, to make good 
Catholics of all the Jews. The faithful fled: the 
faithless succumbed, and transferred their moral taint 
from the synagogue to the church : the weak feigned 
conversion, tyit held to their first love, though under a 
disguise sometimes maintained to the third generation. 
It is impossible for whole multitudes to live out a lie 

1 JUUIdOmm Espanola, tom. i, u cited and supplemented b jj, 
M. Jost in his Geschkhte der Israelite!), 7 ter TVQ, pp. 433-441. 
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and look like innocents : and it was from these “ New- 
Christians,” whose steps were dogged by the spies of 
the Inquisition, that regiments of prisoners were brought 
to the bar and hurried to the dungeon and the fire; 
more than 2000 perishing at the stake in the province 
of Seville within a single year. 1 In Portugal, these 
cruelties began later and remained lighter. 8 But 
throughout the Peninsula no Israelite could either 
reside in the country without renouncing his religion, 
or quit it without forfeiting the chief portion of his 
goods. • So long as the two monarchies were separate, 
some hope might be found in flight across the border ; 
for at the hour when persecution was awake in the one, 
it might be asleep in the other. But during the union 
of the crowns under the three Philips, the monotony of 
tyranny left no relief from despair. 

Happily for the world that tyranny tried its strength 
upon a very different land, occupied by a race in itself 
of tougher fibre, aifd recently quidkened by fresh reli- 
gious faith and an imperative consciousness of inde- 
pendent moral life. The experiment, pursued through 
decades of agony, was doomed to defeat. In the Low 
Countries, the rack broke its victims by thousands ; 
but was itself broken and destroyed by an indomitable 
people. For eighty years (1567-1647), with the ex- 
ception of a twelve years 1 truce (1609-1621), they 
sustained the war which threw off the yoke of Spain. 
Early in that long struggle, — in 1579, — while as yet 

1 Joet, Geechichte der Iar., vii p. 77. 

* Greet*, Qeschichte der Judeo, ix. 246-263. 
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th^re was no talk of political separation, — the Northern 
Provinces had agreed, in the " Union of Utrecht,” that 
every citizen “ should remain free in his religion, and 
that no man should be molested or questioned on the 
subject of divine worship.” 1 Was ever north-wind so 
refreshing as that which bore tlieso words to the skulk- 
ing and hunted heretics of Spain? It was not long 
before this vision of religious peace began now and 
then to freight an unnoticed ship with fugitives 
from the Tagus or the Douro to the Rhine. The first 
Jewish colonists sailed from Oporto, probably in 1593, 
and after various adventures settled in Amsterdam ; 
but, as their reversion froih Catholicism exposed them 
to suspicion, no right of public worship was conceded 
to them till 1598, when a room was fitted up for them 
as a synagogue in the house of Samuel Pallache, the 
Jewish ambassador frjm the kingdom of Morocco. On 
the death of l’allache, six years after, this provisional 
arrangement ceosefl, and the first synagogue wus built, 
to which the family of Spinoza was attached, and of 
which the teacher of his boyhood, Saul Levi Morteira, 
was sole president from 1C 16 to 1639, and then till 
1660 as colleague with two other Rabbis from later 
congregations amalgamated with his own.* 

Whether Michael d’Espinoza was among the young 

1 Motley’* Riae of the Dutch Republic, port *L ch. L tub flue, 

* The earUeet account* of th« Jewish settlement in Amsterdam an 
not perfectly consistent. For a critical notice of them, too Croats, ix. 
Note 10. Comp, his narrative, It pp, 613-617, with Joet** Oeschichte 
deajudenthums, 3te Abth. pp. 197*190, when the consul nosim tha 
name Ptukm. 
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people in that first emigrant ship is not known. But 
the family connection with the oldest synagogue renders 
it highly probable; the second synagogue being the 
chief receptacle of later arrivals, especially of Spanish 
refugees. The name of the family pretty clearly refers 
it to the province of Leon, which contains no fewer 
than five towns bearing (with distinctive additions) the 
name Espinoza. Lying in different directions round 
the city of Burgos, — a considerable Jewish centre, 1 — 
and being not remote from the frontiers of Portugal, 
these places are among the most likely sources of early 
escape by the western sea. An incidental evidence 
of this, with a still closer definition of locality, is fur- 
nished by the fact that at Espinoza de los Monteros 
(about 50 miles north of Burgos) the Jews, in return 
for protection once afforded them, paid to the rangers 
of the district an annual tax of 12 old maravedis on 
every copy of the Law in their synagogues. 4 Here 
probably was Michael’s early homC’; and the Amster- 
dam tradition that he was Portuguese is sufficiently 
explained by his port of embarkation and the prevail- 
ing complexion of his synagogue. That the family 
became known thenceforth by the topographical ap- 
pendage to their domestic name is only what we find 
in numerous other instances, e.g. Aquinas, Oliveyra, de 

1 Paul, a native and bishop of Burgos, through whose influence 
the " New-Christiaua ” were removed in 1412 from all offices of honour 
and trust, on the ground that their change of religion was hypocritical, 
was himself a converted Jow, with the name of Solomon Hallevh 
J net's Gcsohichte der laiaeliten, 7ter Theil, p. 62. 

1 Op. dt. Star Thoil,,p. 823. 
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Bamos, d’Aguilar, de la Vega, Leon, Pereira, de Lara ; 
all of which are personal names given by locality, and, 
except the first, within the range of Jewish experience. 

It was no home of religious peace on which the 
refugees had alighted. They had taken advantage of 
large professions of toleration which were never meant 
for them, or indeed for more than a victorious majority 
of the persons who made them. They found them- 
selves in an uncongenial community, which gave them 
no rights of worship or of citizenship, but which, pre- 
occupied with its own dissensions, left them in the 
security of indifference and contempt. They slipped 
unnoticed info settlement and fell into the habits 
of their race, by the passive connivance of a local 
magistracy, chiefly drawn from the more tolerant 
Armininn party in the State : and when the general 
(piestion of their treatment was referred in Holland to 
a Commission of the Estates, they were already in 
occupancy ; and it Vas wisely resofved to let each city 
admit or exclude Jewish residents as it preferred ; 
only, if admitted, they were not to bo obliged, as in 
other countries, to wear any distinctive badge. The 
Remonstrants (the Broad Churchmen of that day) have 
been charged with intolerance towards the Jewish 
colony, because they complained that, in Amsterdam, 
all sects, non-Christian as well as Christian, themselves 
alone excepted, were free to worship God according to 
their conscience . 1 Bnt the inference which they draw 

*'8m Gnats, fat. p. 626. liberty of conacience mi imperfectly 
appreciated by all parties la that generation. Bat the Armfaiiaaa 



8 


SPINOZA: HIS LIFE. 


MBTI. 


from this inconsistency is not, that the synagogues 
should be closed ; it is, that Remonstrant churches 
should be allowed. And it is a fair argument to say, 
“What we ask from you requires a less stretch of 
liberality than you have already shown to be agreeable 
to your sense of right” 

A generation sufficed to overcome the first diffi- 
culties of settlement in a new country : the industry, 
the enterprise, the conduct of the Jews, and not less 
their hatred of Spanish tyranny, secured them respect 
from their neighbours : and when Baruch Spinoza was 
born, there was nothing to hinder his regular training 
in the faith and culture of his people. Beyond the life 
of the home and the synagogue, there was open to 
the boy a Jewish High School, affording an education 
ascending through seven classes . 1 After passing through 

opened the way to a better understanding of it : and it is perverse to 
hold them up to odium as its unworthy violators. 

1 Gractz, x. 9. This^rilliant writer maintains in a note an opinion 
which he has not ventured to interweave with his text, viz. that 
Spinoza himself was a native of Spain and lived there till he was 
fourteen years of age. This he infers from the following reference, in 
a letter of Spinoza's, to a contemporary Jewish martyrdom : “ Ipse 
enim inter alios quondam Judam, quem fidum appellant, novi, qui 
in mediia flammis, quum jam mortuus crederetur, hymnum qui 
incipit — Tibi, Deiis, animam ineam offero canere incepit, et in 
medio cantu exapiravit" (Ep. 76). This auto-da-fi of Judas the 
Faithfal is known to have taken place at Valladolid pn the 26th of 
July 1644 : so that, as a Witness of it, Spinoza must have been still in 
Spain. Surely, a strange critical judgment ! (1.) Spinoza's birthday 
being November 24, 1632, bis age in 1644 would be twelve, not 
fourteen. (2.) If we render u Ijm novi,” M I myself know” it does not 
follow from his knowing the man that he was present at his execution $ 
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the elementary stages, he would come under the influ- 
ence of two teachers in succession, whose repute ex- 
tended beyond their country and their time. 

The younger of these, Manasse ben Israel (who 
would be forty-two when Spinoza was fourteen) was 
a native of Amsterdam, the son of a Portuguese exile 
and confessor ; aud had acquired, by the manifold 
relations of his family, in addition to his literary and 
sacred duties, the command of ten languages. His 
accomplishments as a linguist threw him into frequent 
intercourse with foreigners, and favoured the growth of 
an ease and tact and winning demeanour for which 
he became remarkable. There was something in his 
personality which kept every anli-Jewish prejudice 
at a distance : and when (in 1G55) a negotiator wits 
wanted to Vin from Cromwell and the Parliament 
permission for Jewish^settleincnt in England, he was 
selected as the most persuasive envoy, and by his 
influence with the Protector oj>encd*hero a new asylum 
for the outcasts. Quick of perception, pliant in sym- 
pathy, never indiscreet unless from vanity, he was a 

if it (loea, mart we apply the nme inference to the “aliot " among 
whom he (tend* ? (3. ) To hoar thia rendering, “ A'ovemm ” would be 
required : “ novi " can only mean “ I know" a man, i.e. Ous earn of a 
aura (among other*), who did to and ao. As this Judea waa a near 
friend of R. Ma na aa e ben Iarael of Amsterdam, it ia probable that 
Spinors did personally know him, and waa* in the way of first-hand 
testimony to the incidents of hia martyrdom. (4.) Evan an assertion 
of Spinors'* personal presence at Valladolid in 1044 would not justify 
ns ip wiping out and reconstructing the tradition of his previous 
twelve yean. Gnats, x. Not* 1. 
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diplomats without insincerity ; while the tone of his 
religious feeling touched many a chord in a Puritan 
heart, attuned as it was to the strain of Hebrew piety. 
Well read, though not profound as a scholar, he was 
most in his element as a preacher ; his familiarity with 
the Scriptures and the Talmud seldom drawing him into 
criticism or philosophy, but furnishing endless lessons 
for the outer and inner life of men. He delivered his 
first sermon at fifteen. He died at Middelburg in 
1657 on his way home from the English mission. 
Of his numerous writings only one has gained more 
than contemporary influence; but from the V indicia; 
Judicorum Moses Mendelsohn drew the materials for 
his defence of Judaism four generations later. 

More eminent for Hebrew scholarship and more 
limited to it, was the senior llabbi, Saul Levi Morteira, 
the lending Talmudist of Amsterdam. He had come 
thither in 1616 on a curious errand. In his native 
Venice he had become attached ‘ ns a pupil to an 
eminent medical practitioner, Elias Montalto, who 
afterwards became physician to the French Queen, 
Mary de Medici, and remained in attendance on her 
wherever her CouTt might be. On one of her journeys, 
the physician was takcu ill and died at Tours. For a 
Jew (as he was) there was no burial rite possible in 
France. So the queen had his body embalmed, and sent 
it, under escort of his son, his uncle, and Morteira, 
by way of Nantes, for interment at Ouderkerk, near 
Amsterdam. The young Morteira, then only twenty, 
having left a favourable impression, was induced by 
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his i^eople to remain and undertake the synagogue 
service: and thus an accidental visit inaugurated his 
long career, 1 The local consideration which he enjoyed 
must be attributed to judgment and character in 
practical affairs : for both his preaching and erudition 
were commonplace enough ; and the numerous Spanish 
MSS. which he left did not appear, even to friendly 
eyes, worthy of publication. 

The characteristics of these two men would place 
the young Spinoza in very different relations to thorn. 
The sympathetic nature of Manasse would take the 
side of the boys feeling, and keep him simply receptive ; 
and if the biographers pa3s this teachers name in 
silence, it is because of such quiet growth there is 
nothing to tell. Morteim’s mental habits were sure to 
convert this docility into antagonism. Fond of the 
forms, but incapable of the spirit of philosophical 
thought, he could not fail to start more problems than 
he tauld solve ; whi?e his dogmatic ^temper would but 
fix the difficulties which he attempted to beat down. 
It is no wonder that, under such a master, the clear* 
witted boy of fifteen found matter for many puzzling 
questions in his Hebrew Bible and bis Talmud ; and 
met with answers more disturbing stilL He had 
caught from his straightforward father an abhorrence 
of piou9 pretences, and could not be imposed upon by 
critical excuses and evasions : and when he got nothing 
tatter to help his perplexities, what could a modest and 
retiring youth do, but keep his difficulties to himself, 

1 Grsetz, lx. 625 ; x. 10, Note 2. 
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in reserve for future and private scrutiny? Reticent 
for a while on biblical subjects, he gained a knowledge 
of Italian, probably from the Venetian Morteira; of 
French, perhaps from Manasse ben Israel; and of 
German, most likely from the same German acquaint- 
ance under whom, at a later time, he began the 
conquest of Latin. 

These studies suffice to account for three or four 
years of suspended application to theology ; especially 
if at the same time he served his apprenticeship to the 
art — of grinding optical glasses — by which he was to 
earn his bread. While he still lived in his father's 
house, not only filial deference, but the very presence 
of his mother and two sisters, would prolong his 
sympathy, or postpone his breach, with the domestic 
religion, and hold him content with neutral and secular 
pursuits. He would go with them to the synagogue ; 
he would not desert the historic festivals. But that 
the thirst for Gentile culture was* growing in him \vas 
indicated by his feeling the want of Latiu, the great 
medium of intellectual intercourse in Europe. In the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries even the higher 
Jewish schools made no provision for the study of 
Greek or Latin . 1 Their > most accomplished authors, 
though often wielding with ease the living languages 
of their time, rarely wrote in Latin, unless to dedicate 

1 Jcat, (peaking of the improved schools instituted by Jacobson 
and others about 1809, says, * ‘ Mcrk wUrdig ist, das bei fast alien diesen 
Leiatungen die eigen tlicho dasaische Vorschule vermisst wird. Griechen 
und RiSmer waren den steisten dieser Manner nur aus Uebersetijungen 
bekannt, und damn Geist ist in sie nicht gedrungen." Th. ix. 151. 
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a Dook or treat of some medical subject. There was 
even' a religious distaste for classical scholarship, as 
the foster-mother of heathen admirations : and one of 
Spinoza’s schoolfellows under Morteira, named Moses 
Zacuto, looked back upon his acquisition of Latin as a 
sin, and imposed upon himself a forty days’ fast to 
wash the language from his memory and the stain from 
his conscience. 1 . The opposite feeling of Spinoza, 
awakened by increasing acquaintance with Christian 
neighbours, foreshows the direction of his mind. 

He could not, however, long acquiesce in a mere sus- 
pense of faith. Rabbinical authority having failed him, 
he determined -to see for himself ; and during some 
years (1650-1654) repeatedly read the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures and their most approved interpreters. Working 
silently and living blamelessly, he was passing through 
the most momentous crisis of his inner history. To 
what precise state of mind he was brought by the first 
collapse of his early* theology, it is Impossible to say : 
for even if, with Avenarius, 2 we date the two Dialogues 
incorporated with his Treatise on God and Man as 
early as 1651-2, nothing can be inferred from their 
crude and confused sentences, except that his philosophy 
was yet unformed. The incompleteness, however, was 
all on the affirmative side of his convictions : the rapid 
gathering of rabbinical clouds and bursting of thunders 
on his head clearly show the range and decisiveness of 

1 Graetz, x. 170. 

9 Ueber die beiden ersten Phacen dee Spinoxbchen Panthciamua, r. 
Richard Avenarius, pw 105. 
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his negative conclusions. Naturalism had taken the 
place with him of the Supernatural ; Reason, of Revela- 
tion ; prediction by determinate causes, of imaginative 
visions by Prophets ; Necessity, of Design ; and the 
reckoning of human consequences, of threats from 
Divine anger. The Israelites, though having their 
function in the world, ceased to be a “covenanted 
people;” their annals were no more “sacred” than 
other history ; their “ Scriptures ” fell back into the 
mass of ancient literature. He knew that he must be 
treated as an apostate. But having in him a good deal 
of the esoteric temper, and believing that, for the mass 
of men, the religious “ imagination ” did something of 
the work of truth, he was not eager to precipitate his 
exile ; and still held his peace, so long as he ingenu- 
ously could. 

Meanwhile, some new friendships opened to him 
which threw some side-currents into the main stream 
of his thought. “From his honest biographer, the 
Lutheran pastor, Coler of the Hague, we learn that 
Spinoza, some time before his final alienation from the 
synagogue, had made acquaintance with several liberal- 
minded Christians, and become familiar with their 
modes of thought Following the hint, that some of 
these were Mennonites , 1 we too may make some nearer 
acquaintance with them, and through them with the 
man who found their society congenial to him. 

The earliest disaffection towards the mediaeval 
Christianity assumed the form, not so much of doctrinal 
1 B. da S. Open, Putina, ii p. 609. 
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relMlion, as of moral protest against the life which was 
deeifted venial by the Church. It expressed the shock 
of conscience, the disappointment of spiritual aims, and 
the resolve to escape the slavery of worldly usage and 
accept the rule of a devout simplicity. This feature is 
more or less conspicuous in all the religious movements 
precursory to the Reformation, in those of the Albi- 
genses, Wiclif, Savonarola, Tauler, and “ the Friends of 
God;” and emphatically in that of Luther’s independent 
contemporary, Menno Simons the Fricslnnder (born in 
1492), from whom the Mennonitos of Holland and 
their offshoots in other countries derive their name. 
He was ordained as a Cattydic priest in 15 1G, and in 
the neighbourhood of Franeker exercised his functions 
for twenty years, but with a mind increasingly alienated 
from them by study of the Scriptures and of the Re- 
formers’ writings. Especially was he drawn towards 
the spiritual side of the* Anabaptist gospel : and joining 
the professors of it ip 1536, he visited, in their service, 
the chief maritime towns as far as Dautzig, organising 
or reviving their societies, and everywhere inducing 
them to repudiate the appeal to the sword which, under 
the misguidance of Rothman and John of Leiden, had 
been so fatal to their followers in Munster. He wrote 
in defence of his peace principles against John of 
Leiden, and entirely separated himself with his asso- 
ciates from the war-party, with which, in fact, he had 
little in common beyond the disapproval of infant 
baptism. The characteristics which his spirit transfused 
into -his followers resembled partly those of the Herra- 
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hiiter, and partly those of the Society of Friends. 
Owning no priesthood, and no authoritative confefeion 
of faith, they left room for wide variations of teaching, 
which the rigorists amongst them could not, and the 
liberal would not, prevent. But amid all divergencies 
they were united in their scruple against oaths, their 
refusal to take arms or to accept civic office, their 
austere simplicity of habit, their brotherly equality, and. 
the quiet plainness of their prayers and preaching. It 
attests the force of character in them, that even the 
unsparing impetuosity of Napoleon paused on the 
threshold of their communion in the Vosges and re- 
spected their light of exemption from the conscription. 
And if he refused to listen to the same plea in Holland, 
it was because they had ceased to present a united 
front of resistance to military claims, and* their larger 
societies were not disinclined to yield. 

Proscribed by the Emperor Charles V. in 1540, and 
first admitted to rights of association by William the 
Silent in 1581, these people sustained their religious 
life in private for forty years ; and, having to dispense 
with regular pastors and public services, provided the 
more assiduously for the domestic training and personal 
instruction of their members, one by one. An independ- 
ent intelligence and freedom from clerical narrowness 
thus became diffused through the whole body, which 
came out of its exile better than it went in. 

Eighty years later, a precisely similar cause pro- 
duced, upon a smaller scale, a similar result. The 
Synod of Dordrecht, in 1618-9, played for the Calvin- 
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istaf*the part of the Catholio Emperor of the previous 
centffiry: it excommunicated the Arminians, and put an 
interdict upon their worship: it consummated its labours 
by laying the head of the noblest living patriot — Olden- 
bamevelt — upon the block, and consigning the most 
accomplished of living scholars — Grotius — to prison. It 
occurred to four brothers, van der Kodde by name, — all 
of them farmers, — that, if pastors and churches were not 
to be allowed, they could do without them. They might 
be driven away from “ this mountain ” and shut out of 
“ Jerusalem ; ” but God was a Spirit, as near as before. 
The preachers might be silenced and banished; but 
the truth which- they preached could not go into exile 
with them : belonging to the nature of things, it might 
still be found by those who stay among the dykes as 
by those who take ship upon the sea. So these brothers 
gathered a fellowship, of the proscribed Remonstrants 
around them for mutual help in the Christian life, with 
nothing to disturb th<i equality of all^xcept the diver- 
sity of gifts . 1 Their conferences were not churches 
(i/ocXyauu), but “ Collegia,” and so escaped the penal 
laws ; and the members were " Collcgiantcn." This small 

1 It is a doubtful point whether the Collcgiantcn are to ho regarded 
aa a branch of the Remonstrants or of the Men non i tea. They arc 
claimed for the latter by the historians of the sect ; and, on their 
authority, by the late Mr. Robert Barclay in his interesting volume— 
^Tbe Inner Life of the Religious Societies of the Commonwealth,” 
p. SO. And it is certain that, if they did not bring with them at their 
origin, they soon adopted several of the Mcnnouite characteristics, e.g. 
adult baptism by immersion, and objection to oaths and militaty 
■enrioe.’ On the other hand, their first appearance in 1610, in (mine* 

C 

i 
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flock, eyed by no official watch-dogs, spread over wider 
pastures than usually belong to any ecclesiastical*fold. 
Freer in thought and more intent upon character than 
sects professionally governed, it had much the same 
catholicity that the more liberal Mennonites had brought 
out of persecution : and so much did their affinities 
draw them together, that by the end of the last century 
the younger and smaller body had melted away into 
the larger. 

The tradition of Spinoza’s friendships within both 
these communions is confirmed by significant facts. 
Among these it may seem strange to reckon the publi- 
cation, by a Collegiant, John Bredenberg, of an answer 
(“ enervatio ”) to Spinoza’s Theologico-Political Treatise . 1 
But so pervaded is the book with the philosopher’s own 
conceptions as to betray the hand of an filly, and sug- 
gest that the seeming attack is a masked defence . 8 
More certain is it that the correspondent to whom 
Spinoza addressed*four of his published letters, and who 
was his local agent when he had quitted Amsterdam, 
was Jarrig Jellis, an active Mennonite.* Moreover, it 

diato sequence upon the Decrees of the Dordrecht Synod, cat hardly 
be an accidental coincidence ; and turns the balance of probability in 
favour of Baur’s and Hagcnbach’s derivation of them from the exootn* 
municated Remonstrants. See Ferd. Chr. Baur's Kirchengeschichte ; 
der noueren Zeifc. IV. p. 431, and Hagenbacli, ap. Herzog’s Encyklop. 
Collegianten. 

1 Trendelenburg, Historische Beitrage zur Philosophic, iii p. 280. 
1 See a curious account of his book in Bayle's Dictionary, Art. 
Spinoza, p. 2774 ; Bredenberg, however, insisted on his belief in free* 
will, human and divine, 

» Epp. 80*41, 44. 
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was*in the Baptist Orphan-house, formerly belonging 
to the Collegian ts at Amsterdam, that autographs were 
found, twenty years ago, of unpublished or partially 
published letters of Spinoza . 1 

What was it that attracted Spinoza to these simple- 
minded Christians at this crisis of his inward history ? 
Not any help which they could give to his biblical 
doubts or his speculative problems : for they were plain 
tradesmen, without erudition or philosophy. Still less, 
any conversion to their faith : for the undermining of 
Judaism was, with him, the prevention of Christianity. 
But the inwardness of their religion, which set it free 
from the letter of history ancl law, and made it a simple 
relation between the finite and infinite mind, was a 
welcome relief from an exclusive ritual and incredible 
traditions. Their pure ideal of duty, their fraternal 
union, their tolerance amid intolerance, and not least 
the political fidelity they had sho^i to the wise and 
heroic upholders of tTie Republic, moved him to admira- 
tion and sympathy. How deeply his usually calm 
nature was stirred by the orthodox fury which, a genera- 
tion before, had silenced the truest counsellors of the 
State and shed the blood of her noblest citizens, is 
evinced by the allusions in the following passage ; — 

“Men are so made as to resent nothing more impatiently 

than to be treated as criminal for opinions which they deem true, 

and charged as guilty for just what wakes their affection to Ood 

and men. Hence, laws about opinion are aimed not at the base 

but at the noble, and tend not to restrain the evil-minded but 
— • 

1 Tan Yloten, B. de Sp. 8upplementum ad Op^ F ret 1 and p. 293. 

$-4593 
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rather to irritate the good, and cannot be enforced without creat 
peril to the Government. Moreover, such laws are absolutely 
useless ; for those who hold the proscribed opinions to be sound, 
will not be able to obey the law ; while those who reject them 
as false, take up the legal sentence against them as their right, 
and so glory in it, that the Government cannot abrogate it when 
it would. . . . How much better would it be to restrain the passion 
and fury of the crowd, than to set up unavailing laws, violable only 
by the lovers of virtue and culture, and to hedge in the common- 
wealth till it cannot bear its free-souled men ? What evil can 
be imagined greater for a State, than that honourable men, be- 
cause they have thoughts of their own and cannot act a lie, are 
sent as culprits into exile ? What more baneful than that men, 
for no guilt or wrong-doing, but for the generous largeness of 
their mind, should be taken for # enemies and 1^1 off to death, and 
that the scaffold, the terror of the bad, should become, to the 
signal shame of authority, the finest stage for the public spectacle 
of endurance and virtue, in a supreme example ? For men con- 
scious of rectitude do not dread death like the wickfcd : they shrink 
from none of your punishments, their mind being wrung by no 
compunction for any base deed : tlfcy deem it not punishment, 
but on the contrary yi honour to die for a good cause, and for 
liberty, a glory. What kind of example, then, do you set up by 
shedding such men’s blood,— for acts of which the weak and dull 
know nothing, which are hateful only to the factious, and lovely 
to the good.” 1 

With sentiments like these, Spinoza found those 
obscure Dissenters preoccupied and inspired: and in 
forming friendships among them, he followed an intense 
fellow-feeling. That a youth of two-and-twenty, on 
the eve of an estrangement from all that was dear in 
the past, should be drawn, in feeling after new asso- 
ciates, by the simple charm of piety, truthfulness, and 

1 Tract Thea-Pol. c. xx., Van Vloten and Land, I. 607-8. 
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charity, and should not miss it, however hidden in the 
shade, marks the clearness of his moral nature. 

. During the same years he fell in with a companion 
of a very different kind ; a certain Van den Elide, half 
doctor, half schoolmaster, who undertook to push 
Spinoza on in his Latin, in return for help in teaching 
his pupils. By this arrangement he became a resident 
usher in the master's house, and was brought under 
the influence of a vigorous, accomplished, but reckless 
mind. Van den Ende was a scientific materialist, 
without theology; and with so active an aversion to 
the beliefs he had renounced, that though his connection 
as preceptor with the riah families of Amsterdam 
counselled him to silence, his prudence could not 
always hold out against the inward urgency of his 
satire and contempt, liven a lew instances in which 
his conversation broke bounds would suffice to alarm 
the vigilant decorum of Dutch Protestantism. Cried 
down at last by a clergy more easily fluttered by sallies 
of wit than by assaults of argument, he was obliged to 
change his residence ; at first, apparently, to Antwerp ; 
but, in 1671, to Paris, where in the following year 
Leibniz found him at the head of a boarding-school in 
the Faubourg St. Antoine. 1 From either too much 
science or too little pliancy, he made no way as a 

1 See his Th4odic&, P. iiL § 376. In this paragraph Ldbnix mixes 
up incidents of different date ; his intercourse with Spinoxa at the 
Hague in November 1676 ; and his acquaintance with Van den Ende 
at Paris in 1672*3. This Dutch name was there translated into 
Jfancueuf (Francois) a Finibu s. 
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medical practitioner; bat be had great gifts a£ a 
teacher, which for a while served him well in Paris as 
before in Amsterdam. He had given his daughters a 
learned education, qualifying them for partnership in 
his school. Spinoza read Latin with the elder; and 
Leibniz found a younger sister 1 able to converse in 
that language. 

Again, however, he was his own enemy. He had 
carried to the metropolis of the “ Grand Monarque ” a 
strong attachment to the Kepublic with which France 
was at war : and his rash tongue found him favour 
with the disloyal, and marked him out as a likely 
subject for the solicitations pf the disaffected. He was 
persuaded to join in a conspiracy for delivering Quille- 
bceuf to the Dutch, and raising an insurrection in 
Normandy, in the hope of relieving Holland by such a 
diversion. No public motive actuated his accomplices. 
Two roiuSs, one, the Chevalier dh Bohan, of social rank, 
and the other, Latraaumont, of military, — with fortunes 
wrecked by their vices; one “femme galante,” the 
Marquise do Villiers Bordeville ; and an officer, Pr^ault, 
too young to be characterised, — had formed the plot, 
from various promptings mostly of the Catilinarian 
kind. Suspicion being roused by Bohan’s large drafts 
on London, the English Government set Louis on the 
watch. The conspirators were seized, Latruaumont 
being fatally wounded in the process : the rest were 
executed in front of the Bastille November 27, 1674 ; 

1 In its connexion we may fkirly pat this construction on the 
phrase “ une jeune fille.” 
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the*chief camifex undertaking the high-born folks, but 
contemptuously delivering the schoolmaster into the 
hands of his subordinates. It was the last time that 
men could teach him to know his place; and the 
opportunity was not to be lost. 

So tragically did the man disappear from the scene 
who befriended Spinoza and gave him a home through 
several anxious years. What influence Van 'den Ende 
had upon his young friend we have no means of 
defining. The curt statement, — chiefly French, — “he 
taught him atheism,” does not accord with the facts, as 
we shall see. But in Van den Ende’s house he first 
drew breath in a scientific* atmosphere, and strongly 
felt both the attraction and the perplexities of the 
ultimate problems of natural knowledge. The doubts 
which had hitherto set him at variance with his Hebrew 
masters were concerned with historical and traditional 
theology, and the rabbinical metaphysics that upheld 
it. He now saw the beliefs whicH had been under- 
mined within him assailed by weapons from a different 
armoury, and with the peculiar scorn and daring which, 
from Epicurus downward, has characterised the mate- 
rialist school. Too modest to be infected, too clear to be 
overpowered, by mere confident dicta, he would at least 
be roused by Van den Ende’s sceptical raillery to see 
for himself what the physical sciences had to say on 
the questions which he bad approached from another 
side. His studies would take a new direction; and, 
turning from the spoken thoughts of men in the litera- 
ture* of religion, would try to read the silent language 
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of the cosmical order respecting its own source^ and 
essence. 

With this wakening of scientific curiosity his anxiety 
for a more thorough command of Latin had a natural 
connection. Descartes had become the Choregus of 
intellectual reform in Europe, and drew after him such 
of the younger spirits as could follow the precision 
of his analysis and grasp the largeness of his results. 
In the university lecture-rooms, in the learned societies, 
— nay, even in Church synods, — he was expounded 
or refuted or proscribed ; and, if you could not talk 
about him, you were as benighted as the impossible 
modem that should never have heard of Darwin. But 
Descartes wrote his two great works — the Medita- 
tions and the Principia — in Latin; and though, at 
the date we have reached in Spinoza’s life, both were 
accessible in French, yet at Amsterdam the local 
Elzevir editions held their exclusive ground. Latin 
was still the genefal language of ‘philosophical litera- 
ture. It had been resorted to by Descartes and his 
correspondents in the objections and answers, which 
form a necessary commentary on his Meditations ; and 
translations were intended for only the special cir- 
culation of the less learned in each country. At a 
time then when the recent death of the philosopher (in 
1660 ) had rather revived than laid to rest the partisan 
interest with which, a few years before, his doctrines 
had agitated Holland, it is no wonder if Spinoza was 
eager to read, think, and write with ease in the language 
of the master of sciences. 



CHAP*I? VAN DEN ENDED DAUGHTER. *5 

^kuerbach has painted 1 with much psychological 
troth, the charmed surprise of the delicate youth, — a 
gentle -minded Jew, transplanted from the strict and 
tasteless Hebrew home, to the free-thinking physician's 
house, and introduced in one room to a museum* of 
science, in another to paintings by great masters 
ranging in subject from undraped beauties of the 
Greek mythology to the homely but tender effects of 
the Dutch landscape. If the change came to him as 
a new birth, quickening dormant admirations and 
detecting unsuspected affinities of thought, his mood 
would be favourable to other susceptibilities ; and we 
might well, with the novelist, believe the tradition 
that Spinoza gave his heart to the daughter of the 
house, — the Olympia of the tale, the Clara Maria of 
fact. As *she is known, however, to have married 
another, there is an uncomfortable gap between the 
beginning and the end of the relation. And how 
should rumour fill* it up better than by telling that 
the successful Diedrich Kerckkrinck, a fellow-scholar 
of Spinoza, made up for want of genius by abundant 
wealth, and being a handsome fellow into the baigain, 
easily cut out the olive-faced philosopher by the bribe 
of a pearl necklace and a good address . 1 But here 
romance, not for the first time, gets itself into a scrape 
by neglect of dates. Dr. Van Vloten, provokingly 

1 Spinoza, ein Denkerleben, tod Barthold Auerbach. See especially 

9, 10. JtaP A** 

* See Sebastian Kortholt'e jMMPtwXoflTpa tribo* Inna* 

toribos (Lord Herbert of Cberbury, '*** 

l/l-A, S**'**! *•*’ 0 * r *'* **** 

r.VnH — TO'#''* 
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turning to the register of this marriage on Februayr 5, 
1671, finds that the bride was then 27 years of age, 
and could not have been more than 12 in 1655, the 
reputed time of the rivalry for her hand. 1 * * * * * * Moreover, 
as'Kerckkrinck (then 32) was 7 years younger than 
Spinoza, they are not likely to have been simultaneous 
pupils of Van den Ende at an age when they could 
stand in each other’s way. It is possible enough, how- 
ever, that they may have played the part of lover to 
the young lady successively; for, though Spinoza was 
no longer in the city after 1656, he was within an 
easy walk of it on the Ouderkerk road for five years 
more. 8 He would not fail to keep up his intimacy 
with the Van den Ende family ; and nothing could be 
more natural than that the friendship begun in a 
common love of Virgil and Cicero should turn, at the 
ages of 17 and 29, into love of each other. But the 
lens-grinder was penniless, and ’sure to remain so : he 
soon removed to a distance, and became absorbed in a 
more ideal love -suit — to immortal truth : and if the 
mortal maiden left him to the pursuit, and, after ten 

1 Supplementum ad B. do Sp. Opera, p. 290. 

* Trendelenburg places the removal to Khijnsburg in 1660 (Histo- 

rische Beitrage, iii. 279). But the first trace of his presence there is 
the opening letter (dated Aug. 26, 1661) sequent on the personal visit 
of Oldenburg to him. Moreover, there is nothing to invalidate the 

statement of Lucas and Boulanvilliers (see their text, as corrected by 

Paulus, B. de S. Opera, it 616, note), that two years were spent at 

Rhijnsburg : and from the 18th letter we learn that he was removing 

his fhrniture thence in April 1668. We thus detain him near Amster- 

dam till 1661* Oder erroneously postpones his removal till 1664. 
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patient years, gave her hand to one who was both able 
to ofter her a home and did not forget that matrimony is 
the crown of love, we can hardly accuse her of worldly 
fickleness. If Spinoza ever indulged more glowing 
dreams, he accepted his loneliness with a calm content, 
taking no notice henceforth of womankind. It is 
curious, even in the case of a philosophical corre- 
spondence, to read through eighty modem letters 
without a greeting to a lady or the mention of a child. 
The scanty references, in his Ethics, to this side of human 
life are not so ideal as to make us wish for more. 

The changed direction of Spinoza’s tastes and studies 
could not escape the notice of his rabbinical instructors ; 
and the jealousy it would excite may be illustrated by 
a parallel case of which the story is told in the Talmud. 
After the Macedonian conquests had opened the East 
to Hellenic civilisation, it soon became the ambition of 
the younger Orientals td acquire the culture of the con- 
querors; and in the second centuiy «.c., the “Greek 
wisdom” ( Sapienlia Ionica), passing from Egypt into 
Palestine, obtained a hold on the Jewish mind; and, 
exciting a distaste for the rigour of “ the Law,” called 
forth from the Rabbis repeated prohibitions. Under 
these conditions, a nephew of the Rabbi Ismael asked 
his uncle, " Is it permissible for me, who have learned 
the whole sacred Law, to make a study of the Greek 
wisdom?” Then his uncle impressed upon him the 
saying (Josh. i. 8), “‘Let not the Book of the Law 
depart out of thy mouth, but meditate therein day and 
night' How find, if you can, an hour that belongs to 
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neither day nor night ; and that you may devote to 
the 'Greek wisdom.’” 1 In the middle of the seven* 
teenth century, the conservative synagogue looked with 
nimilftT suspicion on the “ Latin wisdom,” which carried 
in it not only the heathen thought of past ages, but the 
rising sciences and new philosophy of the present. 

This feeling approached Spinoza first in the inquisi- 
tiveness (probably prompted) of two companions, who, 
on the pretence of doubts of their own, wormed out of 
him several heretical opinions ; as, that the Scriptures 
identify the soul with life, and treat it as mortal; 
that they regard spirits or angels, not as realities, but 
as phantoms; that, in calling God great, they attribute 
to Him extension, i.e, body. He soon had reason to 
repent of his confidences. His conversations were 
reported to the chiefs of the synagogue. He was 
summoned before them, to meet his companions as 
witnesses against him, that he fiad derided the Jews as 
ignorant of Physift and Theology, and praised their 
Law as a piece of adroit management of unruly men. 
The real breach was too wide to be bridged by verbal 
explanations. Assertions of innocence on the one side, 
warnings, bribes, menaces, a conceded term for recanta- 
tion on the other, were alike unavailing ; and not till 
all had been tried, either in private or in the court, 1 
was fie et last, on the 27th July 1656, formally 

* Tract. Ifenachoth., fol. 99, as quoted by A. F. GfirtSrer, in his 
Philo and die jttdiseh<alexandriaisehe Theoeophie, ih S5t. 

* The bribes were private, the threats in court He bad been 
offered 1000 gulden a year if he would hold his peace and show himself 
in the synagogue now and then. 
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excqpamnnicated. The ban sets forth that, “Whereas 
the heads of the Church Council have for some time 
past been aware of Baruch de Espinoza’s evil opinions 
and doings, they have tried by various methods and 
promises to withdraw him from his evil ways ; but as 
they have been so little able to effect any improve- 
ment in him that they have daily become more aware 
of his dreadful heresies in act and word, and his out- 
rageous ways of going on, and as they have had many 
trustworthy witnesses who, in his presence, have given 
evidence proving these things, they have decided, after 
full investigation, in the presence of the learned Rabbis 
and with their assent, to anathematise the said Espinoza 
and cut him off from the people of Israel. Herewith 
accordingly they place him under anathema, as follows." 
Then comes the curse, invoking on him God's unrelent- 
ing and pursuing wrath, and forbidding any one to 
hold commerce with him by speech or pen, to enter the 
same house with hilii or come witlfin six feet of him, 
to do him any kindness, or read anything of his. 1 

Before the publication of this amiable document 
from the synagogue pulpit, Spinoza had quitted Am- 
sterdam. The proceedings against him had excited to 
fury the intolerance of some zealot, who thought that 
a dagger would be quicker than a curse, and struck at 
him on his exit from some public place, either theatre 
or synagogue.* Seeing the assailant, he evaded the 

1 For the document in foil mo Vib Vloten, Sopplem., 390. 

1 Boyle Mjn tb« former ; Color, correcting him, the latter. Greets 
adhere* to Bayle, on the ground that Spinoza era* excommunicated am 
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blow, and escaped with only his mantle pierced* but 
warned of his danger, he left the city, and took up his 
abode with a Collegiant friend, who lived two or three 
miles out on the Ouderkerk road. In place of a pro- 
test in person against the ban, he presented a defence 
in writing, which is no longer extant as a whole, 
though parts of it are probably incorporated with his 
Theologico-Political Treatise. The fact that its language 
was Spanish, though addressed to a Portuguese syna- 
gogue, deserves remark as an additional indication of 
his father's native land. 

account of his never coming to the synagogue. But Color was, on this 
point, careful and apparently well "informed. — Bayle's Diet Hist et 
Crit. iiL p. 1767 ; B. de S. Opera, Panlus, ii. p. 604 ; Graetz, x. 176, 
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TO AND AT RUIJNSBURG — 1C56-1G63. 

Of Spinoza’s life during his five years in his friend’s 
country-house nothing is directly recorded beyond the 
fact that he prosecuted his optician’s work and, by 
private' aid in disposing of his lenses, earned an 
adequate livelihood. But* we are not without in- 
direct means of reading the inward history of this 
period. It was distinctively the time of his masteiy of 
Descartes. Everything tended to make this his imme- 
diate end. He had won his Latin. He had crossed 
the threshold of the exact sciences, pure and applied, 
and felt the fascination of their meftiod. He was now 
the intimate associate of Arminians, whom the Synod 
of Dordrecht had thrown into alliance with Descartes 
by anathematising both ; and with the particular sec- 
tion of the Arminians which, in virtue of its thorough 
resilience from tradition .upon the inner reason, was 
known as “Cartesian” This sympathy between the 
new philosophy and a school of Christian theology had 
indeed no deeper root than the party relations of the 
time; but these sufficed to give it great intensity. 
The Calvinists dreaded and hated Descartes’ com- 
mendation of universal doubt as the condition of 
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finally clear conviction; and resented his defence® of 
freewill, as incompatible with their doctrine of absolute 
decrees. Of these two characteristics, the first had no 
alarm for the Arminians, especially of the left wing, 
who believed in an intuitive or rational apprehension 
of God ; and the second was a welcome support to the 
chief ground of their “ Remonstrance.” They could 
console themselves for their exclusion * from every 
divinity chair in the universities, if in the adjacent 
lecture -room a Cartesian professor expounded, in the 
name and language of philosophy, the essence of their 
principles to a crowd of enthusiastic youths. To this 
anomalous combination of conflicting teachings Descartes 
himself attributes the bitterness of his orthodox oppo- 
nent, Voetius, the Hector of Utrecht 1 : “His great ani- 
mosity towards mo is due to there being a Professor at 
Utrecht who teaches my philosophy (Leroy) ; and his 
disciples, after a taste of my Way of reasoning, have 
such a contempt far the common,, one as to ridicule 
it without disguise. This has excited an extreme 
jealousy of him on the part of all the other Professors, 
of whom Voetius is the chief; and they daily importune 
the magistracy to prohibit this way of teaching.” * 

The more the liberal theology developed itself, the 
more marked became its allfance with the new philo- 
sophy. The principle which Cocceius (Johann Koch) 
laid down purely in the interest of scholarship, that 

1 For a lively account of their controversy, see Mahaffy’s Descartes, 
ch. ir. 

* Lettre an R. P. Mersenne (1042) ; Cousin’s Desc. viii. p. SIS. 
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tbe interpreter must go to the Scriptures with a mind 
divested of all dogmatic assumptions, was little else 
than a particular case of Descartes’ rule of seeking 
truth by thinking away our preconceptions; and he 
was accordingly denounced as professing a theology 
“ quam vere avroBlBaicTo<i a nullo pneceptore hauserat.” 
It was an unconscious concurrence, however, for he 
was then unacquainted with the writings of Descartes. 
But his pupils at Leiden, Heidan and Burmann, 
became pronounced disciples and advocates of Car- 
tesianism, as inseparable from their distinctive theology. 
And so well understood became this alliance, that it ^as 
a favourite object of contro^rsial reproach : “ BnrXovv 
ic&inra " (double stars), says Alberti of Leipzig (1678), 
“ Cartesianismns et Coccejanisraus, Belgis liodie molesti, 
nobis suspecti.” 1 

Under the roof of his Collegiant friend Spinoza 
would be in contact with both these factors of the 
rising Zeitgeist ; ancT was certainly ’surrendered to it 
with the zeal essential to one who was to modify it 
from ita own interior. He became the leading spirit 
of a little band of Cartesians, chiefly medical students 
or practitioners, including his subsequent correspondents, 
Simon de Vries, Dr. John Bresser, and Lodewijk Meyer, 
known as the editor of his posthumous works. At 
first these friends probably held simply the attitude of 
learners towards Descartes, and discussed his doctrines 
and method with each other only as an aid to their 

1 Du •kademiaclie Leben de* 17ten JahrhunderU, von Dr. A. 
Tholnck, U. 230. 


D 
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clearer apprehension. But in this process the cities! 
spirit could not fail to awake. The ’keen eye of 
Spinoza for every weakness would mark the points 
which needed strengthening. And if, as is probable, he 
already began to give lessons to private pupils in the 
new scientific method, he would become conscious, in 
expounding it, of whatever difficulty it left unsolved. 
His first essays at independent speculation would natu- 
rally address themselves to the remedy of such felt 
defects ; they would work out special problems, recast- 
ing the reasoning, or filling the lacunae, of an accepted 
philosophy, without pretending to be the draft, or even 
the materials, of an original system. 

Specimens of such exercises have been fortunately 
preserved to us, though they were unknown to the 
editor of his posthumous works, and have slept in the 
dark for nearly two centuries. Probably as a parting 
legacy to his group of friends, when he was leaving 
the neighbourhood of Amsterdam, he wrote a “ Short 
Treatise on God, on Man and his well-being,” which 
would serve them as a text-book of his thoughts upon 
the greatest themes. As it was not printed, and, with 
the maturing of his convictions, rapidly passed into a 
mere preliminary study for his final work, it dropped 
out of sight and remembrance, till in 1852 a vestige of 
it came in the way of Edward Boehmer of Halle, a man 
who well knew how to follow the tracks of lost treasures. 
He had already remarked that a certain compend 
of doctrine, with enclosed geometrical proof, contained 
in Spinoza's second letter to Oldenburg, did not accord 
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witfisanything in his published writings, and must have 
been taken from some other draft of his intellectual 
scheme; and he may therefore well have been on the 
look-out, during an autumn ramble in Holland, for 
some missing remains of the philosopher. In the shop 
of a literary bookseller (Friederich Miiller) he found, 
attached to a copy of Coler’s “ Life,” an abstract of the 
suspected Treatise. The contents being thus known, it 
became easy to identify a Dutch manuscript, purchased 
by Miiller at an auction shortly after, with the Treatise 
itself. 1 It professed to be, like Spinoza’s Principles 
of the Cartesian Philosophy which accompanied it, a 
translation from the Latin original : aud its Latinisma 
make the profession superfluous. It can be traced to 
the hand of John MonnikofT, city surgeon of Amsterdam, 
in the middle of the last century. In 1862 it appeared 
in print, edited by Van yioten, accompanied by a re- 
translation into Latinj and by some jpcovercd portions 
of Spinoza’s correspondence, as well as by his treatise 
on the Rainbow which, appearing anonymously ten 
yean after his death, had never been recognised as his, 
but treated as lost On this "Supplement” of Van 
Vloten is based the greater part* of the critical litera- 
ture which the “ Short Treatise ” has called forth. But 
afterwards another Dutch manuscript was found, which 
has come down from the latter half of the seventeenth 
century, and which reflects the original text in a super- 
ior translation. There is flair evidence that it was 
the property, and perhaps the work, of William Deur- 

1 Snpplamentom, Pnafc * i.t. All before tbe jreer IMS. 
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hoff, in his youth a contemporary disciple of Spinfza’s. 
In deference to the higher authority of this manuscript, 
Professor Schaarschmidt, deeming the earlier text un- 
satisfactory, re-edited the Treatise with a lucid and 
scholarly introduction , 1 * * and afterwards furnished it with 
an admirable German translation . 1 

In order to give this recovered Treatise its true sig- 
nificance, we should regard it, not as the first draft of a 
projected work, but as the first landing-place of his mind 
in its independent advance. To a large extent it is a 
reproduction of Descartes, in its ontology, its conception 
of method, and its psychology and classification of the 
passions. But there are 4 marked deviations which, 
though few, are of supreme importance. He adopts 
the Determinist theory. He makes the Actual and the 
Possible co-extensive, and so identifies Nature and God. 
And the human phenomena hq, interprets on the prin- 
ciples of automatic naturalism. All these are in fact 
but different aspects of one thorough-going change; and 
are separately mentioned only because they alter the 
soil and the fruits of different fields. The wonder is 
that so vital a modification should make so little show, 
and leave the Treatise with still so Cartesian a look. 


1 B. de S. “ Korte rerhandeling ran god, de mensch en desseUs wel- 
atand tractatuli deperditi de deo et horn in© ej usque felicitate Yenio 
Belgioa. Ad antiquis*. cod. fidem edidit et prvfatas eat Car. Schaar- 
•chmidt Amstel. 188$. 

* B.’ de 8. kursgefasete Abhandlung you Gott, dcm Mensehen und 

deeeen GIttck. Ana dem HolUuidiechen in's Deutsche tibersetzt und mit 
einem Yorwort begleitet you C. Schaarschmidt, Pro t in Bonn. 2d And. 

Berlin, 1874. 
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In structure it is not quite homogeneous. Two 
dialogues are incorporated in it, which are evidently 
earlier pieces, awkwardly patched in. And it is fol- 
lowed by an appendix, which is a distinct document ; 
and is probably a first attempt to throw the scheme of 
doctrine into “geometrical" form. It is doubtless a 
little later than the Treatise ; written, however, before 
he had fully conceived the conditions of his attempt : 
for starting with axioms, he gives no definitions ; with- 
out which (as he soon became aware) the essence of 
“geometrical form” is missed. 1 All these .constituent 
elements of the “ Short Treatise ” as published must be 
prior to the second letter, September 1661 ; they record, 
therefore, the engagements and mental history of the 
previous four or five years. They present Spinoza to 
us in his transition from the Cartesian position to his 
own; and imply, by the occasion of their production, 
that he was already gathering a school around him 
which looked up td his authority* and, when out of 
reach of his voice, needed his written word. 

In the repose of his country retreat, when the stress 
of his necessary studies was over, Spinoza would be at 
liberty, in the intervals of severer application, to indulge 
and improve the taste for drawing, which was a source 
of refreshment to him through life. With no more 
elaborate materials than chalk and charcoal, be threw 
off portraits of his friends and of the many distinguished 

1 Ran Trendelenburg, cp.eU.UL 801, 800 ; awl Sigwart, op. eft. 
188-144 ; and inauta, op. tit. An bang, especially p. 88, Note 188 ; 
aod Ginsberg, EtUk des g., Elnleitnag, pp. 88*89. 
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men who crossed his path. One, less slightly executed, 
Coler had seen, in which the artist represented himself 
in the costume of Masaniello, the insuigent leader of 
the Neapolitan populace. Is it fanciful to see in this 
the cast of his political admirations ? The story was 
but ten years old : that it dwelt upon his imagination 
at least Bhows that his attention was alive to the vicis- 
situdes of the Spanish monarchy. It was more than a 
century after, that Meissner turned to account the dra- 
matic elements of that historical episode. 

At Bhijnsburg. 

Among the apocryphal«additions to*Coler’s memoirs 
of Spinoza is a statement that the Babbis followed up 
their anmhema by charging him with blasphemy before 
the municipal magistrates, and pressing for a decree 
of banishment against him. To get rid of them, the 
magistrates refused to act without the opinion of the 
Protestant clergy. • To this body, accordingly, the Jews, 
suppressing their hatred out of greater hatred to Spinoza, 
applied themselves with such success as to carry back 
into the city court a common requisition for the ex- 
pulsion of the accused, though neither clergy nor magis- 
trates thought the charge made good. The sentence, 
however, was passed, and was the occasion of his retreat 
with his Collegiant friend. This story, unsupported by 
personal or documentary evidence, has every internal 
mark of fiction. The Amsterdam magistrates were 
eminent for their firm guardianship of every citizen’s 
rights. No law can be cited under which the alleged 
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chaise could be brought If ifc existed, it would give 
the clergy no voice in the case, but must be executed by 
the civil power. The alleged offence included no overt 
act of public speech or writing, and was evidenced only 
by the hearsay of private conversation. And the sen- 
tence is said to have been passed by a tribunal conscious 
of its injustice. Some of these improbabilities would 
be lessened if the incident were transferred to the close 
of his sojourn near his native city, and made the occa- 
sion of his removal. By that time he had become the 
centre of a club of ardent young men, heated with the 
“new wine” of heretical opinion, and not unlikely to 
commit him by rash use «of written as well as oral 
teachings of his. If, in their alarm, the friends of these 
young men raised the plea that, under his influence, a 
new and dangerous sect was in process of growth, it 
would not be wholly without plausibility, or out of 
character with the temper which was already aiming at 
the legal suppression^ Cartesianism? The magistrates, 
who would not act on the prompting of a Jewish 
anathema on an unknown youth, might listen to com- 
plaints, reaching them from families of influence, against 
one who, in spite of his retired habits, was in effect 
becoming an heresiarch and spreading disaffection to 
the religion of the land. 

But it needs no civil process to explain Spinoza's 

1 The Leiden Edict of final proscription sgainst the Cartesian philo- 
sophy, for resistance to which the venerable Heidaa waa deposed from 
Us chair, was not passed till 1075. Bat it had been preceded by 
aarlier edicts restricting the liberty of teaching the doctrines of the 
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removal from the neighbourhood of Amsterdam. ^The 
change probably originated with bis host and friend; 
who, as a Collegiant, found it agreeable to go and live 
among members of the same religious body at Rhijns- 
burg, near Leiden. Their central institution was at 
this village; and their presence was so marked a 
feature of the place that they were as often called 
Ehijnsburgers as Collegiants. To Spinoza their freedom 
of mind and simplicity of habit were congenial; and 
he simply shared the movements of his companion; 
though perhaps not sorry, on his own account, to place 
at a greater distance his embarrassing relations with 
his family and the lost friends of his early life. 

The two years at Rhijnsburg, though wholly un- 
eventful, were probably among the most fruitful in his 
mental history. At their beginning, his intellectual 
relations to Descartes, clearly defined on the subject of 
determinism, were otherwise in a very unsettled con- 
dition ; at their end, had attained 4heir final exactness. 
In this interval, his speculative system was wrought 
out in its full proportions in his mind, so as to bring 
ontology, physics, ethics, politics, into one organism. 
And to reach this comprehensive result was impossible 
without the consciousness that what he had to pro- 
pound was a new and original philosophy, which it was 
his life-work to impart as a *r tjfia et? del for the world. 
The matter -on which he was still not dear was the 
best method and order of exposition. His mind was 
made up that geometry afforded the true model of 
cogent consecutive reasoning : and he would throw his 
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schepie of thought into propositions, linked into a dose 
chain of deduction. But from what list of primary 
assumptions to make the start, and how to divide it 
between axioms and definitions, and by what means to 
render the definitions fruitful without turning them 
into something more than definitions, was as yet by no 
means determined, and was subject to frequent reflec- 
tion and experiment with him. His “Short Treatise,” its 
Appendix, his Correspondence, and his Ethics, all exhibit 
(within the compass of three or four years) different 
modes of handling the same conceptions for the pur- 
poses of proof. To rid himself of this wavering, by a 
deliberate study' of Method, was the principal aim of his 
reading and meditation at Rhijnsbuig. # 

He had a pupil living with him there to whom 
he gave lessons in the Cartesian Natural Philosophy. 
For his text-book he chose the second part, with some 
sections of the third, of Descartes’ Principia Philoso- 
phise ; omitting the Metaphysical pflelude contained in 
the first as unsuited to the mediocre capacity which 
he had to reach . 1 But the same consideration induced 
him to set aside, in the books which he expounded, 
Descartes’ analytical way of resolving concrete facts 

1 The anonymous pupil was probably the Albert Burgh who, after- 
ward* becoming a Roman Catholic, addressed to Spinoza the letter 
(No. 67) of September 5, 1676, in hope of converting him,— at curl- 
on* specimen of arrogant commonplace and sacerdotal vulgarity. It 
met with a abort and trenchant reply (No. 76). From Rhijiuburg 
(February 1668, SuppL p. 897), Spinoza apeak* of him with dislike and 
distrust, though with hope that he will outgrow his flightfnrss end his 
preference of novelty to truth. Meanwhile, there is no one sgainst 
whom he is more on his guard ip the ex pr es si on of opinion. 
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and picking out of them the properties he wanted, as 
he went along; and to substitute the synthetic order, 
fore-announcing what he intended to treat as funda- 
mental, and advancing thence to the series of inferences 
implicitly involved. The one procedure might be good 
for the discoverer ; the other was the instrument for 
the teacher; — and not for him alone, but for any one 
who would rigorously test alleged discoveries. He 
therefore recast his text-book into the form of geome- 
trical deduction : and this exercise, with his experience 
of its didactic value, probably fixed his ideas of Method, 
and gave shape to his project for his own philosophy : 
the more so, because he was persuaded to apply the 
same transformation to the first book of the Principia, 
and found that its metaphysics yielded to the process 
not less readily than the doctrine of bodies. 

These abstracts of Descartes were published with 
his name in 1663, with an appendix of “ Metaphysical 
Thoughts,” containing many useful explanations of 
difficult terms, and some lines of reasoning which seem 
to open the way to his own philosophy. Yet they 
perplex us by presenting still an elaborate defence of 
Freewill, which he is said to have long renounced. 
His editor, Meyer, excuses him by saying that, in 
teaching his pupil, he felt bound to sink his personality 
and remain the mere representative of Descartes. But 
if so, it is strange that these “ Thoughts ” should stand 
as the recognized indication of philosophical advance 
from Descartes to Spinoza. 1 

1 In hi* relation* with hi* Rhijniboig pupil, and the publication 



CHAP. Ilf 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


43 


the two years which led up to this publication 
we should know nothing, were it not that here his 
correspondence comes into play ; and, in spite of its 
impersonal character, gives many a glimpse into the 
course of his mind and work. Its opening exhibits 
him in relations of amity with a man so remote from 
him in genius and disposition, that one is more sur- 
prised at the number of letters which passed between 
them than at a certain malaise and guardedness that 
pervades the whole set. 

Heinrich Oldenburg of Bremen had come over to 

arising out of them, it is difficulty to acquit Spinoza of resorting to 
something liko the Catholic “Discipline Arcani.” The origin of the 
book he explains (Ep. 13) by saying that it was mainly prepared for 
dictation to a youth “ whom ho did not wish openly to instruct in his 
opinions ” — a phrase which seems to imply that ho did not mean to 
guard against an indirect infiltration of his doctrine. He cautions his 
confidants at Amsterdam (Suppl. p. 297) on no account to communi- 
cate his opinions to this youth. His concealment goes beyond the 
limits of mere reserve : ill the Cogitata MeAphysica (which doubt- 
less give his elucidations of the dictated propositions) he is no longer 
the mere mouthpiece of tho Principle, but constructs arguments of 
his own on behalf of Freewill which (according to Moyer) he did not 
believe. Whatever his obligation to represent, without criticising, 
Descartes, it did not require him to leave a false impression in proprid 
pcrxmd. But neither is he consistently faithful to Descartes : bis 
metaphysical annotations introducing new divisions and independent 
discussions, which belong to his own philosophy. His reticence there- 
fore teems to be a mixed result of conscientiousness towards his pupil 
tad personal prudence. The extreme value which he set upon the 
latter is excused by the intolerance of his age ; but it abates the 
interest of his character, to come across tbs frequent sentiment, "Hoc 
hmninnm commune viUum est, eonsilit sum, et si tadto opus sst^ sills 
cruder*” Tract Theol-PoL, V, VL, and Land, I* p. 60& 
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this country os consul for his native city in the 0 time 
of the Protectorate. His acquaintance with Milton, 
then Latin Secretary to the Council, was probably 
official in its origin, but pushed into personal intimacy 
by art, in which Oldenburg was evidently an adept. 
On losing or quitting his office, he removed to Oxford 
for the sake of access to the Bodleian Library, and 
supported himself for several years as private tutor, 
first to Lord Henry O’Bryan, and then to Lord William 
Cavendish. Here he established friendly relations 
with a group of remarkable men, who, under* the 
auspices of Wilkins, held, at Wadham, meetings of 
their “ Philosophical ” of “ Invisible College ” for 
scientific discussion ; Dr. Seth Ward and Dr. Wallis, 
Savilian Professors of Astronomy and Geometiy, Wren, 
Boyle, and Hooke ; and when this club received from 
Charles II. its incorporation as the “ Koyal Society,” he 
was appointed second or acting secretary with Dr. 
Wilkins, and edited its “ Transactions ” till 1677 . For 
this position he must have been indebted to his per- 
sonal and social, rather than his intellectual qualities. 
He had scientific knowledge enough to see the papers 
of others through the press. He could make himself 
useful to Boyle by turning his essays into Latin. He 
could send any remarkable memoir in the “Trans- 
actions” to the continental centres of science, and 
invite in return the newest information of what was 
doing there. But neither in his original papers nor 
in his published correspondence is there any indication 
of high intelligence or large attainments. He was 
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fondsof the society of able men, and content to be poor 
for the sake of it; but tfould hardly have passed for 
more than a scientific gossip, had it not been for the 
punctual industry with which he ordered the business 
of the new society, and relieved its president and 
members by innumerable small services. 

Being on the Continent in the summer of 1661, 
OldenbuTg went out from Leiden to Khijuaburg on 
purpose to see Spinoza. What could attract him to 
the retreat of a student as yet silent and unknown ? 
We ’might suppose that, being curious about micro- 
scopes and telescopes, he sought him merely as a 
working opticiah, were it Not that the intercourse of 
that visit was immediately continued by letters, in 
which there is no mention of lenses, but the whole 
range of Spinoza's metaphysics comes into discussion. 1 
He must have heard a rumour of the genius of Spinoza 
from some private observer who could give him access 
to the recluse : and \here is reason*to conjecture that 
Huyghens was the medium of introduction. On the one 
hand, he was in friendly relations with Spinoza, both as 
a zealous student of Descartes, and as engaged, for some 
years past, in the same art of perfecting the form and 
surface of lenses. And on the other hand, he not only 
was well known to Oldenburg’s English friends; by 
his discovery of one of Saturn’s moons, by his appli- 
cation of the pendulum to timepieces, by his measure- 
ment of the areas of curves (reported by him direct to 
Wallis), hut was in this very year on a scientific visit 

‘ Ep. l, t 
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to London, and attending the meetings of the Boyal 
Society. Whenever Huyghehs and Spinoza met, their 
first talk was of Oldenburg, 1 as would be natural if 
his friendship were a common property, in which the 
elder had granted a partnership to the younger. 

If he presented himself at Ehijnsburg with such cre- 
dentials, it is the less surprising that Oldenburg seems to 
have completely broken down Spinoza’s usual reticence, 
and drawn from him the freest statement of opinion 
"on Ood, on infinite extension and ttibught — their 
agreement and difference, — on the nature of the uftion 
If the human soul with the body ; and further, on the prin- 
ciples of the Cartesian and the Baconian philosophies.’’ 8 
It was perhaps pleasant to meet with so good a listener 
as this visitor from England ; on whose part he knew 
himself secured against plagiarism by honourable char- 
acter, though he did not yet know that he was also 
secured by speculative incapacity. The subsequent cor- 
respondence shows *lhat the two nftinds never met, and 
never could meet, in discussing the ultimate problems of 
philosophy ; and that the Ehijnsburg intercourse, with 
all its frankness, had given Oldenburg no insight what- 
ever into Spinoza’s meaning.® By degrees, they get 
t? understand their inevitable misunderstandings: the 
pMlosopher withdraws his confidences, and the secretary 

1 Ep. 20. * Ep. 1. 

* See especially Ep. 31, written four yean after, with plenty of ex- 
planation between. Yet Oldenburg, in urging Spinoza to publish his 
system of thought, feels 14 assured that he intends to advance nothing 
against the existence and providence of Ood : and if these are safe. 
Religion is unshaken, and philosophical speculation ia easily defended.*' 
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his *Jjortatives to take heart and publish; and the 
intercourse, effusively begun, dies off into coolness and 
commonplace. The letters, however, which represent it 
have considerable biographical interest. 

From the very first of them we learn that among 
the subjects discussed at Ehijnsburg was the relative 
value of Descartes and Bacon as intellectual guides ; and 
from the second we obtain Spinoza's estimate of their 
defects, centering for the most part in a false doctrine 
respecting tb* nature and causes of error. This is 
the first appearance of Bacon’s name in the memorials 
of Spinoza’s studies : and it carries on it the markJ* 
of recent reading. If his attention was concentrating 
itself on questions of Method, he could no longer dis- 
pense with a knowledge of the Novum Organon and the 
De Augmentis : for if they were right, the geometric 
path which I10 was tracing would lead him quite 
astray. The necessities of his work compelled him to 
settle accounts between the rival tendencies of the 
time in the conduct of the understanding ; and engaged 
him closely with Descartes’ Discours de la Methods on 
the ’one hand, and Bacon’s Novum Organon on the other. 
He was so far dissatisfied with both, as to project and 
commence a treatise of his own, De Intellectus Emenda* 
time, at which, after laying down its main lines It' 
Ehijnsburg, he worked at intervals through life with- 
out completing it. It is far more Cartesian than 
Baconian, and insists upon self-evidencing ideas, and 
secure deduction from them, as the only way to truth 
and safeguard against the errors of limited experience. 
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This fragment, unlike the earlier “Short Treatise,” 
bears obvious traces of acquaintance with^ Bacon,* 
though his name is never mentioned: and as it was 
sufficiently advanced in 1662 for its speedy publica- 
tion to be contemplated and urged, 8 it affords some 
insight into Spinoza's studies during these unwitnessed 
years. In saying that they were spent in reading 
little and thinking much, Colet, it would seem, ha» 
chronologically misapplied a general characteristic of 
the philosopher’s life. Never again, it may lift suspected, 
was he so occupied with books as during his ‘residence 
It Rhijnsburg. 

The band of young diseiples at Amsterdam would 
not allow his removal to sever their* connection with* 
him: and from a letter of the mofts devoted of 
them, Simon de Vries, we learn the important fact 
that already Spinoza was sending to them, piece- 
meal, sections of his Ethics as they were written. 
At the meetings of their Society, 6ach member in turn 
read the newest manuscript and stated how he under- 
stood it: and if among the rest inconsistent inter- 
pretations arose, reference was made to the Master for 
a solution of the perplexity. They are puzzled about 
the nature of Definitions, and wonder whether, by infer- 
ence from them, you can alight on any reality. They 
do not see that it is the nature of finite substance to 

1 Slgwmrt his collected the most striking of these, op. dL p. 157, 
note. 

1 Kp. 11, itself dated by OMenbmg, April 8, 1688 ; bat replying to 
Ep* 6, written by SpinoM near the tad of 1661* probably Noraabca 
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hay# many attributes, and want a proof of it They 
cannot manage to conceive of Thought without ideas, 
and beg for fcelp in the process. And Lodewyk Meyer 
is in sore difficulty about the doctrine of the infinite 
and of its alleged indivisibility. Spinoza patiently 
answers all their doubts, in ways to be hereafter 
noticed. The one thing that concerns us here is the 
biographical fact, that by February 1663 he had com- 
municated at least the first seventeen Propositions of 
the Ethics tt|his confidants at Amsterdam. 1 

At Bhijnsburg, therefore, he was at work upon both 
his De Intellectus Emendations and his Ethica, the former 
taking the lead,, and containing repeated promises of 
the latter as its ov^n proper fruit In these promises, 
as Sigwart has jointed out,* there are traces of a larger 
design than he ever executed, — a design embracing the 
whole of his “philosophy,” the Physical side as well 
as the Ethical. Thus toth the works now projected 
and commenced remained fragmentary, though the 
second formed a whole of reduced scope. In no small 
degree they must have interfered with one another. 
The first was intended as an Organon, laying down the 
principles of Knowledge and order of Discovery to 
which the structure of the second should conform. 
But in Spinoza’s school less than in any other is it. 
possible thus to prefix a Logic to its Metaphysics: 

1 Sea Ep. S. The Hoi. cited do not agree with the Anal arrange* 
neat of the " Ethica : " the “ 3d Scholium of Prop, viii.” is now tha 
Sehol to Prop. x. ; and the “Scholium to Prop. xix." la the present 
ScboL to Prop. xrii. 1 Op. til. p. 168. 
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and he found his exposition of the rules of knjjWing 
already bespeaking the things known; so that if he 
had completed his theory of Method, he would have 
told, in the process, the substantive truth which was 
professedly waiting to take shape from it. Except to 
a mind preoccupied by his metaphysical conceptions, 
his “Emendation” can bring no conviction, and afford 
guidance only by its incidental lights. To this organic 
inseparability of form and matter Aveijarius ascribes 
the unfinished state of the “ Emendatfllh ” treatise. 
Spinoza “had to break off," because, when he came to 
define the intellect, he could not do it without resort 
to his metaphysical system for which he was only 
preparing the way: and “this difficulty forced him 
to see, that a doctrine of the intellect coiid not be a 
prelude to his metaphysics, inasmuch as it can arise 
only as their result ." 1 Certain it is that, after having 
both undertakings in progress’ together, and setting his 
hand now to on$ of them and now to the other, the 
earlier and more forward one was outstripped by the 
later, and dropping at last out of the race, never reached 
the goal. 


1 Avenariua, op, eil. p. 19. 



CHAPTER 111. 

AT VOORBURG— 1G63-1G70. 

*» 

In April 1663 we find Spinoza removing his furniture 
to the village of Voorburg, about two miles from the 
Hague. He did not himself settle there till June; but 
visited Amsterdam, to make arrangements for the 
publication of his Geometrical Proof of the Cartesian 
Principia, & his Metaphysical Thoughts. 1 He en- 
gaged Meyer to revise the style andTto write a preface, 
disclaiming for the author more than a partial assent 
to the doctrines of Descartes which he expounded. 
He gives an interesting measure of Slis rate of work 
when he tells us that it took him two weeks (apparently 
during his visit) to reduce the first part of the Prin- 
cipia to geometrical form. 

It is perhaps vain to speculate on his motive for 
changing his place of residence. But there are some 
indications of a desire to place himself within reach of 
powerful protectors who would secure him from harm 
in the contemplated publication of his philosophy ; and 
such protectors he would have in the brothers De Witt 
at the Hague. This is what he means when be tells 


1 Ep. is. 
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Oldenburg that he has friends influential in the £tate, 
who may guard him against danger ; and that, if they 
cannot, he will hold his peace. Joan de Witt was 
near the climax of his power. He had honourably 
closed one war with England, and was not yet 
threatened by the next. Her favour to the House of 
Orange he had bought off by promising to withhold 
support from the family of the Stuarts. He had 
brought the finances of Holland into order. He had 
maintained the edicts of toleration, and stretched to 
the utmost the legal liberties of the press. He had 
put heart into the Kepublican party by exhibiting, in 
the provinces where it prevailed, a ten years' proof of 
its splendid capacity for rule. But for all this there 
was something precarious in his strength. It was 
deficient in the material weight of popular support; 
and, to preserve its ascendency, needed the zeal and 
vigilance of every class in tile State distinguished by 
political insight Aid just desires . *> Among the minori- 
ties, ruled less by passion than by ideas, on which the 
hegemony of Holland and its Grand Pensionary rested, 
Spinoza’s school, though inconspicuous, was intellect- 
ually too important for him to be indifferent to its 
disinterested aid. At this very time a book was 
preparing (to appear eighteen months after 1 ) which, 
erroneously ascribed to Spinoza, came not improbably 
from within his circle, and effectively served the pur- 
pose of a party pamphlet against the opponents of the 

1 Lncii Antiatii Constat) tis De jure Ecclesi&sticoram Liber singu- 
laris, etc, Alethopoli, apud Cnjuxn Vslerium Pennatam, 1665. 
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Republic. It insists on the supremacy of the civil 
power, and denies to the clergy all rights except such 
as are assigned them by law; and protests against 
their attempts, either by ecclesiastical edicts or by 
pulpit denunciations, to excite disaffection, and subject 
the State to the Church. The design of the argument 
is to rebuke the factious agitation of the Calvinistic 
clergy, especially in Zealand where they were domi- 
nant, against De Witt and his proposed suppression of 
the hereditary Stadtholderate. This book Leibniz, 1 
relying on the initials of its pretended author — LA.C. 
— attributed to a well-known Republican writer whom 
he himself had Ynet — (Jacqhes) De la Court, i.e. Van 
den Hoof (or Hoven) — and whose active pen Joan de 
Witt himself was believed sometimes to aid.* The 
republican spirit was hereditary ii^ his family. His 
grandfather, on the death of William II. of Orange in 
1650, had a medal struck representing the lifeless 
body stretched upon the ground, with the motto beneath 
it " Liberty for ever I” Whether the book is dfae to 
Van den Hoven, or, as others have thought, to Lodewijk 
Meyer, it speaks with the voice of the Spinoza school, 
and illustrates its close relations with the policy of the 
De Witts. 

The literary labours of Spinoza at Voorburg were 
Ukqjly, he was well aware, to array against him a force 

> TModicte, M 375, 876. 

* Especially in hit Aanvrijztng der beilxamt «n politique groudtn 
van Holland, 1671, previouily (1669) published under tb« title, 
Intend van Holland. In soma of hit books tho ti tit-page can-tea 
hte Dutch initiate, V. D. H. 
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of passionate resistance, and to need the safeguard of 
some high protection. The seven years which he 
spent there w p*e divided in pretty equal sections 

between his two chief works — the Ethics and the 

* 

Theologico- Political Treatise — with some preliminary 
attention to the unfinished piece on Method. The 
Ethics he continued to compose in Latin, and to send 
in portions to Amsterdam, for his disciples to study and 
translate into Dutch. In that circle was a young 
physician, Dr. Joah Bffesser, under whose advice, in the 
spring of 1665, he had treated himself for an attack 
of tertian ague. During a visit to Amsterdam in 
April, Spinoza had (by Invitation) balled upon him, 
but found that their movements had crossed, for he 
was absent at the Hague. Keturning thither with the 
expectation of falling in with him at Voorburg, and of 
receiving from him “ the conserve of red roses ” which 
he had prescribed, he was 4nortified to learn that 
Bresser had gon8 home- Without taking any notice of 
hink This inattention, relieved by no written apology, 
elicited from Spinoza a letter (one of the recent dis- 
coveries) singularly characteristic of his fine temper. 
Without disguising his hurt feeling, he is so far from 
running it into any estrangement that he makes it the 
occasion of proposing a regular and intimate corre- 
spondence. He encourages Bresser to believe himself 
capable of greater things than his self-distrust permits 
him to imagine ; and assures him that his tibnfidences 
shall be safe in the freest interchange of thought with 
him. And then, as if to crown this expression of 
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gene^us trust^he proposes to send him, for study and 
translation, the additional portion of tte Ethics which 
is now in readiness. If he cannot ^undertake it, it 
shall go to De Vries. He h^d not intended to forward 
the manuscript till it waf completed ; rat as it takes 
longer to wind up than he expected, he will make two 
parcels of it. 1 

The first parcel, he says, goep as far os the eightieth 
proposition of the third part. The third part,* as we 
now have it, contains only fifty-tfSne propositions ; but, 
as Trendelenburg has remarked, the fourth is really 
continuous with it, -and the separation of the two was 
probably an afterthought, induced by the inconveniently 
high number to which the propositions ran. If so, he 
had advanced as far as I V. xxi.* As he evidently felt 
himself within sight of the end, and would hardly send 
off the last sheets of what he had written, we may 
reasonably conclude thejjh the regaining ninety proposi- 
tions would be finished within two “or three months. 
In that case the work would be off his hands by 
August 1665. For the letter which he is writing,* 

1 Ep. 28. Tbe receiver of the letter is indicated only by the initial*, 
J* B. ; but there can be little doubt that they belong to Joan Bresser, 

* Trend. Beitr., iii. pp. 294-5. To recover the original scheme of 
tbe Ethics, tbe reduction of the present number of books must probably 
be carried still further. Spinoza never mentions a higher number 
three in speaking ef the parts, as they arise in the execution of 
We friUkii ; and, it would seem, his first design was to expound in 
enfceeefoa--||| doctrine of Being, the doctrine of Knowing, the doctrine 
of Character. The expansion of the last under his hand occasioned 
iAmttotitm into three parts. Tbe first mention of fire parte is by 
Oldenburg, inly 22, 1675. Ep. 62. 
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though undated, fixes itself to the ^evious Magr by 
two internal ' lharks^ff .^pe — vis,' the ’statement that, 
since his Apjqt^isit ^y Anistferdam^ he has waited 
three weeks hear, fnoip Bresser; and an 
allusion to the r^hewm^oa with England which had 
been declared at the,' fjjKi cfJFebruary, with an expres- 
sion of impatience that the fleet should put to sea and 
face the naval battl^ vjhich opened on|he 3d June. 


W^h t^is cQncliMtmi,.tngt the meat, work on which 
SpinOea's feputatinn'|Mfc. ‘begun ift 16$l’, was already 
complete before qutumi^ of -l^twell accords 
that in Septembes^Oldenburg 1 2 twits iSim with having 
turned from philosophy to theology, to’ treat of “ angels 
and miracles and prophecy" — in evident allusion to 
his having taken in hand his Theologico- Political 
Treatise. For the next four years his industry was 
concentrated upon this worfcj-a disproportioned time 
if measured by the product of the previous equal term, 
but not if|$p (Alow for the difference between an 
gcUMrement of genius and a result of study. His 
Epics depended Wly on his powers of thought, spon- 
taneously moving on the lines or off the lines traced 
already by Descartes. His Treatise deals with a vast 
ancient literature and history, and involves a continued 
criticism of the opinions of others on a cyclopaedia of 
unsettled questions. Its theological discussions 
him back to his Hebrew studies of ten yeara 

1 The time of this visit is determined by Ep. 27, 

Ep. 24, of Muck 27, which ho received just 
Amsterdam. * Ep. 28. 
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amfgobliged hiq|to turn again, with a, fresh eye, to the 
text of the Pentateuch the “burdens" of the 
Prophets^ and ^ppipaib'them with notes stored in 
bis portfolio ever pace he wa^^cjit <$f from IsraeL" 
fie had to blow the H iM TO <bjjH Maimonides and 
make sure, by reperusaV’ittt^ws strictures did him 
no wrong. Some slight trace of his return at this 
time to Jewisji $tj^lies a>ay perjiaps be found in his 
simultaneous congspondenhe uri th the tir^pm/Blyen- 
beig. Fob M laid 

on the evidfl^bejbf Spinoza’s ‘fndel^dness to rabbinical 
philosophy for bisi characteristic exceptions. But one 
telling example bf coincidence is certainly produced in 
the doctrine that “ good ” and “ evil ” have no objective 
reality, but are merely relative to our feeling; and 
that “evil,” in particular, is nothing positive, but a 
privatum only, or t to^existence. It is Maimonides 

especially who, insisting on this theory, contrasts the 
relativity of " good ^tnd evil ” with* th* jjeality for all 
minds of the “true and false.” 1 ^ Ana in tluLMjrte^ 
spring of 1665 Spinoza dwells 'With the strongly 
emphasis on the same doctrine in connection with the 
same illustration, from the story of the Fall. 1 This, it 
is true, antedates a little the commencement of his 
freatise ; but his reading for it may well have preceded 


composition and run parallel with the last stage of 


lypn Mtimon. Mon Nebochim, 1 Thdl, cop. t, to quoted bp Dr. 

JU| in hit Entjr Znr Ocnoote dor Lehre Spinooo’s i BriolM, 
ifTl, ppTM, 45. * Epp. IS, SI, 28. 
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The political chapters of the Treatise, though»*de- 
pending more 'ap speculative faculty than on learning, 
could not have ljeen produced without considerable 
reading. Its theory of the State is evidently a modified 

IV . •* 4 

reproduction of Hobbes, whose book “De Cive” was 
well known in Holland, having appeared there in its 
final form in 1647. 1 And the knowledge of Machia- 
velli, which is shown in a later criticism 2 upon him, 
muat'ddubtless have been gained before treating so 
larger of the principlJ| # of government. Whatever 
studies wire subservient^, to the* definite shaping of 
Spinoza’s political cfoctrine t are ^most fitly referred to 
this time. The only passage in the Ethics (IV. xxxvii. 
Sell. 2) which, expounding the same theory of society, 
is parallel to the chapters on Civil Life in the Theo- 
logico- Political Treatise* occurs only a few pages 
beyond the packet of manuscript which he despatched 
to Bresser in May 16G5. And the simultaneous publica- 
tion of the pseudoliymous “ Liber bingularis ” of “ Con- 
stant” in advocacy of the same principles, affords another 
T* indication that, in the Spinoza circle, the application 
of philosophy to politics had become, for the moment, 
a prominent, if hot a paramount, subject of interest. 

It is natural to ask how it was that Spinoza, after 
finishing his Ethics, left it to sleep the years away in 
manuscript, and turning his back upon it threw himself 
immediately into another work, which he gave % tigi 

1 The collected Open Philosophic*, published in Amsterdam,^ not 
appear till 1668. 1 Tract Polit, v. 7, V. VI. and Land, I. p. SOL 

* i«. Chap*, xri. xvii. part 
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wofyl as soon as he could complete it It was not in 
obedience to the precept — 

“ Si quid . . . 

Scripseris, in M^ci descendat judicis aures, 

Et patris et nqstras, ncnumque preiu^tur in annum, 

Membranis intua positia :” i 

for the readers to whom he communicated what ho had 
written were not philosophers or critics whose judg- 
ment he could value as a check to his own, h||t young 
disciples who palled him “ Master,” and whose & cul- 
ties taught him nothing but patience in removing them. 
It may be taken for certain that he intended immediate 
publication, subject oaly to the condition, — which ho 
did not expect to fail him, — that by preserving the 
anonymous he could avoid tlio risk of odium and per- 
secution. As he approached the closing section, he 
would become anxious to determine this remaining 
doubt ; and a motive tis thus supplied for his April 
visit to Amsterdam^ There he woyld be able to con- 
sult all the friends who hud read the manuscript: 
there he could confide his purpose to the publishers 
most likely to give it success : there he would ascertain 
whether his papers had passed too freely from hand to 
hand for the authorship to remain a secret. The result, 
we may well, believe, awakened his fears, and sent him 
back with a resolve to open his assault upon public 
eirojp from another side, and by a work which, never 
Uftvjpig* his own desk during its progress, should be 
bviigfefe home to him by neither indiscretion nor 
treachery. 


1 Hor. de Art. Port. 888-9. 
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This resolve received its completion in 1669 ; Jmd 
in the following year the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus 
appeared, without the author’s name, and with the 
announcement on the title-page of a pseudonymous 
printer (Henr. Kiinraht) and place of publication 
(Hamburg). The excitement which it occasioned, both 
of admiration and of antipathy, is evidenced by its rapid 
reissue under fictitious titles, representing it now as 
an historical an<F now as a medical book ; and by its 
synodical* condemnation as early as April 1671, along 
with the Leviathan of Hobbes and other works, as a 
Socinian production, and its consequent proscription 
by the States -General of Holland, Zealand, and West 
Friesland. 1 The fate which it thus encountered Spinoza 
had always contemplated with dread, and done his 
utmost to avoid. Havifig heard in February 1671 
from a certain Professor N. N., that a Dutch translation 
of the book was about to appear, he wrote in eager 
alarm to Jarrig «Telli^ begging llim to ascertain the 
facts and stop the proceeding, as neither he nor his 
^friends would relish the interdict which would be 
sure tof follow.^ ^ Either the rumour was false, or the 

1 For the Edict,* see Van der Linde, Bibliografie, p. 2, and Pol- 
lock's Spinoza, App. B. 

* Ep. 43. Dr. Van Vloton conjectures (B. do Spin. *81, note, 
ap. Pollock, 33) that Spinoza's infordUnt was Christopher Wittich, 
the Cartesian mathematician and theologian. Aa he wai^promoted 
thence to Leiden exactly at this time, he may have visited Spinoza in 
connection with his removal. He was not likely to have bee* in the 
secret of the authorship ; but may have talked about the book as a 
current topic. 
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pre^ntion successful; for no Dutch translation was 
published before Joh. Heinr. Glasemaker’s in 1693. 1 
For the clergy, however, Latin is no disinfectant, and 
cannot quench the scent of heresy: what were they 
there for, but to detect and denounce such poison under 
every disguise ? 

j We return from the external history of this Treatise 
at its origin to notice a few incidental variations of 
Spinoza’s life during its production. It was impossible 
for him to correspond with the secretary of the Royal 
Society without receiving the latest scientific nows, and 
being drawn into the active polemic of the day between 
retreating theories and advancing discoveries in physics. 
Oldenburg overwhelms him with complimentary mess- 
ages from Boyle (who never takes the trouble to speak 
for himself), and, what is wdrse, with his treatises on 
saltpetre, on fluidity, on the elasticity of air, on chemi- 
cal transformations, on £he thermometer and the micro- 
scope; and expects *in return not 0nly his criticisms 
upon them, but his aid in their continental circulation. 
In a long discussion which thus arises respecting th* 
difference between nitre and nitric goad, 3 it is rather 
humiliating to find that the only point t>n which Boyle 
and Spinoza are at one is a false assufnption, viz. that 
the characters and behaviour of these bodies are explic- 
able by the size, shape, *end motion of their component 
atoms,-r-in other words, that all qualitative differences 

1 De rechtzinnige foeologaot, of godgcleerde etaatkundige rer- 
handelinge. Te Hamburg. JJjr Hour. KoennuuL (Fictitious place 
and name.) 1698. * Ej rp. 5-7, 11. 
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are resolvable into quantitative. In attempting iheir 
explanation on this principle, they at once diverge ; in 
spite >of their common aversion to the mediaeval or 
Aristotelian treatment of natural phenomena, Boyle 
has not yet freed himself from abstract preconceptions 
and gone fully over to the method of induction ; and 
Spinoza has adopted new ones from Descartes, which 
prevent his even trying to quit the path of deduction. 
They argued together in vain. Each grew impatient 
with what was best in the other. Spinoza was acute 
in his reasoning : Boyle was strong in his experiments. 
But Boyle found Spinoza’s reasoning irrelevant; and 
Spinoza declared Boyle’s experiments superfluous. The 
discussion is obsolete, except as forming a curious 
illustration of the past logic of science . 1 

1 The assumption that quantitative variation could indefinitely 
change the qualities of bodies left the alchemist doctrine some lin- 
gering hold on Spinoza’s mind. “I called,” he says (Ep.,40), “on 
Mr. Vos [Isaac Vossiu? afterwards ^Canon of Windsor] about the 
business of Helvetius [John Fried, physician at the Hague]. He 
^ughed outright, and was amazed that I should ask him about such 
nonsense. Without caring a straw for this, I went to the workman 
himself, ll&chtclt by name, who had tested the gold. He told a very 
different story from M* Vos ; declaring that iff the process of fusion 
and precipitation the weight of gold was incrltsed by the amount of 
the weight of silver thrown into the crucible to get the precipitate*; so 
that he firmly believed there was soq^hing singular in this gold 
which had turned his silver into gold. Nor was he alone in this be- 
lief: but several other persons present ft the time fourid that it was 
so. I then went to Helvetius himselfijriio ilufcred tee both the gold 
and the crucible, still filmed over inside with gold, and told me that 
he had flung hardly a quarter of a graifcjt barley or mustard into the 
melted lead. He added that he meant soon to publish the whole story ; 
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^ot less interesting is it, from the calm level of 
our present doctrine of fluidity, to contemplate another 
disturbance of philosophic equilibrium, occasioned by 
the tube of Torricelli. Around this innocent instru- 
ment the battle between the “plenists” and the 
“vacuists” was brought to its crisis. It was no new 
fact that a phial of water would remain full when 
inverted with its mouth dipped below the surface of a 
water-bowl, or that in a siphon the liquid could bo 
made to run up hill. This could surprise no one who 
understood Nature’s aversion to a vacuum : for what 
else could the water do, if vacuum was to be avoided ? 
To be consistent, then, it would behave in the same 
way were the phial 100 feet high, or, as Father Mersenno 
imagined and believed, Were the siphon to arch over a 
mountain. Hut now it appeared that if your tube was 
forty feet above its dip, the water became mutinous, 
and left Nature with six'feet of vacuum ; and, as Torri- 
celli shewed, mercury wa# worse, and stopped short at 
thirty inches. As the dilfereuco of weight between 
the two liquids is inversely proportional to the different*’ 
height of their columns, it seemed unquestiqpably a 
case of tvjro equivalent counterpoises Ip, the same atmo- 
spheric pressure. 

To complete the apparent discomfiture of the 
“ plenists,” Boyle’s implied air-pump enters the field. 

And further rclatggjji that (perlnjto man (the same, he supposed, that 
had invited him) had done theVme thing at Amsterdam, of whictf 
you have doubtless heard/ |3ia leaning of the reporter's mind is hers 
pretty evident 
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When t^e inverted phial in its water-bowl is put xjhder 
the receiver, and the air pumped out, down goes the 
counterpoise, as the sustaining pressure is lifted off; 
and with it the spirits of the plenist sink. Yet, rather 
than surrender, he addresses himself persuasively to 
the air-pump, and contrives, as Oldenburg reports, to 
bxingit over to his side. While the water falls in the 
phial, air-bubbles rise into its place at the Wp *> 
these, no doubt, it is that by their elasticity push 
it out : if you get rid of them, the phial will remain* 
as full as ever. The vacuists accept the test : by 
repeated use of the pump they throw off all tjj^air 
entangled in the water, which they then return lkto the 
phial and bowl, and once more shut up undef^the 
receiver. The assistant pump% and the vacuist watches 
for his triumph ; but the water, unwilling to descend, 
keeps the phial and declines the bowl ; and the plenist 
wins the game . 1 

Of such contest was the theatre of the Royal ^Society 
the scene. What does Spinoza think of it ? Oldenburg 
asks. As we have not his answer, we can only wonder 
wheth^gp with his Cartesian objection to a vacuum, he 
was satisfied with the Torricellian defeat ; bjl with his 
calm discernment, suggested that jftrhaps fKJair-pump 
leaked ! 

Spinoza’s occupation in fcis workshop naturally 
kept his attention awake to both the achievements and 
.the defects of the telescope ^gpljpus intercourse with 
Huyghens informed him of thmftew conquests by 

* tfp. 14. 
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Italian astronomers, specially Qiovanni 
his removAl to Paris, were croVning the 
of Galileo. Is reading his letters we, find 
the wonderful, moment which first shewed 
the transit of Jupiter’s satellites over 
hi! disc, <|r their eclipse within his shadow. And we 
besrftom§Huyghen8 himself the news that the strange 
appendhoe^to the body of Saturn, which, to Galileo’s 
eye, hat given the planet at one time a " trigem inum 
eprpus,” at another something like “horns,” is seen 
thnmsh his object-glass of 22-feet focus, to cast a 
s ha j pjp on the disc “as if from a ring.” Spinoza is 
delighted with this first determination of the form; 
and yet misses its true character, cheated perhaps by 
the name “handles” (ante), which the two side-pieces 
of the planet had obtained. He always thought* he 
tells us, that Descartes was hasty in treating these 
appendages a a planets frbtn not observing that they are 
in ctmtnct with Saturr* And so it appears that thpugh 
in 1665 riie two "horns ” had joined hands and made 
one belt, it still sat close upon the planet’s waist* and 
was but as an equatorial sheet thrown out by the play 
of riie gl<^ itself This mistake of {Spinoza’s is the 
more remdM§ble, bdSause his informant Huyghens had 
already determined the ring to be at a distance a! 
least equal to its own Breadth from the planet, and 
defined the ratio of tbair jfijameterS to be that of 9 s4t l 
la truth, Spifilm’s 4PNhal knowledge does not aean^ 
to have been so a c t — tc or so large as his opportwdfill! 

ISM. 



SPINOZA: HIS LIFE. 


PAST t. 


would lead us to expect. The reflective tendency Jt his 
genius did not permit him to pause with long patience 
upon the analysis of concrete facts, but hurried him 
away into the region of large conceptions (generals that 
had never been generalised), whence, as he believed, he 
could see them brought to the birth. 

From this languid interest in the details of con* 
temporary science it arises that Oldenburg asks in his 
letters far more questions than Spinoza answers. Even 
of his neighbour Huyghens he seems, when pressed to 
say what is thought about the escapement timepiece, 
to have nothing to tell. Yet no more startling addition 
had been made in that generation to the resources both 
of knowledge and of the arts. Ever since Galileo had 
shown that small oscillations of a pendulum were equal 
in their times, they had been used as measures in 
many an observatory; but for this purpose it was 
necessary to have an attendant to produce, to watch, 
to count them, & convert hims'elf, in short, into a 
living clock. The contrivance which enabled them to 
maintain, to count off, and to register themselves, at 
once gave them marvellous precision, and made them 
applicable to unimagined uses, especially the deter- 
mination of longitudes, even at sea. The invention 
had been rendered publicly famous at the Hague in 
1664, by a lawsuit which made good the claim of 
Huyghens against an impudent pretender to priority. 
And in foteign countries it was Evidently known that 
his investigations were still in progress and promised 
more. For as early as 1665 Oldenburg is eager to 
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hear if his “ new kind of pendulum, superior in exacti- 
tude,” and not yet, it would seem, made the subject of 
report This can refer only to his cycloidal pendulum 
from the isochronism of which, whatever its arc, he 
had expected great things; though the treatise* in 
which the properties of its curve were determined did 
not appear till 1673. Yet the only answer which 
Spinoza can send from the spot is this : — 

“The said Huyghenshas been and still is entirely taken tip 
with polishing lenses, and has fitted up for the purpose a work- 
shop which is neat enough. But what good it will do, I do not 
yet know, and, to say the truth, do not much care to know. 
For I am satisfied from experience that in spherical moulds the 
free hand will polish better and more safely than any machine. 
About the success of his pendulums and the time of his removal 
to France, I have no present information to give.” 4 

A similar reticence is observable with regard to the 
comet of 1664-6, of which Oldenburg, with a fresh 
letter about it from John Hovel ora his desk, sends 
an eager notice ; and to which he recurs about three 
weeks later, when the constitution and the path of 
the comet, pronounced to be parabolic by Hovel, had 
become the subject of controversy between him and 
Auzout Assuming his correspondent’s interest in the 
question, Oldenburg promises to communicate the re- 
sult of the discussion as soon as it emerges. Spinoza's 
re Ply uiakes no mention of the subject, neither thank- 
isg him for his report nor welcoming his promise* 

Horologium Oeeillatorium, Pariuie, containing also the method 
of finding the centre of oscillation. * £p. 3J, 

* It 1% however, right to state that Oldenburg'* flrit mention of the 
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In these notices of discovery respecting the*pen- 
dulum, and Saturn, and the comets, one thing strikes 
the Teader who observes their date. It is perhaps 
unreasonable to expect from the explorers of other 
planets any eager eye for the proceedings on our own 
But when we remember what was passing in the 
streets of London, and on the Northern Sea, during the 
summer and autumn of 1665, it is strange to see how 
slight a vestige it has left on the correspondence of 
its witnesses or participators. In the plague-stricken 
city whence Oldenburg wrote, ten thousand victims 
perished in a week; but apparently the visitation 
would have elicited no remark, had it not, by inter- 
ruption of business, delayed the arrival of a book, and 
suspended the regular meetings of the Royal Society. 
The subsidence of the pestilence “ by God's grace ” is 
interesting to the zealous secretary from its promise of 
resumption for these meetings. On the maritime war 
raging between England and Holland he spends a few 

new comet and of Hevel’s “ Prodromus Cometicus " upon It occun in 
his reply to a missing letter (September 4, 1665) of Spinoza’s, which 
may have started the subject by inquiries from the Voorburg side. 
This possibility is rather favoured by a remark in Oldenburg's second 
.letter, viz. that no one thinks the comet’s movements explicable on 
Descartes' hypothesis ; a remark which might certainly be sponta- 
neous, hut would more naturally be elicited by a correspondent’s prior 
question. Spinoza was at this time somewhat anxiously pondering 
Descartes’ laws of Motion, to which (with the exception of the sixth) 
he still adhered, not, it may bo suspected, without a little misgiving ; 
and so far as any new physical phenomenon promised him a test 
of their validity, it was interesting to him. But the interest was 
metaphysical rather than scientific. 
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moralising words : — “ We are in daily expectation of a 
second naval battle, unless your fleet should have again 
withdrawn into port. This bravery (about which you 
hint that you are at issue with one another) is animal, 
not human ; for if men’s actions were under guidance 
of reason, they would not thus tear each other to 
pieces.” 1 The “ second naval battle ” here mentioned 
did not come off that year, being prevented by a storm 
at sea. But the previous one, 3d June, was among 
the most terrible on record; eighteen ships of the 
Dutch were captured or burned ; their commander 
Opdam, with all his crew, was blown up in his 
“ Eendracht ; ” ahd seven thousand of their men were 
slain or taken prisoners. During the fight a single shot, 
sweeping the deck of the “ ltoyal Charles,” carried off 
at a stroke Lords Falmouth and Muskerry, and Boyle, 
a nephew of Oldenburg’s scientific friend, covering 
the Duke of York with their blood. For one who 
writes from the midst of so critical a* struggle, and who 
“believes that all Europe will be involved in war 
during the next summer,” it seems but a flat summing- 
up of the situation to say, “ Let us serve God with a 
pure mind, and cultivate solid and useful philosophy.” * 
This prophecy of universal war was not fulfilled, 
though the symptoms of the moment gave it some sup- 
port. Both the belligerents, feeling their maritime 
equality, were canvassing all round for alliances to 
turn the scale. England had induced the Bishop of 
Mttnster to invade OveiyBsel with a disreputable army 
1 Ep. si. Ep. si 
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of 20,000 men. This act was now moving Denmark 
to make common cause with Holland, and therefore 
her rival Sweden to take the other side, and transport 
an army over to Bremen (then Swedish), in aid of 
the Bishop’s operations. But in October 1665, the 
further spread of the conflict through minor States was 
arrested by Louis XIV., who replied to the solicitations 
of both parties, first by fruitless proposals of peace, 
then by espousing the Dutch cause, compelling the 
evacuation of Overysscl, buying off Sweden by a guar- 
antee against Danish attack, neutralising Brandenburg 
by alarm for its territory of Cleves, and so leaving 
England in complete isolation. Oldenburg, himself 
a Bremener, perceived how the area of the war was 
widening; and writing at the moment (October 12) 
when the Parliament at Oxford, dissatisfied with the 
peace proposals, was providing for a continuance of the 
struggle, he saw the evil not only prolonged but magni- 
fied ; failing to observe that, by the interposition of one 
great power in place of eeveral lesser, the equilibrium 
was so disturbed as to accelerate the return to repose. 
After another terrible year, in which London was kept 
on the stretch of dismay and suspense, now by her own 
great fire, and now by desperate battles at sea, whispers 
were heard of overtures for peace : in six months more 
it was forced upon the Dutch by Louis XIV., and upon 
the English by the shameful financial incapacity of 
Charles’s Government, which left the Medway and the 
Thames exposed to the incursions of De Buyter’s fleet, 
and led an indignant nation to prefer a decent peace 
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to a» mismanaged war. To secure the public safety, 
the treaty of Breda was signed in May 1667 ; and, to 
appease the public anger, Clarendon was impeached 
and banished in December. 

Slight as were Oldenburg’s allusions to the inter- 
national crisis of the autumn of 1665, they were in 
the form of direct questions, apparently quite artless. 
Yet Spinoza’s answer passes them by in silence, con- 
tent to speculate on the psychology of an intelligent 
worm hypothetically imprisoned in the human blood. 
Whether his suppressed letters, if we had them, would 
remove the impression of political nonchalance, or even 
reveal an attitude of dissension between the two friends, 
can never be known. But it deserves remark that 
precisely here there occurs a gap of ten years in their 
published correspondence ; and that its remaining por- 
tion is stiff and curt compared with the earlier. For 
half this interval the Theologico- Political Treatise 
(1670), from which 'Oldenburg nevdr quite recovered, 
may be answerable, but the earlier half of the blank 
needs some other explanation. 



CHAPTER IV. 

AT THE HAGUE— 1670 - 1677 . 

With the completion of his two great literary projects, 
Spinoza’s need of seclusion was much abated, and the 
motives which had brought him to the vicinity of the 
Hague urged him now into the city itself. His best- 
known friend, Huyghens, had five years before been 
tempted away to Paris by Colbert. But others there were, 
united with him by political or philosophical sympathy, 
who regretted the distance of his lodgings, and pressed 
him to becomo tlieir neighbour. ' When we hear that, 
even at Voorburg, he was constantly sought out by 
distinguished foreigners anxious to converse with him, , 
we are at a loss to account for a reputation so wide in 
an author who had produced only an annotated com- 
pend of a previous philosophy. But the thirst of that 
age for new thought and knowledge was keen; the 
intellectual republic was at once small and cosmopolitan, 
and by academical converse, or a tacit freemasonry 
of appreciation, originality often found an unsolicited 
recognition. At the Hague he would be within a 
morning call for visitors from other lands; at the 
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centfe of government, whence public affairs are best 
seen; among the Hite of every profession; with the 
choicest books and newest inventions ever at hand. 
His removal into the city was probably facilitated by 
a life-pension which (from an unknown date) was 
secured to him by Joan de Witt It was not easy in 
wandering through those handsome streets to discover 
a lodging suited to his modest wants; but at last a 
house on the Yeerkay, announcing rooms on the Becond 
Mage, invited him by its well-kept look: the interior 
confirmed the wholesome impression, nnd the demean- 
our of the widow van Werve, who led him upstairs, 
and told him the terms, mtfde him think he should be 
in good hands. But she would not have him unless she 
might board him : so he taxed his purse a little more, 
and shook himself free from all housekeeping cares. 1 

After the lapse of a < generation, the widow’s house 
was occupied by Coler, the worthy Lutheran minister, 
who became Spinoza’s biographer. He used as his 
study the single back-room which held the philoso- 

1 The tradition that Spinoza'* finrt lodging nt the Hague wae in the 
hoaae of the widow van Velden (Elaje van liouwening, the heroine of 
Grotiu*' escape) must, it seems, be dismissed as apocryphal, though 
handed down to us by Coler, who reports himself as an occupant of the 
same bouse (Panins, Bp. II., p. 617). In the first edition of this 
▼ohnn* I had adhered to the tradition on the warrant of a paper in the 
Transactions of a local Historical Society (Vereeniging ter beoefening dor 
geschkdsni* van's Gravenhage), in 1867. But more recent and carefid 
Investigation has deprived ua of this pleasant little bit of romance. Bee 
Ned. Spectator, 1871, p. 123 seqq. and 136 seqq. For this correction 
and n fames I an indebted to the k indues* of Professor Land. 
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pher’s bed, and books, and tools of work. No bouse, 
once made memorable, passes down without its tradi- 
tions ; and to these we owe the scanty notices remain- 
ing of the widow’s lodger. Though it was the pleading 
of friends that had brought him into town, the chief 
thing that struck observers seems to have been his 
loneliness of habit. Even for his meals he would often 
not quit his room, and for two or three days together 
would see no one. In part this may have been due to 
a discouraging experience of the cost of living at the 
Hague: for the necessity of retrenchment drove him 
next year to remove into a house on the Paviljoensgracht 
at the back of the widow’s, occupied by a painter, Van 
der Spijck, whose wife would allow him to provide his 
own meals, and save something by their frugality. 
Here he spent the last five and a half years of his life, 
endeared to his host and hostess by his sweet temper 
and quiet friendly ways, but declining all social visits 
beyond the housed though graciously receiving the calls 
of visitors entitled to seek him. 

It is not easy to give account of his studious time 
during his residence at the Hague, especially when we 
hear that he so closely filled it as now and then not 
to go out of doors for three months together. For it 
yielded, so far as appears, no literary fruit except the 
unfinished Political Treatise and the footnotes pre- 
pared for a revised edition of the Theologico- Political 
Treatise. These do not presuppose any large amount 
of reading, nor would their production cost the active 
mind of Spinoza three months’ labour. It is probable 
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that this feeble health was beginning to tell upon his 
power of intellectual achievement,— upon its quantity, 
though not upon its quality; and that the languid 
moods which insisted upon relief from strain became 
more frequent. His renewed intercourse with Olden- 
burg cost him, it would seem, but five or six letters. 
But in one or two directions new personal relations 
were opened to him which prevent these closing years 
from being a mere blank. 

In the empire of continental thought, the dynasty 
of Descartes was succeeded by that of Leibniz : and it 
is interesting to come upon the moment when both are 
visible together, 'the one culminating, and the other 
just appearing above the horizon. We are placed 
there by a letter, of October 5, 1G71, from Leibniz 
to Spinoza, 1 sent with a copy of his “Notice of the 
Progress of Optics,” and^ commending to his attention 
other recent essays on the same subject. On this 
field they could move together, cach*with appreciation 
of the accomplishments of the other : and Leibniz was 
too well bred and adroit to touch needlessly on deeper 
differences. These, however, come out clearly enough 
in letters to other correspondents, especially in those 
to his revered teacher Professor Thomas of Leipzig. 
His first mention of Spinoza occurs in one of these 
letters, April 30, 1669, where he says : 


M I venture to exert that of the Cartesians there U (fiercely 
one who has any addition to the master’s work. Clou berg 


> Ep. 47. 
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at least, Bogus, Spinoza, Clerselier, Heerbord, Tobias Agdreae, 
Henry Rggis, 1 * * have done nothing else than paraphrase their 
master.” a 

This of course refers exclusively to the geometrical 
demonstration of Parts I. and II. of Descartes’ Prin- 
cipia. 8 But we have also Leibniz’s judgment of the 
Theologico-Political Treatise, formed whilst the author- 
ship was yet undisclosed. Writing to Thomas on 
December 23, 1670, he says : 

“ I have lately seen a Leipzig syllabus, doubtless yours, in 
which you have treated as it deserves an unbearably freethink- 
ing book on ‘ Liberty in Philosophising.* The author seems a 
follower, not of the Politics only but of the Religion of Hobbes 
as drawn in his Leviathan, — a work sufficiently declared to be 
monstrous by its very title. For Hobbes has overlaid the 
whole contents of the Leviathan with the seeds of that precious 
criticism which this man has dared to apply to sacred Scrip- 
ture .” 4 * * * 

A year later, he has discovered the authorship, and 
tells his correspondent, January 31, 1672 : 

u The author of the book on * Liberty in Philosophising/ of 
which your syllabus contains a short but neat refutation, is 

1 Henri de Roy, Professor of Medicine at Utrecht ; and not, as I had 
at first supposed, the eminent Cartesian, Pierre-Sylvain R£gia of Paris. 

1 Dio Philos. Schriften von G. W. Leibniz, herausgeg. von C. J. 

Gerhardt, i 16. 

4 The same opinion, however, is repeated after acquaintance with 

all Spinoza's writings. In a letter of February 15, 1697, to the 

Abb6 Nicaise, Leibniz remarks : ** We may say that Spinoza has only 

developed certain seeds of Descartes* philosophy ; so that I believe it 
really important for religion and piety to amend this philosophy by 
retrenching the errors blended with its truth.** — Gerhardt, it 069. 

* Ibid. L 94. 
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Benetyst Spinoza, a Jew (my Dutch friends write me word) 
separated from the synagogue for his monBtrous opinions ; but 
a man of universal reading, and especially eminent in optica, 
and in the construction of very fine telescopes.” 1 

Among the “ Dutch friends ” who had revealed the 
authorship of the Treatise was Spinoza himself; who, 
in return for Leibniz’s presentation, had asked Ids 
acceptance of a copy. 2 Other letters, no longer extant, 
must have passed, and have fixed the two correspond- 
ents in a relation of mutual respect on the scientific 
side and mutual suspicion on the theological For, 
three years later, when a young admirer of Spinoza, 
having made Leibniz’s acquaintance in Paris, asked 
leave to show him the manuscript of the Ethica, 
the request was refused, on the ground that though 
his letters could come only from a man of great 
accomplishments, yet not enough was known about 
him to encourage such confidence, and there was doubt 
about the motive of his journey ftora Frankfort to 
Paris. This expression of distrust, with the corre- 
sponding criticism from the other side on the Liberty 
of Philosophising, marks the opposite position of the 
two men in the deepening conflict of European thought 
Leibniz early testified his aversion, intellectual and 
moral, to the negation of religious belief which met 
him everywhere in educated society. After expound- 
ing his doctrine that the Motion of a body is its con- 
tinuous creation, he adds : * 

* Ep. 48 (November 9, 1471). 

* PhiL Schriflcn, L 26. 


1 Qsriumlt, L 89. 
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“ I venture to affirm that no effectual resistance can e^fer be 
made to Atheists, Socinians, Naturalists, Sceptics, except from 
the ground of this philosophy, which I really believe to be the 
one God-given plank to the worn-out world, whereon the wise 
and pious may save themselves amid shipwreck from the rush 
of atheism. Small as, from short experience, my knowledge is 
of learned men, it always horrifies me to think how many I 
have come across who are at once men of parts and atheists. 
There is now flitting about from land to land that unpublished 
book (I trust, with Naud<$, never to be published) 1 of Boding — 
large enough at all events — which he calls 4 Secrets of Trans- 
cendent Things,’ 2 and in which he appears as the professed 
enemy of the Christian religion. Vanini’s dialogues are a trifle 
in comparison. I have read it attentively, and thank God from 
my heart that he has so fortified me by this philosophy (wherein 
it would be ingratitude did I nftt own my large debt to you), as 
to make his attack quite easy to repel,” 

Leibniz had given effect in 1668 ( eel 22) to the 
convictions here expressed by writing a brochure on 
the immortality of the soul and the existence of God. 
After passing from hand to hand in manuscript, it was 
appended by Spizei to a printed letter of his (addressed 
to Antony Reiser of Augsburg) on “ the uprooting of 
atheism,” with the heading “Confessio naturae contra 
Atheistas.” 3 

The conservative tendency in Leibniz led him into 

1 It was published in 1857. Edited by L. Noack. 

■The title is Colloquium heptaplomcres, do rerum sublimium 
arcanis abditis. The book contains six dialogues, conducted at the 
house of the Catholic Paul Cororueus, at Venice, by seven interlocutors, 
representing respectively the Jewish, Mohammedan, Pagan, Lutheran, 
Culvinistic, and Naturalistic types of belief. The plan is thus similar 
to that of Dr. Ealisch’s “ Path and Goal” 

■ It is found in the PliiL Schriften, Gerhardt, iv. 27. 



OBAP. m LEIBNIZ VISITS SPINOZA. 79 

peistyml relations ’which no Dutch republican was 
likely to approve. He accepted the patronage of the 
Freiherr von Boinehuig, late Chancellor to the Elector 
of Mainz, and was supposed to throw himself into the 
project of that able minister (a convert to the Itomish 
Church) for reuniting Catholics and Protestants in 
Europe. Like all schemes of union, the plan involved 
not only mutual concession on the part of the approxi- 
mating central sections, but joint repression of the 
extremes: and for this purpose a rigorous censorship 
of the press was proposed, which the bolder spirits 
could not contemplate with patience. Negotiations 
and correspondence on thisi subject had been active 
since 1660 : and it had become clear that the only 
chance for the scheme was to be found in the support 
of Louis XlV.’s Government. This gives the key to 
Spinoza’s mistrustful question — “What takes Leibniz 
away from Frankfort, and what is he about in Paris?” 
No ; he will not slftw his Ethics *to a man whose 
mission it may be to get it suppressed. 

This suspicion, however natural, does not appear to 
have been merited ; and to Spinoza’s correspondent it 
either came too late, or seemed too groundless, to 
withhold the manuscript from the eye of Leibniz. 
And when in the next year the two men were brought 
face to face in the little lodging at the Hague, all 
re aerve, it is evident, must have melted away : for 
Ieibniz himself has left this record of his visit : 

"In passing through Holland I taw Spinoza and convened 
*i*h him often and very long. He ha* a strange metaphync, 
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full of paradoxes. Among other things he believes that the 
universe and God are in substance the same, that God is the 
substance of all things, and that created things are but modes or 
accidents. But I observed that some professed demonstrations 
which he showed me are inexact.” 1 

In the interview thus described Spinoza must have 
been communicative and Leibniz attentive ; and though 
the judgment recorded by the writer is one of inde- 
pendent dissent, it cannot fairly be called either in- 
competent or illiberal. The genius and disposition of 
the two men were very different. But the charge 
against Leibniz, of insincere and time-serving deprecia- 
tion of Spinoza, has no reaj foundation. 

With the story of Leibniz’s relation to Spinoza is 
closely linked that of a more intimate connection, 
unsuspected till the publication of Van Vloten’s Sup- 
plement. The request to let Leibniz see the manu- 
script Ethics came from Dr. Gj H. Schuller, a physician 
of the Amsterdam circle ; not on, his own behalf how- 
ever, but in the name of a friend, already admitted to 
Spinoza’s confidence and correspondence, the Freiherr 
von Tschimhaus, then in Paris . 1 As the letters now 
identified as his contain the most acute of contemporary 
criticisms, we must say a few words of this energetic 
nobleman. 

Ehrenfried Walther von Tschirnhaus, of Kieslings- 

* Letter to Galloys. ap. Einleit sn Brief*. Spin., Gerhardt, L 118. 

1 See the newly- found letter, 79, and p. 815 of Van Vlotea's 
SnppL The name is there given as SduiUer; bnt in his correspond- 
enee with Leibnix, 1877-8, he invariably signs himself SdtmUtr . — 
Qerhardt, L 118, note. 
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wald^pn Lausitz, was sent, at the age of sixteen, to 
study at Leiden in 1667, and there probably laid the 
. foundations of his friendship with some of the young 
’ men of the Spinoza school. Within a year, however, 
war broke out between France and the allied Govern- 
ments of Holland, England, and Sweden ; and Tschirn- 
liaus entered himself as a volunteer in a regiment of 
which a near connection of his own was colonel 
After eighteen months’ service his, father withdrew him 
from military life, not indeed to resume his university 
studies, but to visit foreign countries, and make him- 
self familiar with their languages 1 and arts. He seems 
to have spent some years im this itinerant education, 
and though he did not decline the courtly society to 
which his rank gave him admission, he chiefly sought, 
in every city, the men of science and invention from 
whom he could learn something. In 1674 we find 
him in Holland, associating with Schuller at Amster- 
dam, and through hiftt entering intd* correspondence,* 
if not into personal acquaintance, with Spinoza, and 
admitted to the study of the manuscript Ethics* In 

* French, however, waa not very familiar to him j for Colbert, 
employing him in 167S aa mathematical tutor to hi* eon, regarded it 
■a an advantage to the youth that, from thia cause, the lessons would 
have to be in Latin. Ep. 70. 

* Epp. 67, 68 (October 1674). 

* Ep. 68 (January 5, 1675), expresses his obligations to the Lem- 
mata of Eth. Part II., which have aolved for 4iim some difficulties 
ia Physics. That he had met Spinoza before this letter wsa written is 

from the words, “ Prateru mihi indicasti method um qui uteris 
ht i n d ag an dl s need urn cognitis veritatibus." 

O 
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the following summer he is in London, in constant 
intercourse with Boyle and Oldenburg. In one of his 
letters thence he tells Schuller that these friends were 
possessed by the strangest impressions of Spinoza’s 
character, which, however, he had succeeded in entirely 
correcting, apparently by presenting to them the 
Theologico -Political Treatise, which had caused the 
mischief, in some new light, which secured it their high 
appreciation . 1 So deeply engaged was he among the 
English mathematicians and physicists that for three 
months nothing was heard of him by his Amsterdam 
correspondents ; and as, just at that time, the cruisers 
of France (still at war with the Low Countries and the 
German Emperor and Spain ) 2 were constantly capturing 
English ships on the pretence that they were Dutch, 
and had no right to hoist the British flag, Schuller half 
attributed his friend’s silence to some disaster on his 
way to France. But in November the best tidings of 
him arrive from 'Paris. On Spflioza’s recommendation 
he has struck up a friendship with Huyghens, — after- 
wards fruitful in a most interesting correspondence, — 
and through him has won the confidence of the great 
minister, Colbert He has fallen in with a man of 
distinguished learning and versatile accomplishments, 
free from the ordinary theological prejudices, — one 
Leibniz, — and been drawn into intimacy with him by 

1 Ep. 88 (July 25, 1875, Schuller reporta the letter to Spinors). 

* These two alliee had taken the place of Sweden and England, 
both of which had gone over to France ; England, however, making s 
separate peace with Holland at the beginning of 1874. 
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their Idmmon desire to define and perfect intellectual 
method. It was on this first enthusiasm of friendship, 
eager for complete interchange of thought, that Spinoza's 
mistrustful reservation of the Ethics brought an in- 
effectual chill Tschimhaus, however, hardly needed 
the manuscript as a basis for discussing its contents 
with his friend ; for he was fresh from a critical corre- 
spondence with Spinoza (during the London visit), in 
which he had laid before him a summary of his doubts, 
and received to each an exact reply ; and now in 
Paris was resuming the literary debate, with the ad- 
vantage of the master’s latest explanations (May to 
July 1676). And "for this mastery of the Ethics he 
had been prepared by a previous exchange of letters 
(October 1674 and January 1675), on “Necessity of 
Nature,” and on the “ Method of Search and Discovery." 
His report it undoubtedly \^as which thoroughly kindled 
the curiosity of Leibniz, ^and induced hiji, on his way to 
Hanover in November 1676, to visit the philosopher of 
the Hague. 

All this had passed while Tschirnhaus was no more 
than five-and-twenty, and had yet to earn the renown 
which gives an historic interest to his correspondence. 
It was a trial of metaphysical strength between the 
youth and the veteran — coming off in the first act of 
one life, in the last of the other. The survivor, passing 
with equal zeal into a different field, distinguished 
himself by a series of brilliant achievements on the 
' border- land between pure scientific discovery and in- 
vention in the ancillary arts. Among the phenomena 
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noticed and resolved by modem optics few art more 
interesting than the caustic curves formed by the inter- 
section of rays reflected or refracted at different angles 
by a spherical surface, and meeting each other else- 
where than on the axis. It was Tschimhaus that in 
1682 expounded the facts and supplied their theory to 
the French Academy of Sciences ; which acknowledged 
his Memoir by receiving him as an Associate. In fol- 
lowing up his experiments on light, he devised means 
for casting and polishing lenses of unheard-of size, and 
applied them, not simply for visual purposes, but also 
as burning-glasses. One of these, a foot in diameter, 
which he brought to Paris, was reported on by a com- 
mittee of the Academy in 1699, and presented by the 
Duke of Orleans to that learned body. But in the 
Saxon factories, which the Elector enabled him to set 
up, he afterwards doubled and tripled this diameter, 
with effects truly startling, though not precise enough 
for the astronomer’s requirements. His workshops he 
used as chemical laboratories too, and connected his 
name with at least two memorable inventions in the 
skilled arts — a new mode of obtaining phosphorus, and 
the method of so combining siliceous and argillaceous 
earths as to produce porcelain, hitherto a Chinese 
monopoly. The Meissen China manufactory had its 
origin from this discovery. Throughout his investiga- 
tions Tschirnhans never ceased to watch the mental 
processes which helped or hindered him, and so to 
mature the study of intellectual method in which Spinoza 1 
had been his first guide. He gave the results in his 



CUT. IT.* TSCHIBNHAUS ON METHOD. 8$ 

Medi&na Mentis, published in 1687 as a sequel to 
his Medicina Corporis of the previous year. The in- 
fluence on the book of Spinoza’s fragment on the 
Improvement of the Intellect was remarked by Tenne- 
mann, before the personal relation between the authors 
was known ; and now the silence of the latter respect- 
ing his debt to the earlier is often treated as an ungrate- 
ful concession to the odium popularly attaching to 
Spinoza’s name. If it is so, it is a solitary instance 
of ungenerous weakness in the life of Tschirnhaus. 
His letters — those to Huyghens especially — leave the 
impression of a singularly open and noble character. 
He was almost passionately* fond of the ancient geo- 
metry, and tried to uphold its adequacy for all the 
feats of the new calculus of infinitesimals, and this 
preference is not without relation to a certain lucid 
simplicity of mind, like that which led Berkeley to 
a similar result Though he did wonders with his 
manipulation of the ’older methods* it was a vain 
struggle against not only James Bernouilli, but the 
exigencies of ever new problems pressing for solution ; 
and it is to be regretted that, after so many triumphs, 
his last scientific enterprise (he died in 1708) should 
be one which was sure of defeat 

The retired life of Spinoza, once penetrated by 
such intellectual associates, could no longer keep him 
in the shade. His name was on the lips of travelled 
men who mingled in the society of universities and 
academies of science, and were in the van of every 
speculative advance. Nor did the anonymous title- 
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page of the Theologico-Political Treatise long protect 
him from the enmity and admiration which the book 
was fitted to excite. Among the persons of influence 
whom his reputation attracted and his opinions did not 
repel was the Elector Palatine, Earl Ludwig, brother to 
that Princess Elizabeth whose interest in philosophical 
studies had been evinced by her correspondence with 
Descartes. In 1673 he offered Spinoza an appoint- 
ment as ordinary professor in the Philosophical Faculty 
of his Heidelberg University; and in communicating 
his invitation through Professor Joli. Ludwig Fabricius, 
imposed no restriction on his liberty of teaching beyond 
the general understandings that he would not use it for 
disturbing the religion publicly established. Accus- 
tomed to the unqualified freedom of a lonely mind, he 
shrinks from the risks of so indefinite an obligation; 
aud, conscious that his gift is rather for the advance- 
ment than for the teaching of philosophy, he declines 
the honourable dhty reserved for iiim, and with graceful 
acknowledgment of the Elector’s liberality avows his 
resolve not to quit his tranquil life. 1 

The seclusion which he so much prized did not 
prevent his feeling a keen interest in the political 
struggles of the time, nor exempt him altogether from the 
sacrifices they involved. A republican in principle 
and a personal admirer of the De Witts, he had always 
belonged to the “ Loevestein party,” and had approved 
of the “ Perpetual Edict ” by which the office of Stadt- 
holder, vested for three generations past in the Orange 

1 Epp. 61, 62. 
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familfc was declared for ever abolished. During the 
admirable administration of Joan de Witt, this act of 
exclusion affected only a child, of whom moreover he 
was himself the guardian and educator; and the time 
was unfavourable to the opposite and larger party who 
desired a permanent head to the State. The foreign 
relations of the country, while under republican direc- 
tion, had favoured alliance with France, as naturally 
sharing the Dutch jealousy of Spain on the one side 
and England on the other. Thus, the three characters 
— latitude in Religion, republicanism in Government, 
Gallicanism in international Policy — were blended in 
the popular conception of the Grand Pensionary and 
his friends. The turn of events in 1672 brought all 
these principles into sudden discredit, and armed their 
opponents with formidable power. A torrent of in- 
vasion burst upon the country from the side of France : 
one of the “Great Monarch’s" foremost demands was 
the extension of equal'religious liberty to the C'atholio 
Church : while the helpless surrender of frontier 
towns and fortresses, the scarce -resisted crossing of 
the Rhine, the occupation of provinces by 120,000 
soldiers, approaching within a few leagues of Amster- 
dam, revealed the defenceless condition into which the 
land had fallen under its citizen administration, and 
raised an irresistible ciy for a military leader, who 
might arrest the ruin of the State, and restore the 
memories of William the Silent and Maurice. In 
response to this demand the Perpetual Edict was re- 
scinded, and their descendant William III., now twenty- 
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two years of age, was invested with the same »/wers, 
under the same nalne, that had before broken me yoke 
of Spain. / 

A passing reminder will sufficiently recall tpe tragedy 
to which this reaction immediately led. Cjlrnelius de 
Witt, besieged in his house by a raging ndfcb, refused 
at first to sign the repeal of the constitutional edict ; 
but, when convinced that by yielding nothing he would 
only bring on civic chaos at the cost of hiaown life, 
he affixed his name with the qualifying ubte V. C. 
(vi coactus). 1 The passion of the hour still bidding 
high for gratification, a wretched perjurer offeree! to swear 
that Cornelius had suboined him to assassinate the 
Prince : and the terrorised court, in the utterlabsence 
of evidence, wdth a notorious criminal for fcs only 
witness and a stainless public benefactor at its bar, 
condemned the accused to perpetual exile, consigning 
him meanwhile to prison at the Hague. This sentence, 
inadequate were ho guilty, shameful were he innocent, 
redoubled the fury it was intended to appease. By 
the verdict his life, it was said, was forfeited ; and if 
the judges did not take it, the justice of the people 
must step in. The excitement of the city increased, 
and readied its height on the 27th August, while 
Joan de Witt was visiting his brother’s cell. The 
prison was forced by the heaving crowd ; the grand 
heroie pair faced it, side by side ; were beaten, kicked, 
and torn to death ; their bodies were dragged through 

1 The mob leaders found out the meaning of the initials: and his 
friends, without consulting him, saved him by scratching them out 
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the Streets, clothed in rags, and gibbeted by the feet ; 
till at last, when the demons of the city, spent with 
their carnival, were asleep, the police authorities dared 
to creep forth at midnight, and gave the murdered 
brothers a silent burial. 

Spinoza habitually looked at the storms of human 
life from a cold and quiet height. But here were the 
surges breaking at his feet, sweeping what lie deemed 
noblest away, and delivering back to the wild waste the 
land reclaimed for liberty and right. For once his 
equanimity gave way, and on hearing the news he burst 
into a passion of tears. Nay, he resolved to denounce 
the crime on the spot where it was committed ; and 
prepared a handbill which he was about to post up 
by night in the dangerous precincts of the prison ; 
but was saved from the rash act by Van der Spijck’s 
precaution in locking the house door and refusing 
exit. 

Not long after tlAt fatal day Spihoza again braved 
the ill -humour of faction by an act of less intelligible 
motive. The headquarters of the French army of 
invasion during the winter of 1672-73 were at Utrecht; 
and among the troops that were stationed there under 
Cohdb and, Luxemburg was a Swiss regiment, whose 
colonel — named Stoupe — was theologian as well as 
soldier. He had been a Protestant minister, and hod 
lived in London as pastor of the Savoy Chapel during 
the Protectorate. Whilst on military service in Hol- 
land, he addressed to a fellow -citizen— a professor 
at Berne — a series of letters describing the varieties 
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of religion among the Dutch . 1 Several pages? are 
devoted to an account of Spinoza, of his considerable 
personal following, and of his Theologico - Political 
Treatise: and the Dutch clergy are reproached with 
having left unanswered a book so mischievous as to lie 
under interdict and suppression by the Estates-GeneraL 
The whole tone of the notice is one of genuine evan- 
gelical aversion towards a negation of all religion, 
though credit is given to Spinoza for rare learning and 
intellectual strength. 

Yet this Stoupe, while at Utrecht, entered into 
correspondence with Spinoza, and invited him thither, 
not in his own name only,*but in that of Condd also, 
who was no less anxious to see him, and would recom- 
mend, him for a pension from Paris, on the easy con- 
dition of his dedicating some book, to the King. The 
invitation was accompanied by a safe -conduct pass, 
and was accepted by Spinoza. At Utrecht he was 
received by Luxenfburg in place of'Cond^, who had been 
suddenly called away ; and he was urged to remain till 
the Prince’s return. The delay proved too long for this : 
and the visit ended with no known result, beyond 
a disclaimer on his part of any wish for the proposed 
pension, and, on the other side, a most favourable 
impression from his natural politeness and simplicity. 

It was easier for the French Marshal to give a 
safe-conduct into headquarters than out of them ; and 
on his return Spinoza found the Hague more dangerous 

1 La Religion des hollandois, Represents en plaaienra lettne deritea 
par on Offlcier da 1’ Annie da Roy, k an Futear et Profeeseur en Thio- 
logie da Bene, 1673. 
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tbarfc Utrecht His journey had become known and 
was the subject of angry suspicion. "What business 
had any good citizen in the camp of the invader? 
Was he not a client of the De Witts ; and had they 
not sold the country to the French, on whom they had 
always leaned ? Did they call him to headquarters 
for nothing? A man who goes to and fro between 
them and us can be no better than a spy.” So 
threatening became the popular murmurs that Van 
der Spijck feared an attack of rioters upon his house : 
but Spinoza reassured him by saying that plenty of 
the chief people of the country knew what his errand 
to Utrecht had been ; and» that if any mob came to 
the door, he would go straight out to them and let 
them treat him, if they chose, as they had treated the 
De Witts ; adding, “ I am a good republican, and have 
never had anything in view, but the good and glory of 
the State.” 1 His heroism may well bo believed, though 
it was not put to the Expected proof. • 

It can hardly be denied that the public displeasure at 
this visit was far from unnatural. It is difficult even 
now to divest an act so questionable of all political signi- 
ficance. If Stoupe had been an enthusiastic adherent 
instead of a downright enemy of Spinoza’s opinions ; if 
Spinoza had been easily accessible to princely compli- 
ments and royal patronage ; if it had been indifferent 
to him whether he was pensioned from the Hague or 
from Paris; his venturesome excursion might be 
referred to personal motives of sympathy or vanity or 

1 B. de 8 . Opera, Paolos, it p. S27. 
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interest. But that in the absence of all such conditions, 
a man of sensitive caution who lived among his books 
and apparatus and went into no society, should in the 
midst of war become a guest at the headquarters of 
the foreign invader, and wait upon the military hos- 
pitalities of princes, marshals, and colonels, is incon- 
ceivable unless there were some public mission behind. 
And such mission seems to be implied in his subsequent 
words to Van der Spijck, — that some of the chief 
people in the country knew what his errand had been. 
The posture of affairs might well suggest to either 
belligerent an incipient leaning towards peace. The 
sweep of French conquest had reached its limit at 
Utrecht, and would henceforth have to reckon with 
the Emperor, the great Elector and the Spanish Queen- 
Regent, as well as with the Dutch, while the English 
alliance was already insecure : and it was difficult to 
see what the next campaign might bring. And on the 
other side, the dreadful impression of the previous 
summer invasion was still fresh, and the Stadtholder 
still untried ; so that, even in the face of an improved 
balance of chances, a drawn game, were it offered, 
would not be without its temptations, especially for 
the Loevestein minority, who did not desire the 
Prince of Orange to become Dictator by protracted 
military necessity. If on each side there was a secret 
wish to measure the temper of the other, no inter- 
mediary could look more innocent and be more in- 
forming than a philosophical recluse of republican 
sympathies, whose private life was in contact with the 
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molb pacific party in the State. That some such 
public object should lie hid behind the personal motive 
assigned for the visit would be perfectly consistent 
with the truest patriotism. 

After the murder of Joan de Witt, his heirs dis- 
puted Spinoza’s continued right to the small pension 
he had hitherto received ; and maintained their refusal 
even after the written engagement was produced which 
gave it him for life. This wrong his indignant friends 
would have resented on his behalf ; but, rather than 
retain a benefaction by a quarrel, he surrendered his 
just claim. So struck were the intending litigants 
with his forbearance that* whdt they had denied to 
equity they yielded to admiration, and regularly paid 
the allowance, which was his chief dependence for his 
remaining years. He had shown similar disinterested- 
ness on previous occasions. When his father died, he 
relinquished to his sisters all that was due to him by 
bequest, except a bed for his lodgidfc, though they had 
done their best to deprive him of all inheritance. And 
when his devoted disciple, Simon de Vries, early over- 
taken by mortal sickness, would have made biin heir to 
his large property, Spinoza positively refused to inter- 
cept it from the brother who would naturally succeed to 
it. De Vries, therefore, was content to charge his estate 
with an annuity to Spinoza of 500 florins : even this he 
would not accept in full, but cut down to 300. 

Through all the civic tumult and the clash of arms 
which rang through the earlier half of this eighth 
decade, the silent influence of the Tkeologico- Political 



94 


SPINOZA: HIS LIFE. 


PART I. 


j> 

Treatise was spreading; receiving new impulse, first 
from the proscriptive edict, and then from incompetent 
answers. The only publication relating to it which 
Spinoza felt tempted to notice was not avowedly a 
reply to it, but came forward using the same watch- 
word, and stood side by side with it, as an uninvited 
and unwelcome ally. From the Hobbist basis of the 
State this little book — the “Homo Politicus” (1671) 
— deduces approvingly the most monstrous conse- 
quences; that wealth and honours are the supreme 
good; that, to gain them, religion must be inwardly 
renounced and outwardly professed; and all service- 
able falsehood and perfidy 6 be unsparingly employed. 
It does not seem to have occurred to Spinoza that the 
essay might be meant as a satire upon the supposed 
tendency of a current theory. Taking it all au sirievx, 
he denounces the odious teaching, and for a moment 
contemplates an anonymous reply, setting forth the 
true supreme goo#, the wretchedness of subservience 
to wealth and honours, and the ruin to States from 
the inordinate pursuit of them. 1 _ He did not carry 
out the idea: probably because the book speedily 
passed from his disgust to his contempt. 

The only published answer to his Treatise * of which 
he directly speaks, gives him but a few minutes’ trouble 
and stirs in him a far lighter mood : 

i Ep. 44. 

* Vis. Regneri A Manmldt, Phil. Dock et Prof, in Acsd. Traject 
ad varans anonymum tlieologico - poiiticam Liber singnlsris. Opus 
posthmnnm. Amstel. 1674, 4 to. 
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book written against mine by a Utrecht Professor, and 
published after his death, I saw hanging in a bookseller’s 
window ; and from a few passages which I then read I decided 
that it was not worth perusal, much less answering. So I 
turned my back on book and author. It made me inwardly 
laugh to think how men everywhere, just in proportion to their 
ignoranee, are daring and ready with their pen. These people 
[doubtless, * the clergy,* or ‘ the professors '] seem to me to 
offer their wares for sale after the fashion of hucksters, who 
always bring what is cheapest to the front. The devil is said to 
he the master of wiles : but I find that, for wiliness, their genius 
is far beyond his ” 1 

The private criticism of his correspondents he lays 
much more to hj^art ; replying to it indeed in an 
orderly and reasoned way, but with signs of a sup- 
pressed soreness. Oldenburg’s comments on the 
Treatise he had not even acknowledged at all : and 
the correspondence would apparently never have been 
renewed, had not Tschirnhaus, when in London, 
excused the silence ♦and healed the breach, by his 
favourable picture of Spinoza’s aims and character. 2 
There was evidently a sunshine in Tschirnhaus before 

1 Ep. 50. 

* To this influence must we attribute the apologetic letter (June 
1675, Ep. 61) in which Oldenburg (notwithstanding the neglect of 
hia last communication) recommences the dropped corrcRjxjndence ; 
retracting his judgment that the Treatise wss hostile to real reli- 
gion, and owning that he had estimated It too much by the ordi- 
nary theological standards. In the next month Schuller (Ep. 66), 
reporting the contents of Tschirnhaus'* letters from London, mentions 
that in Oldenburg and Boyle he hid found, and had removed, strange 
misconceptions of Spinoza. It is impossible to miss the light which 
Schuller's letter throws on Oldenburg's. 
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which coldness and suspicion could not live. Mt no 
sooner was he gone than the reopened relations began 
to stiffen again. There is talk of publishing the 
Ethics. Oldenburg had partially recovered from the 
past book : but the fit of panic returns at the prospect 
of another; and he hopes it will contain “nothing 
which may seem to invalidate the practice of religious 
virtue.” This phrase rubs as a rasp on Spinoza’s 
susceptible haturc, and though magnanimously thank- 
ing his torturer, he cannot lie still under it. He must 
know 1 what doctrines of his can be regarded as dis- 
couraging “the practice of religious virtue;” and what 
are “ the scruples in the minds of learned men ” which 
his Treatise is said to have raised, and which Olden- 
burg promises to allay. The reply which this invita- 
tion sets in action is curt and narrow enough ; but it 
suffices to reopen the sluices, and let out a flood of 
controversy which submerges all the old territory of 
friendship, with 1 the exception of a few islands of 
refuge It turns out that Spinoza’s offending points 
comprise simply the whole of his characteristics; and 
that what Oldenburg would like to have from him is a 
teaching that shall save freewill, the personality of 
God, the incarnation and resurrection of Christ, and 
the atonement by the cross. Is it possible to credit 
such a critic with both intelligence and sincerity in his 
assurance to Tschimhaus, that he held the Theologico- 
Tolitical Treatise in high esteem ? 

This book brought him another correspondence, in 

1 Epp. 62, 68. 
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which) having to deal with comparative strangers, he 
evinces much more irritation. The initials of its origi- 
nator (I. 0.) were supposed till recently to be those of 
Isaac Orobio de Castro, a native of the Spanish Israel 
who, after being educated in Catholicism, had renounced 
it for his ancestral Judaism. It is now ascertained, 
however, that the letters represent the name of Johannes 
Oosten, of whose position and personality something 
will doubtless be told by Dr. Van Vloten and Land in 
their second volume of Spinoza’s Works. 

For some reason unknown Oosten, instead of acting 
on his own account, asked Dr. Lambert de Velthuysen 
of Utrecht to read the Theologico-Political Treatise and 
report his opinion of it. The long letter written in 
compliance with this request, 1 though no sooner 
received than forwarded to Spinoza, affects complete 
ignorance as to the author of the Treatise; whether 
the ignorance is assumed, *or the writer inveigled Velt- 
huysen into a controversy which he ntver intended, it 
is impossible* to decide. The paper takes the form, not 
of a reasoned critique, but of a mere abstract of the 
leading principles pervading the Treatise, with the 
reader’s conclusion from them. As a compcnd, it is 
neither exact nor complete ; and though not chargeable 
with intentional unfairness, is dissentient throughout, 
yet wavering in its estimates. It begins with treating the 
anonymous author as a Deist ; in a few pages it comes 
to regard him as a Pantheist ; and ends with accusing 
him of Atheism and the destruction of all religion. 

* Ep. 42. 

H 
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Spinoza felt himself too lightly hit and ylt too 
sharply stung by this paper to spend much of his best 
strength in answering it. Only one of its objections — 
to his doctrine of Necessity in the Divine Nature and 
the system of things — does he treat with intellectual 
care ; and even there, instead of writing freshly from 
the moment, he copies out some sentences already used 
in a letter to Oldenburg . 1 He duly corrects some mis- 
apprehensions into which Velthuysen had fallen; but 

1 See Ep. 76. The last sentence of the first paragraph, beginning 
“Nam Deum nullo modo fato subjicio,” and the whole of the second 
paragraph, beginning “Deinde hac,” and ending with “metu duci- 
mur,” occur again (introduced \jy different c^neetives) in the fourth 
and fifth paragraphs of Ep. 43. There is indeed one small varia- 
tion, which is not without significance in relation to the chrono- 
logy of the correspondence. In the letter to Oldenburg occur these 
words, “ Si bonum quod ex virtuto et amore divino sequitur a Deo 
t&nquam judice uccipiamus, vel ex necessitate divinte nature enianet, 
non erit proptorea magis aut minus optabilei” i.e. “whether we 
receive (he good , etc., as from God in the capacity of Judge, or it flows 
(he means, ‘or as flowing’) from the necessity of the divine nature, 
it will bo neither moro nor less desirable.” In this sentence •* bonum ” 
is made the object of “ accipiamus ” and the subject of “ emanet and 
even then the alternative intended is not accurately expressed. Turn 
to the Oosten letter : here wo read “ Si bonum quod ex virtute et 
amore divino sequitur a Deo tanquam judice accipiamus, vel quod ex 
necessitate di vince naturse emanet, non propterea magis aut minus 
optabile erit t.e. whether we receive the good, etc., as from God in 
the capacity of Judge, or as what flows from the necessity of the 
divino nature,” etc. Notwithstanding the weight of Professor Land’s 
opposite opinion, I cannot doubt that the second form is a correction 
of the first. The date of the first is December 1676. That of the 
second must be later ; probably, very little later, the passage being 
used as fresh in the memory. Bruder has assigned it to 1671 ; Gins- 
berg, the same; Mr. Pollock, to 1673, 
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unjusdy compares his mistakes with Voetius's carica- 
tures of Descartes' philosophy. In repelling the charge 
of atheism, he resorts to the rhetorical plea that atheists 
pursue honours and riches, instead of living his simple 
life* And, without noticing any ambiguity in the 
chief words, he remarks what a strange way it is of 
“ destroying religion," to teach that the love of God is 
the supreme good, that virtue is its own reward and 
folly its own punishment, and that every one ought to 
love his neighbour and obey the civil power. In the 
autograph of this letter, the most contemptuous expres- 
sions are scored out and replaced by milder terms; 
but such verbal repentances # caimot expel the spirit 
of scornful anger that pervades the whole. In those 
days of rugged controversy, however, neither writer, 
it seems, took serious offence against the other ; for 
Spinoza, preparing soon after some annotations for a 
new edition of his Treatise, asks leave of Yelthuysen 
to insert the two letters, divested, if h% wishes, of all 
that is harsh ; and assures him that there is no one 
whose arguments he is more willing to ponder, know- 
ing as he does his rare candour of mind and bis single 
eye to truth. 1 

In July or August 1675 Spinoza took the manu- 
script Ethics to Amsterdam in order to commit it to the 
press. His intention transpired, and a report was 
spread and believed, that he was printing a book to dis- 
prove the existence of God. This rumour set in action 

1 See Ep. 69, a letter brought to light in 1843 by Prof. TyJemmn 
of Leiden. 
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against him both a body of divines and some Caifesians 
who were anxious to disclaim all sympathy with his 
doctrines : and the former went so far as formally to 
denounce him to the Prince and magistrates. Before 
this opposition he recoiled; at first, only suspending 
operations till the stir should be over; but, on finding 
it increase instead of subside day by day, relinquishing 
them for an indefinite term . 1 And so it was settled 
that his personal life should cease ere the chief fruit 
of his genius began to live. He tells the story of this 
Amsterdam visit to Oldenburg; and it is amusing 
to notice its effect. The secretary, who had again 
and again urged him tif bring out his philosophy and 
not heed the threats of divines and the outcry of 
fools,* now quite approves of his countermand to the 
printer. Nay, it is plain that the news is a great 
relief to him. He had promised to take charge of 
some copies; but, as if they were dynamite passing 
from a conspirator to his agent, had stipulated that the 
parcel should be sent through a merchant, and with 
careful concealment of its contents. The danger of 
shattered reputation being over, he breathes freely 
again. This change of feeling marks, in a striking 
way, the growing odium which the sentiment of the 
age attached to Spinoza’s name. 

The last literary task which occupied Spinoza was 
the preparation of his notes for a new edition of his 
. Treatise. The work was suited to his enfeebled 
strength : he could take it up at favourable intervals, 
* Ep. SS. * Epp. 7, 1L 
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and laf it down when he was spent; and it was 
probably spread over the whole year 1676. For some 
time past his letters had made mention of infirm 
health, never in the tone of complaint, but only as a 
plea for indulgence from his correspondents. And no 
one who looks at the portrait of him and imagines the 
figure it represents, the bronzed complexion, the bright 
eyes, the rounded lips, the black bush of wavy hair, 1 
can wonder that amid the fogs and deltas of Holland 
the hunger of consumption eagerly seized upon that 
warm Southern temperament, which was never meant 
for amphibious life. The strict and sober regimen 
which was recommended by frugality was not unsuited 
to his delicate constitution : but, in spite of it, his 
emaciation increased ; and, though he made no change 
in his habits, he became so far aware of his decline as 
on Saturday the 20th February 1677 to send for his 
medical friend Meyer from Amsterdam. That after- 
noon Van der Spijck and his wife had been to church, 
in preparation for the Shrovetide communion next 
day : and on their return at 4 p.m. Spinoza had come 
downstairs and, whilst smoking his pipe, talked with 
them long about the sermon. He went early to bed ; 
but was up again next morning (apparently before the 
arrival of Meyer), in time to come down and converse 
with his host and hostess before they went to church. 
The timely appearance of the physician enabled her to 


1 But wst this * wig f— Still, neither Spine** wr hie jwukwmkw 
weald be to deficient in art m not to imitate the natural hair. 
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leave over the fire a fowl 1 to be boiled for a basin of 
broth. This, as well as some of the bird itself, Spinoza 
took with relish, on their return from church about mid- 
day. There was nothing to prevent the Yan der Spijcks 
from going to the afternoon service. But on coming 
out of the church, they were met by the startling news 
that at 3 P.M. Spinoza had died; no one being with 
him but his physician. Meyer returned by the evening 
boat to Amsterdam; leaving apparently neither ex- 
planation nor instruction ; and taking with him some 
money and a silver-hafted knife that were on the 
table. From the mode in which they are recorded it 
is clear that these particulars of his visit gave rise to 
a very uneasy feeling. They are all of them compatible 
with honour and integrity. Though a medical man 
would not choose, if he could help it, to be alone with 
a patient in his last moments, he may be surprised by 
a sudden collapse when no one is within call. Though 
he would usually wait to receive from survivors either 
the acknowledgment of his services or some memorial 
of friendship, it is possible enough that the patient 
may himself have made him some final presents of 
things visible in the room : and, unless taken at once, 
they would only be at the mercy of the lodging-house 
keepers. But it was at least imprudent in Meyer to 
make no local report of the death, and relieve the 
astonishment of the Yan der Spijcks by no word 

1 Coler ia particular in telling na that it was to be “t» vieux coq." 
Was be thinking of another philosopher, whose last boon required the 
sacrifice of a cock to JEacnlapfaaf 
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relating to what had happened in their absence. For 
the aspect of those hours, with no more light upon 
them, is precisely what it might have been if the 
philosopher and the physician had arranged together 
and carried out a method of euthanasia. There is no 
tittle of evidence for such a thing: and perhaps the neglect 
to ward off the suspicion is evidence against it. But one 
would gladly be rid of the disagreeable cloud that hangs 
over those last moments and their immediate sequel. 

Spinoza had instructed the Van der Spijcks to lock 
his desk after his demise, and send it to the bookseller 
Rieuwertz of Amsterdam. When this, with its in- 
calculable treasures, was gohe, his room, which con- 
tained all his perishable possessions, showed scarce 
enough to pay an appraiser’s fee. At least so thought 
his sister Rebecca, who at first put in her claim as 
heir ; but preferred to drop it, when she had measured 
the assets against the funeral expenses and small out- 
standing bills. A row of books, a fe\/ lenses, — the last 
labour of his band, — some engravings on the walls, 
these, with his plain bed and body clothing, made up 
the sum of his worldly wealth: and the sale proved 
that sister Rebecca hqd lost nothing by her forbearance. 
He was buried on the 25th of February, “ in the new 
church upon the Spuy :" and the large attendance of 
"illustrious persons” in “six coaches," followed by the 
wine -party of friends and neighbours at the house, 
strangely contrasts with the lonely life and almost 
clandestine death which make up the story of his 
forty-four years. 
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The foregoing sketch aims to present 'Spinoza as ne 
appeared. Of the interior character which thus stepa 
forth, it will be easier to speak when the lines of his 
thought have been laid down and his ethical estimates 
exhibited. But it is already plain that he made no 
enemies except by his opinions; and even bitter 
opponents could not but own that he was singularly 
blameless and unexacting, kindly and disinterested ; if 
not actively benevolent, at least willing to forego any- 
thing for the quieting of anger and the maintenance 
of peace. His patience under theological ostracism 
was the more admirable from his evident sensitiveness 
to injustice and annoyalice at pretentious stupidity. 
He accepted his exiled position without either boast 
of martyrdom or complaint of wrong: and, far from 
flapping his heresies in the face of others, he treated 
all simple and unaggressive religion with tender re- 
spect; encouraging the people of the house in their 
church attendance, and trying to fix their good impres- 
sions from it by conversation afterwards ; helping them 
to take their troubles cheerfully as the appointment 
of God ; and comforting his scrupulous hostess about 
her faith and piety, with the assurance that all was 
well so long as they kept her in the walks of a pure 
and good life. Children, young men, servants, all who 
stood to him in any relation of dependence, seem to have 
felt the charm of his affability and sweetness of temper . 1 

i On the significance of this trait IMnan finely remarks, “Elen ne 
vent 1' retime dee petite; lenr jngement ret presque toqjonn celui de 
Dieu." Conference t la Haye le 12 Flvrier 1877, p. 17. 
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And*of the many savans and philosophic men who 
sought him, not one had ever occasion either to com- 
plain of his reserve or be aggrieved by his inde- 
pendence. His “ metaphysic ” might be “ strange but 
his love of truth was transparent* and his candour 
met no resistance from pride. His virtues, no doubt, 
were mainly of the type which Aristotle calls “ dianoetic ” 
in which thought takes the lead and will follows. 
His equanimity, as a few vehement outbursts remain 
to show, was not gained without self-conquest : which, 
however, was effected less by the force of counter- 
affections, compassion, veneration, love, than by intel- 
lectual acquiescence in necessity. Self- conservation 
and self-perfecting exhausted his guiding aims, which 
led to a sublime prudence, with such sympathy as may 
be included under it, but with none that transcends 
it, and no enthusiasm of worship. Whether this 
estimate must be qualified by reference to another 
aspect of his mind — viz. a genuine mystical tendency — 
cannot be determined till we reach the propositions in 
which his philosophy culminates. 
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LOGICAL THEORY. 

Though Spinoza's Logic cannot be set clear of his 
Metaphysics, 1 yet his actual reasoning in the latter 
will not speak articulately to readers unacquainted 
with his theory of reasoning. Before committing our- 
selves to his pilotage over the seas which we explore, 
we must ask how he proposes to find his way, and by 
what rules he can make sure of knowing where he is. 
This is the more needful, as he himself lays great 
stress upon his Method , and translates into it whatever 
he wishes to render most secure. He announces it 
on the title-page of his Ethics as the "Geometrical 
Method, 9 and relies on its cogency no less in moral 
and speculative inquiries than in the sciences of quan- 
tity. Whether we 'can share this confidence must de- 
pend upon the doctrine of evidence on which it rests. 

Ho one who remembers the first delight of scientific 
discovery, the consciousness of real advance as the pro- 
perties of figure or number revealed themselves, can 

1 Bee above, pp. 49, 50. 
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condemn the wish to escape all ignorance and doubt 
by a path as lucid and as sure. Could we but push 
our inodes of mathematical proof into the realm of 
unsettled opinion, we should reclaim new continents 
of knowledge and drive the belt of darkness into 
harmless distance. This natural ambition, however, 
may influence us in two ways — to fit our method to 
the universe, or to fit the universe to our method : and 
the more difficulty we find in the former, the greater 
is the temptation to the latter. If the rules of quantity 
and of necessity cannot be stretched to the range of 
other categories, the sphere of things can be reduced 
by interpretation within the rules. Where this falla- 
cious simplification has been unconsciously effected, 
the formal rigour of proof only imposes upon the 
reasoner, palming off upon him a misconception as an 
“eternal truth.” It is t an illusion that philosophical 
“demonstrations” last for ever, and serve as “the 
eyes of the mind,” by which it sees eternal things and 
is eternal . 1 It is only the reasoning which speaks to 
all, and is judged by an unchanging rule: what you 
reason from has not the same stability, and though 
certain for one age, may be unmeaning for another. 
In order to estimate the derivata, it is necessary to 
Appreciate the data. Of no age and of no philosophy 
is this more true than of Spinoza’s. Several of the 
conceptions which are either tacitly taken up or 
expressly defined by him are no longer familiar to us, 
and have to be learned like the vocabulary of a foreign 

» EUl V. zxiiL SeboL 
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tongue ; with the additional disadvantage that our 
common English supplies no corresponding terms, the 
very moulds having been broken and cast away in 
which the thoughts were shaped. For these elements 
of his method, and the use he makes of them, we must 
consult the fragment “On the Improvement of the 
Intellect.” 


I. Data ob Assumed Conceptions. 

Data to start from you must take up somewhere, 
else the investigation of truth would involve an infinite 
regress. As, in explaining how iron is wrought, you 
stop at the hammer and anvil work, and do not go 
back to their manufacture, and then to that of the tools 
which make them, etc., in infinitum, so, in expounding 
the cognitive process, you must begin with the innate 
instruments of truth -seeking, and the mode of using 
them. And this you cannot do unless they have 
already been at work and yielded their product In 
order to inquire what knowledge is, knowledge must 
first be there. It must be scrutinised as a given thing ; 
and therefore its elements and conditions must be taken 
as given. What are they ? In all knowledge there is 

An Idea of the cognised object presenting within 
us that which is not within us. This idea is other 
than the object, and indeed is antithetic to it, planted 
as it is in the opposite sphere. It is itself a new 
phenomenon or object which may be known, and of 
which we may affirm predicates of its own. 

Yet this idea, though other than the object, agrees 
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utt^the object, so as to report what it is — Le. to take 
its JBssence into our thought . 1 The idea of an ellipse, 
tjg,, is different from the ellipse, having no area and 

1 This correspondence between thing and thought is described, in 
language of the time, as a doubled existence or presence of the 
liking’s essence. So long as the thing, though there, was unknown, 
its essence had only “ formal " existence (ue. in the sphere of being ) ; 
as soon as the thing is known, its essence obtains also “ objective " 
existence (ie. in the sphere of thought). To come before the mind's 
attention is to have “ objective " existence. To be upon the scene of 
things in the absence of any perceiving mind is to have “ formal 1 ’ 
existence. The former is ideal, tho latter is real. The idea which has 
the thing for its object is, in its turn, a fact or phenomenon of the 
mind; and, regarded .simply as s^ch, has only “formal ” existence, 
just like the thing before it was known ; but when it emerges in self* 
consciousness and attention is turned upon it, the idea also attains 
“objective" existence. This phraseology is long anterior to Spinoza. 
Descartes says— “To exist objectively in the understanding means 
simply to exist in the understanding in the way in which objects 
usually exist there" (Med. tyt Obj. Cousin, i. 370). And again, 
“The idea of the sun is the sun itself existing in tho understanding, 
not really and formally a/ it exists in the heaVfens, but objectively , i,c, % 
as objects usually exist in the understanding" (Mod. 1st Obj. Cons. 
L 371). For the word “ formal ” in this sense, the word “subjective" 
Is often employed. This esme about in the following way : sab* 
■Untie, sub -stratum, sub-jectum, were all of them translations of 
bwosdfuvoe » subject of a predication a a substantive « the name of a 
concrete thing, or thing in return natura , which is the seat of properties 
or phenomena. Thus fire was said to be the subject of heat, snow of 
cold and whiteness, etc. — £e. they were the real things to which these 
qualities belonged. Hence "subjective " denoted, like “formal,” what 
ia given in reality, irrespective of all minds ; “objective" what pie* 
seats itself to thought, and is therefore relative to the thinker. This 
wage of the words prevailed from the thirteenth to the eighteenth' 
century. Its apparent reversal In modern times is doe to the Kantian 
fhfloeophy, and involves a carious, bat for us irrelevant, story. 
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foci ; yet presents in thought the characteristic pro- 
perties which the figure possesses in fact. 

We are to assume, then, these two positions ; that 
the idea is other than the thing, so that the same 
predicates cannot be affirmed of both ; and that yet 
they have a point of union in the essence of the thin^, 
which is present objectively in the one and formally 
in the other. In this conception of a single “ essence,” 
qualified only by epithets which touch its seat and 
not its identity, Spinoza flings a bridge across from 
things to thought : he takes for granted that they com- 
municate, and sets up a doctrine of natural dualism. 
Idealism is barred out db* initio : for it is not true 
that we know only our own ideas : the thing must be 
known before its idea is known ; having “ objective ” ex- 
istence, while the idea has still only “formal.” Under the 
first position, a world of external realities is postulated, 
opposite to the mind. Under "the second is postulated 
an intercomm unidh between thesfe opposites, in virtue 
of which the latter knows the former, though no com- 
parison can be instituted, or common predicate be 
found, to vouch for the correspondence of idea with 
object. The idea, being true, speaks for itself, and 
has to be believed ; it needs, and can have, no authen- 
tication. It is of no use trying to find an extrinsic 
criterion of true ideas: they are themselves the primary 
criterion, and have none. Yet another postulate is 
involved in the second position. The “ agreement ” of 
idea with object is said to consist in the essence of the 
thing being also in the thought ; a phraseology which 
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impftfis something identical between the two, however 
differenced by the adjectives “ formal” and "objective." 
And, as the idea is the derivative fact, the essence pre- 
exists in the thing before becoming objective in the idea. 
It is therefore treated by Spinoza as a reality in the 
world, irrespective of the operations of thought; and 
not as a mere cluster of the qualities which we make 
up into the meaning of a word. No language can be 
more at variance with the Nominalism which (not 
without adequate loca probantia ) is habitually ascribed 
to him. 1 

Not all our ideas, however, consist of the objective 
essences of things. Some represent only their partial 
or accidental affections, that do not lie in their nature, 
and may even be incompatible with it (like the pro- 

1 The reality which Spinoza ascribed to the "essence,” and the 
dependent relation in which the "idea” stood to it, may be best 
observed in bis early “Short Treatise," where he lays it down that the 
understanding is wholly pcArive and recipient ; that the corresponding 
activity lies in the objects to which it is exposed ; that this activity 
is of the nature of affirmation not by the Understanding about the 
object, but by the object’s essence to the understanding ; so that every 
understood thing affirms itself, and tells, along with its own truth, the 
ffilaehood of the opposite. Hence, no one who has a truth can doubt 
that he has it, while he who is in error may for a while fancy himself 
in the truth, for, where the whole essence of an object has acted on 
you and left the corresponding idea, your conscious state is different 
hum what it would have been had only a pert of tbs essence acted on 
y«*. leaving yon liable to be affected by another part next time — i.t. 
than is a felt difference between a true and an untrue idea. II. xr. 
zvL In contrast with this doctrine stands Spinoss’s later identifies- 
than of understanding with activity : "We net so far only as wa wader* 
EO.IV.xxiv. 
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digies pictured in our dreams), or, contingently on 
something else, either may or may not happen to them. 
These extra- essential ideas are the sphere of fiction 
and error ; and a theory of knowledge must find some 
assignable mark whereby to distinguish them from 
true ideas. In order to do this, it must scrutinise 
both — ie. must treat ideas as objects of comparison 
and knowledge, and by the method of Reflection detect 
the difference between true ideas and others. The 
tests of truth must thus be sought within ; right self- 
knowledge will secure all knowledge ; and the purified 
intellect will be the spotless mirror of nature. 

The internal marks by which a true idea is char- 
acterised are clearness and distinctness — i.e. luminous- 
ness in its contents, and sharpness in its separation. 
From failure in one or other of these features, all 
figments are confused. To have the objective essence 
of a thing is to think clearly what is in it and omit 
what is not Figment cannot enter unless you fail to 
see what this essence involves and what it excludes. 
You cannot feign a circle with unequal radii, or a 
square without four right angles : and if you can 
fancy the earth a plate and the horse a flying animal, 
it is only because you miss the definition of these 
objects, and have no rule to limit your conception, — 
which is precisely what we mean by “confusion.'* 
Fancy cannot have place among things necessary or 
impossible. Whenever you start from a clear and 
distinct idea, and let all the rest follow from it, 
illusory imagination is shut out. The most frequent 
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failure of this condition is where your idea is only part 
of the objective essence, yet is taken for the whole ; 
or else, where it embraces the composite whole only 
m masse, and attaches to it something which would 
at once be excluded, were the component elements 
attended to, one by one. Hence, it is a safeguard 
against such illusion, to break down every compound 
conception, and bring all its elements into distinct 
view: for in simple ideas there is no room for fiction; 
nor can their composition together, when clearly seen, 
yield any fiction. If you know what a circle is, and 
what a square, you cannot make a compound out of 
them; nor, knowing what tile soul is, can you fancy 
the soul square. In all cases the confused character 
attaching to fiction will betray its presence; and is 
easily detected by attending to the nature of the subject 
and the predicate, and asking whether the latter runs 
beyond the bounds of the former, as conceived by us. 
The same rule applies *to falsity ; which is only fiction 
with assent, or dreaming with our eyes open, when we 
are unaware that our representations do not proceed 
from external things. We escape by resolving them into 
simple ideas, which cannot help being true. We have 
only to analyse or to follow out any idea, and its truth 
or falsehood will soon declare itself. To a skilled eye 
>ts credentials or its imposture are visible upon its face. 

Suppose now that all false ideas have been cleared 
oot; the mind is then left alone with the objective 
Mttoees of such things as have come within its experi- 
ea * e - The mere scattered presence of these would not 

I 
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constitute intelligence. Understanding requires*' that 
they hold the right order, of connection and interde- 
pendence, in our thought. This is put •within our reach 
by the postulated agreement between idea and ideatum. 
Were there in nature anything absolutely detached 
from all else, its objective idea (supposing it possible) 
would also be absolutely detached from all others, and 
yield no conclusion : thought, which must have move- 
nient, could not take a step. On the other hand, all 
things which are interconnected, like the objects in 
nature, may be understood ; and their objective essences 
will be similarly connected, and will yield by deduction 
other ideas, which in their turn will exhibit new rela- 
tions, and supply instruments of further progress. The 
order of thought thus reflecting the order of things, the 
inner and the outer hierarchy of essences will corre- 
spond, point by point; the derivative essence will be 
deducible from its prior in the scale ; and, in the last 
resort, all the ihind’s ideas will hang upon that one 
which presents the primary source of nature. The 
nexus of logical cogency reproduces the order of natural 
necessity. 

Spinoza therefore assumes, in the first place, that 
there are two spheres, of things and thought, different 
from each other; that thought, itself an additional 
thin g , contains a knowledge both of other things and of 
itself, proceeding in the order of deduction ; so that 
nowhere else than in the scrutiny of thought is truth 
to be found, and the right ordering of the intellect within 
itself is the right apprehension of the world. 
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II. Nature and Use of Definition. 

In order to remove out of the way all confused 
ideas, recourse must be had to Definition, ie. explicit 
statement of the objective essence of a thing. This at 
least it is in its most perfect form, where nothing is 
named which does not lie within the thing itself : and 
this form it will take, when the object defined is itself 
“ in sc." But when it is not “in se ," — when it is “in 
alio” the aliud will have to be named in the definition. 
How are we to understand this distinction, under the 
two members of which all things are to be found? 
What is it for a thing to be “ m se,” or not “in se" l 
The phrase originally marked the relation between a 
given object and the properties which may be predicated 
of it, — the one named by a substantive # and treated as 
a permanent, the other by an adjective and treated as 
a dependent affection. The sun is a thing in itself; 
but its light is an affection of it We have here simply 
tile category of substance and quality. There is no 
finite substance, however, which, looked at in its ante- 
cedents instead of its consequents, does not lose its 
independence and turn out to be itself predicable as the 
affection or manifestation of something else; the sun, 

being the central condensation of a fire-cloud. 
The substantive character therefore becomes forfeited 
by every derived object, and rests exclusively with the 
eternal source of all,— the only Beal self-existent being, 
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in relation to which all else is Phenomenal. The anti- 
thesis of in se and in alio is the same as that between 
entity or substantive reality and all that you can pre- 
dicate of it. 

But there is another relation with which Spinoza 
identifies it, viz. that of Causality, and the language of 
which he treats as synonymous with its terms. It is 
certainly a tempting simplification to melt down the 
two categories, — “ Substance and Attribute ” and “ Cause 
and Effect,” — into one. It does not seem very violent 
to regard a given thing as the cause of its properties, — 
e.g. the sun, of its heat and light, and the earth, of the 
weight and fall of bodies upon i£ ; though, in truth, it 
is not in virtue of its reality, — of its being there, — not, 
i.e., qufi substance, that either body gives rise to these 
effects, but in virtue of its being the nidus of certain 
dynamical relations which are themselves among its 
properties. When the given thing, instead of being 
physical or qualitative, is quantitative in its essence, 
e.g. a geometrical figure* the language of causality be- 
comes wholly inapplicable. You may doubtless make 
some one characteristic of the circle, taken as its essence 
and put into its definition, yield others by inference : 
but it is not their cause ; inasmuch as you can invert 
the order, and deduce it from any one of them that 
may be substituted in the prior place . 1 Their ratio 

* Yet Spin oxi speaks of the relation between the abscissa and ordi- 
nates of a conic section having the same dependence on the nature rf the 
curve as the essences of created things on the native of God (Cogit 
Metaph. I. c. ii) But what is this “nature of the corve n to which he 
assigns a divine and irreversible priority t Why may not the relation 
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ettmdi is a reciprocal one by which they eternally co- 
exist; and not a successive one, like the ratio fiendi 
which, in causality, determines the order of events. 
This second category the Understanding applies only to 
phenomena: and the properties of “Substance,” — of 
entity “in se , n — are not phenomena, but eternal as 
itself. 

Spinoza therefore would not be justified, if he merely 
forced all properties to range themselves under the 
head of " effects.” But he does more. Substance itself 
he obliges to stand beside them there. It also, he tells 
us, is an effect ; only not, like them, from anything else, 
but from itself. It is “ Chum sui." Whence this 
paradoxical extension of the idea of genesis to that 
which is defined by its absence*? The influence of the 
phrase will be noticed hereafter. At present it suffices 
to remark that it is rendered possible only by the 
assumption that Causality is a universal category ; that 
all being must have a cause ; so that if*there be nothing 
else to originate it, it must be self- originated. This 
assumption, however, is entirely groundless. Being, as 

between the abscissa and ordinatee lay aa good a claim to the title aa 
any other property t It ia “ the nature of the ellipse ” to hare the rect- 
•ogle of the abscissa in the same ratio to the square of tho ordinatee 
that the transverse axis has to the parameter. It ia its nature also to 
be described by the revolution round the foci of two radii vectores at 
their point of intersection. It ia its nature also to arise as periphery 
to any section of bright cone at aa angle leas than that of the side with 
the base. From any one of these characteristics the other* may be 
determined : and it is impossible to establish in favour of any one a 
*%ht divine" to the dominant place, analogous to that which “the 
nature of God" holds in regard to that of “ created things." 
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such, requires no cause : it is the coming into being, and 
the going out of being, which alone the intellect insists 
on treating as an effect ; and the moment you designate 
any existence as “ Substance,” or “ in se,” you disqualify 
it for being cauaatum, whether by itself or by anything 
else. The phrase “ Causa sui ” is a misleading substi- 
tute for the “ Self-existent.” 1 

It follows from this exposition that the interchange- 
ableness of the category “ Substance and Quality ” with 
that of “ Cause and Effect ” is subject in Spinoza’s view 
to a single exception : everything but one (God) may be 
regarded as Quality (“ in alio ”) : absolutely everything 

1 The phrase, though appropriated by Spinoza, was in current use 
long before his time. In the very passage above referred to it is intro- 
duced with a kind of apology “ Si res sit in se, sive, ut vulgo dicitur , 
causa sui ” (De Intell. Emend., V. VI. and Land, I. p. 38). And in his 
** Short Treatise ” (II. xvii sub fin.), he actually lays stress upon the ab- 
surdity which tho phrase involves : to say that “ this or that is causa sui 
amounts to affirming that, prior to its existing, it brought its existence 
about, which is sheer nonsense.” Yet in this very treatise he had 
already more than once applied the phrase to God ; e.g. in I. iil 5, 1. 
vii. sub fin. He needed the “ fetre par soi ” of Descartes : he became 
entangled with its Latin equivalent ; and ultimately found it (for a 
reason to be hereinafter indicated) the more convenient for the exposition 
of his doctrine. The phraso belongs, not to the scholastic divinity, but 
to the heathen pantheism of a much earlier age. In the Qusstiones et 
Besponaiones of the pseudo-Justin Martyr (5th or 6th cent ) it is applied, 
under the form a&roirdpaKTot, to God by the heathen disputant ; while 
the Christian insists that an unbeginning and eternal being is neither 
atovwdpaitTot nor irtpswdpoKTos, Reap. iii. 176 C. J78 B., c t 177 R 
183 JL 185 C.E. Thomas Aquinas anticipates Spinoia , a criticism, 
quoted above, in the words, M Nec eet possibile quod aliquid sit causa 
eifidens sui ipsius, quia sic eaaet prius se ipso, quod eat imposaibile.” 
Summa Theologte, P. I. Qu. iL Reap. 2» 
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may tie regarded as Effect; God, or the “in se,” being 
emoatum as well as causa. 

We have now to observe how this doctrine is tamed 
to account in framing rules for Definition. The problem 
is, to state accurately the “ objective essence ’’ or con- 
ceived “nature” of a thing. The main difficulty is 
to set this clear of properties concomitant with the 
“essence,” but not within it How are we to tell what 
has right of entrance and what must be shut out? 
Spinoza’s answer is, “You must name the thing’s proxi- 
mate cause!’ When you say that a sphere is the figure 
generated by the revolution of a semicircle round its 
diameter as axis ; and that? latitude is the distance 
traversed by a body on a great circle due north and 
south from the equator ; you secure perfect definitions. 
In all cases of created things (not “ in se ”), you have to 
go out beyond them in order thus to find and name the 
cause. But of eternal things (“ in • se ") the cause is 
intrinsic, and is named in merely stating their own 
essence. In this case, therefore, the essence must be so 
stated as to leave nothing for explanation through any 
cause beyond . 1 

1 This idea of Definition by the proximate cauee was thrown oat by 
Spinoza in answer to an inquiry byTschirnhaos how, among “adequate” 
conceptions, i.e. sufficient for proving ail the rest, to pitch upon the 
most serviceable. The reply is, “ Name the producing cause” (Epp. 
», SO). This was in January 1676. The importance which Tschlro- 
haua attaches to the principle of “ Genetic” or “Causal” Defini- 
tion, in the treatise which be was already meditating (Medietas 
M e ntis ) is oertainly due to Spinoza's influence. In the latter part of 
the same year, however, hie acquaintance with Leibniz began in Paris t 
and Iriffimh the credit of enlightening Tsohirahaue on the 
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The superiority claimed for “genetic” definition is 
twofold : by finding the cause, it settles the real or at 
least the possible existence of the thing defined, and 
relieves it from the suspicion of being a mere ens 
rationis : and it sets the mind to think in the order of 
nature, viz. from cause to effect. Nothing is intelligible 
till the movement of reason copies the genesis of things, 
and we transfer ourselves from the irporepov irpos 
fjpa<i to the irporepov ry <f>v<rei : and did we pick up 
the properties first, as experience presents them, we 
should never secure the essence, the very attempt 
working against the grain of nature : but, once possessed 
of the essence as given ih its cause, we see how the 
properties branch out from this stem. 

Belying upon this principle, Spinoza makes it a 
crucial test of the true essence having been found, that 
from our definition all the other properties can be de- 
duced. Tschirnhaus, however, pointed out to him that, 
in geometry, we 'cannot deduce more than one property 
of a figure from its definition, and that, to gain the rest, 
other definitions or combinations must be called to its 
aid : e.g. from the defined circumference of a circle we 

nature of Beal Definition, and showing him that, bj search for the cause, 
it most settle whether the thing to be defined is possible or not 
(Letter to Placcius, 1687, ap. Trendelenburg’s Beitr. iii 291.) The 
dates, and the characters of the men, rather tempt one to invert the 
obligation. Did Tschirnhaus, who talked with Leibnis so much shout 
Spinosa, read him that recent letter about Genetic Definition f and so 
set him upon the track of thought which led to his “ Meditationes de 
Cognitions, Veritate et Ideis ” (1684), and, among them, his doctrine of 
“ Definitiones causales * ! (Gerhardt’s Leibn. Band. hr. 425.) 
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leam*its uniform self-similarity, possessed by no other 
curve ; but we have to add radii, tangents, intersecting 
chords, etc., before we can establish other properties. 
How, he asks, can this be reconciled with the statement 
that “ from the definition given of anything whatever 
the understanding infers several properties which do, in 
reality, necessarily follow from it, i.e. from the very 
essence of the thing ”? 1 Spinoza cannot remove the 
inconsistency ; but tries to limit it by exempting all 
real things from Tscliirnhaus’s remark, and allowing it 
to hold only of “ very simple things," and “ especially 
mere conceived entities (entia rationis), such as geome- 
trical figures.” In support of* this exemption he claims 
to have deduced from his definition of Self-subsisting 
being, several properties, Buch ns Necessary existence, 
Unity, Immutability, Infinity, etc. Whether Tschimhaus 
felt the cogency of this deduction ; whether he admitted 
the properties deduced to be real additions to the initial 
Self-subsistence; whether he accepted the distinction 
set up between geometrical and real essences ; it would 
be interesting to know. But just at this point, close 
to the very hinge of Spinoza’s philosophy, the corre- 
spondence ends. 

The rule that, in defining uncreated things, you 
must leave nothing to be explained by any cause 
beyond, reappears in another form which needs a few 
words of exposition. In such case you must so state 
the essence as to leave no room for the question, 
whether the thing defined exists Of things “ in se,” 


1 Eth. L til Dob. 
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“ the essence involves existence ; ” and unless you pro- 
vide for their existence in what you say of their essence, 
your definition is wrong. This only condenses into a 
dogmatic shape Descartes’ deduction of the existence 
of God from the Idea of him, viz. that idea includes 
all perfection : perfection includes existence : therefore 
God exists. Descartes vainly strove to remove from 
this argument the paradoxical aspect which he could 
not but recognise in it ; and Spinoza evinces no sus- 
picion of its fallacy. The relation between “ existence ” 
and “ essence ” is perverted when the former is thus 
treated as one of the characters which make up the 
latter and may be elicitJted thence. Every “ essence ” 
is the essence of something, and needs an existence to 
hold and own it : and you cannot depose “ existence ” 
from this place of substantive priority, and send it 
down to do duty as a property among the factors of 
the essence ; — a property, moreover, not usually found 
there, but only fh the special case of uncreated things. 
You can never get hold of the Real (if you are not 
sure of it already) by wrapping it up in a parcel of 
Ideals. If you like to make use, in this case, of 
Spinoza’s postulated “agreement” between “idea and 
ideatum,” — ■" objective essence and formal essence,” — 
you .can do so : only you must not pretend to infer the 
“existence” which you take for granted. “Essence” 
of anything is that which, being posited, gives the 
thing, and being withheld excludes it, But this 
“positing” may be in either of two fields, — that of 
thought, and that otfaet. In both we may admit that 
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the essence may “involve existence.” Do you say it 
of the field of thought ? Then it means that your 
idea of the essence contains the idea of existence. Do 
you say it of the field of fact? Then it means that 
the essence cannot be real without the thing being 
real. But from the conceptual essence to the real 
existence there is no passage, except by the leap of a 
postulate. The logical constitution of our conception 
is assumed to be adequate security for the actual 
constitution of the world. 

There are conceptions, however, of a very insidious 
kind, which are not to have the benefit of this assump- 
tion, viz. “ abstractions,” which are apt to play tho part 
of sham-essences, and cheat their way into recognition 
as realities. The mode in which they are formed and 
qualify themselves for this mischief will appear as 
part of Spinoza’s doctrine respecting tho grades of 
knowledge. Here it suffices to say, that they are 
mere fabrications of th’ought, made up out of accidental 
repetitions of experience, shreds of mutilated percep- 
tion, having no relation to the nature of things, and, 
if trusted by the understanding, leading only to false 
generalisations. In the investigation of concrete nature, 
these mental creations are of no service ; any universal 
axioms framed from them being indefinite in their 
range, and determining no one thing more than an- 
other. The essence from which we are to define and 
reason must be sought, not in the common properties 
a number of cases, but in the physical particulars 
and history of an individual thing; and the more 
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special the ideas resorted to, the more secure wdl be 
the inferences they afford. The snare of “ abstractions ” 
concealing itself chiefly in common nouns, we shall 
best guard against it by admitting to our definition no 
substantive where an adjective ought to serve as well. 

III. Articulation of Conceptions. 

Definition aims at starting us aright upon a course 
of discovery ; and the next question is, how to proceed 
from this initial point, and connect the links by which 
we feel our way forward from one true idea to another. 
Intelligence being perfect when the order of Thought 
exactly accords with the order of Nature, we must 
inquire, if we are to get upon the right track at its 
outset, whether there is a Being, and of what nature, 
which is the source of all things ; for if there be, then 
its essence in our thought will yield us ideas in con- 
formity with the sequences and connections of the 
world. As that one primary reality determines, by its 
features, the nature of its first derivative, and this 
again decides the next, and so on through the whole 
series of actual existences, so must the true idea of 
that primary contain as an immediate deduction the 
essence of the second, and mediately through it that 
of each successive member in the descending chain of 
being. And as we thus begin from a single and whole 
reality, and keep rigorously all through to its steps 
of positive causality in producing other “singulars” — 
ie. actually present natures,— we escape the decoy of 
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abstractions, and are drawn into no inferences either 
to them or from them. 

The following points are clear from this account — 
(1.) That for discovery in nature Spinoza relied on a 
purely deductive method; (2.) That the fountainhead 
of the deduction must be the definition of God ; and 
(3.) That in framing that definition no predicates must 
be admitted except those from which the essences of 
really existing things necessarily follow. These posi- 
tions are summed up in the avowed aim of his philo- 
sophy, — to show how “all things inevitably follow 
from the necessity of the divine nature.” 1 Cut of the 
third position he adds an efplanation which is one of 
the chief enigmas of his doctrine. It is to save us 
from deviating into abstractions that he insists on close 
adherence to “ the series of causes from one real being 
to another real being;” and we naturally understand 
him to advise the study of concrete natural objects in 
their mode of origin*: to these “singulars” he seems 
to point when he tells us “ to take all our ideas from 
physical things or real beings.” To our surprise be 
warns us that he is speaking of “the series, not of 
individual mutable things, but of fixed and eternal 
things — the former being out of the question through 
two disqualifications, viz. their measureless number and 
their dependence for existence on relations extrinsic to 
their essence, so that you may learn the story of the 
one, yet remain in the dark about the other. Wbat, 
then, are these “ fixed and eternal things, from which, 

> Ep. 76. 
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and from the laws writ upon them for the origin and 
order of all particulars, we are to seek for the intimate 
essences of things”? The only characters given ns 
for their discovery are, — that they are “ singulars” yet, 
“ in virtue of their ubiquitous presence and power, so 
comprehensive, as to be generic relatively to individual 
mutable things, and supply us with classes of defini- 
tions for them, and proximate causes of all .” 1 

It might well baffie us to find these universal 
singulars, were we not familiar with two ways, — the 
one inverse to the other, — of interpreting the world. 
We may read it (to borrow a logical phrase) in denota- 
tion, and regard it as assemblage of given objects; or, 
in connotation, as a group of component powers. In 
the former sense we look upon each particular thing as 
a unit, and say that Nature creates individuals only, 
while the needs of the human mind gather them into 
clusters and kinds, and the universe is the muster-roll 
of them all. In the latter sense, we look upon each 
particular thing as a complex of attributes, which, 
relatively to it, may be called qualities, but which, 
reappearing in countless other things, are not among 
its dependencies. Bather are they among the factors 
that make it up. Any one of these, — say, size or 
weight , — may be isolated for attention, examined in 
object after object, chased through the universe, till it 
is set free from its relativity- and apprehended in itself. 
Thus pursued, all si^es merge in Space, all weights in 
Gravitation, or, it may be, in Motion. Similarly, each 
» DelntolL Emend., V. VL and Land, L S3. 
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function of an individual thing turns out to be, not its 
private possession, but a public function for ever exer- 
cised by nature through, the succession of perishable 
things. Whoever can tell the complete story of one 
of these functions is master of a science ; and to see 
through them all would be omniscience. 

Now each of these universal functions may certainly 
be treated as a mere abstraction. Our knowledge of 
Space is often regarded as built up out of all our 
experiences of sensible extension, — a generalised resi- 
duum of observed relations of position; and in this 
view the idea is in the highest degree compound, and 
its object has no reality except/ as a quality of particular 
things. But it is also possible to bold, with Kant, that 
this idea has none of the necessary marks of an abstract ; 
that no multitude of ( felt elements of dimension could 
flow together, by dropping their specialties, so as to 
constitute our representation of space; that we are 
constrained to think of one universal afld infinite space, 
from which all perceived spaces are cut out and limited. 
In this view, we may no doubt get rid of our problem 
by following Kant into idealism. But, otherwise, we 
must regard Space as the real scene of universal being, 

“ fixed and eternal,” and, while comprising all things, 

M singular ” itself. In like manner Force may be treated 
as a property of Matter, abstracted thence by our sifting 
thought; or, on the other band, e/j. by Boscovicb, as 
constituting matter by centralisations and movements 
in space, eternal as space itself In this latter view, 
it becomes a simple and all-pervading element of the 
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universe; like space, a given condition of things, and 
not a consequence of them. It is a “thing,” because 
it is a reality lodged in space; it is one thing (a 
“ singular ”), because it is self-identical, wherever found, 
having the same things true about it ; and it is “ fixed 
and eternal,” because, even though referable, along with 
its coefficients, to a higher unit of being, it shares 
the unconditioned necessity of that supreme existence. 
All nature, according to Spinoza, is “ one individual,” 1 
without prejudice to the individualities comprised in its 
contents. 

We thus gain, perhaps, a sufficient sample of Spin- 
oza’s “ comprehensive singulars,” of the “ fixed and 
eternal ” type. We might describe them as those real 
attributes of the primary nature which are presupposed 
in the essences of derivative things. Always sparing 
of examples, he gives no list of them, though in another 
connection we shall hereafter meet with something like 
it. But there t, is one drawn up by Leibniz on the 
margin of his copy of the De IntelL Emend., and 
communicated by M. Foucher de Careil, which is 
welcome as the conjecture of an acute contemporary 
reader.* It runs thus : — (l.)Deus; (2.) Spatium; (3.) 
Materia; (4.) Motus; (5.) Fotentia Universi; (6.) In- 
tellectus Agens ; (7.) Mundus. Of these terms, how- 
ever, Leibniz has crossed out the first, second, and fourth. 
Opposite reasons are suggested for the erasure. Accord- 
ing to M. Foucher de Careil, Leibniz saw in Spinoza’s 
“Deus” nothing but either “Materia” or “Potentia 
1 Eth. II. Lemma vii SchoL * Leibnls, Deecarte*, at 8pino*a, pp. 122-7. 
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Universi,” and so cancelled the word as an exoteric pre- 
tence; and in his “Motus” only what the fifth term 
expresses better. By thus curtailing the list, he 
meant to intimate that Spinoza’s doctrine was simply 
“materialism” or "naturalism.” According to Mr. 
Pollock , 1 Leibniz’s erasures were intended, not to inter- 
pret Spinoza, but to improve upon him, so that the can- 
celled and the standing terms would form distinct lists, 
representing the categories of rival philosophies. Neither 
hypothesis can be worked smoothly through the series. 

The “eternal things”, then which Spinoza so ob- 
scurely designates are the a priori conditions, such as 
the essential characters of fifpace and Motion, from 
which every synthetic scheme of Natural Philosophy 
must start The mere relation between the initial 
assumptions and the deduced propositions he may have 
conceived in the way afterwards exemplified by the 
Principia of Newton. But the difference becomes 
conspicuous at the prior stage, on putting the question, 
“ How do you get your initial assumptions, and legiti- 
mate them?” Newton would reply, "By a rigorous 
analysis of concrete experience and would spread 
out, as the contents of this expression, a systematic 
logic of induction, for gaining (out of mere phenomena) 
the secure deductive start Spinoza, omitting all this 
analytical prelude, takes the assumptions on their own 
merits as intuitive ; testing them only as thoughts, by 
•eeing whether they reason out into absurdity or truth.* 

1 8piuo*e, p, 161, note. 

* H* distinctly repudiate* the naort to experience In order to reri/y 
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In other words, he wields them as an hypothesis, and 
checks them by observing how the hypothesis • will 
work. This mode of trial and error may indeed be 
called “ analysis,” but only in the sense of the Greek 
geometers. And in truth Spinoza, far from grasping 
the powerful methods of modem discovery and antici- 
pating their results, was so preoccupied by the fascina- 
tions of geometrical synthesis and analysis, as not even 
to keep pace with the scientific thought of his own 
time. 

The only means of checking definitions being the 
criticism of them as thoughts, conformable or not to 
the nature and range of 'the intellect, we have to fetch 
our criterion of judgment from a previous study of the 
intellect itself. Its definition is to pass sentence on 
all definitions. Spinoza accordingly had designed, for 
the next portion of his essay on Method, an exposition 
of the powers of the understanding, as distinguished 
from the parts’ of our nature Which limit our under- 
standing. But here he breaks off with a few lines of 
mere program, and the fragment ends. Fortunately, 
he treats fully of the omitted subject in the second 
book of his Ethics ; and it will be convenient to borrow 
thence the propositions on the psychology of cognition 
in order to fill the lacuna in the unfinished treatise. 

the definition of tn attribute, and decline it to be serviceable only 
when inference from the definition fails us. “ Experience teaches ns 
no essences of things.” And in regard to things “in ee," whan the 
essence involves existence, the definition contains all that we want 
Ep. 10. 
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IV. First Order of Ideas — Imagination. 

We have hitherto let Spinoza freely use the terms 
“idea,” and “object of idea,” without asking for a 
definition of them. So long as he converses with us 
about operations of the understanding, he uses the 
words as we do ; “ idea ” being the thought of some- 
thing, and “object” the something thought of. But 
when, in quest of the rudiments of mind, we descend 
with him below the plane of self-conscious intelligence, 
we find him still resorting to these words, where they 
cease to speak to us with their familiar meaning. He 
tells us, e.g., that “the idea which constitutes the 
human mind is the idea of the human body” — i.e. "of a 
certain definite mode of extension in actual existence ; ” 
that "the object of the idea constituting the human 
mind is the body ; ” nay more, that “ for every bodily 
thing ” (as well as for the human organism) “ there is 
a concomitant idea, so that all things are animate,” and 
“the superiority of our mind to theirs depends only 
on the superiority of its corporeal object " 1 Here he 
cannot possibly mean that eveiy tree thinks of the 
tree and every stone thinks of the stone ; or even, that 
oar mind consists of a contemplation of our body ; or, 
that the first and principal thing attended to in the 
act of cognition is our own organism. Under the 
coupled terms “ idea * and “object,” he is evidently 
dealing with quite a different relation from that which 

* Eth. 1L xL xili. wd Schol. 
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they have hitherto marked. We are helped to the 
right apprehension of it by Sir W. Hamilton’s doctrine, 
that the only object of perception is the external body 
in immediate contact vrith the organ of sense , — effluvia in 
the case of smell, rays of light in the case of sight, air 
vibrations in the case of hearing ; and that we do not 
smell the flower, see the sun, hear the violin . 1 If this 
be true, the only thing “we perceive” and “of which 
we are cognizant” is what we do not even know to 
exist; while the one thing on which our attention 
fastens is wholly unperceived. This paradox arises 
from confounding the Cause of a Sensation with the 
Object of a Perception. It is certhinly possible for the 
same body to deserve both names ; the snow which I 
touch both causes a feeling of cold and is known by 
me as lying at my finger-tips. But it is the source of 
my sensation, it is the end of my perception ; and to 
this latter relation only does the word “ object ” apply. 
When the last links of physical change prior to our 
feeling (e.g. the undulations of light) are unsuspected 
by us, and are only the occasion of our knowing the 
presence of something else, they have no pretension to 
displace it as the object of our cognizance. 

This illegitimate extension of the word "object” 
to what never comes into thought at all, but is only 
cause of the attendant feeling; is precisely what we 
find in the propositions we have cited from Spinoza. 
That "the human body is the object of the idea con- 
stituting the human mind,” means that, in its physio- 

1 Saa Hamilton’* Bold, pp. 104 note, ISO note, 209 note. 
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l ogical constitution, the human body is the source of 
tonon thought That “the idea of the human body 
ja the mind,” means that the state of feeling or con- 
sciousness which attends upon affections of the human 
body is what we mean by mind. Nor is this relation 
between “object” and “idea” limited to the case of 
Hum Every individual thing having its “idea, the 
“ idea of a tree ” means the idea which the tree has, 
or which (irrespective of us) is its inseparable accom- 
paniment. It is accordingly treated as “ the mind 
of the tree, just as “ the idea of our body” (ic. the con- 
sciousness it carries) is our “ mind : ” and the rule, we 
are told, “ for defining whereirf and how far the human 
mind excels the minds of other things, is, to become 
acquainted with its object, viz. the human body. 

The identity between Hamilton’s use of the word 
“object” and Spinoza’s may seem to be disturbed by 
one difference. Hamilton admitted, Spinoza denied, the 
physical “ object ” to be the cause of the ensuing mental 
state. According to the latter (as we shall see) each 
of the two spheres,— of extension and thinking,— has 
its chain of causation, parallel and constant, link to 
link, but without any crossing action from the one to 
the other. Motion cannot give Thought. Thought 
cannot give Motion. 1 This peculiar doctrine of causa- 

* Eth. IL xttL SchoL Ad determlntndmn quid mma hruuan 
latent t, qoldqos nUjuis pwwtet, nectm nobU ett, otjactl, at 
dirinna, boo ett, eorporU hununi n»tur»m oognoecere. 

• Thh podtion it laid down (bring Ctrtaritn) wen in «• ttnjr 
tmattn Dt Deo, «t&, L H. Suppl p. 1» ; though qatt* Inuimritfont 
wMigntwgw in tbtwwt chapter. 
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tion, however, makes no difference, except in the choice 
of words for describing one and the same relation. In 
both instances “ the idea ” is conceived as attendant 
upon the physical phenomenon ; and the latter is called 
the “ object,” not as being thought of in the idea, but 
as independently present in the sphere of things. In 
both instances the concomitance is not simply a 
reciprocal parallelism on equal terms ; but a certain 
lead is given to the bodily reality as the incident fact 
of which the mental state is the reflection , so that any 
inversion of order, by which you should mention the 
idea first and the object afterwards is out of the 
question. 

In truth, Spinoza’s psychology of perception was 
originally empirical, not ideal ; nor did it ever conform 
itself thoroughly to his later purpose of absolutely 
detaching from each other the physiological and the 
mental series of phenomena. In his “ Short Treatise ’’ 
he uses the “ Animal Spirits ” (accepted from Descartes) 
as a middle term between Percipient and Perceived, 
just as the "Essences” of things mediated for him 
between the Beal and the Ideal of the Intellect. These 
" animal spirits ” live a kind of amphibious life in the 
‘ philosophy of the time, now running through the body 
and now diving off into the soul, so as to play the part 
of messenger between them. They were the most 
subtle parts of the blood, that passed along the nerves 
and filled the interstices of the brain: their centri- 
petal movements occasioned sensation in the mind, their 
centrifugal, action in the body ; the former being subject 
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only to oorporeal influence, the latter to mental also. 
When the soul moves the animal spirits in one direction 
and the body moves them in another, we are oppressed, 
and feel the strife of the passions. The power of the 
soul over the animal spirits may be weakened by bodily 
causes, as when fatigue or fasting has slackened their 
movement. Through their motion and rest it is that the 
form and changes of the body, and indirectly of other 
bodies, report themselves to us in sense-perception: 
and through the soul’s command over their motion and 
rest, it is enabled to move the body and thence also 
other bodies. The reason why our own limbs are the 
only masses which by a thought we can directly stir 
is, that only a body which gets an idea of itself (in its 
associated thinking function) can be moved through 
this idea ; not one which merely gives an idea of itself 
(to some foreign thinking function). 

It is obvious that this hypothesis assumes a real 
interaction between tody and mind* for it has no 
other purpose than to render this interaction con- 
ceivable . 1 It cannot harmoniously coexist with the 

1 More direct evidence of Spinoza's early adherence to the physio- 
logical psychology appears in tho De Deo, etc., App. 11. “ To 

understand the nature of that mode which we call mind, and how it 
original* from the body and its changes depend on the body alone 
(which is what I mean hy anion of body and mind), be St observed,” 
da Suppl. 241. Even near the end of the posthumous fragment De 
IfttsIL Emend, he still speaks of some ideas which 91 ex fovtuitis 
Mtibnaeorporia facte sunt” V. VL and Land, I. 30. Such passages 

Justify the emphasis with which Mr. Pollock insists on the 
f^dog iol background of Spinoca’s psychology. 
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doctrine that there is no passage either way between 
motion and thought. Spinoza accordingly refutes its 
main positions in the Preface to the fifth part of his 
Ethics: for though, in form, his polemic is there 
directed against Descartes’ centralisation of the “animal 
spirits ” at the “ pineal gland ” for disposal by body or 
mind, it applies equally to any other device for estab- 
lishing an interchange and common measure between 
molecular change and consciousness. “ What does Des- 
cartes mean,’’ he says, “ by the union of Mind and 
Body ? What clear and distinct conception lias he of 
Thought most closely united to a certain little bit of 
Quantity /” These questions are equally pertinent, 
whether the “animal spirits” straightway translate 
themselves into idea, and inversely receive their 
message from it, or do and suffer the same thing by 
nudging the pineal gland and getting a push from it 
in return. 

Though, however, Spinoza confutes his own earlier 
doctrine along with that of Descartes, the traces of it 
remain very visible in his psychology. In describing 
the phenomena of the senses, he is not content to 
name the last known physiological change, and then, 
forthwith, the first ensuing feeling, in spite of the 
chasm between; but cannot refrain from inserting 
fancied intermediaries, which, though really physical, 
have names metaphorically imported into psychology. 
Thus, he tells how we gain the first and lowest OTder 
of our ideas, viz. * Images .” External bodies impinging 
on our own impel the animal spirits towards the 
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oerelJral centre. Arriving there, these fluids press 
against the soft brain, and by altering its planes induce 
upon themselves a reaction which would not else exist. 
This new state has its accompanying and distinctive 
idea, which is conveniently called an * image ” on the 
ground that the corresponding bodily change is the 
vestige left, through the fluids, on the compressible sur- 
face of the brain. The special feature of this idea is 
that in it we regard the external body as present, and 
contemplate it as an object there. The corporeal vestiges 
are in the realm of Extension ; the felt images in 
that of Thinking. Thus we reach Perceptive Pre- 
sentation. 

Further : any such cerebral " footprint,” once estab- 
lished, the animal spirits may reproduce by reverting, 
of their own accord, to the same pressure on the 
same part. The corresponding idea will then recur; 
and the outward object, though absent, will be regarded 
as present, until we encounter some other idea incom- 
patible with its presence. These spontaneous images 
are Imaginations. In themselves they are indistinguish- 
able from the predecessors which they simulate, and 
leave us to learn elsewhere whether their objects arc 
present or not In both cases there is the same 
"affection of our body,” consisting of an action and 
reaction between the "animal spirits” and the brain. 1 
In calling this a "vestige” of the outward body, we 
are to understand only an effect, and not to attribute, 
cither to it or to its idea, any resemblance to that 
1 Eth. II. xril. with Cor. «nd Sthol 
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body . 1 There can be no likeness between different mole- 
cular arrangements on a compressed cerebral surface and 
either the weight, the warmth, the smell, the form, the 
colour, etc., of external things, or the ideas of these 
qualities. It is only that for each outward variety 
there is an inward one as welL Thus is the step taken 
from Presentation to Representation. 

The idea which ensues on the cerebral change is 
called by Spinoza the “ idea of that bodily affection 
and the bodily affection is called “ the object ” of the 
idea. We naturally ask, “Which of the two meanings 
of the word object , — which therefore of the two rela- 
tions between object and ‘idea, — are we to read in this 
language? Is it that in the idea we think of the 
bodily affection ; or, that from the bodily affection we 
pass to the idea? Strange to say, Spinoza was un- 
conscious of any difference between these two; and 
his interchange of them, as if they were identical, 
vexes his text with many an obscurity. He seems 
really to have thought that an “idea” (or feeling) 
attendant on a bodily affection must be a knowledge 
of that affection ; and that in it the mind contemplates 
certain corporeal vestigia produced by external things 
on the brain ; and that this contemplation is the idea' 
or imagination of the things.* But how can we “ con- 
* 

1 Eth. II. xvii. Schol. ** Corporis humani affectionea, qu&rnm idea 
corpora externa velut nobis pnesentia reprsesentant, rerum imagines 
▼ocabimus, tametsi nrtmfyunu mm rtfentnL* 

* Eth. II.xTii.Dem. “ Mens hnmana hone corporUttfedionemcwUem- 
)*labtiur" In Eth. UL iiSchoL the “image of an object" is expressl/ 
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template” a molecular change of which we know 
nothing t What we attend to in such case is either 
our sensation, which is not bodily, but mental; or else, 
the outward thing, which is not our body, but another 
body. The corporeal affection through which we are 
enabled to look at either of these is just the one thing 
which does not come into “contemplation" at all. 
This identification of ideas from bodily affections 
with ideas of them is the key to several riddles in 
Spinoza. 

The idea of our own body which, he says, con- 
stitutes our mind , 1 and is its actual being (esse 
formale),* is not silnple and' self-given, arising out of 
the essence of the object ; but is made up of all the 
ideas we have of the several bodily affections.* These, 
taken one by one, we do know ; and our knowledge 
of the body is their aggregate : i.e. we know it, not a 
priori by its nature, but a posteriori by its phenomena. 
Moreover, these phenomena do not befong to it alone ; 
it needs, for their production, the partnership of ex- 
ternal bodies which variously sustain it and play upon 
it : so that in the idea of each corporeal affection are 
confusedly mixed up the natures of other bodies and 
of our own ; the latter being the really preponderant 
element, though the images occasioned by the cerebral 

identified with the bodily affection “ prout corpus aptina eat, «t in 
to htgna Tel illlne objocti imago cxdUlur. ” And in Eth. V. 1. “corporla 
affeethmea" and “ return imagine*” are naed aa equivalents, is mb- 
tradiatinction from the ” rerum tde®.” To attend to the “image* 
of thing*” i* therefore to attend to the “bodily affection." 

1 Eth. IL xiii. * Eth. 1L xr. > Eth. II. sis. 
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vestiges present external objects . 1 This concurrence, 
in the same idea, of the organism and its scene of 
existence leads Spinoza (when speaking of one and 
the same act of attention) to describe the object of the 
mind’s “contemplation” sometimes as the “external 
thing,” sometimes as the “bodily affection;”® a fact 
which well illustrates his unconscious double use of 
the word “object." The fact which he intends to 
mark is this : that the feeling attending “ the bodily 
affection ” (e.g. of warmth, of sweetness, of beauty, etc.) 
we plant out in “ the thing,” which we thereby regard 
as present. Imagination just consists in thus setting 
up an object, on occasioh of a bodily affection, and 
judging it by a subjective standard ; as when a prick 
of light upon our retina makes us see a star at the 
bottom of a lake. This extemalization of our own 
states is our “ idea of from or answering to] the 
affection :” this is our “ image ” \i.e. of the foreign body]. 
It is a distinctive feature of Imagination that in it the 
mind is passive , s 

To render this doctrine exact, an answer is needed 
to a question which Spinoza omits to treat Of our 
body we learn only the particular sense- affections. 
In these, other bodies are mixed up with it as part- 

> Eth. II. xvL, Cor. 3 ; IV. i. SchoL 

1 III Eth, II. xvii Dem. both expressions occur. Similarly Hr. 
Pollock, representing Spinoza, says, “All our perceptions of external 
things ooxudat in perceptions of oar own body at modified by them." 
P. m. 

,• De In tell Emend., V, VI and Land, I. 29, Unde anima habeat 
rationem patientia. 
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n ers. And we plant out these affections to serve as 
properties of the external things and constitute their 
images. Then what is it that we keep at home, and 
that is to give us the apprehension of our own body? 
The "confusion” charged upon imagination is referred 
to the hopeless entanglement, in each singlo sense* 
affection, of the human body and foreign bodies, and 
our ascription to the latter of what we know only os 
in the former. How then do we divide the shares, or 
even conceive the partnership ? Whence do we get 
the duality of body, — our own, and not our own ? 
The sense-perceptions, as predicates, cannot belong to 
two subjects : and if it is their characteristic that they 
form “images,” i.e. give themselves away to external 
bodies, they cannot at the same time play the part of 
“ affections of our own body.” His ambiguous use of 
the word "idea," concealed this difficulty from Spinoza; 
and he simply assumes, ‘as a matter of unexplained 
belief by sensation, that “we feel tli&t our own body 
is affected in various ways,” 1 a feeling which he 
apparently deemed inseparable from the images of 
outward objects. Our own body and other bodies are 
thus taken, as two related terms given in imagination 
together, without any account of their relation. To 
this somewhat vague assumption there would be little 
to object were it only rendered congruous with the 
attendant analysis of imagination. 

The whole of these ideas, —the sense-perceptions, — 
are too confused to give any clear cognition: because 


> Eth. IL As. 4. 
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(1) they indistinguishably blend in one result the*eon- 
tributions of our own body and of other bodies; (2) 
what they report of either of these is not the essence 
or total nature, but only some one phenomenon or 
relation at a time ; (3) the ideas themselves are not 
clear and distinct, being apart from their causes, and 
from the essence of their objects. 1 Nor is the self- 
knowledge of the mind from this source any better: 
for, being only the idea we have of these same confused 
idem, it cannot be clearer than its contents, and must 
be affected with similar limitations, presenting the 
mind to us in only a part of its nature, and mixing 
together ideas of external bodies and of its own. 2 

The chief types of illusion due to Imagination are 
indicated by Spinoza, and may be reduced to the fol- 
lowing heads : — 

1. Each particular image gives the object as pre- 
sent, whether it be so or n'ot ; and is therefore an 
inadequate witnd&s of fact If wb err, however, in this 
way, the error lies not in our having the image, but in 
our not hewing the testing idea which would settle 
whether it is presentntive or representative. Let there 
be such an idea, and the power of imagining is then 
an excellence, not a fault. 8 

2. Images concurrently or contiguously given be- 
come agglutinated, so that when one is reproduced the 
others will recur : eg. the sound of a name (as "apple”), 

> Nth. IL rxviiL and SchoL Cf. Da IntelL Emend., V. Viand 
Land, I. 80. 

* Kth. IL xxix. and Car. and SchoL 


* Eth. IL rrii SchoL 
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and (jheilook, the smell, the taste of the thing named, 
onoe experienced together, will each, on returning, recall 
the rest. Ideas without any intrinsic relation are 
liable to be thus made up into an arbitrary knot, 
shaped by chance experience and individual habit 
Spinoza calls this association of ideas “ Memory.” 1 But 
unless, on the recurrence of the linked ideas, there is 
a conscious reference to the prior experience which 
joined them, identifying the present and the past 
subject of them, the characteristic is absent which 
distinguishes memory from mere suggestion. 

3. Where the concurrent or contiguous images are 
also partially similar (as of»a man, a woman, and a 
child), repetition, as it accumulates, will resolve the 
integral representations; saving the constant features 
' by reiteration, while the inconstants die away through 
non-recurrence. The result is, a mutilated representa- 
tion or compend of such Common properties as affect 
us in all the instances ; constituting the meaning of a 
" Universal ” or Class-name. This meaning will be 
“confused,” not only on account of the “mutilation,” 
but also because, among the properties saved, one will 
be foremost with you, another with me, etc.; attention 
fixing, e.g. here on the stature, there on the form, and 
elsewhere on the sagacity, of man* 

Where the partial similarity is reduced to a mini- 
mum and the images delivered have nothing in 
common except in being images, all their features axe 
crowded out; none having advantage by iteration over 
* Bth. IL xriii and 8c1ioL * Kth. 1L xL SchoL 1. 
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the rest, so as to escape the reciprocal bltirrin| and 
erasure, consequent on the limited capacity of the 
human brain. The result is such abstracts as are 
expressed by the “so-called transcendental terms,” 
“ Thing,” “ Being,” “ Somewhat.” As. a mere residuum 
of obliterated images, these also are “confused.” 1 

4. At a first glance the language in which Spinoza 
speaks of Time , — “ Tempus . . . nihil est prceter modun 
coyitandi” 2 — might seem to anticipate Kant’s “ .(Esthe- 
tic ” doctrine. But it does not mean that the time-order 
in which sensory material disposes itself is only the 
a priori "form” of our perceptive faculty, and there- 
fore not predicable of things as they are, irrespective 
of perception. Spinoza did not resolve the externality, 
coexistence, and succession of objects into the con- 
stitution of the subject ; but, on the contrary, assumed, 
as we have seen, the presence in thought of the essence 
that was real in the thing.' He does not therefore 
teach the ideality of time in the' Kantian sense. This 
much he has in common with Kant, that he insists 
on the unity and simplicity (“ indivisibility ” he calls 
it) of the u eternity” in which all particular times, as 
of the “ extension ” in which all particular figures are 
marked off: only, he treats this unity as real (in 
naturft rerum), while with Kant it is purely sub- 
jective, due to the make of our perceptive capacity. 
In regard to the “indivisibility” of the infinite it 
suffices to say that, in his view, the proper object of 
the Intellect is that “whose essence involves ex- 

* Cogit Uetaph. Eftl 


» Sth. IL ad. SekoL 1. 
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irten<|; whose existence therefore is necessary and 
eternal, a simple self-identity neutral, like geometric 
tajntha, to all that happens with place and date. 
Nothing else than this, and what inevitably follows 
from it, has perfect existence : and nothing else than 
the Definition of this, and the deducibles it gives, con- 
stitute adequate knowledge. Within this sphere, — of 
reasoning out from the essences of things, — we meet 
with nothing historical or successive, but only with 
truths which would be the same if “ time stood still.” 
Could we read the universe perfectly, it would prove 
to be constituted, through and through, of such ‘‘eternal” 
data and their contents. Bift in their combinations 
they give rise to various phenomena or apparent exist- 
ences or inconstant things ; the differences among which 
(as we ourselves belong to them) it much behoves 
us to notice and name. It is Imagination that makes 
objects of these concrete particulars ; and it is in dis- 
tinguishing them from’ each other thaf it invents the 
language and divisions of Time. One body moves 
quicker than another, or with variable velocity. To 
mark this difference between two present experiences, 
or between the present and the past of one continuous 
experience, the idea of Time is resorted to, with its 
triple provision for variation in the Before, the Now, 
the After, and its measure by comparison with some 
uniform motion. These are simply “aids of imagina- 
tion,” for the conception and description of phenomena. 

an a mere calculus of thought. And that which 
they are used to compute is not * existence,” hat the 
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therefore turns away from this feature, and loots out 
for ideas of simple and universal predicates; not the 
false*" Universals” of random experience, but the true 
“ communes notiones,” i.e. ideas of what a totality of 
“ things has in common, and what is alike in the part 
and in the whole.” First, let the totality be the 
universe of bodies. Whatever is common to our body 
and all other bodies and alike in the part and in the 
whole, must always, in their mutual action, be entirely 
present; else, it would be either not common or not 
alike throughout Its idea, therefore, can never be 
supplemented, it can only be repeated, in all experience, 
though it were infinite.* It is consequently adequate . 1 
Next, let the totality comprise only our body and such 
external bodies as habitually affect it Still, of any 
common characteristic (commune et proprium) homo- 
geneous through this narrower range, we shall have an 
adequate idea. For, this range might have been the 
whole, and is open to the same reasoning: what 
happens in our body from external bodies is in virtue 
of what is common to it and them ; and when we are 
affected by the common element, whether as present in 
our own or in the external body, it comes over just the 
same, and is not changed or curtailed by shifting its 
relation: what it is here, that also it is there. Its 
idea, therefore, is distinct and complete, so as to consti- 
tute what is characteristic in the idea of that affection . 1 
Had Spinoza been pressed for examples of these com- 
prehensive predicates, he would probably have named 

* Eth. IL xxxfc. 


1 Eth. II. xxxviiL 
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" extension f> for the absolutely, and u uoeight u for the 
relatively universal. He is moving here in the same 
field of thought where we formerly found him gl&ning 
his “ universal singulars.” 

The range of adequate ideas is further enlarged by 
rational deduction from those already given. For, such 
deduction is of the very essence of the intellect or 
knowing power, and is identical with what we mean 
by enlargement of knowledge . 1 

As, in this theory, the part played by our own 
body is that of a sample of corporeal nature, serving 
as a base of comparison for detecting, by its affections, 
the common propertifes of all related bodies, it follows 
that the more the human body has in common with 
other bodies, the more is the mind competent to know . 2 
Our own organism is our key to unlock the world ; and 
the more variously it answers to the numerous wards of 
nature, the fewer will be the chamber^ closed against 
our entrance. 

To these “communes notiones” Spinoza attaches two 
nuurks which give us some further help in determining 
their nature. As really Universal, and “ unfolding the 
essence of no particular thing,” they constitute, he 
says, the base or starting ground of Jieasoning (funda- 
menta rationis):* is. they furnish the definitions of 
. primary geometrical or physical properties, whence all 
deduction in pure mathematics or rational mechanics 
takes its commencement. We have first-hand and 
adequate knowledge of whatever is true alike of our 
1 Etk.lI.xL * Eth. II. mix. Cor. <Eth.tLri.BdML 
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own and all other related bodies ; and derivative know* 
ledge no less certain of a system of ulterior predicates 
evolved from these data. It is plain, therefore, that, 
on the question subsequently raised, whether the first 
principles of dynamics were axiomatic or empirical and 
the science itself demonstrative or inductive, Spinoza 
would have pronounced on the a priori side. 

The other mark used to distinguish the “communes 
notiones ” with which Ratio deals is, that what they 
give us to apprehend has the character of eternity : we 
know it “ sub specie eternitatis ,” 1 i.e. as necessary truth, 
always and everywhere predicable, and not depend- 
ing on anything which may or may not exist. This 
exemption from all time-relations is only another way 
of keeping at a distance the contingencies of experience 
and shutting us up within purely logical processes. It 
therefore again claims an a priori certainty and an 
apodeictic procedure for the contents and use of our 
“adequate” rational ideas. That we thus know the 
common properties of all material things is still due to 
the idea of our own body; — not, however, of it as a 
present fact; but of its essence as necessary, ix. as 
belonging, together with all other bodies, to the infinite 
and eternal extension. Only by knowing the eternal 
essence of our own body do we know that of other 
things : u we learn the existence and properties of 
space by our own participant relation to them.* 

iKtli.ILxUr.Cor. 1 

1 Bdu Y. xxix. and SchoL The inexperienced feeder* of Spiaoea 
need a oention with regard to Spinoxe’a nee of the word "eeeeooe.” The 
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§pwo8& crowns his account of the “communes 
notiones,” ’ or "adequate knowledge” of “what is common 
to our own and all other bodies,” by identifying it 
with a “ knowledge of the eternal and infinite essence 
of God.” 1 . The full meaning of this proposition will 
appear hereafter. Here we have only to note that the 
common property of all matter, i.e. extension, is taken 
when known as interchangeable with the essence of 
God; and the inference is expressly drawn that all men 
necessarily have “ an adequate knowledge of the eternal 
and infinite essence of God.”* What we say in the 
fundamental definitions and axioms of geometry and 
physics, we say of God. * 

The “ clear and adequate ideas ” thus gained supply 

''essence 1 * of the human body would usually bo understood to mean 
tha properties necessary to define it, i.e. the properties which deter- 
mine its relation to other things in point of resemblance and difference. 
And though the generic characters are assumed to bo contained in it, 
it is chiefly the distinctive characters on which the yord fixes attention. 
Hein, however, Spinoza calls the common properties of all bodies tho 
dental essence of the human body, or the essence of the human body 
“sub specie etemitatis he names the essence of all body as 
Peculiar to some. He commits the further inconsistency of finding an 
“essence” in singular things (sec, eg., Eth. V. xxxvi. SchoL, ipsa 
eeeentia rei cnjusqne singularia) : and indeed he could plant it nowhere 
*!m, his nominalism leaving him no classes or types of being to serve 
as its owners. But “essence " is a word wholly relative to classifies* 
Rod, and cannot survive the pulverisation of natural groups into in* 
dividual*. It means the defining qualities of a Kind, by possession 
of which a single object becomes entitled to the name and fellowship 
of its members. If nature has no claane, neither hae it “eteencee 
, *“d in hk large resort to this term and its conception Spinoza uncon- 
oRomljr retains the realism which he prof esse s to renounce. 

1 Eth IL xlv.-xlriL * Eth. II. xlvli. SchoL 
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the categories of relation under which all objects of 
attention should be brought. When so taken into in* 
ward view, these objects disclose their resemblances 
and differences, and Ml into due order under their 
determining properties. And this is their “ ordo ad 
intellectum as contrasted with the “ experientia vaga* 
of imagination ; — an order constant and universal, being 
no other than the necessity of nature. 

VI. Third Order of Ideas — Intuition. 

Yet another stage of knowledge, at once higher and 
ulterior, Spinoza describes in terms of tantalizing and 
perhaps studied obscurity. The ideas which constitute 
it are clear and adequate, like those of the second 
order, and present their objects also as necessary (under 
the aspect of eternity). But it is distinguished by 
three characteristics — (1.) Its objects are different from 
those of Batio? (2.) It is an immediate knowledge 
of what is, instead of a mediate, of what must be. (3.) 
It depends wholly on the mind itself, so far as the 
mind is eternal, ie. on the mind qud mind, or the neces- 
sary essence of mind (essences being eternal). Each 
of these points needs some elucidation. 

(1.) The objects given us by the communes notiones 
are real universals, the separate common properties of 
all things, is. the apprehended attributes of nature or 
God. These are essential to everything in general, 
K ut are the essence of nothing in partioular. 1 The 


* Kth. II. zxzrii. 
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object) of Intuitive Knowledge, on the other hand, are 
the essences of tingle things 1 (res singulares), including 
aB their distinctive features, regarded as necessarily 
concurring in one nature. This distinction would be 
clear enough, had not Spinoza already applied the term 
" single things ” to the “ real universals," which are here 
taken as the contrasted term (see p. 124 seqq.) The 
reader must guard himself against this ambiguity, and 
remember that the word single, as an epithet of what is 
intuitively known, marks the unity, not of a comical 
property, but of an individual nature which a plurality 
of properties subscribe to set up. 

(2.) The second 'feature,— of understanding at a 
glance and not by a process, — Spinoza illustrates by 
our instant seizure of a fourth proportional in the case 
of very simple ratios, as 1 : 2 =s 3 : x ; 6 being read off 
at sight as the value of x, without either working the 
sum by customary rule or referring to Euclid’s proof 
of the common property of proportionals.* In his first 
use of this illustration, Spinoza doubtless regarded this 
intuitive apprehension as a happy flash of insight, in 
conformity with his doctrine (explained above, p. Ill, 
note) that an object of cognition delivered its essence 
direct upon the recipient understanding. 1 Its repetition 
in the Ethics can only be treated as the inconsistent 
curvival of an example when the rule to be exemplified 
*as gone. For assuredly Spinoza no longer conceived 

■ * Bth. V. xxxri 8choL “ Rerum ringqUriam ccgnitio, qqsm la- 
tire tertii generis sppeUsrt" * Elk IL ikScboL & 

* Short TmtiseDe Deo, etc., Ptrtll. e. L |4. 
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of the Understanding as the passive receptacle* of a 
ready-made essence of its objects ; or of Intuitive Know- 
ledge as an inspiration independent of all prior exercise 
of rational thought. On the contrazy, he expressly 
describes this “Third kind of apprehension” as an 
ulterior step to which the Second leads ; it “ advances 
from the adequate idea of the real essence of certain 
attributes of God, to the adequate idea of the essence 
of things.” 1 And further, the mode of this “advance” 
is distinctly affirmed to be by logical deduction: “since 
we all know the infinite essence and eternity of God, 
and all things are in God and conceived through God, it 
follows that from this knoVledge we can deduce a multi- 
tude of things and bring them into adequate knowledge, 
and so form that third kind of knowledge of which we spoke 
in the 2d Scholium of the 40th Prop, of this Part” 2 
How, it may well be asked, can “Intuition” be 
reached by “Deduction"? “ Immediate ” knowledge be 
built up by mediate materials? No answer can be 
given sufficient to remove the formal contradiction 
But the relation in which Spinoza intended to present 
the second and the third stage of thought admits of 
reasonable interpretation. The second supplies us with 
some universal properties of nature (infinite and eternal 
essence of God), e.g. extension, gravitation, etc., con- 
ceived and defined separately. From each of these 
may be deduced, by necessary inference, many par- 
ticular properties of extended things, as geometrical 
figures, or of heavy things, as bodies in motion or at 

* Kth. II. xlrii. SehoL 


* 1th. II. zl SehoL 1 
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rat : B^ the equality of rectangles under the segments 
of intersecting chords of a circle ; or the path of a pro- 
jectile. Each of these chains of proof constitutes an 
articulated science, and all reasoning moves on one or 
other of their lines. But upon none of them do you 
ever alight on an integral individual thing. More goes 
to make a degree of latitude than extension, and to 
make a moon than gravitation. Several links from 
different lines of deduction must be combined in 
thought to supply the essence of any single determinate 
nature; and this combination it is which the Under- 
standing, already rich in the resources of conquered 
sciences, intuitively effects, the mind, once furnished 
with the formulas of two or three separate universal 
properties, is quick to detect them in their disguise 
when entangled together in particular objects or facts, 
and can thus read at sight the essence, e.g., of a rocket’s 
flight* of a planet, and of a comet, in the modifying 
conditions, geometrical and dynamic, winch meet upon 
the object and specialize its movement. And so, the 
universal properties of which the second stage of 
knowledge takes account in their separation, the third 
apprehends as united in the essence of a particular 
thing, — a concrete eternal, — grounded in the eternal 
essence of nature, only under more aspects than one. 1 
If this apprehension is “intuitive,” the intuition is con- 
ditional on a prior command of scientific conceptions of 
the second stage. As genius alone can merit a hearing 
flv its divinations, so is it only the practised intellect 

1 Bth. T. uni SchoL 
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through which the coloured rays of different sources 
instantly converge into the white light of truth. 1 

(3.) The remaining characteristic of this intuitive 
cognition, viz. that “ it depends on the mind, as real 
cause, so far forth as the mind itself is eternal,”* is the 
most obscure of all. Does not all cognition, we first 
ask, “depend on the mind”? "Why then limit the 
remark to the “intuitive”? Perhaps we are to lay 
stress on the annexed condition, "as real (formalis) 
cause,” which shuts up the whole genesis of the in- 
tuition, as well as its occurrence, within the mind itself, 
and excludes external things from all concern with it 
Yet how can this be, seeing that what the intuition 
gives us is just the essence of some “ res singularis ” ? 
Must we then fasten on the remaining clause, which 
makes the mind answerable for intuitions, only " so far 
as it is itself eternal ” ? Is it in virtue of the mind’s 
eternity that it has intuitions of eternal essences in 
things? Here, v perhaps, we approach an intelligible 
meaning ; for if by " eternal ” we understand " neces- 
sary ” in the order of thought or being, and the mind 
be called “eternal,” so far as it is the organ of such 
necessary thought, then to this function of it are we 
certainly indebted for our apprehensions of the essences 

1 Busolt remarks that "Spinoza has not explained how his ‘intui- 
tive’ knowledge is possible; whether through previous preparation 
from the second stage, or by felicity of nature.” True i but s com- 
parison of passages makes it probable that he began with the latter 
explanation and finished with the former. Sea Busolt’s Grundxttge 
der Krkenntniastheorie and Hetsphysik Spinoss’s, p. 83. 

• Eth. V. xxxL 
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of pAticplat things as consequences of universal laws. 
But then to this same function we are.no less indebted 
for the rational cognition of the second stage than for 
the intuitive of the third. The mind, as the organ of 
necessary thought, assures us that, over and above the 
perceived attributes of thinking and extension, an 
infinite nature must have innumerable others, unper- 
ceived because unshared by us ; this is mediately 
known as an irresistible conclusion ; but not immedi- 
ately, as an intuition of what actually is. We have 
yet to find therefore, in Spinoza’s words, the specialty 
of mind which supplies such positive apprehension in 
verification of necessary inference. 

That specialty is, that mind in us is only an 
example of the thinking function of nature and quali- 
tatively one with it, as our body is of the attribute 
of extension. It is indeed simply “the idea of the 
body,” — the basis of the idea of all body, — the essence 
of which is extension* an infinite and*eteraal attribute 
of God. What we know of body is just what it has 
in common with our own body, and the “eternal” 
character of its essence we conceive as belonging to 
our own body. In other words, to conceive it as ex- 
tended is to throw it into the category of an " eternal ” 
attribute of nature. But if the body is “eternal,” so 
ia its “idea,” for they go together, and one cannot be 
contingent while the other is necessary ; and this idea 
ia the mind, which is thus a participant in the universal 
thinking, as the body of the universal extension. 
Both these attributes, therefore, with their defining 
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properties, are known to ns directly, in our owif per- 
sons, by their contents, and not by a mere inference 
which tells ns at secondhand that they are, while silent 
abont what they are. In this intuitive apprehension 
they present themselves, not as personal accidents, but 
as coextensive with the nature of things; wherever 
there is thinking, its relations to reality and conditions 
of cogency are the same ; wherever extension, its 
quantitative rules, and the necessity which links them, 
must reappear. Even prior, therefore, to all reasoning 
out of them, we have an intuition of them as under- 
lying the nature of things, i.e. as having place among 
the essentialities of God. « But the intuition, which is 
thus the prelude to reasoning, comes in again as its 
consummation. When the philosopher, after working 
from his first principles down the lines of law through 
several sciences, addresses himself to some particular 
nature which perhaps borrows from them all, the 
first formula which his practised eye reads into it so 
simplifies it as instantly to show room for another, 
and yet another, till, by a process as quick as thought, 
a whole group of affinities or contrarieties are seen in 
equilibrium within the single essence. This confluence 
in thought of laws that had been held apart, this 
partial reproduction of their original unity, in the total 
conception of a given nature, is the goal where the 
steps of ratiocination end. The initial intuition is 
analytic, the final is synthetic. Of the synthesis the 
mind itself as eternal, is the real cause; for, being 
only the idea of the body, and being “ eternal ” simply 
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as so^conceiving of the body, it has its own essence in 
a concurrence of thinking with extension ; and, serving 
as the base of our interpretation of the world, leads us 
to seek a unity at the beginning and the end of all 
seeming parallelisms. 

It may be doubted whether Spinoza had a perfect 
self- understanding respecting the nature and scope 
of intuitive knowledge. A certain embarrassment is 
apparent in his exposition of it. His examples of it, 
few as they are, do not all seem to illustrate the same 
thing. And he himself remarks that “he can find 
very few matters (perpauca) which he understands in 
this way .” 1 Yet it* plays an important part in the 
concluding propositions of his Ethics; where it is 
identified with “ seeing God in all things and all things 
in God,” ie. discerning the necessary involution of all 
particular natures in the primary attributes of universal 
naturei In this aspect we shall meet it again. 

VII. Judgment and Intellect. 

It is usual with logical writers to treat in succession 
of Terms, Predication, Syllogism, with their corre- 
sponding psychological contents, viz. Ideas, Judgment, 
Reasoning, and to show how judgment is made up of 
a plurality of ideas, and reasoning of a plurality of 
judgments. With Spinoza, on the other band, every 
be its order what it may, in itself involves a 
jn dgme n t ? If it be of the first order, it may, from its 

K 1 D* IntolL Emend., Y. VL uut Uod, I. 9. 
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confusion and inadequacy, carry an erroneous judgment 
e.g. that an object merely imagined is present: but 
judgment of some sort there will be . 1 If the idea be 
of the second or third order, it will involve, in virtue 
of its clearness and distinctness, agreement between 
idea and ideatum, i.e. a true judgment, attended more- 
over by a consciousness of its truth, or assurance of 
certainty, so as to be self- verifying . 2 The idea of a 
triangle, e.g., cannot be formed without mentally affirm- 
ing one or more of its distinctive properties* It is to 
these adequate ideas of the second and third order 
that the word Intellect is applied ; thus receiving, by 
limitation to the true, a narrower scope than Judgment, 
which may be false . 4 Having this inherent assertire 
character, an idea is not to be regarded as a silent 
•picture to be looked at, distinct from the act of looking, 
but as the very act of looking and understanding itself; 
as intrinsically an affirming or denying, and not the 
passive object -flf affirmation or denial.® 

By thus conveying over the active function into the 
phenomenon itself, Spinoza dispenses with a subject 
that puts forth the activity and is the same in all the 
phenomena. He accordingly insists that, beyond the 
particular judgments contained in ideas as they arise, 
there is no such thing as a faculty of judgment or 
understanding.* All such words as Intellect, Will, etc, 

* Eth. II. xli. xlix. Dem. • Eth. II. xliL xliiL 

•Sth.ILxlix.Dem. ‘ Eth. II. xlix. SchoL * Eth. IL xliiL SchoL 

* Eth. II. xlix. We ehall hereafter speak of Spinosa’sjdentification 
of Understanding and Will. In these proposition* PbftMtaMVidentiy 
is eqniTslent to Taenlty of affirming or denying, <.«. of Judgment. 
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Our. 1 . . FACULTY RESOLVED INTO “IDEAS." 

Are mere compendious expressions for the sum of our 
single acts of affirmation or denial , 1 which, in their 
tuns, are identical with our single ideas of things. Of 
> these ideas, each is brought up by this or that ante* 
cedent one, itself dependent on a prior, and so tn in- 
Jinitum.* Thus faculty is reduced to separate acts; 
separate acts to particular ideas ; and the occurrence of 
ideas to a determinate order of necessity. 

Besides the conscious clearness and certainty dis- 
tinctive of intellectual ideas, they have the further 
characteristic of being alike in all men ; while those of 
the imagination, depending on accidental experience, 
are the source of all human variations of thought.* 


VIII. The Geometrical Method. 

Spinoza’s theory of knowledge led him consistently 
to an attempt which has often been made without any 
such theory at all, viS. to evolve the *order of nature 
from the necessary order of thought, and, by successive 
reflections of self-evident light, to fling illumination 
>nto every dark corner of the world. Identifying 
of thought with clearness and distinctness of idea, 
which speak for themselves to our own consciousness, 
Ire needed for a starting-point nothing but an adequate 
°onceptdon, laid out in correct definition. This would 
°°*retitute for , him an “objective essence" of some 
* formal essence,” ie. would express some real nature : 

* Ufci ii. xlviii. 8choL • Etb. IL sltiiL 

* Ct Eth. IL xviiL SchoL and xL SchoL L 
M 
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and whatever logically followed from the interplay of 
such adequate conceptions would physically present 
itself in the world of things. Geometry afforded 
already an encouraging example of this method of’ 
discovery: though its figures, as defined, were but 
abstractions, they so nearly reappeared in concrete 
objects that their properties were everywhere exem- 
plified, and the system of nature seemed like a .vast 
geometrical construction. Spinoza longs to extend 
this only secure form of proof throughout the field of 
knowledge, and apply it no less to the passions of men 
than to the phenomena of the earth and heavens ; and 
wonders why its use has stopped short with mechanical 
science, instead of being pressed into the service of 
Philosophy. The reign of law being universal, the 
links of necessity in things, with counterpart links of 
necessity in thought, run through the whole and render 
all its contents demonstrable. 1 Metaphysics therefore 
may aspire to'fetand on the stftne line with Mathe- 
matics. If not, what is the flaw in their title ? 

Wherein consists the peculiar cogency of Geo- 
metry as a scientific instrument 1 Not in its deductive 
procedure : for this only secures the coherence of its 
inferences inter te and their collective dependence on 
the data whence they are drawn : and if those data are 
only hypothetical assumptions, they will transmit this 
character to all that is accurately evolved from them. 

' "Did men clearly nndemtaad the whole order of nature, they 
would find ell things no leas neoeanry then ell those of which Mathe- 
matics treat.” Cog. Met II. o. is. 
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It is*no less possible to reason strictly from false 
premisses than from true : eg. a pseudo-science might 
be rigorously worked out, in place of our present 
Optics, from the conception of darkness as a positive 
element, and light as its negation. Indeed the earlier 
stages of this very science, as of most others, afford 
partial examples of such intellectual dealing with pro- 
visional hypotheses. The security for truth therefore 
must be sought, not only in the chain of thought, but 
in the supporting point which carries it 

How is it then, by this rule, that Geometry is not 
simply an ideal, but a real science ? It is because its 
definitions are not 'merely nominal, of our inward 
conceptions and their words, but all run up into the 
idea of Space, which is to us the very field and mean- 
ing of the real, and cannot come into thought except 
as a priori thing. In defining the properties of 
anything else, you may raise the question — But does 
it exist ? i.e. is it “ theft" t In defining the modifica- 
tions of space, no such question is possible; to be 
“there” (Dasein) to "exist,” is to be in it, as one of its 
modifications ; and, conversely, to be one of its modifi- 
cations is to exist. It makes no difference whether 
we rest in the common construction of space as an 
absolute field, or, with Kant, reduce it to subjectivity. 
If we take it home into the mind, as mere form of 
faculty, all the “ existence ” it carries goes with it, and 
the relation of the two remains the same for us, viz. 
that “to be real” means “ to be the contents, or among 
the contents, of space,” though both space and its 
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contents should be ideal It is this coal&cence 
of thought and thing in the underlying ground of 
Geometry, that makes it not a mere conceptual but 
an applicable science. Since space cannot come into 
thought except as existing out of thought, and its 
subjective presence is what constitutes objectivity, all 
the quantitative rules which are reasoned out from 
its characters are not only functions of its ideaHmt 
measures of the world. 

This peculiarity might be expressed by saying, that, 
in the instance of space, its “essence involves its 
existence.” Is there any other conception of which 
the same can be said, and to which therefore the same 
method is appropriate ? Spinoza claims the peculiarity, 
for “ Substance," i.e. for what is in se and is conceived 
per se (see p. 115), as opposed to what is in alio (i.e. 
Quality). And certainly, the idea of substance is 
the idea of a real existence: non-existing substance 
involves a contradiction (contradictio in adjecto, as the 
logicians say). But this only means that, in the 
nominal definition of “substance,” in laying out the 
constituents of the conception, “its essence involves 
existence”: the involution is simply of thought with 
thought, and not of thought with thing. Tou cannot 
think of substance without thinking of existence; 
neither can you think of fire without thinking of heat : 
but you are quite at liberty, all the while, to disbelieve 
the reality of either. In order that substance should 
be oonoeived, there is no need that it should be there. 
Being entirely relative to quality, it has no other 
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necessity of being, except as the support of attributes 
and phenomena: and as all these may be thought 
away. So may substance. But space cannot be thought 
away : and if it could, it would carry off substance too. 
To think it is to be in it and know it as an objective 
infinitude. 

Hence arises a further difference between substance 
afflife ground of quality and space as that of quantity. 
The former gives us a mere relative notion, empty of 
all contents except what its correlate supplies, and 
having "therefore but one predicate, “supporter of 
qualities.” The latter presents us with the a priori 
field of all experience,' furnished already with a plurality 
of predicates, viz. three dimensions, infinity, suscepti- 
bility of form through enclosure of parts. To these 
are due the various definitions and axioms which 
render possible a synthetical advance to undiscovered 
relations of quantity and form. Had the geometrician 
but one predicate to start from, he could never move 
except to spin upon that pivot and make no way. 
The reasoner from “ Substance ” is in no better plight ; 
and can never extort a single quality of tilings from 
his initial definition . 1 

Spinoza, however, relying on a supposed analogy 
between Geometry and Metaphysics, as implicitly con- 
tained in the term Substance (yiroicelpevov), attempts to 
construct a Hypokeimenomeiry, — a science of Substance 

1 Of Spinoza’* mathematical method, a good account is gf ran by 
Kiao Fiacher in his Gesehichte dor neuern Philosophic, L 11. 13 ; sad 
a good criticism by Dr. Oeoig BuaoK, of. eit. pp. 67-76. 
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and its affections, whereby the constitution of the 
universe shall be deduced from its primary essence,— 
the All out of the One. Hot to name that primary 
essence,-" Nature," “Substance,” “God, "-might be, 
and evidently was, a matter of some hesitation with him. 
But one preconception was involved in his very problem, 
viz. that of Me J family through all the steps of 
the deduction, like that which, from the essence dfllfe 
triangle, equates its three angles to two right angles. 
Equipped with this conception, and with the theory of 
knowledge which we have sketched, he addresses him- 



CHAPTER II. 


METAPHYSICAL SYSTEM. 

Spinoza's theory of the world was not bom in a day; 
and in its growth was far from building itself up in 
the order ultimately given to its exposition. Were 
we to tell its story chronologically, we should begin 
with the two parallel data which he accepted from 
Descartes,— Extension and Thinking,— the bases, re- 
spectively, of matter and mind. Reduced afterwards 
‘to the second tier in tyis pyramid by t^e superposition 
of a crowning apex, these were at $rst his supreme 
categories. On their resources he relied for detecting 
the laws of the universe ; thence it was that he started 
his doctrine of physics, psychology, and ethics. They 
were the working factors of his speculation, though 
not its titular head. He thus wrought out, in the 
first instance, a duaMc philosophy ; and then, by a 
prefatory stroke of thought or of assumption, converted 
it into a monism. In his early Short Treatise, the 
higher term (there called “God”) into which he 
resolves the two heads of deduction, is reached by 
processes of reaming borrowed for the most part from 
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Descartes. 1 In his Ethics the show of inference is 
dispensed with, and the unit of Being is made also 
the initial point in thought and provided for at the 
outset in a Definition. That he thus treats as self* 
evident what before had needed demonstration implies 
a new phase in his philosophy ; and, to appreciate that 
philosophy as a whole, we must look at it in its final 
form. 8 


I. Substantive Existence. 

The problem of philosophy being, in Spinoza’s 
view, to trace the necessary evolution of the system 
of things from its absolute essence, he required dis- 
tinctive names for — (1) that absolute essence; (2) 
its immediate predicates ; (3) the varieties into which 
each of these predicates differenced itself. 

Beginning with the primordial entity itself, — the. 
“fons et origS rerum,” — he uses several terms to 
denote it, — Nature, God, Substance, — the two former 
preponderating in his earlier writings, the last in 

1 Of the two a priori arguments for the existence of God with 
whieh the Treatise opens, the first is Descartes* 11 Ontological 
Proof," as given in the fifth Meditation and the Reply to the first 
Objections, and restated in the fifth Prop, of Spinoza's Princ. Phil. 
Cart. And the a posteriori proof appears in the third Meditation and 
in the Princ. Phil. Carl I. Prop. vi. 

1 The genesis of Spinoza's doctrine forms in itself a highly interest- 
ing study, to which an admirable introduction may be found in the 
Essay of Dr. Richard Avenarius, fiber die beiden ersten Phasen dee 
Splnodschen Pantheismns and dap Verh&ltnlss der sweiten sur dritten 
Phan. im. 
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the Ethics. 1 Though identical in their application, 
they differ somewhat in their inner meaning: under 
"Nature” we are expected to think of the continuous 
source of birth; under “ God,” of the universal cause of 
created things ; under “ Substance,” of the permanent 
reality behind phenomena. Prior to the composition 
of -the Ethics, Spinoza does not object to speak of 
* %/Wtted substances of " extension" and “ thinking " 
as “ substances ;” 8 and he gives of “ Attribute,” the same 
definition which he afterwards assigns to “ Substance." 4 
It is not that in these passages the word has any 
different meaning : — it is still “ permanent reality — 
but he had not yet withdrawn that meaning from 
matter and mind and “ created things,” and disowned 
all permanence, except the absolute* 

Before “ Substance ” had been technically installed 

1 This remark refers, not to the mere numerical proportion* of the 
names, bat to the logical momentum of what they respectively con- 
note. 

* Cog. Metapb. II. c. xii. To “ substantia create ” hero, is pre- 
viously opposed “substantia increata, sive Deus,* 1 I. c. ii. 

1 8hort Treatise, I. ii. SuppL p. 31. “Maar de uytgebreidhefd, 
zijnde een zelfstandigheid." And Cog. Metaph. II. c. xii. 

4 Cf. Ep. 2. “Per aUrilnUum intelligo omne id quod concipitur 
per se et in se ; adeo ut ipsius conceptus non involvat conceptum 
alterius rei with Eth. I. Def. 8. 

* Yet this statement, though called for by some passages, is at 
variance with others. In the earliest of Spinoza's extant writings,— 
the Dialogues, incorporated with his Short Treatise, — Vemm/t is 
made to say that though the corporeal and thinking principle* may 
be celled “Substance*” relatively to their dependent modifications of 
body and thought, they are themselves bnt modifications of one sole, 
eternal, infinite Substance. SnppL pp. 40, 41. 
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and defined in the initial place, some of the predicates 
frhich were to be made over to it had already been 
won in the name of the other two terms ; these terfis 
being taken as known, and reasoned upon without 
explicit definition. Thus, it is of “ Nature ” that 
Infinity and Perfection are first proved ; from the con- 
sideration that being a totality, it cannot be bounded 
unless by Nothing; and this is merely the negfctiflK 
of boundary to an eternal, all -comprehending unity. 1 
And it is of “ God" that Self -existence and Sole Causality 
are proved, being elicited from the assumed idea of 
God as the all-perfect being* These, however, are 
just the predicates to $hich “ Substance" must lay 
claim; for it is “ inse ," i.e. self-existent: it is infinite, 
as inclusive of all reality ; therefore perfect, since being 
or reality is the measure of perfection: it is alone 
causal, sincp all that comes to be issues from that 
which is? From whichever of the three terms Spinoza 
reasoned, he found himself landed on the same affirma- 
tions, and was thus led to identify the subjects which 
did but repeat each other’s contents. He passes 
accordingly, both casually and intentionally, from one * 
to another of these equivalents; “the eternal and 
infinite entity which we call God or Nature acts and 
exists with like necessity;” 4 “ God or Substance” con- 
sisting of an infinitude of attributes, each expressing 
an eternal and infinite essence, necessarily exists.” 4 

1 SappL p. 87. * Suppl. p. 1 tegq., 43. 

. * Kth. L Dei 8, Prop. Til. viii. xL, SchoL, xrL Corr. 

* Eth. IV. Pret V. VI. *nd Und, 1. 188. • Eth. I. xi. 
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And*it is but a variation of expression when, as the 
only object intrinsically eternal and imperishable, he 
mentions “ God, or what we take to be one and the 
same, Truth;” 1 and again affirms that “God is Truth, 
or Truth is very God;” 2 for by “truth” he meanB 
the real essence of things as thought 

The conception of “ Nature ” is scientific, expressive 
certain unity among phenomena; that of “ijfod” 
is religious, marking a living unity of cause; that of 
“Substance” is metaphysical, indicating a unity of 
ground. And Spinoza’s preference of the last evinces 
the ultimate ascendency in his mind of the idea of 
Reality over those ’of Totality and of Power. Thus 
overshadowed, the two subordinated terms dropped a 
part of their received meaning. “ Nature,” emptied of 
its living movement, was reduced to mechanical neces- 
sity ; and “ God,” at first endowed with “ goodness and 
simplicity of will,” and “absolute liberty of will,” 2 
surrendered such mental qualities either altogether or to 
finite beings, and lapsed into the underlying condition 
of all things. As this surrender cancels from the 
Divine name the characteristic significance of Theism, 
Ueberweg naively protests against the retention of the 
word “God” to denote anything so heterogeneous as 
"Substance,” and complains of such “perversion of 
religions terms as nvjjeading and repulsive.” 4 1111 it 
is found out, it is misleading ; and when it is found 

* SoppL p. 117. * SuppL i* 1#7. 

* SnppL pp. 19, 21, 28. Cogit Metepb. I. c. ii. 8. Ct Eth. L xtxiL 

Oar. 1. “ Hone* God doer not «ct from librrty of will.” 

* QeochkbU der Ftilooophia, iii 8. 6, sp. Boaolt, p. 120. 
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Out, it is repulsive; but in the meanwhile it gains a 
hearing for Spinoza which would else be denied him 
by public law and private feeling. 

The identification of Nature, Substance, and God 
settled, at a very early date, the fundamental doctrine 
that nothing was possible except the actual. The 
general belief that the contents of the universe might 
have been other than they are, assumes that they onr 
from a Source of wider range than themselves, — the 
finite from the Infinite. If, however, Nature is infinite 
and complete, no scope is left for other than it ; and if 
God is simply the common ground of all things, Reality 
and he are one, and leave no margin over to either. 
As all that is in Nature has its ground in God, so must 
all of which God is the ground be found in Nature. 
Do you urge that never can he create so much but 
that he might create more ? What is this but to say 
that he can never create what he can create ? — than 
which there is no plainer contradiction . 1 This co- 
extension of God and the world leaves nothing which 
transcends the actual, and turns all the actual into the 
necessary ; cancelling the other modal conceptions, — of 
the contingent and the possible as human illusions, 
and banishing the moral conceptions of better and 
worse to the provincial dialect of the human affections. 
Everything follows by inevitable necessity from the 
Divine nature.* All that is must be; and nothing 
can be but what is. 

1 SnppL pp. 22, 24 

1 Epp. 75, 43. “Id ipwm, * Bpincw hlnarif decUm, “ prm e^um 
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The moment Spinoza had, to his own satisfaction, 
identified Nature, God, and Substance, he would have 
done well to select the term which he preferred to the 
exclusion of the others. If a modern man of science 
believed himself to have alighted on the ultimate prin- 
ciple of phenomena, — he it protoplasm or some proto- 
dynamic polarity, — he would mark it by an invariable 
•came. Should it have been previously known in some 
of its disguises, and called now this, now that, without 
suspicion of its universal function, he might perhaps 
choose one of its existing designations; but, having 
chosen this, would certainly not keep wandering about 
among them all. But Spitaoza, maintaining in use 
several terms for the same subject, virtually neutralises 
the equivalence which he has established among them, 
and reopens questions which his philosophy completely 
shuts up. This will appear from a survey of the 
Definitions and early deductions which supply what he 
has to say of Substantive Existence. J 

That primary entity he defines three times over 
under different names : 

“ By Causa mi, I mean that whose essence involves 
existence, or that whose nature cannot be conceived 
but as existing.” — Eth. I. De£ 1. 

“ By Substance, I mean that which has existence in 
itself and is conceived of itself i.e. that the conception 
of which needs for its formation the conception of no 
second thing.” — Eth. I. Def. 3. 

mtfimdamenlum eoram omnium quo in tractate quern edtia deetina- 
vatom (£«. the Bthksa) habenter.” 
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"By God, I mean Being absolutely infinity ie. 
Substance consisting of an infinitude of Attributes, 
each of which expresses an eternal and infinite essence.” 
— Eth. I. Def. 6. 

Each of these definitions has two clauses, giving 
account, respectively, of the matter defined and of its 
expression in our conception. Agreeably to Spinoza’s 
logical doctrine already explained, it assumes 
reality of the object, and states what it is irrespective 
of the mind (“prout est extra intellectual”); 1 and 
then appends some character attaching to our concep- 
tion of it. It is easy to see that, under different 
names, the prior clauses thrice - present the same 
reality; of which the posterior clauses offer separate 
conceptual marks, selected from the “ objective essence” 
In the realistic part, the one thing which is affirmed 
all through is existence ; and the identity of that 
existence is apparent through the modifying epithets 
by which the c eases are distinguished. “ God " is 
expressly called “Substance absolutely infinite,” there- 
fore total and sole substance. And “Causa sui,” 
having existence in its “ essence ,” has existence “ in se,” 
and not “in alio it is therefore “Substance,” and not 
only bars out non-existence, but dispenses with other 
existence. Spinoza himself (by an inverse order of 
inference) concentrates the same three predicates upon 
“ Substance ” as his paramount term. 1 

1 Ep. 9. 

* Ep. 12. The unity of snbstanee he infen from it* e i i rtenoo 
being involved in its essence. The validity of this inference depends 
upon his rale that things are distinguishable and have plurality only 



CHAT. n. 


NECESSARY EXISTENCE. 


175 


06 this one reality our conception carries in it, ab 
initio, three inherent marks — (1) the idea of necessary 
existence; (2) conscious independence of any prior 
conception; (3) the belief in an infinite essence, 
expressing itself in an infinity of attributes, appre- 
hended or not 

The first of these, reproduced as we have seen, 
Descartes, and expressed iu the words “non 
potest eoncipi nisi existens ,” — is reproachfully miscon- 
strued by Schelling to mean that the conception stops 
short with bare existence and cannot advance to any 
further predicate. 1 Spinoza, however, plainly meant, 

by different attributes of stibstanco or* affections of them (Eth. I. iv. 
v.) ; so that, where the essenco or definition is the same, the objects 
defined are one, The "essence” however, settles only the inner con* 
tents or “comprehension," without varying which tho outer relations 
of space and time, on which u numerical distinction " depends, may 
be different. Unless these outer relations are taken up into Spinoza’s 
u attributes or their affections,” his rule will not work. If sameness 
of definition excluded plurality, there could not two new shillings 
or two equal squares. He himself became conscious of this ; for the 
very predicates, — “Unus" and “ Unicus,”— which he had elaborately 
worked out for Substance or God (Eth. I. viii. Schol. 2, xiv. Cor. 1), 
he declares (in 1674, Ep. 50) to bo inapplicable to God, on the ground 
that they are denotative, afilrmable of things in their extension 
—i.e, under membership of a class, not connotative, belonging to 
m fence, and existence identical with essence. An intermediate state of 
mind appears in the first letter to Huyghens (Jam 7, 1666, Ep. 84), 
where, from the silence of Definition about number he infers that, 
in the case of necessary existence, it involves Unity, He had not 
yet observed that the absence of numerical indication has exactly the 
■erne effect on unity and on plurality. It is simply that no cants Is 
provided for either rather than the other. 

1 PhOoe. der Offenbarung. Sammti Werke, 2 AbtL hi 166, 167. 
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not that you cannot attribute more than existence, but 
that you cannot attribute less; for he forthwith pro- 
ceeds to establish other predicates; and in his corre- 
spondence prides himsdlf on having been able, from 
this very definition, to deduce several properties 
beyond its range . 1 A more valid objection to the 
definition is, that, professing to explain self-causation 
it tells us of nothing but self -existence ; and brings tljg 
momentous word cause into use without any account 
of its meaning beyond this misleading identification 
with another idea. 

The second feature of the conception, represented 
chiefly by the word “Substance.” is independence of 
any prior conception. I venture to say prior, though 
Spinoza more vaguely writes “ coueeptu alterius rei 
for by the “ second thing” whose conception is not 
wanted he undoubtedly means the higher genus which, 
with a differentia, defines an ordinary species. Sub- 
stance, as supreme- genus, is free from this dependence, 
and speaks for itself . 2 He did not intend to deny 
that “Substance” was a relative term, needing a 
correlate to complete its meaning ; Itat only that the 
relation was not that of a specific to a generic concept. 

The definition of Substance, as originally drawn, 
contained the following additional sentence — " I under- 

1 *• Ex hoc solo, quod Deum definio esse ens, ad cujus essentiam 
pertinet existentia, plurea ejus propriet&tcs concludo; nempe quod 
neceesario exlstit, quod sit unicus, immutabilis, infmitus,” etc. Ep. 
33. See also Ep. 9. 

* On this point he is his own interpreter in the treatise De Deo, 
etc. Snppl. pp. 77, 79. 
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stand the same by Attribute , except that ‘Attribute 
is used with reference to intelligence attributing such 
determinate nature to Substance.” 1 The passage 
shows that Spinoza was still (1663) affected by the 
Cartesian dualism, assigning a substantive character to 
extension and thought Eeserving for the next chap- 
ter the main questions which it raises, I content myself 
here with a single remark : the common feature which 
enables the same definition to cover both “ Substance ” 
and “Attribute” is that the latter, as well as the 
former, is without higher genus, and is apprehended 
therefore without aid from a prior conception. Though 
in the sphere of reality subordinate to Substance, in 
which it inheres, it has not the dependence of sub- 
sumption, in the sphere of thought, as a kind of 
substance. 

The third conceptual constituent of the ultimate 
reality is Infinity of Essence, doubly^ marked ; by 
illimitable number of ’attributes, and by the eternal 
and infinite character of each. 

The new element, viz. of “ Infinity," which here 
turns up, is gained by an interposed subsidiary 
Definition, viz. of the “ Finite ,” as “ that which can Ixj 
bounded {terminari) by something of the same kind,” 
as body by body, thought by thought, but neither by 
the other. From Substance this condition is absent ; 
as self- existent, it ‘can have no beginning; cannot 
be produced by another ; or have any like or equal 

1 Ep. 9, where Spinoza cite* the** word* u part of the Definition 
in hie MS. of the Ethics. 

N 
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(which, through identity of essence, would he only one 
with it). 1 It is therefore Infinite : s Being and God 
are one; and to say that "God exists” is to affirm 
that "entity is” Existence is what we mean by 
"God;” it is the very essence of the definition of 
Deus, and therefore “eternal;” for "Eternity means 
being or entity itself, as conceived to be necessarily 
involved in the mere definition of the thing designated 
as eternal ;” 3 i.e. means logical necessity of the real. 
Absolute being, however, speaks to finite natures like 
ours, not in its total essence, but by certain related 
attributes, each independently apprehended, and each 
in its own range infinite and eternal To us, two only 
of these attributes, extension and thought, represent 
the field of existence : but the limitation of number 
being merely relative to our constitution, the absolute 
essence must comprise an infinity of such infinitudes, 
similarly distinct in their history, and similarly united 
in their fountain-head. 

It is obvious from this exposition that, though the 
attributes are all lodged in Substance, as their indis- 
pensable subject, they are not dedticed thence. For 
we are in the dark about them all, except those which 
are given to us in experience. It is only when these 
have been separately learned and have served as twin 
dpyai of our knowledge, that Substance is set over 
them and offered to them as their common home, 

* See treetiso De Deo, etc., I. ii. and II. Pref., Suppl. pp. 17, 
90, 91 ; Eth. I. v. yL xir. 

* Eth. I riii 


• Eth. L De£ 8. 
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alreadf populous with innumerable mutually unintel- 


i — u 

Whatever further predicates are attached to Sub- 
stance depend on its relation to 


II. Attributes. 

“By Attribute I mean that which intelligence per- 
ceives of Substance as constituting its essence.” 1 The 
questions arising out of this Definition require us to 
subjoin that of “ Modes ” They are “ the affections of 
Substance, or that which is in something else (in alio), 
through which also it is conceived;” 2 therefore anti- 
thetic to Substance, which is in se and conceived 
per se. Where then do Attributes stand, in respect to 
these two contrasted terms? “Whatever exists,” the 
first Axiom tells us, "is either in se or in alio;" to 
which head must Attribute go ? Plainly, .to the latter : 
it is found, whatever be its own essence, within the 
essence of Substance. So far, it complies with the 
definition of Mode. Does it fulfil the remaining con- 
dition? Is it "conceived through” its aliudf Is it 
by subsumption under the preconception of Substance 
that we make acquaintance with such Attributes as we 
know ? On the contrary, it is precisely because they 
are not deducible, that we know only these two which 
are given in experience, and then carry them up to 
unite in Substance. In the sphere of being, therefore, 
they are secondary ; in the sphere of thought, primary ; 

» Eth-.I. Def. 4. * Etb. I. Def. 6 . 
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wh$e Substance is primary in both; and "Modes 
secondary in both . 1 

Hence, as we step down from term to term, we find 
the relation between Substance and Attribute not the 
same as that between Attribute and Mode. Define an 
attribute, and you can infer its modes, just as from 
the definition of a triangle you can prove the equality 
of its three angles to two right angles. But. fnam the 
definition of substance you can learn no attribute. 
At the same time the substance is no less the “ cause " 
of the attribute (what else does “ causa mi ” mean ?) 
than the attribute is Cause of the mode . 2 There is 

o 

1 Against this statement it would he easy to quote phrases of 
Spinoza’s, if no sufficient attention be paid to the successive phases of 
his doctrine— e.g. in the treatise De Deo, etc., I. vii., Suppl. p. 79, 
he defines “Attributes” as “Things, or, to speak better and more 
literally, a self-subsisting essence which as such is known per ae ami 
self-revealed.” But he adds that others call these “ Substances ami 
his whole treatmgnt of the subject betrays the marked influence still 
of Cartesian conceptions. See Trendelenburg’s Histor. Beitrage zur 
Philos., iii. p. 862 seqq. In the second Letter, he defines “Attri- 
bute ” as u everything which is conceived per ae and in ae, so ae to 
involve the conception of no second thing making no mention of 
the sphere of existence, but only of thought : so that Substance or God 
would be “Attribute.” But the final result of no little wavering and 
confusion may, I believe, be summed up as in the text. 

1 This identity of causal relation is expressly asserted as early as 
the first of the two curious dialogues inserted in the De Deo, etc., 
I. c. ii., Suppl. pp. 39-48. In this Dialogue “ Desire ” having cited 
“ Extension ” and “ Thought ” in evidence of a plurality of substances, 
“Reason” replies that they coexist in only one: “If you call them 
Substances in regard to the Modes dependent on them, you must no 
less call them Modes in regard to the Substance on which theft depend” 
“Just as willing, feeling, conceiving, loving, are dilferent Modes of 
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here, therefore, a broach of conformity between the 
logical relations and the real Yet their complete 
identity is a : fundamental principle of Spinoza's philo- 
sophy: necessity in thought is but the ideal form of 
necessity in things; and “knowledge of an effect 
depends on knowledge of the cause, and involves it” 1 
The source of this flaw in the philosophy is not far to 
tfeek. • Spinoza’s logical construction never ceased to 
be dualistic, worked out from Thought and Matter, the 
two Cartesian “ summa genera ,” 2 both of which he at 
one time called indifferently “substances” or “attri- 
butes,” as primaries in conception. But his meta- 
physical genius was uneasy under a divided allegiance 
to two known and countless unknown heads of being, 
especially if they are no more separate than body and 
mind in man. Nature, in its absolute infinitude, con- 
tains them all ; and their self-evidence and self-sub- 
sistence must be only so many aspects of its eternal 
• * 

what you call thinking Substance, "—so, I conclude from your own 
exposition, are infinite extension and infinite thinking, together 
with other infinite Attributes (or, as you call them, Substances), 
nothing else than Modes of the single, eternal, infinite, self- subsist- 
ing essence. " Reason," being asked whether the relation of Sub- 
stance to Attribute is not rather that of Whole to Tart than that 
of Cause to Effect, maintains that,— the causality being imma- 
nent* — it is both: just as the Understanding is the eatm of its 
conceptions, whether they are regarded as depending on It or as con- 
stituting it 

1 Eth. I. Axiom 4, cf. IL eii “ The order and connection of ideas 
i* the same as the order and connection of things.” 

* Ot Princ. Phil Cart L Prop, riil ; Cogit Metaph. 11. c. L xil 
•Aftii. 
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essence. Though independent in idea, we must 'assign 
them a real unity : and this is best done by taking up 
the word Substance a step higher, and reserving it as 
their common receptacle, — the Absolute subject of all 
their respective kinds of infinitude. The monism thus 
set up is a detached prefix suspended over the dual- 
istic deduction which commences at the next stage, and 
not articulated with it as a premiss. It is a. specula* 
tive denial of the yet admitted parallelism of thought 
and extension, and a suggestion that perhaps after all 
the lines lean a hair’s-breadth and meet at a point in 
the invisible fields. 

In treating of Spinoza’s psychology I have shown 
(p. 135) how the doctrine of “ Animal Spirits ” pro- 
vided for some interaction of the human body and 
mind, and neutralised the alleged independent paral- 
lelism of the attributes. 1 But, on surrendering this 
doctrine, he insisted unconditionally on the causal and 
logical continuity of each Attribute without any trans- 
verse passage from it to any other. The proposition — 
“ Neither can body determine mind to think, nor mind 

1 In the treatise De Deo, etc., the vet; same chapter contains 
the statements, that no mode of thinking can prodnce bodily motion 
or test ; that effects in the sphere of thought, having no extension, can 
be dne only to thought ; and also, that each of these attributes operates 
on the other ; that the soul produces motion ; that motion prodnoes 
perception, II. c. six., SuppL pp. 185, 187, 189. By the doctrine of 
the 16th and 17th chapters the action is restricted, in the last resort, 
to one direction, — from extension to thinking ; understanding being 
reduced to a jMSStvty,— an external object’s ctfirmation qf iitdf within 
us. SuppL 161-175. 
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determine body to motion or rest, or anything else, if 
anything there is,” — does but apply to human nature 
a principle which he has already laid down in unlimited 
terms. 1 Alf the attributes are without intercommuni- 
cation ; each producing its own infinity of modes, in 
order and connection keeping time with the others, but 
with no contact below the point of origin. 

This theory brings into the strongest light the in- 
consistency of Spinoza’s metaphysical monism with his 
logical 1 dualism. If the Attributes are separate deter- 
mining causes, having nothing in common with one 
another except their co-presence in all being, there 
is no proper Unity in the Substance to which they 
belong : for the mere housing of a number of agencies 
foreign to each other, does not constitute it ; there 
cannot be a subject with only disparate predicates : 
the very hypothesis turns it from a unit into an 
aggregate. 

Kuno Fischer w6uld relieve the difficulty by 
identifying Substance with Causality, and Attributes 
with the several forces into which it divides. As 
Plato deduced all things from the “ Idea of the Good,” 
opening out into an infinity of contained ideas, so did 
Spinoza evolve the world from “ Efficient Causation,” 
distributing itself into all the varieties of Force. And 
that in this way a plurality of eternal natures may 
belong to a single eternal essence, geometry enables ns 
to understand : for the one infinite space contains all the 
bounded figures with their demonstrative relations of 

> Eth. ill. it, ct U. r. vi 
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quantity and form . 1 Unfortunately, these analogies 
fail in precisely the vital point of the difficulty : they 
illustrate the independent attributes by interdependent 
functions in nature or in thought. The types of force 
are interchangeable : the geometric properties are 
rationally concatenated and form a single science ; and 
in both instances, the derivatives are particular cakes 
of the originals , — Cause in the one, Space in the other. 

With a more trenchant hand Erdmann cuts away 
the incompatibility between Substance and Attributes 
by withdrawing the latter from Spinoza's real world 
and reducing them to mere forms of conception in the 
human subject . 2 That ‘"Attribute is what intelligence 
perceives of Substance, as constituting its essence,” he 
takes as equivalent to “Attribute is what our mind 
sets up in order to constitute a way of conceiving 
Substance : ” so that it is all a subjective device and 
has no place in “ God or Substance ” at all. No prae- 
Kantian reader could have put such a construction on 
Spinoza’s language. With him, all that “ Intellects 
percipit ” is real ; while that which is merely subjective 
and illusory lies in the field - which Imaginatio con- 
templatur. Nothing can be intellectually perceived in 
substance which is not there. Indeed the* attributes 
are so far horn being treated as figments of human 
thought, that he makes them the contents and measure 
of real existence itself : “ the more reality or being an 

1 Geachichte d. neuera Philosophic, B. I. Th. iL cap. 14, $| 4, 5, 6. 

* Vereuch einer wissenschaftlichen Darstellung <L Geechichte d. 
neuem Philosophic, B. I. Abth. IL 60 mqq. % and Vermiachte Aofcatse : 
die GrandbegrifTe dee Spinoaoeiniia, 145 
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entity has the more attributes' must be ascribed to it ; " 
and “ the more attributes I ascribe to an entity, the 
more must I ascribe existence to it, ie. the more do I 
conceive it as it truly is in itself (sub ratione veri ipsum 
concipio ) ; whereas it would be the exact reverse, had 
I feigned a chimera .” 1 The realism of Spinoza there* 
fore obliges us to leave the Attributes their> seat “ extra 
• intellectual,” manifesting the essence of Being so far 
as apprehensible by the understanding. How that 
essence can be one and self-identical, while its con- 
stituents are many, heterogeneous and unrelated, is a 
question which is hopeless of solution . 2 If they have 
nothing in common with ohe another, how can the 
essences which they express help being different? 
And if the essence is the same, how can they be aliens 
in nature ? 

The Attributes then are real, and are the under- 
stood essence of Substance. To help our conception 
of them, in conformity with Spinoza's conditions, three 
equivalent phrases have been proposed. ‘‘They are 
co-ordinated Powers inherent in Substance.”* In this 

‘ Ep. 9. 

* See the conclusive criticisms of Kuno Fischer, Ocsch. d. n. Phil., 
B. L Th. iL e. 14, §g 1-6. Also, of Trendelenburg, Hist Beitr. zur 
Phil., II. 21, 40-2, III. 366-7. Cf. the review of the controversy by 
Bnsolt, op. eit., Th. II. fg 11, 12. And Csmerer, Die Lehre Spinoza's, 
pp. 9-11 

* This interpretation has the sanction of Spinoza’s own treatise De 
Deo, eta, t.g. in II. c. six., SnppL p 183 ; bat not of the Ethics, 
or of Ep. 9. It is adopted, at already shown, by Kano FUcher ; u 
pretiotuly, by Jacobi, Werke, B. IV. L IBS-185, it ; Beilagen, 114, 
115 ; and snboeqoently, by Camerer, Dia Lchra Spino*a\ pp. 6, 4 
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capacity they would be varieties of a single genud? and 
not be separated by the stipulated interspace of paral- 
lelism. If, to correct this, you isolate each, it expresses 
only a part of the essence, and fails to give the sub- 
stantive idea. Again ; “ they are different Definitions 
of the same Reality, just as a curve may be defined 
geometrically by the mode of generating it, or algebrai- 
cally by its equation .” 1 But here also the parallelism 
is lost : for in the course of deduction from either 
definition of the curve you are sure to come across the 
property named in the other ; and only on this account 
is it that, take which you will, you have all that is 
essential. But your reasoning, once started on the 
rail of one attribute, can never change on to another. 
Lastly, Mr. Pollock’s suggestion 2 that the attributes be 
regarded as “ aspects ” of one “ substance ” is free from 
these objections, and has the advantage of implying 
that what affects us differently may be contained in 
the same essence. But the word, besides its too sub- 
jective character, does not clear the relation between 
the “ many and the one.” The “ aspect ” of a thing is 
“how it looks.” Extension and Thought, i.e. Matter 
and Mind, are our two “ aspects ” of Substance ; i.e. 
they are, to our understanding, two different looks of 
one existence. Is this true? Do we intellectually 
perceive them as two, gu& appearance, constituting a 
single reality? If so, its essence for us will want 
them loth: but Spinoza says that each suffices to 

i Spinott ' If mppliea this oomment on his own idea, in Bp. S. 

* Pollock’s Spinota, p. 164. 
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expftss it; in which case we have tied "infinite and 
eternal essences,” conforming to the definition of Sub- 
stance; and are landed in Spinoza's own statement 
that to the intellect Attribute cannot be differenced 
from Substance. The total difference of the two 
“aspects” (required by their parallelism) denies to 
them the common element indispensable for their uni- 
fication in reality. Is it said, they have at all events 
existence in common ? Yes, but not existence in the sense 
needed for securing the singleness asserted When you 
affirm of Substance as one, that it has two “ aspects,” 
you assign to the “ aspects,” as phenomena, an exist- 
ence other than that wliich’you assign to substance : 
what suffices for the former does not suffice for the 
latter. But it is the phenomenal existence only which 
the “ aspects,” as such, have in common ; it is incom- 
petent, therefore, to constitute substantive unity. 
Besides, it is not enough for the “ aspects " to have 
“existence” in common: “existence” (in order to 
satisfy the account of “ attribute ”) must have them in 
common, i.e. there can be no existence with only one, 
— no “ matter” without “mind for the attributes (we 
are told) are to be credited to existence as such; not 
to this existence as distinguished from that, but to 
indeterminate being, — “blosses Seyn.” Yet surely it 
is not of this vacuity that “aspect” or “attribute” 
expresses the essence ; but of determinate being, viz. 
matter or mind . By no interpretation, therefore, can 
parallel attributes be brought to lapse in a single 
substratum. 
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In seeking for the suspected ultimate unify of 
“Extension” and “Thought,” Spinoza perhaps looked 
in the wrong place. He sought for it in th ,e Objects 
that have these attributes. He should have turned 
rather to the Subject that knows them. The former, — 
shift the light upon them as you will, — can never be 
identified. In the latter, — the apprehending ego , — 
there is a court, indisputably single, that has cognisance 
of both, and somehow neutralizes the interspace of their 
two worlds. Here it is that the question is most hope- 
fully raised, whether two things which thus stand re- 
lated to the same are not also intrinsically related to 
one another. Spinoza was not far from this when he 
still defined Attribute “ that which exists of itself and 
is conceived through itself." For “through” Thought 
alone can anything be “ conceived Extension cannot 
conceive extension ; this second “ attribute " must wait 
upon the first for its conceptual phase, and is therefore 
(according to the definition) no "attribute” at all; and 
there remains only the Thinking principle, — the “ Ees 
cogitans,” — to coalesce with substantia, as the fountain- 
head of things. From this side a strong current urged 
Spinoza towards Idealism, reducing the material world 
to a mode or phenomenon of thought. But from his 
early physiological' psychology an opposite tendency 
was still active in him, and persuaded him that “ the 
Mind is the idea of the Body'' its dependent reflection ; 
so that the modes of Thought become, in their turn, 
only modes of Extension; and we are set down at 
the door of Materialism. He meant, neither of these 
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things, but poised his philosophy in an unstable equi- 
librium, whence it inevitably verged, with every 
changing breath, to either side. We shall see here- 
after that he himself could not maintain the balance, 
but gave unawares an indefinite preponderance to the 
ideal side. 

A word must be said respecting the separate mean- 
ing of each known Attribute. It may prevent misap- 
prehension, if we venture on the paradoxical assertion 
that “Extension” means Body, and “Thinking” does 
not mean Mind. The former is treated (as with 
Descartes), not as the prior requisite, but as the property 
of material things ; as comnCon to them all, and there- 
fore adequately known ; as constitutive of their nature 
qud material, and therefore expressive of their essence. 
It is not that matter is constituted, and room found for 
it in Extension already there, but that extension, os 
simply the essence of matter, carries everywhere some 
companion propertied of matter. This notion is ex- 
pressed in Spinoza’s denial of a vacuum. That to him 
the universe, through all its fields, was a plenum, de- 
noted that its extension belonged to something that 
was there. The notion is also expressed when he says 
that, though we can clearly conceive of empty space, yet, 
as it has no self-existing power, it is a created thing, 
having its origin in God. Not that space was ever absent 
from existence, or restricted to the finite samples of it 
of which the world consists ; for in God, as origin, it 
exists “ emyientcr" i.e. without any such imperfection 
(a g. divisibility) as we encounter in the effects. God 
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therefore “ has all the perfections of Matter in a superior 
way, so as to do the work of matter .” 1 The infinitude 
of space, which was self-evident to Spinoza, was thus 
tantamount to the infinitude of matter; and this, when 
divested of divisibility, , to the infinitude of God. Ex- 
tension is Substance on the corporeal side. 

Next, the Thinking attribute does not mean Mind. 
Spinoza no doubt borrows the conception from human 
experience, in which particular Mode it does mean self- 
conscious intelligence. But to qualify the conception 
to do duty as a cosmical principle, he has to divest it 
of all ideal character which is not present in everything, 
in water and slate as well ks in men. Having assumed 
that like only could operate on like, and having sepa- 
rated the world as known from the world as extended, 
he could not allow that any idea could be given by a 
material thing. Whence, then, do we get our idea of 
water or of slate? It must come from something 
akin to it belonging to the object, something which 
represents it in the Thought-sphere, and makes it an 
intelligible. It is in virtue of its thus carrying an 
" idea ” or “ soul,” that every outward body speaks to 
our perception. The doctrine of parallelism is saved 
by this device, of animating all bodies with a spark 
from the other attribute . 1 But the " idea ” or “ soul ” 

1 Cogit. Metaph. I. ii. 1 {“ vices materue supplere potest”). 

* This doctrine, that “ Omnia individua, quamvis divereis gradibns, 
animata tamen sunt” (Eth. II. xiii. Schol.), which appears also in the 
treatise De Deo, etc. (II. xxii. SnppL p. 207), is somewhat simi- 
larly presented by Giordano Bruno, and characterised as ‘‘something 
very new.” "Do you mean that not only the form of the universe, 
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he jftits into the water or the slate simply to fit it 
for being knoum, not to qualify it for knowing. It is 
not a conscious thinking subject; it is a mere object 
of thought, and has no other title to a place within 
the attribute “ Cogitatio.” By a descending analysis, 
Spinoza resolves the thinker into a set of fAouyAf-pheno- 
mena, and thought into a self-reflection of the think- 
able ;.and only in this lowest form can the fundamental 
attribute assert its universality, as distinct from its 
particular modes. The ideal principle in nature which 
makes it "res cogitans" is only the potentiality of 
thought, undeveloped into consciousness till it emerges 
into partnership with the hhman or some analogous 
otganism, and gathers itself into separate individual 
foci. In its Absolute essence, it is not mind, but 
" mind-«fwjf ” or mind-force, the dormant base of intelli- 
gence to be. In this sense and no other it is predicated 
of God as infinite. In this sense it is said that “ there 
is in Nature only a single ‘ res cogitans,’ expressed in 
an infinity of ideas, corresponding to the infinity of 

but also the forms of all things in it, aro psychical f” "Yen.” “Then 
all things arc animate?” “Yes.” It is further affirmed that this 
ideal principle animates “all things in different gradations.” De la 
Causa, principio et uno, German translation by Adolf Lasaon, pp. 67, 
91. The resemblance, though striking, is superficial. Kruno “ani- 
mates ” things, to get them into action : Spinoza, to fetch them into 
the sphere of intelligence. All the evidence of influence from Bruno 
to Spinoza seems to me of the same illusory kind. Sufficient allow- 
ance is not made for the considerable currency of pantheistic expres- 
sion inherited from previous 'centuries, and available for living 
writers of Spinoza's timo without special dependence on individual 
predecessors. 
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things;” 1 and that “there can he nothing in natt&e of 
which there is not, in the soul of that same thing, an 
idea.” 3 But in the specific sense of conscious intellect, 
Spinoza expressly restricts the predicate to finite and 
originated beings. “ I think I have proved clearly 
enough that intellectus, though infinite, belongs to 
Natura naturata, not to Natura naturans;”^ human 
attributes, will, intellect , attention, hearing, etc., «»I do 
not assign to God.” 3 

The doctrine, then, of Substance and Attributes, 
relatively to us, amounts to this : that the base of the 
universe, being one, necessarily throws off its pheno- 
mena in the concurrent but independent order of two 
functions, thought - producing and thing -producing, 
emerging into conscious unity in the human Ego. The 
unity at both ends, and the parallelism all along, of the 
two independent factors, remain mysteries unresolved. 

1 Treatise Do Doo, etc., II. xx. Suppl. p. 199. 

* De Deo, etc., II. xxii. Suppl. p. 207 ; where, however, the text 
needs the correction supplied by Professor Schaarschmidt’s translation 
from the better MS. Kurzgefasste Abhandlung von Gott, etc., p. 97. 

* Epp. 9, 54. Cf. Eth. I. xxxl, containing the proof to which he 
refers. It is surprising that a writer so well versed in the Ethics as 
Dr. Kalisch should, in spite of this and similar passages, translate 
the word " Cogitatio ” by ** Reflection,”— a term surely involving the 
form of intelligence which Spinoza restricts to natura naturata . Path 
and Goal, p. 378. That Spinoza’s involution in one conception of 
Thinker, Thought, and Thinkable, was deliberate is evident from his 
statement that some Jewish writers had a hazy apprehension of the 
truth that God, God's Understanding, and the things understood 
thereby, are one and the same. Eth. IL vii. SchoL 
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III. Modes. 

In the definition of “Mode,” quoted at the beginning 
of the preceding section, a trace is still retained that its 
original correlate 'was Substance, and that it belonged 
to a twofold, not a threefold, graduation of things, viz. 
of those Jfhich are in se and those which are in alio. 
In using if* Spinoza always had in view the varieties of 
Extension and Thought ; but at first he treated exten- 
sion and thought as Substances, and when they became 
Attributes, they did not form au intermediary term by 
being either a kind of substance or other than substance; 
tl£t were only the constitution* of substance, — its essen- 
tial contents as explicitly known, — i.c. its very self ; 
so that it might still be said that “ there is nothing but 
substance and modes ;* and yet that the modes are 
modes of Attribute. This transference of the word to 
Attribute as its correlate is the only new feature in 
Spinoza’s use of it. In Descartes and iCfalebranclie it 
was “ Mani&re d’Ure." In Jkuno, “Jlfodi ” are the rela- 
tions and forms into which the same infinite substance 
phenomenally defines itself, whether as different func- 
tions or as individual things. 8 In Scotus Erigena, to 
whom apparently the phrase is due, it lias the form 
" Modus essendi.” 9 And even in Locke the same 
association clings to it, in his psychological division 
of ideas into those of substances, modes, and relations. 

* Eth. I. xxviii. Prater «abatanti»m et modem nil datar. 

1 Dells causa, principio et two. Lanon, p. 127. 

* See Encken, Geschichte 4, pbilos. Terminologie, im UrorU*, p. 63. 

O 
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Spinoza included under the term precisely what it 
already covered, — all finite properties and objects, con* 
sidered as determined out of an infinite ground : only, 
by relating it immediately to attribute, be disposed its 
contents into two series which, except in their com- 
munity of being, are throughout heterogeneous, distinct, 
and parallel. All ideas are modes of Thinking, eg. 
concepts, volitions, emotions; all physical phenomena,* 
figures, weights, motion, of Extension; all concrete things, 
of both (diversis gradibus). It is their finite character, 
i.e, their being bounded by another of the same kind, 
that makes them modes ; what they have is affirmed to 
them by one of the two infinite attributes : what they 
have not is a negation of the same, so that to define 
them, i.e. to mark them off from all else, is to put upon 
them a limit or exclusion: — “ omnia determinatio est 
negatio.” It is incumbent on a “ Geometrical Method ” 
to show how this descent from the infinite to the finite 
— this partial privation of being— takes place. 

If we ask the question, why Modes should arise at 
all, and introduce defect within the perfect existence 
of the Absolute, — whether, as Schelling says, “the 
Absolute is ennuyd with its perfection”? — Spinoza 
answers with a constant phrase : — It is “by the neces- 
sity of the divine nature .” 1 That is, the divine nature 
cannot help it, comprising in its essence an immanent 
causality, rendering explicit its own implicit contents. 
The proof offered in support of this statement is, that 
from the definition of a thing the understanding infers 

* Eth. LxvL 
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gevetfll properties which follow from it in reality, and 

are more numerous in proportion as the essence defined 

has a greater range of reality ; so that, where the range 

is infinite; so will be the sequences. The fallacy 

involved in this account of causation (the only one 

Spinoza gives) has been already pointed out (p. 116). 

It mistakes logical cogency for dynamic necessity, or, 

what amounts to the same, assumes that, in virtue of 

parallelism, the one is the exponent of the other, and 

that in the dialectic of thought we may read the genesis 

of things. Proceeding, however, on this assumption, he 

first introduces us to a class of 
♦ 

1. Eternal Modes. 

In the category “ Modus,” set up as a receptacle for 
finite things, how, it is natural to ask, can there be 
anything “eternal”? The simplest answer — true to 
Spinoza though not directly given by lym — is found 
by distinguishing between the essence and the existence 
of particular things ; their finiteness attaching to the 
latter, without prejudice to an eternal character in* 
herent in the former. But, for the origin of this class, 
we must retreat to an earlier stage of deduction. 
Prom each Attribute, — for us extension and thought, — 
follow certain properties, or dependent possibilities, not 
explicitly named in its definition : and since whatever 
can be, also is, these are real modifications of the 
attribute; elicited from its essence, and sharing its 
accessary, Is. eternal, character. Thus, Extension is 
tbs condition of Motion and Bed: and Thinking; of 
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Intelligence: and these, taken not in sample, but iif their 
universal nature, are first-hand or “ immediate Eternal 
Modifications” of the Attributes which respectively give 
them. 

But these again have a fruitful essence, yielding 
ulterior varieties, sub-deducibles from properties already 
deduced from the definition. Of such second-hand or 
"mediate Eternal Modifications” Spinoza gives but* 
one obscure example, viz. “ the face of the total 
universe, which, though varied in modes infinite, yet 
remains always the same .” 1 To interpret this secondary 
"eternal,” we must look at its primary, which is un- 
doubtedly the previously-mentioned “ motion and rest” 
Bespecting this immediate Mode there are two positions 
of Spinoza’s which, taken together, throw some light 
upon his meaning. The total quantity of Motion in 
the universe is constant . 1 No changes in the size, 
velocities, or direction of moving particles of an in- 
dividual body will affect its nature and form, so long 
as they retain the same ratios of motion and rest 
And similarly, if the individual body be itself but a 
constituent in a vaster integer, its interactions with the 
other components will, under the same proviso, leave 
the system undisturbed: so that the rule, in its ultimate 
extension, secures the self-identity of Nature, though 
1 Bp. 64. 

* A Cartesian principle, Principia Phil., § 36, P. II., expounded by 
Spinoza, Prin. Phil Cart, II. xiiL, and approved by him, as appears 
by Bp. 33 : for the one Cartesian law which he disapproves is dif- 
ferent, Prin. Phil. Cart, II. xxx. See a similar application of Galileo's 
law bQr Comte, Phil Poe., vi. p. 735. 
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it iff but the sum-total of universal change . 1 * It is 
this idea of non-interfering partial forces carried by a 
whole which perseveres in its own law, that exemplifies 
for Spinoza the mediate eternal modes. It is “mediate,” 
because a corollary from his doctrine of “ Motion and 
Best,” which itself flows immediately from the attribute 
of Extension. The formula “proportion of motion and 
* rest”«became with Spinoza an equivalent for stability, 
in the human body , 3 in the State, and in the universe. 
We should not perhaps misinterpret the meaning of 
his example, if we called it the “universal equilibrium;" 
— the ultimate equation of the cosmos, retaining its 
validity through all the changing values of its particular 
elements. 

Spinoza does not follow out the Thinking attribute 
into the mediate stage of Eternal Mode* and at the 
immediate we are already arrested by the enigmatical 
phrase, “ Absolutely infinite Intelligence.” We are 
prepared for his treating the essence thus described 
as a Mode : for we have seen that “ Thinking,” as 
Attribute, is something short of Mind, being its uncon- 
scious prior condition; from which “ Intcllectus ” is 
distinguished by being a process of Thought by ideas, 
or self-conscious apprehension. However much we 
may share Van Vries’s difficulty , 8 of conceiving what 
Thought can be without ideas, we must, as interpreters, 
Accept the fact that this is what Spinoza finds in the 

1 Eth. IL Lemmata 4 - 7 , ScboL * Eth. TV. sxxix. 

* Ip. 9, a moat important letter for the oadentaading of OogUaMt 

•* an attribute of substance, in ita distinction from In U iUetu*. 
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Natura naturans ; while intellects he expressly Emits 
to Natura naturata, and denies to God . 1 But how 
then, consistently with these limits, can it be described 
as “absolutely infinite”? The Thinking Attribute 
itself is not “ absolutely ” infinite, but only infinite “ in 
suo genere:" and Intellectus is not coextensive with 
it, hut merely one of its modes. Spinoza does not 
enable us to relieve his language of contradiction : hut 
how he came to fall into it may perhaps be explained. 

First, although from God, as absolute Substance, 
he withholds the predicate intellects, yet he affirms it 
of him as coincident with the endless concatenation of 
rational thoughts that cohstitutes our minds and makes 
up their whole series. “ Our mind, so far as it under- 
stands, is an eternal mode of thinking, determined by 
another eternal mode of thinking, jmd this by another, 
and so on in infinitum ; so that all together constitute 
God’s eternal and infinite understanding ” 2 (intellectum). 
It is evident that the intellect here assigned to God is 
not that of a Subject other than human, but is simply 
the total human mind itself, as an illimitable sum and 
series of connected thoughts. It lies therefore entirely 
within the Natura naturata, and means nothing at 
variance with the refusal of the term to the Natura 
naturans. It is affirmed of God as identified with the 
former; denied of Him, regarded as the latter. Still, 

Eth. I. zxxl 

* Eth. V. xL SchoL, comp. Eth. 1L xi. Cor. In the treatise De 
Deo, etc., II. xxiy. SuppL 218, Spinoza expressly says, “that no other 
thoughts are to be ascribed to God than his creatures* thoughts.” 
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Hus Mode, though covering the whole ground of actual 
intelligence (intellects actu), through unbeginning and 
unending series, cannot be called “ absolutely infinite," 
so long as the greater part of the "Thinking Attribute" 
(e.g. in water and slate) is left out of it. The epithet 
is not justified, unless we can yet widen the range. 

Secondly, such enlargement may be gained, by 
taking* the scale of the Mode, not, as in the passage 
just cited, from actualised understanding, but, as in 
other passages, from possible understanding, i.e. from 
understanding that would be if all that is intelligible 
were understood, and the Thinking Attribute resolved 
itself exhaustively into self-c6nscious reason. When 
the measure is thus changed from the census of knowing 
subjects to that of knowable objects, an “intellectus” 
competent to cover.it becomes truly “infinitus:” and 
when Spinoza wants an equivalent for "the infinity of 
things that in an infinity of ways must follow from 
the necessity of the divine nature,” he can find no 
truer than, — “that is, all that can fall under an infinite 
intellect.” 1 The intellect which he here posits is not 
to be taken as if assigned to God. Had he intended 
this, he would not have said “all that can fall** (as if 
there were an alternative, of not falling), but categori- 
cally “all that fells." It is a hypothetical under* 
standing ideally set up as a tribunal before which the 
thi ngB of which he speaks are supposed to appear as 
objects. As a modem disciple would say : the mindr 

1 Eth. L xrt, cf. Cor. 1. Dram omniimi reran, qoa sob intellectam 
Wbttra cader* poarant, mm awaam efficients. 
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stuff of the Universe is infinite; conceive it all fttmed 
into rnikd ; the resulting mode is “ intellects infinitus.” 
Yet 

Thitdly, we have still to cross the line from a 
particular genus of infinitude (belonging to a single 
Attribute) to the “ absolutely infinite.” Spinoza can 
help us over it, though not without dropping a favourite 
principle on the way. Of all that exists, he tells us, 
there is an idea. The idea of our body has its object 
in the field of extension ; but is itself an existence in 
the field of thinking, and in its turn has its idea in 
the same field. This second, fact is subject to the 
same rule, and yields a third, arid so on in infinitum. 
One extended thing is thus answered by an infinitude 
of ideas. As the same holds good of every mode, not 
only of extension, but of all the unknown attributes of 
Substance, it follows that the contents of the thinking 
attribute exceed those of all the rest by an infinity of in- 
finity,; so that it absorbs and appropriates the claim 
of Substance 'lt?elf to be called “Absolutely infinite.” 
But, in doing this, it emerges from parallelism with the 
other attributes into supremacy. At this cost alone 
can we clear and vindicate the language of Spinoza. 

Were we now to fill up by conjecture the lacuna 
in Spinoza’s list of examples, we might perhaps append „ 
to this immediate eternal mode, as its mediated term, 
the constant form of reasoned thought or Necessary 
Logical laws. As, in the Extended sphere, through 
endless variations among its motory contents, one 
“ facies totius universi” still persists ; so, in the Think- 
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jpg sphere, whatever the distribution and composition 
of its intellectual contents, one system of relations 
pervades the universe of knowledge, and through the 
perennial conflict and concurrence of mind secures an 
ideal equilibrium. 

Spinoza’s deduction from the Absolute nature of 
the two attributes stops at the second stage : or rather 
his “mediate eternal mode,” exemplified at the first 
step from the “immediate,” is left to cover, without 
any named instance, an indefinite scries of ulterior 
derivatives. One mark, however, ho gives us by 
which they may be recognised, anonymous though 
they are. Whatever follows from a mediate eternal 
mode has itself necessary and infinite existence : and 
conversely, every mode which has necessary and in- 
finite existence, must necessarily follow, immediately 
or mediately, from the absolute nature of some attri- 
bute . 1 Now there is an immense class of modes* — 
viz. the Essences of things, — to which Spinozajhribit- 
uaily ascribes “ necessary ” and " eternal ” existence : 
and though the word “ infinite” is rarely added, this is 
not because he deemed it an inapplicable predicate, 

< but because it needed a prior special theory to render 
this particular application of it intelligible. That 
. Spinoza attributed reality to the essences of thijpga has 
been already shown (p. Ill seqq.) : and in his account 
of Definition, he expressly affirms that reality to be 
" eternal .” 1 This principle he himself directly applies 
to things dependent and short-lived. For instance, he 

* Ep. o. 

0 


i Eth. L jedi xxiiL 
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lays down the curious rule that an object caused differs 
from its cause precisely in what the cause confers upon 
it ; e.g. a son derives from his parents his existence which 
is distinct from theirs, but not his essence which is the 
same as theirs , 1 and is an eternal mode, extra intelleclum. 
The human being has no advantage in this respect 
over other transitory objects; the description of the 
whole class is that “their existence is not an °etema 
veritas as their essence is ;" 2 in perfect agreement with 
his earlier definition of “Essence" as “the mode in 
which created things are comprehended in attributes 
of God .” 3 Here, then, is the mark of necessary descent 
from the immediate eternal modes; and we are 
thrown into the midst of the unnamed residue oi 
mediate eternals. Having arrived at the goal of 
“ particular things ” we can look back and survey the 
course of necessity along any sample-radius of derivation, 
e.g. from Substance, through Extension, Motion, Statical 
and Dynamicaf law, under variation in Solids, Liquids, 
Gases, and so on with fresh differentiations down to 
the most specific results. Each step in this process 
we are to conceive as rigorously “geometrical,” leading 
to its consequent as certainly as, in the case of four 
proportional lines, the equality of the rectangles under 
extremes and means follows from the property of 
reciprocal proportion in the sides of parallelograms. 

1 Eth. I. xvil Schol 

* De Intell. Emend., V. VL and Land, L 22. 

1 Cogit Metaph. Lo.iL For further proof that Spinota held the 
doctrine of his time, as to the eternal character of essences, see 
Cameter’s well-reasoned section, III. iL 2, cf. Avenarius, p. 41. 
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Hive we, then, really alighted upon the essence of 
concrete things by deduction from absolute Substance ? 
Have we made good the step from the infinite to the 
finite? Was not that passage stopped by the rule 
that from the infinite only an infinite can follow? 
Have we leapt or have we slipped that bar ? To this 
difficulty Spinoza has an answer ready, to which we 
must now turn. It says : the essences of finite things 
are not finite, but still infinite : it is the existence of the 
things that is finite: and how two such incommen- 
surable factors can constitute one individual is to be 
learned from the doctrine of 

2. Finite Modes. 

Since finite things cannot be deduced from in- 
finite, they remain as far from us as ever, prolong as 
we may the chain which links essence to essence. 
No essence which vye may define gives us more 
than the inner nature of a thing, — -its connotation 
without denotation : it is silent of its outer history, 
its frequency, its dates, its place. These are not 
determined by its essence any more than the definition 
of humanity furnishes the census of mankind. Any- 
thing freely given up to its own essence would be 
eternal. 1 Limitation can be put upon it only by some* 
other thing of the same kind, i.e. similarly limited 
within the same attribute : for, if the two are hetero- 

1 Eth. IIL iv., IV. iv., Dem. “Could • nun bo exempt from el! 
changes but each ee were intelligible from bit own netaie alone it 
would follow that he could not perish, but muet always exist” 
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geneouB, as thought and extension, they will not dfttnrb 
each other’s infinity. There cannot, therefore, he a 
finite thing till there is another that is homogeneous to 
determine it ; which other is again subject to the same 
rule, and so on in infinitum; each term of the series 
being external to the rest In Spinoza’s own words : 
“No single thing, i.e. having a finite and determinate 
existence, can exist and be determined to act,*unless 
determined thereto by some other cause, also having a 
finite and determinate existence; which again cannot 
exist and act, unless determined thereto by some other 
finite and determinate cause, etc., in infinitum .” 1 

This proposition, negative in its expression, is 
negatively proved; by appeal to the impossibility of 
eliciting finite and determinate existence from the 
absolute nature of any attribute. The attribute must 
therefore be got out of the absolute into the modal 
form, and with a proviso that the mode shall not be of 
the infinite and eternal kind, before it is qualified to 
produce the finite thing. 

What is this but to confess that the necessary 
causality hitherto so elaborately worked out is un- 
availing to produce a single finite thing; and that, to 
account for the existence of such thing we must take 
fair granted the existence already of another? If finite 
musf^h| there ere finite can arise, how comes it there 
wherelll is from Substance and Substance is infinite? 
The sudden step into finiteness is wholly unexplained, 
—nay, is made under conditions which have been 

1 EtK I. xxriiL 
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proved to exclude it. 1 Hitherto we have 
been' ‘taught to identify causality with necessary 
sequence from the attributes of God, — a process at 
once logical and real, whereby the implicit contents 
of the supreme essence become explicit. And it is 
difficult to resist the conviction that Spinoza intended 
to work his problem through with this single type of 
causation ; and that he never fully realized how little 
homogeneous with it is that by which he replaces it : for 
he tries to unify them, like the parallel attributes, by 
covering them both with the name of God. But that 
he has to invoke quite another kind of causality, in 
dealing not with the deduction of essences, but with 
the genesis of things, is at times evident to himself as 
well as to his readers. He distinctly states, in a letter 
to Huyghens, that if anything exists in definite number, 
— say, 20 men, — (and the same applies to any other 
limit than numerical), there must be, over and above its 
defined nature or essence, a cause of that Somber, — there* 
fore an external cause. 3 ■ Vested in finite things, therefore, 
there is a causality, in virtue of their finiteness, other than 
the “ geometrical ” cogency inherent in their essence ; — 
a dynamic efficiency which determines their sequence, 
unbeginning and unending, in ways extraneous to the 
laws of thought. Token as a whole, this new type^ol 
necessity, with its “ regressus in infinitum," beqgatos the 
"order of nature,” the “causal nexus,” whicb/plore oi 
less acts against the essence of each thing, and hinder* 
its adequate realization. 

1 Yts. in Eth. L at-nlB. 


• Ep. 84. 
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The qualification of finiteness for exercising this 
novel causality is the more mysterious, because, in 
Spinoza’s view, finiteness is nothing positive, but only 
a partial negation of existence, — a denial to a thing of 
more than a defective expression of its essence. That 
the essence, so far as it succeeds in expressing itself, 
should yield results, is intelligible : but that, in failing 
to do so, it should become a power and call up con- 
crete things which its free essence could not cause, is 
unaccountable. 

It was inevitable that Spinoza, on arriving with 
his deduction at the confines of the phenomenal world 
and trying to push it across, should feel the conse- 
quences of identifying the relation of Substance and 
Attribute with that of Cause and Effect . 1 So long as 
he was dealing only with the large conceptions from 
which he started, and turning them inside out to see 
what coherent y«b could be woven from them, it was 
easy for one to whom veritas meant indistinguishably 
“ truth " and “ reality ,” to take the necessity of thought 
as a discovery of the order of being, and to forget that 
the firmest chain of reasoning will drag up nothing 
out of night. But when he came to things distributed 
in space and successive in time, to birth and death, to 
large and small, to changes slow and swift, deduction 
from the infinite was brought to a stand, and the 
most capacious essences were struck with sterility. 
He had nothing but reasons; and he wanted causes. 
He was overdone with an “infinity” of logical possi- 

1 See above, pp. 116, 195. 
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bilitiss; but could convert none of them., into physical 
power. He had dealt thus far with the A070?, or 
ground of things ; and now it refused to serve as the 
airla of their phenomenal existence. To force his 
way through this difficulty some little violence was 
indispensable. He will not revoke the word “cause” 
from his “infinite modes,” though it fails to carry 
them apy further: he hopes to find some " Potentia" 
hereafter, by still leaving it wrapped up in “ Essence.” 
But he brings upon the stage, under the same name, 
a dramatis persona that we have not seen before, and 
that is entrusted henceforth with half the remaining 
action of the piece. ' 

It follows from this doctrine that in each particular 
thing two causalities coexist; its essence, which is 
infinite and eternal; and its finite presence, which is 
due to a prior and to which a posterior will be due in 
endless series. And as it is with ead^, so is it with 
alL The total cosmos' has the same factors ; infinite 
attributes, immanent eternally, and forming its con- 
stitutive ground; and a tissue of causal connection, 
determining the perpetual march of phenomena and 
birth of things. Though driven to admit the latter, 
Spinoza insists on the importance of concentrating 
attention on the former, thp system “rerum fixarum 
atemarumque.” The other series eludes human 
°°gnizance by its complexity, and being independent 
of the essences of things yields no eternal truth. 1 
Indeed it is only at last, in the Ethica, that he admits 

1 DelnUlL Emend., V. VL end Lend, !. M. 
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particular thjpgd 4jo the honours of Causality at all 
These, as long |s it was possible, he reserved exclusively 
for the favoured “ essences : ” and he put off the 
pretensions of finite individuals by drawing a distinc- 
tion between “ cause ” and “ condition ” and relegating 

them to the latter. Thus, he says : 

• 

“Although on object needs for its existence a particular 
modtf over anil above the Attributes of God, yet thisedoes not * 
preclude him from being its immediate producer. For, among 
the requisites of an object’s existence, some are indispensable as 
its producers, others as rendering its production possible. For 
instance : I want to have light in a certain room \ I light a 
candle, which of itself does the business : or, I throw open the 
window-shutter ; which, without Itself giving light, yet enables 
the light to enter the room .” 1 * 

• "v V' 

Accordingly, he reckons, M sole producers, Motion 
in the extended sphere, and Understanding in the 
thinking sphere : these are the “ intima essentia rerum,” 
fixed and eternal; “and from the laws written, as it 
were, on their infallible record, all individual things 
arise and are disposed, with dependence on them so 
close and essential that without them they can neither 
be nor be conceived.” 2 The conditions, on the other 
hand, are found in the varying distribution of rest and 
motion in the extended sphere, and in the thinking 
sphere the transient occunfence of particular ideas.* 

1 De Deo, etc., I. ii., Dial. 2, Suppl. 49. 

1 De IntelL Emend., V. VL and Land, I. 38. Comp. De Deo, eta, 
I. ix., Suppl. 81. ^ 

9 De Deo, etc., II, Pr&f%ot, SuppL 89. See also Sigwart, 
pp. 50, 51. 
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p£Uag, even with the help of this distinction, to 
irc fr problem through by Immanent causality 
alone/ Spinoza did at last (Eth. I. xxviii.) set beside it 
“another” and “ external” cause,— the concatenation of 
finite things: with imperfect consciousness, however, 
of its being "another;” and therefore not, as w| shall 
8e% without frequent relapse into modes qf reasoning 
• based on the earlier assumption. Meanwhile, we have 
to regard it as fundamental with him that, in each 
finite thing an eternal mode is united, as its affirmative 
essence, with a partial negation of that essence by an 
outward order of nature hindering its full expression. 
It is the former that, through the whole scene of 
things, supplies the divine* , immanence ; the latter, the 
phenomenal world pervaded by it The possibility, 
for the human mind, of emeiging from the latter to 
the former, by the essence clearing itself of outer 
hindrance and asserting its eternal nature, lies at the 
base of Spinoza’s logical and ethical theory; both of 
which are summed up in the self-liberation of the 
mind's essence. But how to unite and reconcile, in 
particular things, the infinite and the finite causes; 
what business the latter, as mere negations, have in 
the nature of God ; how a finite thing, producing a 
finite; can secure it an eternal essence not springing 
from the finite, — these are questions to which we search 
in vain for a reply. 
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IV. The Privations of the Finite. 

If the essence of any single thing could have its 
way, it would simply affirm itself and be. But, instead 
of having the field to itself, it is only part of a course 
of nature indefinitely greater than itself, and full of 
other essences similarly affirming themselves. It thus 
encounters changes ab extra which restrict «ts self- 
expression, and with its agency mingle the experience 
of a patient. Every passive affection, due not to the 
inner nature itself, but to the influence of outward 
things, constitutes one ef the marks of finite tilings ; 
more emphatic and conspicuous' in proportion as the 
essence is less a match for the scene of things on 
which it appears . 1 

Besides this liability to be acted on, each finite 
thing is under the possibility of not existing at all. 
Of its two component causalities, its essence determines 
its nature and the attribute to which it belongs; but 
its place among things, i.e. its antecedents and con- 
comitants in the order of the world, must determine 
whether or not it can put in its appearance among 
phenomena. Hence its existence is contingent, i.e. not 
involved in its essence, but dependent on- external 
conditions which may necessitate it, or exclude it 2 
The contingency, however, is merely relative to our 
apprehension. In themselves the external conditions 
are perfectly definit^pnly by us incalculable, and no 

> Eth. III. Def. 2, ill Schol. ; IV. II. ir. 

* Eth. IVt Dot S; IL Ax. 1, xxxL Cor. 
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less certainly determine the sequel than would the 
essence itself But since we cannot read the causal 
nexus, as we can the “geometric ergo,” we mark our 
suspense by calling the thing “ contingent 1 under 
two varieties, viz. “ possible ” when among the ill* seen 
group of requisites our eye picks out some that are 
intrinsically competent to the effect; and “probable" 
when these appear to be preponderant; both lying 
between the extremes, viz. necessary, where the condi- 
tions are wholly affirmative ; and impossible, where they 
are wholly negative.* 

This contingency in an individual thing attests 
that its essence is not competent to assure its existence 
in presence of the order of nature. That as yet it has 
no existence, and in the future only problematical, 
shows how much being is negatived in it, and that 
whatever it may have rises out of non-being, i.e. has a 
beginning in time. Qnce in the light, its essence, 
which did not bring it thither, would never take it 
away , 8 being infinite and carrying in it no term . 4 But 
the same outward causality that detained it from exist- 
ence, will expel it thence, and give it an ending in 
time . 8 This enclosure within a certain duration is the 
prominent element in the meaning of the word “finite" 
and, when opposed to the “ eternal ” character assigned 
to the essence of the same thing, interprets Spinoza’s 
doctrine that all defect is finiteness, and all finiteness 
absence of being. Where the infinite is positive, the 
finite must be negative. 

1 Eth. 1. xxxiiL Md SchoL 1. » Eth. IV. xH. 

* Eth. HI. ir. 4 Eth. III. tL • Eth. II. xxx. 



212 


SPINOZA: HIS PHILOSOPHY. 


piet a 


V. Individual Beings. 

With the appearance of the second type of Caus- 
ality and its “ external order of nature,” the movement 
of Spinoza’s philosophy changes its direction. Hitherto 
it has descended from the one to the many, from Unity 
of Substance to infinity of Attributes, each breaking** 
into an infinity of Modes. It has professed to do so 
by rigorous deduction, though it is plainly impossible 
to infer the species from the genus alone, and no 
principle of differentiation has been supplied to com- 
plete the conditions. Further advance upon this line 
is now arrested. The modes under each head invite 
no ulterior subdivision ; on the contrary, at the bidding 
of the new causality those under different heads begin 
to unite and constitute together each single thing. If 
there be unity in an individual, it is the inverse of the 
unity of substance, and arises at the terminus of its 
differentiation. Not only must the two Attributes 
concur to set up any single thing, but numerous modes 
of each must centre in it to constitute its qualities and 
their idea; its size, its form, the motion of its parts, 
are so many varieties of extension, as their percepti- 
bility is of thinking. It is therefore a manifold; and 
its individuality, whatever it may mean, does not 
denote timplieity. Approaching it from the empirical 
end, Spinoza studies it first in the human being, and 
then in external objects. 
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1. Man. 

Spinoza brought into his speculations on human 
nature two preconceptions which, though masked by 
his later metaphysics, never really lost their influence. 
The body takes the lead of the mind as its given con* 
dition. And, of the mental states, the cognitive take 
the lead, as prior conditions of the affections!. These 
assumptions appear in the positions that “the idea 
which constitutes the human mind is the idea of the 
human body, i.e. a certain actually existing mode of 
extension and nothing else j” 1 and that from this idea, 
or “ objective essence of the body,” which is the " first 
immediate modification of thinking, all other modifi- 
cations, as Love, Desire, Pleasure, etc., have their 
origin, so that without this antecedent they could 
never be.”* Whatever doubt might be raised about 
the meaning of the word “idea” in this early essay is 
removed from his finaf doctrine by its definition as “a 
Concept of the mind, which the mind forms as a res 
cogitans with the comment “I say Concept rather 
than Percept, because the latter term seems to imply 
passive affection by the object ; while the former seems 
to express the mind’s action.”* The former of these 
preconceptions appears early in still stronger forms, as 
when he undertakes to explain “ how the soul has its 
origin from the body, and how its changes depend on (he 

> Eth. 1L ziiL 

* Ds Dm, ate., Append. II., De meat# ham., SappL 14#. 

» Eth. IL DSL S. 
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body alone/' 1 In the doctrine of parallelism he %eems 
to abolish this order of dependence, and to substitute 
concomitance of the ideal with the bodily states for 
sequence on them. But if, as he says, “ the idea 
which constitutes the human mind ” has the body for 
its object , it is still conditional on the body being there ; 
the relation between the “formal essence” and the 
“objective” can be read only one way, viz. f^pm the 
“formal” to the “objective,” and not vice versd. The 
body may be nominally deprived of its causality, but 
is certainly not removed from its leading position as 
supplying the “idea” with its contents. The second 
preconception, similarly * adopted from the empirical 
psychology of his time, Spinoza deliberately retained, 
resolving all emotion and action into inadequate or 
adequate ideas ; desire, e.g, t into the idea of a pleasure, 
and will into “ intellects.” How, then, with these 
data in their latest form, does he interpret the unity of 
an individual man ? 1 

We have seen (p. 139) that the u Idea corporis ty 
which constitutes the mind “is not simple but com- 
posed of very many ideas,” 2 successively contributed 
by experience of the bodily affections. 8 As the modem 
psychologist would say, “ We know only as we feel, and 
we feel only our bodily changes.” The growth of this 
idea Spinoza does not trace in detail : each movement 
within the body or of the body is assumed to be attended 
by its “idea,” and the aggregate of these gives “the 

* De Deo, etc., Append. IL, De mente hum., Soppl. 24L 
• Eth. II. XT. • Eth. II. xix. 
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mind.* The body, therefore, is no single “ object ” of 
thought,- and the mind is no single thinking subject: 
each is a complex of many phenomena, — the one of 
movements, the other of ideas. And these two plur- 
alities are kept apart by the fact that each idea, while 
itself in the sphere of thinking, has its object in the 
sphere of extension, between which there is no com- 
munication. These are not promising conditions for a 
principle of individuality. 

Perhaps they will assume a more favourable aspect 
at the next step, which brings us to self-consciousness. 
The moment the idea of the body becomes a fact, that 
fact has its own idea, and to ’our knowledge, hitherto 
limited to a phenomenon in the field of extension, is 
now added a phenomenon in the field of thinking; 
besides knowing, we know that wo know. This further 
knowledge is a new fact, of which also an idea is 
formed ; and so on, till the first self-reflection includes 
an infinity . 1 Wo are not indeed aware of having this 
infinite series of discreet cognitions : for the invariable 
occurrence, with every idea, of the same lcnbwledge of it, 
amounts to a fusion of all the reflexes into one, viz. 
self-consciousness of the whole as our mind , — a com- 
prehensive continuum of thinking. "This knowledge 
of the mind,” it is added, " is united with the mind, 
as the mind is united with the body.”* The doctrine 
wrapped up in these difficult propositions means simply, 
— Given, manifold sensible affections ; consciousness of 

1 DtlnUU. Emend, V. VI end Lend, L 11, 12; EUl II. a*. 

• Kth. 1L uL 
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them involves self-consciousness, and self-consciodbness, 
self-identity: and so, numerical data melt into intjivi- 
duality. 

The first of these positions Spinoza supports by 
a favourite formula, which it may be useful to in- 
terpret once for alL “ Of the human mind also there 
is in God an idea or knowledge, which follows in God 
and belongs to God after the same manner as the idea 
or knowledge of the human body.” For (1) “ Thought 
being an attribute of God, there must be in God an 
idea of it and all its affections, including -the human 
mind. But (2) This idea of the mind is not referable 
to God as infinite, but as affected by another idea of a 
particular thing (standing as it does, like all Unites, in 
the causal nexus). Now (3) The order and connection 
of ideas is the same as the order and connection of 
causes. Therefore this idea or knowledge of the mind 
is in God and belongs to God after the same manner 
as the idea or knowledge of the body;” 1 — which has 
just been proved to arise (in us) from our ideas of the 
bodily affections. 

The reader who strains after the sense of these 
sublime propositions alights with some surprise Upon 
their homely meaning, viz. that “ to have an idea is to 
know that you have it” This cannot be all, it will be 
said: for Spinoza's affirmation is about an "idea in 
God,”*not in us. Yes : but that which is in us is none 
the less “in God,” — nay, in Spinoza's sense, is no 
otherwise “in God” than by being in us. And this 


> EUl IL xx. 
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ii precisely what he affirms when saying that the idea 
belongs to God, not as infinite, but only in a finite 
mode among its successive phenomena, *.«. in the 
human mind. The idea is not predicable of the Think- 
ing Attribute absolutely, but merely of that modifica- 
tion of it which turns up in our “idea of the body" 
and its indefinite reflections. Under this restriction, 
“ God” becomes “ Man,” and to affirm the idea as God's 
is to deny it of any but Man. Paradoxical as this 
may seem, it is’ no longer strange when we remember 
that, with SpinoZa, the word “God” is equivalent 
simply to "Nature” or the sphere , of “Existence" 
whether Being or Becoming! so that for an idea to 
“be in God,” it suffices for it to be somewhere: it 
no need to be present beyond the created mind : 
straw on the wave is still in the sea. 

This premised, the thesis becomes “ Of the 
mind there must be, in the human mind, an idea ar^qp 
from its particular phenomena, as the idea of tta kxly| 
arises from its particular affections.” And th&proofr 
runs thus. Thought exists wherever matter (exqhssnf 
does. Of everything that exists, therefore of ehoflgh* 
in all its existing modes, there is a correspond* ffes? 
The “idea of the body ” («. the mind), as one® tinea# 
has its idea ; of which, when it exists, there is another, and 
so on ; ie. there is an idea of a mental phenomenon con- 
verted, by summation of series, into an idea of the mind. 

In this theory of self-consciousness some of the 
difficulties already lurk which were afterwards brought 
to a head in the ruder psychology of Condillac. 





218 


SPINOZA! HIS PHILOSOPHY. 


FAST It. 


“ When I have an idea, I know that I have it” 9 Yea, 
certainly, if “I” am already there; the idea is then 
brought home as a phenomenon to an apprehending 
subject, capable of making it an object. But this “ 1 ” 
is no datum of our problem; on the contrary, is pre- 
cisely its gyumtum , — the self which, with its personal 
consciousness, is to issue as product of the experience 
described. At the outset there is only some»bodily 
affection and the idea of it, also called the knowledge 
of it. Where, then, is the blower, who has this know- 
ledge? Is the “idea” expected to play this part too? 
Then it is the subject which has the bodily affection 
for its object, i.e. a certain mode of extension. But 
this idea No. 1 immediately becomes the object, as a 
certain mode of thought, of an idea No. 2, as its know- 
ing subject as well as the knowledge of it Here for 
the first time we are said to arrive at s«?/-kno\vledge ; 
whether as the result of the second stage alone, or of 
both taken together, is not explained. If the former, 
then the self, being the object known, is identical with 
idea No. 1, i.e. with a mode of thinking only. If the 
latter, then, putting together the object known (bodily) 
by idea No. 1, and that known (mental) by idea No. 2, 
we certainly have both the constituents of the self, as 
defined. But, then, the knower of the one is not the 
knower of the other, — being, in fact, that other, and 
reduced from knower to known. It is obvious that 
either a Subject for the series of phenomena is missing 
altogether; or else, a new subject arises at every stage, 
and instead of unity we have an infinity. Nor can we 
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admit any psychological equivalence between the snm 
of an infinite series of idea idearum and the continuity 
of personal self-consciousness. 

Turning to the further statement, that “ the know- 
ledge of the mind is united to the mind, in the same 
way as the mind itself is united with the body,” 1 we 
must seek the key to its significance by asking, “ What 
way is„that?” 'The intended answer is, “The body 
and its idea constitute not a duality, but one individual, 
regarded now under one attribute, now under anothor.” 
And so, the rule affirms, there is no breach of indi- 
viduality in the relation between the mind and its 
self-knowledge. It is as truly inherent in an idea to 
become the object of another, as in the body to become 
the object of an idea : it belongs to the very nature of 
ideation, and is nothing else than its "form.”* This 
is Spinoza’s meaning : but the analogy gives way when 
closely pressed. Between idea and idea idea there is, it is 
true, the same concomitance as between corpus and idea 
corporis : but in the former pair, both within the same 
attribute, it is concomitance with causality, amounting 
to proper unity; in the latter, separated in parallel 
attributes, it is concomitance without causality , leaving 
the unity ungrounded and nominal. Did we (as the 
dictum proposes) use the relation between the body 
and its idea as the standard by which to estimate that 
between the mind and its self-apprehension, the latter 
would be made up of two independent and absolutely 
heterogeneous phenomena, unsusceptible of fusion, and 
1 Kth. IL xxL * 2th. 1L xxJ. SchoL 
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with nothing in common except being phenomena* To 
such conditions it is hopeless to look for the continuity 
and self-identity of personal existence. 

At present, therefore, the problem of constructing 
personality from impersonal attributes remains unsolved. 
It will come up again in treating the moral doctrine of 
Spinoza, and may wait for such further light as he may 
then shed upon it. Meanwhile he* has brought us to 
this point: that it is by the objective contents of 
my self-consciousness that I am a different individual 
from you. The distinction is therefore resolvable into 
dissimilarity, and need not be carried over to any 
isolation of Subject expressed by the “I” and the 
"you.” The doctrine may be briefly summed up. 
Man is a finite mode of Thinking and Extension ; the 
former attribute giving his mind, the latter, his body. 
The essence of his mind is formed of adequate and 
inadequate ideas, or intellect and imagination; the 
former from the eternal causa essendi, the latter from 
the cdhsecutive causa fiendi. Though neither attribute 
and neither causality can be deduced from the other, 
or from any common source, yet somehow their pro- 
duct turns out one and individual. 


2. Things. 

Since every object in nature has its "idea or soul,” 
it is only in degree that it falls short of the story of 
man. The human mind is superior in so far as its 
object— the human body — is so: and to find the 
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measure of this superiority, it is necessary to deduct* 
and therefore to investigate, the common properties of 
bodies in general With a view thus to correct our 
confused apprehensions of our own body, occasioned 
by its large range of special action and feeling, Spinoza 
weaves into his Ethica an episode on Physics which 
needs a brief notice. 1 

The mode in .which our experience mixes up to* 
gether our own body and other bodies, and our impeiv 
feet success in disentangling the two, have been already 
described (pp. 139, 140). When at last our conception 
of them and of their Common properties has cleared 
itself, it yields certain empirical rules which Spinoza, 
assuming the trustworthiness of perception, uses as 
axioms and postulates, or embodies in lemmata. 
Beginning with “simple bodies,” he differences them 
only by rest and motion, more or less swift, in this or 
that direction : where this is the same, their nature is 
the same : where it is* different in two or more bodies, 
the nature of each has its share in the effect wf their 
interaction* If a moving body impinges on an 
immovable so as to be deflected, the angle of incidence 
will be equal to the angle of reflection.* The self* 
evidence claimed for these principles, — Spinoza would 
admit, — is that of familiar experience and not a priori 
in the conceptions themselves. It is a curious question 
whether he would say the same of the following law : 
“A body in motion or at rest must have been deter* 
mined to motion or rest by another, and that again by 

* E&. IL jdii. Schol to xrL * Kth. IL zttL Ax. L •lMLAx.2. 
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another, etc., in infinitum,." 1 This looks at fiift so 
like the law of " Inertia" that Newton might seem.to 
have been anticipated. Bat the difference is highly 
significant. Spinoza says that a body cannot be in 
motion or rest, Newton that it cannot change its motion 
or its test, without the determining action of another. 
The latter position is a legitimate generalization from 
experience, the former goes out beyond the witness of 
experience The latter demands a Cause where it is 
wanted, viz. for phenomena : the former, where it is 
not wanted, viz. for being. And, as if to rdhder the 
contrast more conspicuous, Spinoza actually deduces 
Newton’s true law as a Corollary from his own ground- 
less one. 2 

From simple bodies compounds are formed, either 
by pressure of adjacent surfaces together, resulting in 
a solid ; or, by combining them, if moving, into reciprocal 
communication of motion in definite proportions, with 
a fluid as the result In both cases, the product is an 

1 Eth. II. xiiL Lemma 3. 

1 The doctrine that Motion cannot be in Matter (Extension) as 
such, i.a. as absolute attribute of Substance, but mual belong to each 
. Unite body as a specialty derived from its finite pred editor in motion, 
is inconsistent with what we find in the De Deo, etc., I. il ftuppl. 
p. 8 5, There, he says, that if body were self- subsisting extension 
with only length, breadth, and depth, it could not hare motion : but 
as Nature, not limited to these dimensions, has all attributes, motion 
cannot be wanting. This can only mean that w Extension, ** taken a| 
the designation of Matter, must be understood as including Motion as 
well as Space-quantity. If so, it belongs to the infinite Attribute, and 
not to the finite Mode,— to the <f eternal," and not to the supcesskmal 
causality. 
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individual, which, in its turn, may serve as an element 
in an ulterior whole, similarly formed ; and so on, till 
the totality of nature is reached ; each system being 
stable in its identity (as already explained) so long as 
the ratios are undisturbed of its internal communica- 
tions of molecular motion . 1 

In his report of this process, Spinoza is far from 
precise* The simple bodies, previously* differenced only 
by “ motion and list,” surprise us by now appearing of 
different “sizes,” and of different ^natures.”* The 
motion of these elements is assumed as the means of 
providing pressure and internal mobility for compounds, 
solid and fluid. But, as thbse elements are “finite 
bodies,” their own motion requires, in each case, pro- 
pagation from a prior finite body, in infinite regress : 4 
so that every datum buries us beneath an avalanche of 
fresh qwesita. And Spinoza must surely have forgotten 
these simple bodies when he laid down the Axiom that 
“ there is in nature no particular thing than which there 
is not a more powerful by which it may be destroyed.”* 
An ultimate element that is destructible is hard to con- 
ceive ; especially when it is a mere nidus for motion 
that is always transmitted and never destroyed. 

Among bodies thus constituted none is more com- 
plicated than the human organism ; — made up of very 

> Eth. II. xiiL Def. Ax 3, Lemtn. 4-7. 

* Alio, iu frequently, SchoL to Lemma 7. IndlrMunm quod non 
>6 ex corporibua qtue 10 I 0 mots et quiete dbUngntmtar, U quod ex 
corporitaa rimpliciuunii componitur. 

» Det SO, and Ax 1, pi 3*. 

4 Etfc. IL xiiL Lonuna 3, L xxtHL 
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many compound individuals, fluid, soft, and hard f sus- 
tained^ the assimilation of ixfreign materials; variously 
-disposing of entmnal,^od|es and affe6t4d by. them again. 
To this < Constitution the mental system accurately 
responds :*like the internal organism, thejdea corporis 
is very complex’*: and like its foreign relations, the 
perceptions of’ the mind are various. 1 Thus, it^will be 
observed, Spinoza, as If unable to preserve the equipoise 
of the pafhlle! attributes, concludes; the psychological 
phenomena from the bodily, as prior : i.e. tlie ’reasoning 
is not only empirical instead of “ geometrical,” but 
starts from the data of physical experience. 

In physics we dq not so imperatively require a 
principle of individuality as in anthropology. But some 
account we do need of what it is that insulates a 
definite object in the field of extension. Spinoza, tell- 
ing us that an individual is a manifold turned into a 
unity, does not help us to conceive the metamorphosis 
and its persistence. He has dot matured his loose 
conceptions of “motion and rest” into an intelligible 
dynamical and statical doctrine; so that the concrete 
units at the phenomenal end remain as much an enigma 
in his philosophy as the ontological unit at thft outset. 

VI. Natuba Naturans and Natubata. 

Among the equivalent terms by which Spinoza de- 
signates the first principle of things, (Strata inland Goa 
emphasize its absolute unity of Ground, wlu^Yafttn 

* Eth. IL xiii. Postulates l-d, xiv. xr. 
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and Gausa mi connote what issues thence : the former 
make us thfhk of to &, the latter of rb wav .* The 
paradox contained in the last is intended to make it 
serve both purposes, to distinguish and yet td identify 
the efficient , and the effect The “ Causa, ” makes us 
expect something else to come: the "sui” says, No, 
it is nothing else, but a reappearance of the same.” 
The phrpse thus prepares the way for a similar resolu- 
tion ofjthe remaining term Nature into duplicate form 
by appended epithets, markingrespectively the causative 
essence and the modal expression of one and the same 
infinite existence. Natura naturans denotes “ that 
which exists in itself and is cdhceived of itself, or, such 
attributes of Substance as express an infinite and eternal 
essence; i.e. God, considered as libera causa " [purely 
out of intrinsic nature]. “ Natura naturata denotes all 
that follows from the necessity of the Divine nature or 
of any one of the attributes of God ; i.e. all modes of 
God’s attributes, considered as things which exist in 
God, and without God can neither exist nor be con- 
ceived.” 1 

The line, it will be observed, is drawn, not between 
substance 'and its attributes, but between the attributes 
and their consequences. And among these conse- 
quences are distinguished two classes or stages: (1) 
General, i.e. the “ eternal modes ” immediately following 
from the attributes, as Motion and Best from Extension, 
and Inteljectus from Thinking ; — each, “a Son, product 
or creat$f& of God,” and “a work so great os to be 
1 Eth. L uit SchoL 
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worthy of the Master of the work:” and (2) Particu- 
lar; #. the individual objects or things which, in the 

* • 

order of nature, arise as phenomenal centres set up by 
the general modes. 1 Not only Intellects, but all human 
attributes, as Will, Attention, etc., belong exclusively to 
natura naturata, and cannot be predicated of God as 
natura naturans ? 

This antithesis is much older than Spinor’s time, 
and is resorted to by him merely to adjust the relation 
of his philosophy to that of an earlier age. He himself 
remarks that the school of Aquinas applied the term 
Natura naturans to God, only, not as being substance, 
but as outside of it ; i.e. a§ transcendent and not simply 
immanent cause of alL Giordano Bruno also uses the 
phrase as synonymous with “God,” telling us that 
Adam’s excuse “ The woman whom thou gavest to be 
with me beguiled me” was addressed to the natura 
naturans .* It was more usual, at the dawn of the 
modern philosophy, to give both the contrasted terms a 
passive form, and one, a negative : thus we find in Eck- 
hart " ungenaturte Nature” and “genaturte Nature.” 4 
The growth of the Pantheistic tendency is probably 
responsible for the substitution of an active form. 

1 Do Deo, etc., I. viii ix., Suppl. 81, 88. The phrase *‘8on of 
004,” in this eerly work, might be regarded ss s remnant of Theism, 
wen it not repeated, respecting intellect**, in a letter to Olden bug, 
near the end of 1676, Ep. 77. 

1 Epp. 9, 64. 

* De In Cause, etc.. Dial. 4, Lesson, p. 97. Bruno mixes up Eve’s 
excuse with Adam’s. 

4 Kucken, Geachichte der philoa. Terminologies pp. 199; 178. 



CHAPTER III. 


ETHICAL DOCTRINE. 

I. Necessity and Freedom. 

Having deduced, from the cognizable attributes of 
Substance, their human modification and especially “the 
origin of the mind,” Spinoza narrows his stage, and 
concentrates his study upon the processes of feeling 
and action in man. To analyze the facts, to define the 
possibilities, and exhibit the ideal, of human character, 
is his object in the last three books of his Ethics. 
His pursuit of it is controlled, as he gives notice at the 
outset, by the previous assumption of an absolute neces- 
sity determining all human, as well as other, phbno- 
mena : so that he must treat them, whatever they be, 
as he would the properties of lines and figures, not 
with approval or reproach, but with rational recogni- 
tion of their reality. To prepare us for this naturalistic 
treatment of facts usually regarded with some moral 
sentiment> he had closed his second book with two 
propositions, 1 in which he divests the mind of freewill, 
resolves will into intellectual acts of affirmation and 

1 EUl. II. xlviil xlix. with CorolUric* tad Scbolk Sn alio 
•how, pp. 169-lflL 
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denial, and reduces each of these to the occurrence of 
some ^particular idea; so as to leave the whole inner 
history at the mercy of circumstance and suggestion. 
The fundamental importance of his determinist posi- 
tion requires that his own statement and proof of it 
should he given : 

“ In the mind there is no absolute or free will ; bnt the mind 
is determined to will this or that by a cause, which has also 
been determined by another, and this again by another, and so 
on to infinity. 

“Proof. The mind is a given and determinate mode of thinking, 
and so cannot be a free cause of its own acts ; i.e. cannot have 
absolute power of willing and not willing, but must be determined 
to will this or that by a cause which has also been determined by 
another, and this again by another, etc., in infinitum, Q.E.D .” 1 

So far as this “ proof ” is more than a mere recital 
of the thesis over again, it relies on previous proposi- 
tions, settling respectively, what the mind is, 8 what 
free causality is, 3 and what other causality is. 4 “ That 
which first constitutes the mind is the idea of the body, 
as an actually existing thing.” Of this “ idea,” in which- 
ever of its two senses it be taken, no one ever affirmed 
freewill: the disproof, if valid, is superfluous. “Free" 
causality is causality exclusively ex se, belonging there- 
fore to God, or the universal Natura naturans alone, 
beyond which there is no foreign sphere. Since, for 
the exercise of such free causality, one would have to 
be infinite and sole, “the mind” can certainly have no 
pretension to it Other causality is that through which 
the essence of a finite object is controlled or its exist- 

* Eth. II. xWiii. * Eth. II. xL xiii. * Eth. I. xtU. 4 Eth. I. ixviii. 
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ence *Umited ab extra by surrounding and anterior 
finites, in perpetual regress of nature. That this Causal- 
ity has its play upon the mind of man, and that his 
volitions are not therefore the pure product of his 
essence^ is too obvious for proof. Once having defined 
freedom as exemption from external influence, Spinoza 
does but harp upon a truism in denying it of any 
originated being. In this capacity man is doubly dis- 
qualified for the exercise of such “freedom:” he is 
subject to both the causalities ; as “ finite,” to the dy- 
namic play of sequence in the external world ; as in- 
telligent “ mode,” to the logical nature of the Thinking 
Attribute whence his essence is deduced : so that even 
if nothing interfered with his essence when he had got 
it, its freedom is negatived by its being derived. 

If we follow up this “ freedom,” when expelled from 
lower spheres, to its sole seat in absolute Substance or 
God, we shall no more dispute Spinoza’s affirmation 
of it than his denial of it elsewhere ; but shall still 
say, that it is not the thing wo mean. Does unhin- 
dered spontaneity constitute freedom ? Then “ Exten- 
sion” is “free” in setting up its “eternal modes” of 
Motion and Equilibrium ; and the circle, in yielding 
its deducible properties. In these cases, it is the 
essence alone that determines the consequents : they 
fulfil the specified condition ; but are not called " free," 
from their failure in another, viz. that the essence 
itself shall contain a command of alternative possi- 
bilities. If it does not contain this, and cannot help 
or vary the derivatives and relations it puts forth, its 
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title to the epithet is imperfect : the plea of external 
immuhity is answered by that of internal necessity. 
Spinoza himself, in defending his interpretation of 
“freedom/' admits, totidem verbis, that he makes it 
identical with “necessity.” “God who is absolutely 
free, has at the same time necessary existence, under- 
standing, and operation, i.e. exists, understands, and 
operates from the necessity of his own nature. For 
undoubtedly God operates with the same necessity by 
which he exists: as therefore he exists from the necessity 
of his own nature, from the necessity of his own nature 
he also acts ; i.e. he acts with absolute freedom.” 1 

The freedom, then, wfeich Spinoza reserves for God 
and disproves of man is simply uncontrolled- action 
out of the essence itself. It neither carries nor admits 
any alternative : so that in getting rid of it, you exclude 
no such thing. Yet, in proving the proposition quoted 
above, he declares the phrase (applied to the mind) 
“free cause of its own acts” equivalent to "absolute 
power of willing and not willing,” and supposes that 
the human dependence which negatives the first extin- 
guishes the second. This only shows how impossible 
it is to deal with the conception of freedom yet dis- 
pense with the idea of an alternative. If the essence 
already contains a " power of willing and uot-willing,” 
this power is not expelled by associating with the 
essence an external causality as partner in the result. 

The subjection of the mind to necessity, unaccom- 
plished by combining in it two causalities, is more 

1 Tractates Political cap. II. f rii. ; V. Vi rad Land, L 887. 
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promisingly attempted by frittering away from it all 
causality. If, in the phrase “free will,” yd*i can 
negative, instead of the .epithet “free,” its subject 
“ will,” the business will bo more effectually done : and 
to this task Spinoza addresses himself in the succeed- 
ing Scholium and Proposition . 1 First he disabuses 
us of our false belief in “faculties" of the mind, as so 
many Suvd/ieit or springs of its activity. “Will” is 
only a general name for particular volitions, a fictitious 
universal which means nothing beyond the phenomena, 
taken one by one; to which it is no more causally 
related than “ stoniness ” to any given stone. If wo 
have ever supposed the generalization to cover a power 
not exemplified in the particular facts, wo nmy thank 
Spinoza for ridding us of an illusion. But, on the 
other hand, if he supposed that by resolving the 
general term into its contents ho discharged all dyna- 
mic element from volition, or in any way changed it, 
except by taking it piecemeal instead of totally, he 
over-estimated his exposition on the opposite side. 

He is content, however, to deal gently with 
voluntas and let down its claims to energy by degrees. 
Notwithstanding his objection to “ faculties,” lie wi 
allow it to be one, provided it be of the right sort, 
satisfied to forego separate pretensions and merge itself 
in the power of judgment about truth and falsehood. 
“ Here it must be observed that by Voluntas I under- 
stand the power (faeultcw) of affirming and denying, 
and not the desire of understanding the power, I 
* Eth. II. xlriii. SchoL and *11*. 
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meah, by which the mind affirms or denies what is true 
or false, and not the desire or aversion which the njind 
directs towards an object.”. 1 By this definition he at 
once transfers Will to the intellectual phenomena, sub- 
jects it to the laws of assent, and leaves it an activity 
only of the conceptual kind. 

One step more reduces this activity of the subject 
to its lowest terras. In the mind are only particular 
judgments. Of these, each one affirms of its object 
that which is involved in the idea of that object and 
without which its essence could neither be nor be con- 
ceived. To jnake the affirmation, therefore, is no more 
than to have the idea. 2 By this reduction to equipol- 
lency of Voluntas, Judgment and Idea, the Will falls 
under the laws which determine the rise and succession 
of ideas in the consciousness. “Will and Understand- 
ing are the same,” 3 and destitute of any power except 
to pass on to the next idea. 


1 Eth. II. xlviii. Schol. * Eth. II. xlix. 

* In his earlier writings Spinoza had, after Descartes, distinguished 
Intellect from Will ; not in kind (for both were Judgment ) ; but in 
range ; Intellect affirming only in virtue of clear and distinct ideas ; 
Will pronouncing also in case of confused and inadequate ideas. We 
cannot refrain from judging of more matters than we can certainly 
know. Hence Intellect was called “ finite ; ” Will, " infinite.” On 
this wider scope (latiue patet ) of Will, the theory of error depended, 
and, in the case of Descartes, the doctrine of freewill. Adopting 
determinism, Spinoa became disaffected towards it ; and, to abolish 
the distinction, proposes, in this Scholium, to stretch the meaning of 

Intellect so as to cover, aU Judgments. Then it becomes identical 
with Will See Cogit. Met II. xiL ; Ep. SI. Also, Descartes, Medit 
4, and Princ. Phil. 1.85, 87. In spite of ‘ ‘ Meyer's Preface,” I believe 
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In Spinoza’s determinism two opposite lines of 
tbpugfat tneet and become welded together with the 
utmost tenacity. It pre-. exists in his synthetic pre- 
conception of Substance : it results from his analytic 
pulverizing of Man into loose molecules of extension 
and points of consciousness. The former refuses suf- 
ficient differentiation, the latter sufficient unity, for the 
appearance of a responsible moral being upon the 
stage. No distinction, therefore, remains between 
natural history and moral history : and the human 
subject has to be studied simply as a living thing. 
Spinoza, commending the advantages of this method, 
uiges the peace of' mind arising from unconditional 
dependence upon God and conformity with him, with- 
out mercenary reckoning of rewards ; the equanimity 
with which the allotments of fortune are received, 
when seen to come to us by the same decree that 
fetches the properties of a triangle out of its essence ; 
with JoSl (Genesis d. Lehre Spin., 51-2) that when Spinoza wrote the 
Cog. Met. he cannot yet have relinquished the libertarian doctrino in 
favour of that which ho treats so contemptuously in Hereboord. 

VolunUu shifts its meaning still moro than InielUel. Hero in Eth. 
II. zlix. Cor. these two are the same : in I. xxxi. xxxiL they are pro- 
nounced different. Here, we are cautioned tv/aiiut associating Voluntas 
with Desire (enpiditas ) : there, it stands in the samo category with 
Deeire and Love. And in the De Deo, etc. (II. ii. ad fin.), Love and 
Desire figure as mode* of Voluntas : while in II. xvii. the order is 
inverted, and Voluntas appears as a mode of Desire, viz. Desire towards 
the Good, in contrast with Volupta* = Desire towards the wrong thing. 
In Del 6 (of Love) Eth. III. Append, e new turn is given to Voluntas, 
and it becomes the Acfuieteenlia or “ Complacency which a lover CmIs 
from the presence of the object beloved." Other varietise an found 
ia IIL ix. and xxvii. Cor. 3. SchoL 
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the furtherance of social life by removal of all ground 
for hate and anger, contempt and jealousy, and the 
substitution of mutual succour and contentment ; and 
the improvement of the State by an obedience, on the 
part of its members, not servile but of consent 1 He 
naturally draws his persuasion from the passive side of 
human life and the virtues born out of the sense of 
dependence. But even in this aspect he sometimes 
sees another picture, as when he says, “Hence it is 
plain that we are disturbed in many ways by outward 
causes, and, like waves of the sea driven by opposite 
winds, heave and sink, knowing nothing of the issue 
and of our fate.” 2 

II. Determining Factors of Experience. 

In conformity with the rule of Spinoza’s psychology 
which assigns priority to the cognitive elements of 
mental experience, the link of transition to character 
is found in the distinction between adequate and 
inadequate ideas. The former constitute us agents; 
the latter, patients : 8 the cause being, in the one case, 
the mind’s own essence; in the other, the external 
things which limit its expression. 4 To understand is 
to affirm, ie. to act : to be acted on is pati, i.e. feeling 
(affectus).* We should thus have four modes of ex- 
pressing one and the same antithesis : (1) Clear and 

1 Eth. II. last paragraph. 1 Eth. III. lix. Schol 

* Eth. III. i. Hi. « Eth. III. Def. 2, $. 

* Eth. IV. xxiv. Nos catenas tantummodo agimus, quatonua intelli- 
gimos. But cf. Da Deo, etc., II. xrl, SuppL 188. Meminiase oportet 
ti intelligere pur&m esse passions m. 
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adequate ideas, — confused and inadequate ; (2) Under- 
standing — Imagination ; (3) Activity — Passivity ; (4) 
Essence as Cause — Externals as Cause; and these 
pairs are accordingly often treated as interchangeable. 
Yet the equivalence is broken by a variable interpre- 
tation of the mind’s “ Essence ; ” which, though identi- 
fied at one time with pure Understanding, is taken at 
others to be of a mixed nature and comprise Imagina- 
tion as well. 1 

It is at this point that we most palpably feel the 
want of some account of Causation. Understanding 
is made equivalent to Action, and Essence to Cause. 
But understanding is knowing ; essence is type of 
being; while action and causation arc doing; and no 
help is given us for passing into this very different 
conception. One essence may rationally determino 
another, but not fetch it up into existence : one clear 
idea involve another which yet remains only an idea : 
and if this be called "causation," it still is not what 
we mean and want under the name "activity.” The 
chasm is not bridged by .Spinoza’s definition of 
“ Adequate Cause ” as “ that whereby the effect can be 
clearly and distinctly apprehended,” while “ Inadequate 
or partial is that which alone docs not suffice for 
understanding the effect and of “ Action and Passion,” 
— *‘We act, when something within ns or without 
takes place of which we are the adequate cause; ».«. 
when from our nature something, in us or out of us, 
follows which can be understood by that nature alone : 

* Eth. IIL ill lx., IV. iii. 
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while we passively undergo something, when some- 
thing t&kes place in us, or follows from our nature, ,of 
which we are not the cause, unless partially .” 1 Ac- 
cording to this, we cannot tell whether we are the 
adequate cause, except by clear and distinct apprehen- 
sion of the effect : Understanding is the test of Causa- 
tion, the evidence of action : but in playing this part, 
it is far from becoming identical with action. We are 
still detained upon the track of Thinking, and can 
only look with vain wistfulness at the Doing throng on 
the opposite bank: and when Spinoza, leading us by 
the hand professedly along the continuous edge, snatches 
us across with sudden spring, we can neither go nor let 
go, and the advance ends witli a disastrous plunge. 

The formula on which he relies for accomplishing 
this feat is his law of “ Conatus,” thus expressed : 
“ Each thing endeavours, as far as it can, to persist in its 
own existence.”® And this “ endeavour” is nothing over 
and above the thing itself, but simply its actual essence, 
whence certain results necessarily follow, and no others 
can follow : the issuing of these results is the self-asser- 
tion and self-maintenance of the thing ; and their neces- 
sity is its conatus.® The human mind, — understanding 
and imagination too, — consciously shares in this univer- 
sal endeavour ; which, as limited to it, is Voluntas ; as 
belonging to it and the body together, is Appetiius, 
constituting the essence of the total man himself, and 
possibly operating unconsciously ; when consciously, it 
becomes Cupiditas. These states, thus rooted in the 

* Eth. III. Def. 1, 2. * Eth. III. tL * Eth. III. viL 
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very essence of our nature, do not wait to be formed 
by some prior judgment about what is good; but 
themselves supply our ideas of what is good, ie. what 
is relative to our needs . 1 

Hie great part which this conatus has to piny, ns 
the very nerve of Spinoza’s doctrine of action and 
passion, ought to have secured it some cogent proof. 
But hg supports it only by the negative consideration 
that the essence of a thing cannot militate against its 
existence, and that only external causes can destroy it. 
In this form, it is simply a reproduction of Descartes’ 
“ first law of nature,” viz. that “ each particular thing 
continues to exist in the satno state, ns far ns it can, 
and never changes it except by collision with others.’’* 
This rule of physical inertia Spinoza had first made 
to do further duty as the principle of li/e ; 9 and now 
recognizes again in all the propensions and emotions 
of the mind. By this extension he carries it far 
beyond its original ’definition as an absenco of spon- 
taneous change, and surreptitiously charges it with a* 
poteniia or causal energy which has no rightful place in 
it. An individual thing, as he himself has explained 
to us, is in truth a resultant system in which a 
number of conflicting movements attain an equilibrium 
and set up a relatively stable attitude towards what 
lies beyond. This equilibrium is simply the equation 
of all the attractions and repulsions (to use a con- 

* Eth. III. ix., and Sctaol. * Prioc. Phil. II. 37. 

* Cogit. llet. II. ri. sub fin. 8ee Trendelenburg’s Ilist. Baitr. tur 
PhiL, II. p 82 where the origin of the " conatus " doctrine was filet 
pointed out 
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venient abbreviation), and will continue till one or 
other ofcthem obtains increment or decrement, whether 
from interior molecular change or from external in* 
vasion. Against either of these disturbances the fact 
of present equilibrium has absolutely nothing to say, 
can make no protest, put forth no “conatus;” it is 
simply helpless, and will disappear as it appeared with- 
out any voice in its own existence. It is illegitimate, 
therefore, to convert the mere presence of a statical con- 
dition, i.e. of a thing, into a new SvvaftK, or self-sustain- 
ing tension, — a “ Vis qu& res in existendo perseverat. 1 ” 

The importation of this fresh cause tacitly confesses 
anew the incompetency of “geometrical necessity” as 
a key to the system of the world. We have already 
had a second order of necessity set up, — in the external 
nexus naturro, — to deal with finite successions which 
the first could not touch. And now, in its own proper 
field, viz. the essences of things, we are introduced to 
a Vis put forth by them which Pythagoras and Euclid 
never suspected. If the link which connects the 
definition of a figure with its deducibles be the repre- 
sentative type of all necessity in nature, and if every 
essence carries a conatus, the circle must be always 
trying to uphold its properties, and resisting their dis- 
solution with a preventive “potentia.” That this is 
absurd only shows how little adequate is the idea of 
mathematical necessity to the illustration of nature, 

physical or human. 

* 

1 Eth. IV. Hi, as also Cogit Met II. vi Vim per quam res in mo 
esse perseverant 
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If we ask whether this conatus in each thing 
belongs to it as a mode of thinking or as a mode of 
extension, the award must doubtless be to the former. 
As in the human mind it is self-conscious, so through- 
out nature must it be referred to that uleal side of 
each object which in man rises into self-consciousness . 1 
It is directed, however, upon something which exists 
in the gphere of extension, viz. the maintenance of 
the object’s place among finite realities, and so for as 
the conatus is successful, its “vis” or “potentia” 
passes over from the thinking attribute to the extended. 
No limit being placed to the law of self- conserva- 
tion, this violation of the ptinciple of parallelism is 
universal.* 

1 In the Do Deo, etc., Spinoza say s, “ The natural love, inherent 
in each thing, of preserving its own body can have no other origin than 
the idea or objective ( i.c . apprehended) essence which is in such body's 
thinking attribute." App. II. 2, Suppl. 243. By a curious turn, 
Spinoza identifies this conatus with Provident*. M Thc second attri- 
bute of God ia Providence, which for us is nothing but the striving 
which we find put forth in nature as a whole, and in each particular 
thing, to uphold and maintain its own existence." I)e Deo, etc., I. 
v., Suppl. 63. As Sigwart has pointed out, this conclusively assigns 
the conatus to the Thinking side of Nature. Spinoza's Nenentdeckter 
Tractat, p. 59. 

* The frequency with which we come across these breaches of 
parallelism raises a doubt how far Spinoza sincerely held a doctrine 
which he so ineffectually guards. Ilis attitude towards it is best seen 
by comparing Etb. IIL ii. with the appended Scholium. The pro- 
position says, M neither can the body determine the mind to think, nor 
the mind determine the body to motion or rest, or any other state, if 
such there be." The Scholium goes far to unsay the first clause of this 
thesis, while letting the second stand. Against the common belief 
that the mind's volition moves the limbs be insists that it Is not yet 
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III. Pbimary Feelings. 

The feelings are described in two ways, which at 
first appear to be contradictory. They are .passive 
states induced by outward causes. They are only 
various forms of the self-affirming conatus, which is our 
inward essence set in action. In a transaction, how- 
ever, between external things and ourselves, the state 
into which we are put must include both a recipient 
and a respondent element ; and if the whole be called 
a feeling, we suffer it as imposed ab extra, and give it 
character as determined ‘from within. Of the three 
Primaries recognized by Spinoza, Pain, Pleasure, and 
Desire, the last alone supplies the mind’s reaction ; the 
others go no further than the prior condition into 

made oat how much the body can do ; that the lower animals and 
somnambulists show what very skilful thiugs it can effect, so that 
there is no telling whether it may not be within its competency to 
produce buildings and pictures ; and that from the astonishing struc- 
ture of the human body an infinity of unexpected things may follow. 
In all this he overproves his refutation ; not only pulling down the 
pretensions of volition, but setting up at least a prospective right, on 
behalf of the body, to be credited with intellectual products. His 
tone is that of the sanguine physicist The distinction between the 
“decretum” of the mind and the “ determination of the body is 
reduced to a vanishing point, a mere subjective way of expressing 
the same thing; whereas the proposition affirms the distinction as 
absolute, in the sphere qf causality . Spinoza's speculative monism 
could never settle terms with tho Cartesian dualism : and the latter 
he probably admitted as a provisional hypothesis, required by the 
state of knowledge, till his early confidence in the supremacy of physi- 
cal nature should be justified. 
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which , it is thrown. Whenever a change is wrought 
on the body, and correspondingly on the mind,*which 
enhances the acting and thinking power respectively, 
it reports itself to consciousness in the shape of 
pleasure (lsetitia) ; while a change which lessens this 
power reports itself as pain (tristitia). The one is the 
feeling of passing to greater perfection; the other, of 
passing less . 1 * * Both are strictly vaOij, to which we 
contribute nothing ; but as signs of what is being done 
to us, they are a note of encouragement on the one 
hand, of warning on the other, to our instinct of self- 
conservation, and wake up its conatns into the self- 
conscious pleasure of Desire (Supiditas). This feeling, 
therefore, is not on the same line with the other two, 
but dependent on their presence, and is the first that 
can properly be called a form of the conatus? It is 
intense in proportion to the pleasure or pain occasion- 
ing it, which again is measured by the increment or 
decrement of functional power. And it has as many 
varieties of kind as there are external objects to affect 
us with this or that pleasure or pain . 8 As it is the 
“idea of the body that first constitutes the mind," the 
increase or diminution of active power in the body, 
with the concomitant increase or diminution of think- 
ing power from the parallel idea, forms the basis of 
Desire. But when the self-consciousness comes to 
contemplate the mind’s own changes of gain or loss, 


1 Eth. III. xL tad SchoL 

* Definition* of Affects* st the and of Eth. IIL 1, 3, 8. 

» Eth. IIL xxxriL Iri ltii. 
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apart from all corporeal reference, the attendant pleasure 
or pain gives rise to desires whose objects are simply 
mental. These desires wholly escape the passive 
character and the confused ideas that cling to all the 
rest, and emerge into pure activity . 1 

Though desire varies in intensity as the feeling 
whence it springs, pleasure as its source has an advan- 
tage over pain, by itself increasing the self-cpnserving 
power which pain diminishes ; so that the external 
causality is in the one case added on to the normal 
conatus, in the other subtracted from it, and it makes 
the difference between going into the same enterprise 
with a reinforcement and after a desertion . 2 It is 
further obvious that from the satisfaction of desire a 
fresh pleasure arises, which in its turn must occasion a 
new desire, viz. for a repetition of the same experience. 
In all cases, pain stands in a negative relation to the 
essence of man, and cannot be understood from it it 
is a blockade or invasion felt but not interpreted from 
within. But the consequent desire is due to the mind 
itself, being the resistance of its essential nature to 
assault upon its power. 

TV. Derivative Feelings. 

All feeling, as conscious increase or decrease of 
living power, presupposes the idea of the body, which 
in its turn involves that of other bodies, and is a com- 
pound of adequate and inadequate elements. Our 
» Eth. III. liii It. lriii. * Eth. IV. xriii. * Eth. IV. Ur. Dem. 
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passive states are due to our dependence on external 
things , and are varied with our inadequate icTtas of 
these, which, as we have seen, constitute Imagination. 
If, therefore, we would trace the genesis of the deriva- 
tive feelings, we must see what the Imagination does 
with the primaries, and survey them in the order of 
its laws. This will be more convenient than a closer 
adherence to Spinoza; who, in his propositions, dislo- 
cates his psychology to suit his apodeixis, and, in his 
appended list, makes the objects and not the origin of 
the feelings his fundamnlum divisionis. 


1. Conditional on Inadequate Ideas. 

A. Imagination as Conservative. 

The simplest form of the conatus is the attempt to 
maintain pleasant images and banish unpleasant, when 
brought to us by outward things ; the former height- 
ening, the latter depressing our bodily and mental 
power. 1 To this tendency ( = Bain's low of conserva- 
tion) Spinoza attributes (1) Low and Hole, which are 
merely (as Hobbes had said) the idea of a pleasure or 
pain blended with the idea of the object causing it. 2 
So long as the image is retained, the increment or 
decrement of power goes on, and the feeling grows 
with its continuance. Hence whoever loves tries to 
keep present, or imagine as present, the object of his 
love : whoever hates, to remove and destroy the object 
• Eth. III. xili. with Cor. md ScboL 


‘ Eth. Ill xiL 
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of his bate, or at least to rid bimself of the *idea.‘ 
The f aTying effects of external bodies on the human 
organism in different men, and in different conditions, 
render it quite possible for one person to love what 
another hates, and even for the same person to change 
his moocj towards the same object. 2 But, so far as 
objects are persistent in their relation to the human 
body and in their difference from each other, .each will 
be regarded by a feeling of definite type and have a 
passion to itself. Only the most marked of these have 
received names, and that often only in their excess. 
Thus we have (2) Luxury or gluttony: (3) Intem- 
perance : (4) Lust ; forms of inordinate love for 

different causes of sensible pleasure. 3 No object is 
more surely a source of pleasure and pain to you than 
yourself: and you try to imagine 1 such a self as will 
please you, or, in case of your having become hateful 
to yourself, you visit yourself with ill ; and this grati- 
fied or inverted feeling of your own merits is (5) Pride 
or self-exaggeration ; with its opposite, Self-depredation * 
But the sentiments of others towards you are also great 
elements in your happiness or misery. Hence your 
imagination dwells on what is or may be pleasant in 
them, and shrinks from what is unpleasant ; a habit 
which constitutes (6) Love of Praise and Dread of 
Blame. 6 From the natural delight in imagining all 
that is agreeable to an object of love, and that is dis- 
agreeable to an object of hate, arise respectively (7) 

1 Eth. III. six sx. * Eth. 111. 1L * Eth. III. 1*L and SchoL 
* Eth. III. xxvL SchoL * Eth. IIL xzx SchoL 
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Over&estimation and Disparagement of Others. 1 Finally, 
this law of imagination plays a curious part, whan you 
suppose yourself loved by one whom you hate. His 
love makes yon wish him welL Your hate makes you 
wish him ill. In this conflict you dislike the claim 
which his love makes upon you, and want to be rid of 
it ; and you try to maintain and justify your hate in 
spite of jt. If you succeed and, indulging your fancy, 
do him harm, the passion to which you yield is called 
(8) Cruelty? 


B. Imagination as Sympathetic. 

The next law of imagination is this : — whenever we 
imagine an object which is like us but inditferent to 
us, to be under the influence of some feeling, wo our- 
selves become affected by the same. 8 Spinoza’s proof, 
resting on his parallelism, may be construed thus : to 
imagine an object you must have a part of your brain 
in a certain form : to imagine it like, you, that form 
must be the same as when you imagine yourself : to 
imagine a feeling, you must have the cerebral configu- 
ration inseparable from it ; induced, if the feeling be 
attributed to your like, on the previous form, viz. that 
corresponding to the idea of yourself. From this con- 
junction, however, of molecular conditions, involving the 
idea of a feeling superimposed on the idea of yourself, 
the actual feeling is inseparable, just as the image of 
an object, if uncontradicted, is its presence no less than 
the actual perception of it In simple psychological 
* Eth. I1L xxvi. Schol. * Eth. III. xli. Cor. SclioL * Kth. IIL suviL 
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terms, another man’s feeling is the feeling of a s&ond 
self, and cannot be imagined (i.e. from the inside and 
not merely by its look), without being more or less 
reproduced : since the act transposes us into the posi- 
tion and mood of another, and is tantamount to the 
conception of ourselves under identical conditions. 
This Imitatio affectuvm, or conveyance of feeling be- 
tween similars, afterwards worked out, under the name 
of "Sympathy,” into an elaborate theory by Adam 
Smith, plays an important part in Spinoza’s anthro- 
pology. Chiefly by means of it, he explains the origin 
of (1) Commiseration, or fellow-feeling with suffering. 
Simply as cause of paih to us in seeing him, the 
sufferer might excite our hate: but then we should 
take pleasure in his sufferings : contrary to the hypo- 
thesis. Instead of this, our pain incites us to remove 
his , — its cause. 1 (2) Ambition is, in part, a direct 
“Imitatio affectuum,” i.e. a pleasure in doing what 
pleases men, or a copying of their tastes; 2 and, in 
part, an inversion of the same, i.e. an eagerness that 
men should love and hate as we do : in any case con- 
cordance, though aimed at in opposite ways. (3) 
Sympathy and its opposite Envy, i.e. pleasure and pain 
at the sight of others’ happiness, result from the imita- 
tio ; — the former, directly ; the latter, from an admixture 
of fellow-feeling with good fortune and chagrin at our 
own inferior lot. This mortification we escape if the 
fortunate person is above comparison with ourselves, 

1 Eth. III. xxL xxiL SchoL ; xxril Cm. 2, S. 

* Eth. III. xxix. SchoL ; xxxi. SchoL 
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so that what he is or has is out of the range of our 
capacity. We then envy him no more than wo envy 
trees their height 1 (4) Benevolence, or delight in others’ 
happiness, implies, besides, the desire to promote it, 
but otherwise is the same as sympathy.® (5) Self- 
pram and Humility are not indeed wholly the rellec- 
tiftn of others’ appreciation of us : for in mere self- 
contemplation there may be a consciousness of strength 
or weakness. But they are greatly intensified by 
imagining the corresponding applause and censure of 
men : and so far they exemplify the imitatio. Spinoza 
characteristically adds that the pleasure of self-pmise 
tempts men to recite their exploits and merits, till they 
bore one another ; and that from the pain of humility 
men are naturally envious, taking pleasure in the weak- 
ness of their equals, and being annoyed by their virtues: 
inasmuch as, excellence being relative, a man’s self- 
regard is most gratified when the inferiority of others 
is conspicuous, and Ins own merits stand out in the 
light. This method of disparagement is favoured by the 
large use of competition in education.* (6) Hence the 
transition is natural to IJmulation, which, as the desire 
of something which we see to be desired by others, still 
exemplifies the imitatio affeduum .* (7) And so too 
does Repentance: for it is the pain we feel in having 
been the cause of pain to others, — a sympathy not only 
with their distress but with their reproach.* 

1 Eth. III. Def. of Affccttu, 28, 24, and Ir. Cor. and SchoL 
* Eth. III. Def. of Aff. 88, and xxvii Schol 2. » Eth. 1IL Ir. and Schol 
* Eth. III. xxril Schol 1. * Eth. IIL xxx. SchoL, 1L SchoL 
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C. Imagination, as subject to Association of Ideas. 

Spinoza nowhere expounds systematically the doc- 
trine, afterwards so carefully elaborated, of “Association 
of Ideas:” but in numerous detached instances he 
applied it with happy ingenuity; influenced perhaps 
by the example, but surpassing the subtlety, o£ Hobbes. 
He especially illustrated the mode in which, through 
the principle of association, the range of emotions was 
increased, so as to embrace a host of objects originally 
indifferent to us; and well understood how, by “the 
law of transference,” the neutral causes of pleasure 
and pain come to eclipse in interest the effects whence 
they borrow their significance. Nothing can so often 
and so closely accompany a pleasure as its own cause : 
and if it happen to be the possible cause of any one 
of many pleasures, to its idea will cling the idea, not 
of this or that alone, but of all ; so that it not only 
draws upon itself the charm of what it brings, but 
indefinitely multiplies to the imagination the measure 
of its worth. (1) Thus is explained the fascination of 
money, — representative of countless pleasant possi- 
bilities ; — and its result, the passion of Avarice. 1 (2) 
Again, resemblance, as well as causation, serves as a 
link of suggestion : and if some feature in a thing in- 
different reminds us of what we love or hate, we 
shall look upon the thing with Liking or Dislike.* 
(3) As love consecrates every indifferent particular 
> Btik III. xlT. XT. lri. Bohol * £th. IIL XTi Det AA 8, #• 
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con&cted with the object of affection, we cannot with- 
outpain miss any one of these from the image*of the 
object That pain is Regret. 1 (4) A more complicated 
cluster of associations gives rise to Jealousy. When 
an .interloper snatches from us the attachment of a 
friend supposed to be specially our own, pain at the 
lost love and hate towards the cause of it are aggra- 
vated by the imagined happiness of our supplanter ; 
as the source of which the late object of affection 
becomes an object of aversion, not without such 
returns of the old feeling as to distract us with dis- 
tressing fluctuation. It is this conversion of love into 
hate that differences Jealousy from Rivalry * (5) To- 
wards a benefactor of one whom you love you look 
with Favour; towards an injurer, with Indignation; 
the agent being the cause of your own sympathetic 
pleasure or pain.® (6) Among a crowd of level 
phenomena or common objects attention passes from 
one to another without arrest : but on anything ex- 
ceptional in their midst, it rests with some intensity. 
This fact, — called wonder, — Spinoza refuses to recognize 
as an “ affedut ,” because it is merely the case of an 
insulated image. But, when coming into association 
with love, hate, desire, etc., it gives rise to special 
forms of feeling. Hence proceed Devotedness and 
Contempt: the former resting on admiration of fine 

> Eth. III. xxxri. ' Eth. IIL xxxv. endSehoL 

* Eth. III. xxl xx& SchoL Splnou, however, oddly eawmtsfcr 
Mr p le o enr e in e friend's happiness hy ite intensifying the idea «f 
hie existence, especially as Ms pleasure gins him more existence. 
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qualities in an object of lore ; the latter, on thd" dis- 
covery* of 'worthlessness in an object which has been 
taken into admiration on trust and testimony ; so that 
We dwell on what it has not rather than on what it 
has. From the same stock, with variations which 
have won different names, come (7) Veneration and 
Horror, directed respectively on qualities pre-eminently 
high and pre-eminently revolting. 1 


D. Imagination, modified by Time-associations. 

Imagination (see above, pp. 142-3), in its function, 
takes no notice of Time distinctions. Its objects are 
always quasi-present : i.e. its images carry in them no 
condition which can exclude the actual existence of the 
things; and so they affect us in the same way, whatever 
be the dates of the things. When marks of time are 
superinduced upon these images, the equality of their 
influence is disturbed; a shadow dims the past and 
the future, which, compared with the intensity of thepre- 
sent, gives rise to special forms of feeling. It is chiefly 
by introducing or resolving doubt in various degrees that 
these are distinguished. To this group belong (1) 
Hope and Fear; the former, a variable on wavering 
pleasure, the latter, a similar pain of expectancy, 
directed on uncertain good or ill. (2) Take away the 
uncertainty, and these are converted respectively into 
Corfidence and Despair; the good and ill emerging 
iuto the strongest light, though still not at hand. 

1 Etfa. IIL lii and SohoL Defc AC 10. 



OJUJjiii. FEELINGS TOWARDS THE UNCERTAIN. J51 

(3) Should the event, uncertain to the last, have sud- 
denly declared itself, it brings Joy, if answering to 
hop#. Disappointment,- if realizing fear. 1 These are all 
eases of passive feeling, given to contingencies which 
we cannot influence. In the prospect of disaster 
admitting of some modifying action of our own, another 
order of emotions appears, measured chiefly from the 
average .level of fear among men, and named from 
some marked distance below or above this level. (4) 
Do we refrain from what we wish, through dread of a 
danger which our equals are not afraid to meet ? It 
is Pusillanimity. Do we follow a desire into action, 
at the cost of a danger whicK our equals are afraid to 
meet ? It is Daring. (5) There is a form of double 
fear, which brings yet a new experience ; when we are 
disposed to escape, through some less evil, a greater 
which else impends. Should the price dismay us, 
when the moment for its exaction is at hand, so that 
we know not which of the two ills is worse, but only 
that both are great, our fluctuating misery is Con- 
sternation.* 

E. Imagination, under Illusory Beliefs. 

Time-t^sociations, besides producing particular affec- 
tions, such as hope and fear, modify the intensity of 
several that are due to other sources. This would not 

1 Bth. III. xviii and ScboL 1, 2, Det Aff. 12-17. 1 trail myaalf 
sf Mr. Pollock’s wall-chosen translation of ConteUnUm mom*. 

* 1th. III. Det. Aff. 40-4 1. 

* Ktk HI. mix. Schol. Bat cf. ML ScboL, whan Consternation 
■A tte n tion tinted by an objact of Faar. 
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be the case, had we a perfect knowledge of causility, 
so as t& read the links of necessity not less distinctly 
in the past and the future than* in the present As, 
however, they become hazy at a little distance from us, 
the images of things so placed are more compatible 
with the non-existence of their objects than the images 
of what we immediately perceive, and are on that 
account less impressive ; and the farther off. ye place 
what we imagine, the more room do we leave for un- 
known possibilities that might exclude it. Time- 
difference here affects us, not on its own account, but 
merely as the index of a supposed contingency : and it 
is a rule that towards what (in -our conception) may 
either be or not be our feeling is weaker than towards 
a contemporaneous necessity. Both, as now absent, 
are on a footing : we know that something keeps them 
out of present existence : but, turning to their date in 
the future, we are sure that the necessary will be there : 
we are only not sure that the contingent will not be 
there . 1 

It is chiefly on the affections towards human 
actions that the illusion of contingency exercises its 
modifying influence : for there it assumes the form 
of a belief in freewill ; and love and hatyyd in any 
given case must each be greater towards a being sup- 
posed to be free than towards a necessary instrument 
In the one case he appears isolated as per se the cause 
of what takes place and concentrates on himself the 
total fading awakened : in the other, he is regarded as 


* Eth. IV. ix-oriU. 
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only a member of a system of causation, no part of 
which can be separately charged with the result. 1 To 
tbit belief in human ‘freedom must be referred, at least 
in their higher degrees, the following feelings: (1) 
Anger, in the sense of desire to hurt an object of 
hatred, or put him out of the way :* (2) Remorse and 
Self-approval, is. sorrow' and satisfaction for something 
personally done, with the consciousness of one’s self as 
its cause ; — “ feelings of the utmost vehemence, from 
the belief which men have that they are free:"* (3) 
Revenge, or anger (as above defined), roused by injury 
done to us, and heightened by reciprocity of hatred.* 
The feelings thus passed under review admit of 
combination in countless ways which furnish new 
varieties. Similars thrown together strengthen their 
common tendency. Opposites occasion conflict in their 
coincidence, and fluctuation in their succession. So 
far as we are left by our imagination to the play of 
these assailing feelings, we are in thraldom. For 
means of escape, if such there be, we must quit the 
seat of inadequate ideas, and approach the central 
essence of our nature. 

2. F eelin gs Conditional on Rational Ideas. 

Giving imagination its discharge, we may now try 
to tube the measure of our nature, if its remaining 

* Eth. IIL xlix. and SchoL 

* Eth. IIL rests, si. Cor. 2, SchoL, Dot AC 

* Eth. IIL xxx. SchoL, 1L SchoL, Dot AC 25, 27. 

* Eth. IIL xL Cor. 2, SchoL, slL SchoL, Dot AC »7. 
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essence were left alone; *.e. if there were none* but 
adequate ideas. We may consider the characteristic 
effect first of the rational, then of the intuitive ideas, 
though Spinoza does not enable us to keep them 
rigorously separate. 

To be rid of inadequate ideas is to stand free of 
external causes which limit the expression of the 
mind’s own essence; and to leave the Understanding, 
unhindered by the inroad of passive states, to its pure 
self-activity . 1 This is only to say that its eonatus has 
free play and gains its end: and as the eonatus is 
itself desire, and its fulfilment pleasure, these two 
Primary feelings still hold their place; with this 
difference, however ; that whereas before pleasure was 
the prior condition of desire, the order is now inverted, 
and pleasure enters as the satisfaction of desire. But 
the third Primary feeling — pain — disappears; since 
it is incident to the restriction and abatement of act- 
ing and thinking power; and, so far as the mind 
understands and affirms itself, there is no room for 
“ tristitia. ni 

The autonomous essence of the mind, thus intro- 
duced upon a clear field, becomes coincident with 
several conceptions which, without reference to it as 
their interpreter, are liable to be misunderstood. It 
is our Power; for all that we do is simply its ex- 
pression. It is our Virtue ; for that is only the same, 
viz. what we can be and do in intelligent conformity 
with the laws of our nature . 3 It is Knowledge ; for it is 
> Ktfc. IIL Mil * Sth. III. lix. ct D*£ 8. * Eth. IV. D«£ 8. 
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thelaffirmation of adequate ideas, «.«. existence under 
the guidance of reason . 1 It is Freedom ; for it is un» 
impeded life out of the inner data of our own being ; 
relatively to which it is also Necessity, inasmuch as 
we cannot have them other than they are.* It is 
Self-interest, or the quest of our own advantage; for 
this consists in that maintenance of our essential ex* 
istence towards which the active conatus is directed.* 
Hence, the following phrases are all equivalent varieties 
of the same idea : Action from our own power ; Action 
from reason; Action from virtue; Free action; Self* 
conservation ; Seeking our own advantage ; Following 
the necessity of our. nature.* No virtue can be con* 
ceived prior to the self-conserving conatus ; for it would 
have to be prior to the very nature which is to be its 
subject : the conatus is the first and sole foundation of 
virtue . 4 The more a man seeks under it his own 
advantage, the more virtuous is he; and the less he 
cares for his advantage the more is he powerless.* 
This natural right of self-love is as certain as that the 
whole is greater than the part* 

Though Spinoza, in assuming the conatus, has 
secured a form of power to supplement the “ geometri- 
cal’' cogency which was to suffice for every need, it 
is not always easy to adjust the relations of the two. 
The knowledge with which he identifies virtue is not 
nhnyt power with which also he identifies it; not even 

* Stk IV. jodv. xxtL * Eth. IV. nil and Cor. 

* Tract FA, II. xi, V. VL and lead, L 888. 'Etli.IV.tt. 

* 1th. IV. xx. xxir. xxrL • 1th. IV. xvUL SchoL 



256 


SPINOZA: HIS PHILOSOPHY. 


FAXtII. 


when it is of the required kind, viz. “knowledge of 
good aful evil for he is well aware that, simply in 
its character of recognized truth, it cannot be depen&ed 
on to counteract passion and command right action. 
He therefore has to insist, that this knowledge shall 
be more than knowledge, and invest itself with an 
atmosphere of feeling sufficiently intense: “A true 
knowledge of good and evil cannot, in virtue of its 
truth, control any feeling (affectum): but only in its 
character of a feeling .” 1 What provision, then, does 
he make for its possessing this character ? It is 
foreign to the conception of knowledge, as such : it 
must therefore be sought in the particular object of 
this knowledge, viz. good and evil ; to the theory of 
which we must turn. 

“ Good ” and “ evil ” express no positive quality of 
things, but are names of their effects relatively to the 
wants and susceptibilities of this or that nature: so 
that the same thing may be good for one being, bad 
for another. But the words may be used intelligently, 
provided the standard by which they are measured is 
named and they are detained within it . 3 Applied 
thus to human nature, “Good is that which we 
certainly know to be useful to us:” “Evil is that 
which we certainly know stands in the way of our 
command of some good .” 3 This, however, is not pre- 
cise till we ask “useful for what?” and receive the 
answer, “ for our self-conservation good is that which 
helps, bad is that which hinders, our self-maintenance 
'KtklV. sir. * Eth. IV. PnL last par. > Eth. IV. Det 1, 2. 
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or dbtive power : 1 end the marks by which they are 
distinguished to our feeling are pleasure and pain, 
respectively. The increase or diminution of active 
poirar Spinoza regards as a bodily affection: the 
pleasure or pain as the parallel mental phenomenon, 
Celt but not yet known. This fact of feeling, however, 
cannot be there without the copresence of its own 
idea: if it be itself the "idea" (attendant change 
in consciousness) of the bodily change, it becomes 
in its turn (as this change in consciousness) the 
object of another idea (idea idem) now of the self* 
conscious or cognitive order: we not only havo the 
feeling, but know that we bhve it : and this knowing 
is related to the having, exactly as the ftding to the 
bodily change ; i.e. not in the way of identity, but in 
the way of parallelism. Here then we reach our goal ; 
as pleasure and pain, — the indices of gain or loss in 
active power, — are what we mean by “ good and evil,” 
so the self-conscious *idea of them is “ the hunoledge 
of good and eviL” Only, the self-conscious "idea” 
must contain as its object, along with the sensory 
change, its proximate cause, which is involved in 
knowing the effect.* So we know good and evil when 
we know, — by the signs of pleasure and pain, — what 
helps and hinders our self-conservation. 

Why does Spinoza, — so frugal of his words,— 
speak, as if by way of distinction, of a " true know- 
ledge of good and evil?” can knowledge help being 
trust Substitute for "good and evil” their “self- 
1 Ktfc. IV. vilL, Dmb. * D* Inteli Knead., V. VL sad lead, L St. 
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conserving” equivalents, and the answer is plain, frhe 
conaivS belongs to our nature in its imagination as 
well as in its understanding, and asserts itself in the 
blind passions no less than in the rational tendencies : 
and its success and failure, even in its misdirection, 
are not without their connected pleasure and pain. A 
vindictive man enjoys his revenge, and in it maintains 
and increases his particular type of nature : and if he 
understands how to gratify it, he has a “knowledge of 
good” relative to his character. But precisely on 
account of this individual relation, it is a fahe “know- 
ledge of good ” according to the large human standard. 
Spinoza's epithet excluddb this case and gives notice 
that he is speaking of man as the subject of adequate 
ideas. 

It is clear how “ the knowledge of good and evil,” 
thus interpreted, may have the character not only 
of knowledge, but of feeling. Under the form of 
judgment it carries the matter of emotion: for it is 
pleasure or pain at one remove, — if not in itself, in 
its idea, with that of its cause; and the affectional 
quality of the blind consciousness passes into the 
seeing. Or if, setting aside the pleasure or pain as a 
mere incident and index of conatus satisfied or baffled, 
you take this success or failure as the meaning of 
your “good," or "evil,” then they fall into the train 
of Desire, already identified with the conatus. In any 
case, therefore, the contents of the judgment detain it 
among the primary feelings and arm it with their 
power to compete with rivals of the same order: and 
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but Tor this, the mere apprehension of its logical troth, 
as Oppressing a "clear and adequate idea,” would be 
no match for any conflicting passion. On this emo- 
tional feature in the “ true knowledge of good and evil” 
Spinoza relies for motive power to control each oppos- 
ing affectus: whether it effects the conquest depends 
on the relative strength of the rival forces . 1 For the 
comparative estimate of their intensities he suggests no 
common measure. But as the passive affections are 
flung upon us by all the external causes to which we are 
exposed, while the resisting activity is the expression 
of our solitary essence, our rational nature struggles 
against odds of indefinite magnitude . 1 

Whatever hopes in this strife may bo placed on 
our “ knowledge of good and evil ” Spinoza attaches to 
it as the cause of desire : “ The desire which springs 
from the knowledge of good and evil may be restrained 
and quenched by many other desires arising from the 
affections with which we have to contend.”* Tet 
elsewhere he pronounces emphatically against this 
order of derivation, and insists upon inverting it: “it 
is certain that we do not strive after, will, seek, desire 
a thing because we deem it good ; but that, vice versa, 
we deem it good because we strive after, will, seek, 
desire it ” 4 And he repeats the rule with more 
explicitness : “We have shown that nothing is desired 
by ns because we judge it to be good : but, vice versa, 
we call that good which we desire, and consequently 
that evil to which we are averse : so that every one 
1 Sth. rv. jriv. * Eth. IV. Ill •Eth.IV.xr. 4 Bth. IIL fab SchoL 
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judges from his own inclination what is good and* had, 
better*and worse, best and wont. Thus the covetous 
man deems plenty of money the best of things, and 
lack of it the wont. The ambitious desires nothing 
so much as fame, and fears nothing so much as disgrace. 
To the envious nothing is more agreeable than the ill 
fortune, more annoying than the good fortune, of his 
rivaL And so each one after his own inclination deems 
an object good or bad, useful or useless . 1 

The question whether desire is cause or effect of 
the idea of pleasure (ie. knowledge of good) is thus 
answered in opposite wa^s. The contradiction, though 
irresolvable, may perhaps be accounted for, if we con- 
stitute two types of Desire, conforming respectively to 
the two orders of origin, and suppose Spinoza, without 
noticing the distinction, to have in view now the one 
and then the other. Identify the concUus with Desire, 
and then nothing can be prior^to it, and only in its 
satisfaction does pleasure arise. But that pleasure (or 
any other, if such there be) once given is attended by 
its idea, which is added to our nature and shares in 
its concUus hereafter; in other words, is a new desire, 
emerging from the felt “good” of the first When 
Spinoza, in treating of the three primary a ffectus, gave 
precedence to Pleasure and Pain, and set down Desire 
as dependent on them, he cannot have been thinking 
of the earlier of these types; or even of the later 
except in the lower half of its history from the pleasure 
downwards: and probably he conceived of at least 


iBtLm.saix.8aM. 
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mmi pleasure, not as a product of our active essence, 
bit as a passive incident of experience, susceptible of 
use as an absolute psychological datum. Even at the 
very moment of unconditionally doming the»prior and 
determining place for Desire as the constitutor of 
“ good,” he still concedes the existence of other “ kinds" 
of pleasure, “ Onne genus lsetiti® — et praxijnu id quod 
desideriq, qualecumque illud sit, satitfaciL " 1 

In thus showing how Rational ideas may become 
affectional and control the feeliugs due to the Imagina- 
tion, it has been necessary to speak of “the knowledge 
of good and evil ” as if it were a single knowledge in 
two parts. And single it is’ so far as correlates must 
always bo understood together. If we had only 
adequate .ideas, we should have no conception of good 
and evil, and should not want the names:* for different 
reasons, however, in the two cases : evil would not be 
there, consequently not its idea : good would remain, 
but, for want of its correlate, would not be known in 
that character. With pure autonomous activity, we 
should have the satisfaction of increasing “ perfection ’* 
without knowing anything else, and therefore without 
knowing it But tristitia, from decreasing "perfec- 
tion,” would be absent alike from existence and from 
knowledge It arises from inadequate ideas, which 
axe the negation of knowledge ; from external control 
of our proper essence, which, left to itselC would never 
meet it Hence, the two terms do not stand upon the 
same footing. Whatever is denoted by the wool good 
> £tk III. xxris. MmL • Stfc. IT. lsvHL Mr. Cfe 
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is positive and an object of adequate cognition ; While 
what is denoted by the word evil is a mere negation, 
and an object of inadequate knowledge; 1 tbe iSea 
being only indirectly gained, by way of denial or 
restriction put upon some self-affirmation. 4 Thus, in 
Spinoza’s view, evil, like error, resolves itself into 
defect, or privation, relative to the isolated human 
nature, and disappears when we look beyond tjie inner 
wants of that single nature to the compass and equili- 
brium of the whole. 

Might we not . grant Spinoza his assumption that 
evil is mere defect of being, yet deny his conclusion 
that to know it is mere defect of knowledge ? Look 
at it in the equivalents by which he elucidates its 
negative character, — Pain, the failure of desire ; Loss 
of essential power ; Subjection to outward causes ; 
Falling short of a mere' conceptual standard. In all 
these, undoubtedly, there is a measure or quantum set 
up, in a certain subtraction from which “evil” is 
made to consist. But subtraction, when it takes place, 
is after all a fact no less than addition, though indi- 
cated by the opposite sign : and to know it as such, 
i.6. to have, with the idea of the measure, the percep- 
tion of its being missed, is no more an ignorance, or 
an " inadequate knowledge,” than would be the per- 
ception of its being surpassed. Compared with the 
not -knowing it, it is a positive increment of intelli- 
gence. Knowledge of privation is not privation of 
knowledge. 

» Etfc. IV. My. 


» Eth. rv. btfiL Oor. 
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The attempt to attenuate and absorb evil by treat* 
ufe it as an illusion of relativity is carried out to its 
results in the Blyenbergh correspondence. It is a 
human inaccuracy, Spinoza there says, to speak of 
“Bins against God they are against nothing, if hy 
that is meant any positive antithesis to other positive 
being ; but are only cases of imperfect conformity with 
an arbitjpry expectation of ours that every individual 
in the shape and with the definition of Man will* be 
and do what we deem suitable to that type. Drop 
the preconception of the type, and the very same 
things that offend us in men please and amuse us, — 
as the fighting of bees, and tlJe jealousy of doves. The 
exemplar of which they fall short is a mere abstraction 
of ours, which we have no right to impose as a rule of 
absolute judgment on any nature, human or other, 
whioh has not enough reality to respond to it. What- 
ever a finite object can be, that it is ; and whatever it 
is not, it cannot be. It is idle to trouble ourselves 
about the cause of Sin: for Sin is non-being ; and 
non-being wants no cause. Whatever exists, consi- 
dered in itself irrespectively of anything else, includes 
perfection, to the extent in each object of that object’s 
essence: for this it is that constitutes its essence . 1 
Belatively to people with eyesight, a blind man has a 
defect: but in the nature of things absence of sight in 
him is just the same as in a stone, i s. the measure of 
being decreed to both is alike complete without vision ; 
and these is no more sense in speaking of God as Gw 
1 Kp 19. 
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cause of non-vision in the man than in the stone? It 
is the 'same with the ethical infirmities of inferior men 
compared with the superior, and of the same man in 
his inferior moods: under the lower conditions, the 
better affection conceived by us as if possible is no 
more present than in a devil or a stone. In imagina- 
tion only is it loss : in reality it is negation . 1 

Spinoza has the courage to apply this principle to 
particular cases of crime: eg. Nero’s matricide, in its 
positive elements, — the external act and the intention 
to kill his mother, — was no wickedness ; for the same 
features were no less present in the act of Orestes: 
and the other elements— his ingratitude, pitilessness, 
and disobedience — are all negative, and express no 
essence, and therefore have not, like the act and the 
intention, God [or aught else] for their cause* 

From these statements it will readily be seen how 
the assumptions of universal' necessity and of the nega- 
tive character of evil work together as the two principal 
factors of Spinoza’s ethical doctrine. 

The essence of man as an agent being resolved into 
Ratio, his function becomes a simple one, viz. to under- 
stand or know; and the mind judges nothing service- 
able to itself except what conduces to this end, which 
gives value to all things and receives it from none. 
The more comprehensive the object understood, the 
more advantageous is the apprehension of it: so that 
to know absolutely infinite being, the common pro- 
perties alike in the part and in the whole, is. God, 
» Ep. 21. • Bp. as. 
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Is the mind’s supreme good, its highest activity, its 
absolute virtue . 1 

A single name expresses the ethical aspect of this 
tingle function. It is Foriitudo ; Firmness, to stand free 
of the passive affections, and act from the inward essence 
of the mind alone. If we divide it, it is not because 
it has parts, but because it directs itself on different 
objects qpd relations. In action mainly personal, it is 
Animotitas, — courage and high spirit to resist deflecting 
passions. In action towards others, it is Gencroniat , — 
amity untainted by mean illusions and antipathies : 
the one word expressive of strength, the other of noble- 
ness . 1 True courage -no one possesses who is under the 
influence of any excessive desire, enthralling him to 
an outward object ; 3 or who fails to estimate dangers 
rightly, irrespective of their near or distant date, and 
purely by their certainty and relative magnitude ;* and 
therefore is not equally ready to meet or to shun them, 
as reason may prescribe . 3 The desires which animate 
the free-spirited man, expressing his pure self-activity, 
are a positive pursuit of good, unalloyed by pain; 
simply for its own sake, and not from fear of evil or 
bope of external benefit* Not even the idea of death, 
so disturbing to many, will divert him from his intent- 
ness on the action proper to his living nature; his 
thoughts will dwell on anything rather than death; 
the wisdom of life will be his meditation . 1 

* EUl IT. ur.'iniiL and IL JtlriL See itipra, pp. 1M, 1M. 

1 Eth. IIL lix. 8choL 4 Etb. IV. lxii. * EUl IV.IxULaadCor. 

* Ktk IT. lxi. * EUl IV. lxix. and Cor. ’EtklV.tartt. 
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In its social aspect, of nobleness towards otters, 
the rational temper excludes all passions — varieties of 
hate — which interfere with the concord of men, such 
as envy, disdain, and pride; and secures the several 
modes of kindly feeling, as clemency, modesty, open- 
ness to friendship (curiously called honestai). He who 
is possessed by it will try to conquer hate with love, 
and make all men partners in true good : 1 “he who 
requites injuries with hate lives a miserable life indeed ; 
but he who sets himself to lay siege to hatred with 
love you cannot deny to be a safe and happy warrior. 
With equal ease he faces a single foe or a host, and 
asks no aid from fortune. Yes, *and those whom he 
conquers surrender with joy, not with beaten, but with 
augmented strength .” 2 If his lot be cast, not with 
enemies but with fools, he will decline, as far as may 
be, to receive benefits from them, which they will 
expect him to measure (as he cannot honestly do) by 
their rule : yet at times he must consent, lest he 
excite ill-will by seeming churlishness . 3 “ In no high 
degree can any but the free-minded be grateful to one 
another : for they alone are united by mutual services 
and friendship, and endeavour to benefit each other 
with equally zealous love whereas the gratitude of 
persons led by blind desires is rather a matter of busi- 
ness, or even a trap (for future favours) than real 
thankfulness . 4 Moreover, the free-minded man can 
always be depended on for good faith : he can never 

* Eth. IV. xxnil xlr. and Cor 1. * Eth. IV. fax rad SehoL 

* Eth. IV. xlri. rad SehoL 4 Eth. IV. lxxL rad SehoL 
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act toith artifice ; nor will Spinoza allow of any breach 
of this rule, even as a ransom from death . 1 All these 
characteristics of true freedom are best realized by one 
who, instead of being his own master in solitude, lives 
in a civil society, where the well-being on which he is 
intent as his own is that of a larger self thnn his 
private nature, and by some surrender of passionate 
desires is secured nn indefinite amount of mutual help 
and concord . 3 But the ultimate ground of rational 
life in its immunity from disturbance is in the know- 
ledge of God, i.e. in escape from the personal standard 
of good, and the surrender of our partial estimates of 
evil to the total conception of tho necessity of nature.* 
“ If, then, we become subject to events other than we could 
wish, we shall bear them with equanimity, conscious 
that we have done our part, and could not have avoided 
these things, being but a part of the universal nature 
and involved in its order. When this is clearly and 
distinctly understood, ’that better part of us which is 
called intelligence will accept it with absolute content, 
and in that content endeavour to persist .” 4 

These lineaments of Forliiudo present the picture 
of a mind independent in its essence, dependent in its 
lot, and by the ascendency of tho former neutralizing 
the contrarieties of the latter. Tho superiority, ethical 
in its result, is intellectual in its source: it is the 
triumph of clear and adequate ideas over confused and 
inadequate, of Understanding over Imagination. All 


* Eth. nr. Lodi, and ScboL 

* Eth. IV. lzxiii 


* Eth. IV, IxxiiL fehoL 
« Eth. nr. App. S3. 
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the characteristics of this virtue, — its energy, its glad- 
ness, its evenness, its disinterestedness,— Are the direct 
expression of rational self-knowledge and appreciation 
of things by their eternal qualities. And all the 
opposites which it sets aside, — disappointment, excess, 
the various hatreds, time-illusions, submission to ex- 
ternals, — are induced by the mixed images that cheat 
us with the semblance of reality. Be the duration of 
the mind what it may, these are the marks of the 
slave ; those, of the free. 1 


3. Feeling Conditional on Intuitive Ideas. 

If the first stage of apprehension beyond imagina- 
tion already left behind the whole troop of passive 
emotions, they appear from the second still farther in 
the distance. In neither is -the mind any longer 
kindled from without or disposed of by feeling which 
is not insight What fervour there may be in both is 
but the intensity of clear ideas, in each case drawn 
into a focus of its own. Incandescent Rationality 
becomes Fortitudo; incandescent Intuition becomes 
Intellectual Love of Ood. 

This crowning feature of Spinoza’s ethical ideal is 
far, however, from shining by its own light It is 
involved in the obscurity of his doctrine of intuitive 
knowledge, already discussed (p. 152 teq^.)\ with the 
additional darkness of an exposition laboriously enig- 
matical. But if we do not look for too much in his 

‘ Eth. V. xlL } IV. IxtL Scholi 
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subSme phraseology, and are exact in applying such 
kejr to it as he has provided, a consistent interprets* 
tion of it may be found. 

Spinoza has prepared the way by explaining what 
he means by the knowledge of God. “The human 
mind lias an adequate knowledge of the eternal and 
infinite essence of God,” in knowing itself, its body, and 
external, bodies as actually existing ; in having these 
samples of the universal properties of extension and 
thinking. Consequently, all men know God’s infinite 
and eternal essence, though other commune* notione* 
may be more clear . 1 To have the conception of Nature 
as extended and ideal (or ifitelligible) in common with 
ourselves is to know God. Nay, “any particular 
body, actually existing,” suffices to make this knowledge 
adequate . 3 This physical identification of our consti- 
tution with that of the world is not yet called the 
Intellectual Love of God, so long as it engages us only 
upon the geometry and logic of the two great attri- 
butes: though a theory which resolves all human 
action and perfection into understanding might as well 
use the phrase of the rational cognition as reserve it 
for the intuitive. A passage to something more than 
knowledge of God is first sought in the self-conscious- 
ness : “ He who clearly and . distinctly understands 
hims elf and his affections, loves God ; and the more 
so, the more ho understands them;"* and the “affec- 
tions” here meant include, as the previous proposition 

> Eth. IL xlviL and SchoL 

» Eth. V. xr. 


* Eth. IL xlv. xM. 
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shows, those of the body . 1 * * The reason assign^ is 
simply,* that in consciously understanding anything 
there is always a pleasurable exercise of mental power ; 
and tha t where the phenomenon understood is a state 
of youreelf referred to its cause, the pleasure becomes 
love ; and, where that cause is God (under the aspect 
of an attribute),— love of God. To "refer an affection 
to the idea of God” is to carry it in thought from the 
natura naturata to the natura naturans, or “ see it in 
its cause,” or “ understand it :” and the happy con- 
sciousness of our clear idea as part of the whole truth 
of nature is the "love of God” The mind, in being 
aware of its own intelligence, is -glad, and loves the 
source or totality of it, viz. the necessity of nature . 8 

This intelligent power reaches its acme in intuitive 
knowledge ; to which accordingly the Love of God 
pre-eminently belongs . 8 This third grade of cognition, 
as we have seen, is characterized by seeing individual 
things in the light of those universal attributes which 
combine to set them up : so that from the preconcep- 
tion of those attributes the essences of the res singu- 
lares are seized, with a full perception of necessary 
relation. The attributes being divine, the things thus 
seen in them are “seen in God .” 4 If the res singu- 
lars should be yourself, you are then the object as 
well as the subject of this intimate connection. And 

1 “The mind can get to refer to the idea of God all affection* of 

the body or images of thing* i*. to understand them a* case* of 

molecular change within the attribute of Extension. 

* Eth. III. liiL * Eth. V. xxv.-xxriL * Eth. V. xxx. 
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you tnot only know the necessary step from the attri- 
butes to the individual essence, but you know that you 
kndW it ; you are conscious of a nexus of ideas identical 
in cogency with the real relation : ut. your own mind, 
as an organ of necessary truth, reveals the uocessary 
reality, because it is only a function of it. This 
“ third kind of knowledge,” therefore, “depends upon 
the mind, as actual (fornialis) cause, so far os the mind 
itself is eternal ” 1 * * * * * * (i.c. the seat of logical laws): and as 
“ the mind ” is now a res singulars “ seen in God," he 
(or it) also, and comprehendingly, is recognized as cause 
of the pleasure you feel in your philosophical insight, 
and so becomes the olyect of your “ Intellectual Inve. 

The claims made for this affection are in character 
with its august name. It makes us ono with God, 
and so imparts the highest self-content or gladness in 
the contemplation of our active power . 8 No envy or 
jealousy or other form of hate can mingle with it, for 
it is enhanced by the ’numbers who share it . 1 From 


i Eth. V. xwd. 

* Eth. V. worn, and Cor. Comp, xxxvi. SchoL eub fin., whew the 
following remark (which I condemn) occur. : The <**•><* of our mind 
being knowledge, of which God it the principle and foundation, it la 
clear how our mind depends- wane* and exiatem* alike -on Uod ; 

—an impressive example to »how how superior U that 0 

potato iu.p * « i. « y y 

to the general knowledge called “ of the second kind. In the First 

?ut a general proof was given that of all thing, both "**»•»* 

existence depend on God : but thia i* brought home to our 
more forcibly, when the conclusion U drawn over a^specUkfe ? 

from the very eaeence of the particular thing (the mind) affirmed to be 
dependent on God. * Eth. V. wtxvi. SchoL * Eth. V. xx. 
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its connection with every object, it is for ever ckepfc 
alive . 1 <j And being an expression of the mind’s nature 
as a necessary function of the nature ' of God, it is 
eternal, no more capable of removal than the true of 
becoming false . 2 It is the only love that is eternal; 
the passive affections lasting no longer than the body. 
The fear of death disappears before it: and the more 
• i|hings the mind knows in the rational and intuitive 
way, the greater is the part of it that abides and is 
unfcrached by fear of death.* 

Without pausing at present to consider the exact 
purport of these phrases, we proceed to the two final 
oracles on this supreme excellence. “ God loves him- 
self with an infinite intellectual love .” 4 And “the 
mind’s intellectual love to God is the very love of God 
wherewith he loves himself, not as infinite, but so far 
as expressed by the essence of the human mind con- 
sidered under the form of eternity : i.e. the mind’s 
intellectual love towards God is part of the infinite 
love wherewith God loves himself .” 5 This new pre- 
dicate of God — “intellectual love” — naturally aston- 
ishes readers who have been taught that God has 
neither Intellect* nor Love ; 7 and that such terms, if 
ever applied to him, can carry as little of their proper 
meaning as the word dog when transferred from the 

1 Eth. V. xyI * Eth. V. xxxiiu mviL 

* Eth. Y. xutviiL and Schol. The nee of the word “eternal” in anti* 
thesis to the temporary character of the body and its affections contra- 
dicts Spinoza's statement that it has no relation to time. Here it can 
only mean “free from death. 1 * 4 Eth. Y. rnr. * Eth. Y. zxzrl 
9 Eth. I. xvii. Schol. xxxi Ep. 54, r Eth. Y. xviL Cor. 
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aniital that bark* to Sirius. 1 Tlieir perplexity, how- 
ever, is due to their finding, in these propositions, (uy> 
beings that love (Man and God) both with the same 
object of Love (God) ; whereas there is only one, viz. 
Man, though under the two names. And of this, it 
must be confessed, Spinoza gives fair notice : for does 
he not plainly say that by God's self-love he means 
nothing else than Man’s love towards him? Tlii* 
question then is, How can ho call one and the same 
Lover Man in one sentence and God in the other? .To 
this also he supplies an answer : ho is speaking of God, 
“not as Infinite,” not as Natura Natvran *, but ns 
manifested in one of the modfis of the Natura Naturaln, 
viz. the human mind. The affection therefore of I/ive 
is predicable of God only in virtue of its being felt by 
a finite nature which is an undulation of his Thinking 
Attribute. The further stipulation that, in this con- 
nection, the human mind shall bo taken, not in its 
whole experience, buf “under the form of eternity,” 
simply shuts out its imagination and limits us to it as 
the organ of necessary truth, in which capacity alone 
it is at one with the necessity of nature and the 
subject of intuitive knowledge. After this identifica- 
tion of the two beings, there is no difficulty in passing 
the same feature (love) under either name : and it is 
by playing at substitutions with these equivalents that 
the paradoxical equations are built up which have so 
much puzzled interpreters of the intellectual love of 
God. Objectively, the wlf which God love* is the 

‘ Eth. I. xrtL BchoL 
t 
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human, considered as also divine : and subjectively? the 
human^mind which loves is also God, in his coincidence 
with the essence of our nature. The apparent con- 
tradiction arises from the reader’s assumption that the 
word " God ” refers to the natura naturans, and the 
word “Man” to the natura naturata. When both are 
understood to be in the latter, and to be the same 
element of it, the contradiction disappears, and becomes 
a tautology. The deep-sounding corollary — “Hence 
God, so far as he loves himself, loves men ; and con- 
sequently the love of God towards men and the 
intellectual love of the mind towards God are one and 
the same,” — breaks its pfttmise to the ear, and means 
no more than that the persons may be changed ad 
libitum, where no persons are distinguishable . 1 

The “intellectual love of God” is no affection 
directed upon a conscious and responding mind; but 
the desire and delight of understanding things as 

1 The reasoning is correct enough in form ; " God's lore towards 
himself” being the middle term, identifying the other two, vis. “The 
mind’s love towards God,” and "God's love towards men” by its 
equivalence to both : 

The Hind's love towards God * God’s love towards himself 

v * ' 

II 

/— - — ■ ■ ■■ " ■■■ — 

= God’s love towards men. 

To estimate the contenti of the reasoning, we must ask how it is made 
out that the middle term is tantamount to the first It is made out 
by tacking on a "quatenut" to the word “ God,”— " God, ao far as he 
is the human minds" ao that "God’s love” = "the human mind’s 
love j" and " himself man.” With these substitutes, the equfra* 
Isnoe is so effectually established, that all the propositions say the 
seme thing* 
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determined by the necessity of nature, — the entire* 
siaara for truth, — the self* adaptation to the cftder of 
tiie world . 1 If Spinosa had in view two stages of 
it, corresponding to the Bational and Intuitive grades 
of knowledge, and marked this by reserving the 
epithet “intellectual” for the latter, he probably 
meant to distinguish the scientific habit of mind ftom 
the philosophical ; both perfect in their allegiance 
to reality; but the one working from circumference 
towards centre, the other from centre towards cir- 
cumference. 

V. Ethical Valdes of Tife Several Orders of 
Feeling. 

No descriptive psychology of human affections can 
refrain from incidental estimates of their worth as 
elements of character. But Spinoza’s moral ideal 
needs a more direct presentation than in the scattered 
hints of the foregoing chapters. 

The supreme Standard of ethical value is Right 
Knowing. In this is included all that is desirable for 
man, and nothing else.* This is virtue.' This is the 

» Involving, on the introspective side Jcqv itt e t n Ua, at ttlf-anUml, 
which Spinoxe elsewhere (Eth. IV. liL SchoL) aaeigne to the same 
supreme place (sommnm quod sperm poeeumui) which is here given 
to the Intellectual lost Ood. Are they then the seme I It aeeae • 
paradox to say eo. Tot, the more cloeely they ate scrutinised, the 
more do they look like the seme state of mind, described at eae time 
in Hm direct view, as whet it is, at another, in the nfm, as eontsm- 
piated in ealf-cona do nanass. 

■ Eth. IV. xxvi. xxviL 


• Eth. IV. xxiL xsilL 
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perfection which the mind’s essence is always pressing 
to l eajfae. * In all that tends to promote this there is 
a positi ve value; in all that hinders it, a negative or 
subtractive. Its most important aids are three, — viz. 
(1) A highly complex organism, supplying a great 
variety of bodily relation to other bodies; provided, 
however, it does not fail of the essential condition of 
stability, — an undisturbed ratio of motioij to rest 
among the bodily parts. 1 It is by securing for us a 
large number of properties in common with other 
bodies that such an organism contributes to right- 
knowing : for this number is the measure of our clear 
and adequate ideas. (2) Pleasure (lietitia) : for the 
reason, that it enhances while pain depresses bodily 
amt mental power. 1 Hence, it is commendable to 
make provision for a duo gratification of the senses, 
and for a life brightened by amusements and adorned 
by the fascinations of art. 4 (3) Social or concurrent 
life;* for this reason, that while all other external 
objects have a mixed unlikeness and likeness to our- 
selves, and therefore partly hinder and partly help 
clearness of idea, our fellow-men have more in common 
with us titan anything else, and are therefore in the 
highest degree serviceable to ns: and by adding 
together the powers of many human beings, a vast 
accession of resource and a freer movement of faculty 
ue secured.* Under this third head, however, the 
interdependence is reciprocal : if Society is a Kelp to 

* Itk IV. utf. * Ktk IV. xxxriiL mix » Bth. IV. x]L 

* Xtk IV. ilr, 8thoL •Bth.lV.xL * EUu l V. xviii. SchoL 
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rational life, rational life, ie. the control of passions, la 
indispensable to society. It is the feelings stirred in 
ns by external objects that set ns at variance ; servitude 
to them is discord with each other. But so far as we 
act oat o i the essence of human nature (which is the 
same in ns all), t.e. so far as we live under guidance of 
reason, we all move on the same lines towards what is 
necessarily and universally good, and so are in perfect 
accord : and each will be most serviceable to others, 
when he most seeks his own real advantage. But for 
the succumbing of men to conflicting passions, harmony 
would be spontaneous: disturbance, however, arising, 
means of conquering it have to be sought; and are 
found in the institution of the State. 1 

The several orders of Feeling must be estimated by 
their tendency to support or weaken these three con- 
ditions. More or less, all the passive emotions, involv- 
ing as they do inadequate ideas, detain us from right 
knowing. Each, occupying us with some one object, 
hinders our apprehension of the rest, to a degree ludi- 
crous in the case of the lover, odious in that of the 
miser and the ambitious, and constituting a genuine 
insanity in them all.* The first of the three conditions 
(perfect organism) is forfeited by all pleasurable ex- 
citement except Cheerfulness (hilarites) : for this alone 
affects the whole body, while other varieties impair ite 
balance by some local intensity* The second condi* 
tion, 'which thus becomes subject to a material restrie- 

* Eth. IV. *x xr. Cor. I, *5 xxxrt xxxriL flckoL % 

• 1th. IV. xUt, SehoL * Eth. IV. sift 
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tion, is wholly banished by the entrance of pain ; vrtiich 
can never be anything bat a hindrance, unless, accident- 
ally, as a counterpoise to some partial pleasure . 1 Such 
incidental check to feeling otherwise excessive may be 
exercised by hope and fear : and it is their only com- 
mendation : for in themselves, and in their derivatives. 
Confidence and Despair, Joy and Disappointment, they 
indicate defect of intelligence : so that a rational man 
would try to free himself from them.* The third con- 
dition (social harmony) is excluded by all varieties of 
hate, as envy, scorn, anger, revenge, and the voluptuous 
passions which feed them . 1 And so far os pride values 
others at less than their deserts, and self-contempt con- 
soles itself by dislike of others’ superiority, they belong 
to the family of envy and must bo similarly judged 4 
In the favouring affection with which we regard the 
bonefactor of another them is nothing at variance with 
reason: but its counterpart,— indignation against the 
injurer, — is unconditionally bad, and is inadmissible as 
the source of public punishment* 

Tried by the same standard of Reason, other feelings, 
not usually disapproved, must be condemned Com- 
passion, which only does ill what Reason would do 
well ; Humility, which, as contemplating what we have 
is the negation of self-knowledge and a hindrance 
to our acting power; Repentance, which carries the 
douhle evil, of wrong desire and of unhappiness, both 
of them weaknesses ; Sensitiveness to reputation,— 


l 'I ** ** * Kth. IV. abiL SchoL 

Etk IV. xlr. Cor. 1* Append. 19. 

4 Stk IV. hril Scbot 4 EUl IV. U. sad SchoL 
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alwtys at the mercy of a fickle multitude, and dreading 
eclipse by some rival's fame. But, as not all men are 
accessible to rational considerations, these affections, 
working through hope and fear to not dissimilar results, 
may pass as imperfect substitutes, producing at times 
more good than harm. 1 Fear indeed is indispensable 
for governing the mass of men ; so true is it that 
“ tenet vulgus nisi inctuat" 

There remain a few of the passive feelings which 
directly exclude right knowledge, either of ourselves 
or of other objects. With self-knowledge, e.y., Self- 
exaggeration and Self-depreciation are incompatible. 
Filling us with false beliefs, (hey are the source of great 
weakness: the latter, os solitary and painful, being 
the more corrigible ; the former, fed by flatterers and 
pleasant to the imagination, being, on the other hand, 
one of the most obstinate of faults. 1 Self-content, it is 
obvious, may havo adequate ground, and be consistent 
with the rational life. It is the acme of self-conser- 
vation, the supremo condition, secondary to nothing 
ulterior ; and, as the end of ends, confers an inordinate 
fas cinati on on the praise which maintains it, and to 
any disgrace which disturbs it imparts a sting that 
renders life barely supportable.* Our knowledge of 
other objects 4s similarly confused by feeling : tg. over- 
estimation and under-estimation of men is simply 
ignorance of them. 4 And hope and fear are incident to 
ignorance of the order of nature.* 

1 Elk IV. L liiL Ur. and ScfaoL MIL ScboL 

• Etk IV. Ir. ItL and ScboL • Etk IV. UL aad Scbot 

« Eth. IV. xlriii. * Elk IV. xJril 
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Nothing can effectually replace knowledge. <f a 
feeling«happens to lead us right, it only does by accident 
what true insight would necessarily effect . 1 And wlien 
one passion is adroitly played off against another, there 
is no inward deliverance ; as may be seen in the self- 
denials of the avaricious or the ambitious, which give 
way when no longer serving their immediate end. 
Without freedom from the passive affections $iere can; 
not be rational life . 2 And that freedom is to be won 
only by Fortitudo, as already defined in its two divisions 
of High Spirit and Nobleness. 

VI. Ethical Dynamics. 

It would be of little service to enumerate the con- 
stituents of character, and submit them to relative 
valuation, unless a power can be found vested in us, 
whereby the “ melior pars nostri ” may rise to supremacy 
over all else. When we look no farther than our own 
nature, and compare its conflicting elements, its “ better 
part ” would seem to carry this power in itself : for is 
it not the understanding ? and do we not, according to 
Spinoza, “ act so far as we understand ”? while, beyond 
this, we only suffer passive states ? so that it cannot be 
doubtful, in case of a struggle, which will have to 
succumb. Unfortunately, the combatants are not so 
unequally matched as this mere interior antithesis— of 
active and passive — would imply. If the Understand- 
ing concentrates all the inward strength of our own 
* Eth. IV. lix. * Eth. III. AC Def. 48, Expl. 
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nattre, the Imaginative Feelings are backed by the 
wl^>le energy of outward things ; — an energy which 
indefinitely exceeds our own and often quenches it 1 
Thus the field of strife is thrown open from the human 
limits to the embracing world : and the issue lies be* 
tween the two causalities, — the eternal in the essence 
of man and the phenomenal in his existence. Nor in 
the relation between these two is there any self-evident 
security for the ascendency of either. The qualitative 
superiority of the first is balanced by the quantitative 
range of the second : from which roan, as a part and 
product of nature, and in contact with it all round, must 
be played upon every moment of his life. Whether 
his intellectual essence will succeed in uufolding itself, 
or be overpowered by objects in the external scene, there 
is no tertium quid to decide ; he himself cannot mediate 
between them, for he is identical, as agent, with the 
first term : nor is there in him any such function or 
faculty as will, distinct from the several adequate 
ideas which make up his intelligence. He is not um- 
pire but combatant; with weapons not of his own 
selection against an opponent of unmeasured strength. 
The contest must settle itself : “ solvitur ambulando.” 
Should the inward essence of the mind prevail, he will 
be “ free should the outward order of nature cany 
the day, he will have succumbed to “ necessity.” 

The attentive reader can scarcely fail to notice here 
a change in Spinoza’s phraseology. In the earlier 
books of the Ethics, the explicit oatcoming of what is 
« Etk IV. xt. 
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implicit in the essence of a thing, — Substance, Attri- 
bute, or Mode,— was taken as the type of Necessity, 
and made the base of the “geometrical method” of 
rigorous deduction. Here, in the fifth book, this same 
unfolding of the essence of man as an eternal mode of 
eternal nature, is set up as the type of Freedom, in dis- 
tinction from the successive causality in the order of 
finite things, which now obtains sole possession of the 
word " Necessity.” It is obvious that nothing has 
occurred to render the causa essendi more “free” than 
at first, or less “necessary” than the causa fiendi: and 
the change of language cannot prevent our seeing 
that, in Spinoza’s view, tKe determination of character 
is a mutual adjustment of two necessities, capable of 
admixture in various proportions. Even if we reserve 
the word “ freedom ” for relative use, to mark the idea 
of either of them when left alone by the other, we 
provide for an impossible case in ethics : for Man is 
always an object in Nature, as well as an essence in 
himself ; and there is in him no such thing as separate 
action of either causality. 

The only question then of ethical dynamics assumes, 
in Spinoza’s scheme, this conditional form : — “ In case " 
the inner necessity controls the outer, how does it do 
so t What are the particulars comprised in its subjec- 
tion of the passive feelings ? 

The main answer, — comprehending in fret any 
others that may be different in form, — is : — the passive 
affections are subdued when they are known. They are 
incident to inadequate and confused ideas : to gain an 
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adequate and clear idea of such an affection is to de- 
stroy it 1 It is like a juggler's trick, which can take 
us in only till we see through it What then is 
implied in this substitution of distinct for confused 
apprehension t In presence of some object we are 
agreeably or disagreeably affected: occupied by it, or 
its image in the memory, we treat it as cause of our 
feeling ayd look on it with love or hate accordingly.* 
This, however, is a mistake. Our “ affection " (includ- 
ing, as Spinoza always does, its physiological side) is 
referable, not to the outward thing per sc, but to it 
conjointly with our own body, and more to the latter 
than to the former, and only* to such properties as are 
common to both.* In order, therefore, to know the 
affection (ie. to see it in its cause), wo must have 
these mixed elements disengaged from each other, and 
those of them which the order of nature really links 
together wo must perceive in their necessary concate- 
nation. 4 Once let an affection lie thus analysed at 
our feet, and it is done for;* just as it would be 
impossible to keep up a blush in order to try psycho- 
physical experiments upon it 

We owe so much to the sanguine temper of 
European science in the early years of its revival, that 
we may well spare it our easy criticism. Yet it is 
instructive, from our present point of view, to notice 
the coolness with which Spinoza already asserts that 
" there is no bodily affection of which we cannot form 

1 Eth. Y. UL and Cor. *Eth.Y.v. • Eth. IL xrt, wd Cor. 1, 1 
* Eth. L Ax 4, 0 ; IL xxxtHL * Eth. Y. It. SehoL 
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a clear and distinct conception j” 1 especially whe» we 
remember that under this “conception” he includes 
“ the reduction of the affection to the idea of God ,” i.e. 
to its place in the necessary order of nature. 3 His 
“proof” of tliis “great promise,” as Trendelenburg 
justly calls it,* it is needless to scrutinize. Time has 
effectually refuted it, and shown that we are as far as 
ever from necessarily connecting, and almost as far 
from accurately co-ordinating, the physical, the physio- 
logical, and the ideal series involved in our experience 
of feeling. In justice to Spinoza we must add that 
he so far qualifies his “ large promise ” as to admit the 
lingering presence, along*with the “ clear and distinct 
conception,” of inadequate ideas due to the external 
object’s residue of differences from our own body after 
all that is common has been sifted out; and that he 
finally shapes his statement thus: 4 “Every one is 
able, if not perfectly yet in part, to know himself and 
his affections clearly and distinctly, and consequently 
to make sure of suffering from them less.” They may 
be reduced to the smallest part of the mind. Even 
where our knowledge of the object of feeling remains 
thus imperfect, we may yet think of it as belonging to 
an infinite causal series ; and when thus stripped of its 
look of isolated freedom, and reduced into the line of 
necessity, it will lose its chief power over us : for 
towards that which is supposed to be free a far deeper 
feeling is directed than towards one under necessity* 

> Eth. Y. hr. Schol. * Eth. V. zir. * HUtor. Beitriige, iL *L 
* Eth. V. zz. Schol. 1 Eth. V. ». tL Iz. 
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Jn support of self-analysis as an instrument of 
self-mastery, Spinoza recommends an habitual reflec- 
tion, in tmnquil hours, on maxims of rational life, and 
examples which enforce them ; e.g. that hatred is con- 
quered by love; that social friendliness brings self- 
content; that men, like other objects, are disposed of 
by necessity of nature. Such associations of ideas, 
once fixed by assent of reason, will rise at the needed 
moment, aud be accompanied by the corresponding 
bodily acts or states, in virtue of the law of parallel- 
ism . 1 Constituting as they do a real insight into 
properties of things that can never be absent, they 
have, in their clear .and pcfmancnt truth, a i>oworful 
set-off against the vehemence of any immediate im- 
pression : and though they may he overpowered by 
the fascination of an object actually present, they will 
be more than a match for one only imagined and 
dimmed by the haze of the past or future.* 

One other subsidiary rule is added. An affection 
concentrated is more intense than one distributed : so 
that, even without direct recourse to the restraints of 
reason, we lighten our thraldom when yielding only to 
feelings which contemplate many different objects at 
once* 

What, then, is to set in action these remedies for 
the Tradr/fiara ? There is no spring of resistance to 
them, no impulse to the knowledge and love before 
which they retire, but the eonatiu of the mind’s own 
essence, the pressure of its self-asserting power towards 

> Etb. V. x. and ScboL * Eth. V. riL » Etb. V. I*. 
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its proper perfection; and the inherent satisfaction 
belonging to all knowledge. Insight, Le. virtue, can be 
purchased by no external good. Blessedness is identi- 
cal with virtue, not its reward. Our delight in virtue 
is not the effect, but the cause of our restraining the 
passions. This delight turns intellectual insight into 
love; and so, against irrational affection sets up, not 
simply rational intuition, but rational affection, as victor. 1 

It is impossible to quit this theory of ethical 
dynamics without noticing its conspicuous contradic- 
tion of the principle of parallelism. It has already 
been pointed out that the conatus assumed in all things 
is at variance with that principle, (p. 239). But here 
the variance becomes especially striking, because the 
conatm is planted, in order to do its work, expressly 
and exclusively in the Understanding, and is the asser- 
tion of the thinking power itself ; while the task it is 
set to accomplish is the subjugation of affections which 
are fundamentally corporeal* Bodily work is openly 
handed over for Thought to achieve : knowledge steps 
forth into conflict with the passions, and clears the 
field of them. It may be said that the defeated 
"affection” is a mixed phenomena, containing, with 
some bodily change, also its " idea ;” and that it is only 
the latter element which is modified by thought ; while 
» Eth. V. xlii. 

* Eth. IIL Def. 8. * By Affection (affectum) I understand changes 
induced (affectionea) in the body, whereby the active power of the 
body itself is increased or diminished, aided or controlled, together 
with the ideas of these changes ie. not the cognitive apprehension 
of these changes, bat the feelings which attend them. 
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the ^former undergoes a concurrent but independent 
modification, consistently with the rule of parallelism. 
Anti this line of defence is no doubt pre-arranged at 
the opening of the Fifth Book ; where it is laid down 
that " in precise conformity with the order and linking 
together of thoughts and ideas of things in the mind, 
are the bodily affections or images of things ordered 
and linked together in the body." 1 To give effect to 
the plea, this proposition must be read between the 
lines wherever Spinoza subsequently speaks of the 
efficiency of knowledge in “destroying,” “removing," 
“ controlling," “ extinguishing,” “ overcoming," tho 
“ affections,” — of “ all. that tile mind considered in it- 
self alone can achieve against tho affections,” 1 of “the 
power vested in the intellect alone of restraining the 
lusts and affections ;” s and we are to split his single 
term “ affections ” into its two component conceptions 
and exclude from his meaning the bodily changes and 
limit it to the “ ideas ; ” since that is the point at 
which the mental causality is arrested, and the ulterior 
corporeal modifications are in no way due to the 
“ power vested in the intellect alone,” but only follow 
suit proprio motu. Cur any one believe that Spinoza 
meant his last book to be read with this subaudilur f 
that he threw his language of causation over a gulf 
which he was conscious it could not cover ? Bather 
have we here a fresh evidence of his wavering alle- 
giance to the rule “ Neither can the body determine 
the mind to think, nor the mind determine the body 
' £Uk V. xx. 8cboL * KUl V. xUL 
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to motion or rest, or any other state, if such there ^e .” 1 
It has teen* already shown 2 that this rule is no sooner 
established than it is half recalled, in favour of the 
body's possible production of ideal effects. And we 
have now the inverse oblivion of the rule, in a tacit 
ascription of power to the mind over affections which 
are in part corporeal. In his treatment of the states 
of “ passion,” from whichever end he takes it up, there 
is no effectual separation of the material and ideal 
elements. The second and third books practically 
assign the determining place to the body, the fifth 
book to the mind : and if the doctrine that neither could 
determine the other had •seriously possessed Spinoza, 
he could not have written them as now they stand . 8 

The resolving of ethical power into the self-assertion 
of the understanding would be intelligible in a philo- 
sophy which started with a ready-made Ego of given 
type which might forthwith vindicate its intellectual 
rights. But Spinoza’s disqualification for using the 
doctrine of essence , elsewhere disturbing to his logic , 4 
affects his ethics with a fatal weakness. He has no 
human subject to begin with, — no “individual” with an 
“ essence,” — no understanding intent on maintaining 
itself. This “self” on whose autonomous power he 
relies is not yet in existence, but waits for the touch 
of his compounding hand to be built up out of per- 

* Eth. III. ii. * P. 239, note 2. 

* See Trendelenburg's Hist. Beitriige, ii. 89, 90, where this criti- 
cism is forcibly presented from s somewhat different point of view. 

4 See above, p. 130, note 2, and pp. 214-219. 
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petqpl grains of idea accruing to the initial ."idea of 
the body.’* How is it possible to speak* of %uoh a 
rudimentary meeting-point of two attributes as having 
a definite essence to abide by, and as attaining virtue 
by active affirmation of what that essence contains! 
Such a conception involves two things which fipinosa 
will not allow : — a unit of personal power to make the 
affirmation ; and a constituted nature to settle what it 
would be at A world -theory without agents and 
without ends cannot pay its way, but goes into liqui- 
dation when it has to be worked by the self-directing 
essences of things. 


VII. The Mind’s “ Eternal Part.” 

One predicate of the “ Intellectual Love of God " — 
that it is “ eternal ” — I have reserved for separate con- 
sideration, since it takes us to the boundary between 
the ethical and the hyper- ethical. Its main interest 
lies in the question which it raises, M Did Spinoza 
believe in the immortality of the individual mind V * — 
a question which needs for its answer some reference 
to his successive writings. 

However doubtful may be the sincerity of the 
Metaphysical Thoughts at their date of publication 
(lfi63), they may at least be accepted as a record of 
past opinion still in process of modification. And 
there the position is maintained that the soul, being a 
“substantia,” cannot perish, either of itself, or by the 
action of any other substance ; the laws of nature ren- 

u 
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dering dissolution inconceivable except in the casp of 
modes, such as the animal body. The obvious reply, 
that the argument from substance excludes a beginning 
no less than an ending, is evaded by the remark that 
we cannot fix a date for the act of the Omnipotent in 
creating the soul, any more than we can deny his 
power of destroying it : but, confining ourselves within 
the limits of his natural laws, we can confidently make 
the negative statement, that the soul neither comes by 
inheritance nor is dissolved by death. The laws of 
nature being God’s immutable decrees, nothing can be 
clearer than that minds are immortal . 1 Here we have 
probably Spinoza’s earliest belief, still marked by the 
Cartesian features of “created substances,” and the 
antithesis of “ Nature ” and “ God.” Nor is there any 
reason to suspect a non-natural sense under the familiar 
phrase “ immortality of the soul.” 

In the “ Short Treatise,” the doctrine is cast in 
quite a different mould. It is founded, not on the 
idea of Substance, but on two new conceptions, — the 
limitless character of Love, — and the power of Know- 
ledge and Love to unite the soul with its object and 
make it partner in the same duration, e.g . — 

“ Love, etc., is alone unlimited, and becomes more excellent 
the more it increases, being directed upon on infinite object 
Hence it can grow, and it alone, through all eternity. And this 
will perhaps afford us matter hereafter for a proof of the soul's 
immortality, and of the way in which this can be realised.”* 


1 Cog. Met II. c. xii Liquidiwime constat men tea sms immortals*. 
* Do Deo, etc., II. xiv., SnppL 166. 
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In a later chapter the promise here hinted is thus 

fulfilled : 

• 

“On attentively considering what the tout is, and on what 
depend its change and duration, we shall easily see whether it is 
mortal or immortal. We have said that the soul is. an Idea 
arising in the Res Cogitana from the existence of something 
present. in Nature. Hence it follows that whatever be the dura- 
tion and change of this object must also be the duration and 
change of tjie souL And on this point we have now remarked 
that the soul may be united either with the body, of which it is 
the idea, or with God, without whom it can neither subsist nor 
be conceived. It is therefore easy to see (1) that if united with 
the perishable body only, then must it also perish ; . . . (S) but 
if with something else, which is ynchangcable and abides, then 
it cannot but be unchangeable also and abide." 1 

It is obvious that an immortality, no longer in- 
volved in the soul as substance, but depending on the 
direction of its love, passes from necessary and universal 
to contingent and partial. To judge what portion of 
the human race it would still affect, we must find what 
is implied in the pre-requisite " union with God.” It 
consists simply in Knowledge, in the active life of the 
Understanding, and a conformity of the order and pro- 
ducts of thought with the nature of things. As opposed 
to this, “ union with the body ” is slavery to the passive 
affections induced by outward things.* No writer more 
habitually deplores the general surrender of mankind 
to blind emotiona than Spinoza, or more severely limits 
his census of the elect possessors of “ Intuitive ” light : 

1 De Dm, etc., II. xxiiL, SuppL 90S, 111. 

* Hum pMitknu net on numanos paaaagM in tha Da Dm, ate, 
Fart IL 8m aapadaUy xxiL xxri 
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so that in amending his doctrine of the soul’s hop% we 
cannot bay that he has brightened it. 

Kay, further; is it certain that the doctrine still 
refers to the same subject, viz. the individual soul? 
The “ eternal and abiding duration of our understand* 
ing” is secured by that union with imperishable reality 
which true ideas involve, — a union so complete that 
the object known becomes the measure of existence for 
the thought that knows. This state is gained, not by 
first quenching the passions and then being united with 
God, which is as little possible as to get rid of ignorance 
in order then to acquire knowledge ; but by immediate 
union with God (i.e. apprehension of truth) ; in other 
words, by free play of the inner causality of Reason, 
unhindered by outward influences. We thus live out 
of the mind’s proper essence : of which two things are 
to be said, viz. (1) that it is not personal but human, 
the same in you as in me ; so that when we apprehend 
the same realities with each other and with our neigh- 
bours, there is for all but one truth, one understanding, 
one will ; and the separate subjects lose their difference 
in an identical object: and (2) that this essence of 
mind is an idea in the Thinking factor of the universe, 
— a mode of that Attribute of God : so that our whole 
intellectual life is truly an outcome of the Divine 
activity. This is the relation which renders it eternal ; 
not necessarily in you or me or any particular existences ; 
but, whatever be its organs, as an invariable essence 
involved in the nature of God. In the last chapter of the 
" Short Treatise,” the question is forced upon the reader, 
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whether this is not all the immortality which Spinoca 
mqpns to claim . 1 One thing is evident ; — that htfhas not 
yet withdrawn from the word " eternal'* its meaning of 
infinitude of Time : so that what he olaima — be it for 
the individual or the universal Reason — is perpetuity. 

It is not without further modifications that the 
doctrine takes its final form. The "Short Treatise” 
shuts up^he case for the soul in the definite alternative, 
— Union with the Body, — Union with God; — as if 
“ the Body ” and “ God ” were unconditionally antithetic, 
and as if “the Soul” — itself only “the Idea of the 
body"* — were not necessarily united to both. Two 
classes are thus formed of cases absolutely separate. 
In the Ethics, the line of division is run within each 
individual soul : so that in all of us, in several degrees, 
there is a part of the mind that perishes with the body, 
and a part that is eternal. The line is the same that 
separates in us the twp conterminous Divine causalities, 
viz. the infinite and timeless ground of our essence (ratio 
essendi) ; and the finite and successive links which con* 
dition our existence. On the one side, therefore, is our 
rational nature which sets us at one with the reality 
of things ; on the other, the imagination with its en- 

> Compare «a admirable statement of tbo opposite opinion by Big- 
wart, in his 8pinosa’s Nenentdecktor Tracts t, pp. SMS and 93. M. 
Fanl Janet also finds in the ** Short Treatise ” the doctrine of not only 
the immortality of the individual son), bat ite “eternity” (te. pee- 
existence also) ; and the saaa in tha Ethics, except that It la than 
made to net on the distinction of adequate from inadequate idea*. 
Dies, Thomme at la bdatftnde, tradnit, Intr. p. ale, 

* Da Deo, etc., App. IL SnppL MS. 
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thralling emotions, the memory with its phenomenal 
record, %nd all those differences, superinduced on Jhe 
universal sameness of truth, whereby one mind is dis- 
tinguished from another. The whole of this lower 
province is submerged and vanishes in death : the 
upper one, which may be formulated as the “ Intel- 
lectual Love of God,” remains and is eternal. 

But the predicate “ eternal,” besides being applied 
no longer to classify minds, but now to divide each of 
them, acquires also a new meaning. It is liberated 
from all relation to Time , 1 except to negative it 
entirely. Instead of expressing anything about the 
quantity of duration, or the absence from it of a 
beginning or end, it is to be withheld from things that 
can have a past, present, and future, however long they 
last : and it is to be carried out of the field of relative 
being, to mark absolute necessity, whether of existence 
or of thought, — in the former case, reality; in' the 
latter, truth, — both of which melt into one in Spinoza's 
“ union of the mind with God.” 

These things being premised, the reader may at- 
tempt the riddle of the following propositions (Eth. 
V. xxii. and xxiii.) : — 

“ xxii In God then ia necessarily an idea, expressing under 
the category of eternity the essence of this and that human body. 

“ Proof . — Not only of the existence of this and that human 


1 Eth. ILxlir. Cor. 2. Fundaments imtionis notions* sont qua ills 
expUcaat qw omnibus communis sunt, qusqoe nnllina rei sbtgolaris 
ssasntiam explicant; qtueque propterea absque nils tsmporis relations, 
ssd sab qasdsm ateraitstis specie debent condpL 
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body is God the cause, but of their eeeeuee ; which therefore 
must be necessarily conceived through the very essence of God, 
and that by a certain eternal necessity. This conception must 
necessarily be in God. Q.E.D. 

“ xxiil The human mind cannot be absolutely destroyed with 
the body, but something of it remains which is eternal. 

"Proof . — There is necessarily in God a conception or idea 
expressing the essence of the human body, and therefore 
necessarily belonging to the essence of the human mind. Now 
to the human mind we ascribe no duration definable in terms of 
time, except in so far as it expresses the body’s actual existence 
interpreted by duration and definable in time : t,c. we do not 
assign duration to the mind except while the body lasts. Never- 
theless, since something there is (by the foregoing proposition) 
which is by eternal necessity conceived through the very essence 
of God, this something,' belonging to the mind’s essence, will 
necessarily be eternal. Q.K.D. 

u Scholium . — This idea which expresses the body’* essence 
under the category of eternity is a determinate mode of thinking 
which belongs to the essence of the mind and which is necessarily 
eternal Yet it is impossible for us to remember that we hail 
existence prior to the body, since the body can have no vestiges 
of it, and eternity cannot be defined in terms of time or have 
any relation to time. But nevertheless we have in our experi- 
ence a perception that we are eternal For the mind is sensible 
no less of what it understands than of what it remember* ; since 
in the very demonstrations of truth the mind has eyes to see and 
observe things. Although therefore we do not remember that 
we existed before the body, yet we perceive that our mind is 
eternal, in so far as it involves the body’s essence under the cate- 
gory of eternity, and that this its existence cannot be defined by 
time or interpreted by duration. Our mind therefore can be 
said to last and to have existence in definite time, only so far as 
it involves the body's actual existence ; and so far only has it 
the power of determining the existence of things in time and of 
oonekving them under duration.” 
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The aim of these propositions is simpler thafL it 
seems. *They separate the “idea of the body" (which 
M is the first thing that constitutes the human minct”) 
into two, viz. that of its actual existence as a finite 
phenomenon ; and that of its defined nature or essence. 
Of these, the latter is not only in us, but in God, ie. is 
necessarily true ; the nature of the human body being 
what it is by reason of the attribute of Extension 
(constitution of Matter) ; and being, like every reality, 
attended by its idea in the attribute of Thinking. But 
the essences of tilings are eternal, being deducibles in- 
volved in the essence of God : so therefore (by the law 
of parallelism) are the ideds of them ; and, in particular, 
that idea of the body’s essence which belongs to, or 
rather is, the human mind. As identified with it, 
the mind is timeless ; lapsing into time-relations only 
when associated with the other and concrete part of 
the idea of the body, — as an actual object present in 
imagination. Does this reasoning bring out any other 
result than this: — that when human physiology be- 
comes an exact and deductive science from self-evident 
principles, the human mind will have knowledge 
secured against the wastes of timet It is only as 
identified with necessary truth that it is "eternal:" 
the "oculi mentis " are the "part” of it that is so ; and 
they are the “ips® demonstrationes.” Each "demon- 
stration” makes but one "eternal,” however many the 
individuals who “ see ” it, or the copies of Euclid that 
contain it: it goes home to a nature common to all, 
and not to the differences which mark off person from 
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pcayon. It is the universal organism of reason, the 
system of intellectual law, expressed in on* " mode 
of thinking,” which Spinosa sets free from time-rela- 
tions : and he by no means intends to constitute a 
population of “ eternals ” including as many individuals 
as can understand a proof It is as if "the mental 
eyes,” instead of being repeated in each of us, had pro* 
claimed their unity of function by being planted, like 
a telescope, outside us all, yet available for alL Then, 
whoever came and looked and passed away, the same 
vision would be there. 

Arguments of considerable weight, however, are 
adduced to show that Spinbza intended to claim for 
the human mind, so far as it is rational, personal self- 
conscious existence after death. The element which 
outlasts the body is the store of adequate ideas. But 
inseparable from every idea is the self-consciousness 
of it, — the idea idem ; and whoever has a true idea, 
knows that he has it and that it is true. If therefore 
death spares the contents of thought, it spares the 
self-conscious subject of it too. Nor is this law of 
connection, in Spinoza’s view, a psychological incident 
that can be limited to man and his present life ; but a 
necessity inherent in the eternal attributes ; whence it 
descends into man as one of their modes : M the idea of 
the idea must belong to God as well as the idea itself: 
if tiie idea itself belongs to God, in so far as he con* 
statutes the human mind, is. if it is in the human 
mind, then the idea of it, or the self-consciousness 
connected with it, must also be in the human mind .” 1 

■ Etk. II. xliO. 
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It belongs then to the essence of the human miyd’s 
adequate ideas, and must share their eternity . 1 

The force of this argument entirely depends on tLe 
meaning of the phrase “ human mind.” If it denotes 
a definite individual person, and if the surviving ideas 
are his, so, no doubt, must be the self-consciousness of 
them. But if it denotes that “ eternal mode of think- 
ing” which constitutes our nature intelligent, jhen the 
adequate ideas may be anywhere in that nature, and 
their survival mean no more than that neither you nor 
I nor any other mortal can carry them off into death. 
The inseparability of self-consciousness from them 
proves nothing, till we know whether he who has it is 
the same as he who had it and is dead. Be they only 
a necessary truth which, embodied in nature, is some- 
where reflected in thought, the requirements of Spinoza’s 
language are apparently satisfied. To regard it as 
teaching the continuity and eternity of the same indi- 
vidual self-consciousness, after death as before, when- 
ever adequate ideas exist, is to overstrain its meaning. 
It is difficult for a reader who carries to the Ethics 
the strong modern conception of personality to make 
allowance enough in his interpretation for the absence 
of it in Spinoza, with whom there is no mind as the 
subject of ideas, but only ideas that in the aggregate 
are verbally unified and called the mind. 

Besides the self-consciousness attending every idea, 
the mind, it is further urged, is actually constituted, ao- 

1 8m CSmanr, Die Lehrs Spinoca’a, IL v. 2 h. B. p. 123, from 
which thie argument to co ad enied. 
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coaling to Spinoza, by the idea of an individual, viz. 
the body : and if the body be individual, so fonts idea, 
t.f. the mind : which therefore, in its idea, is conscious 
of itself as an individual Now it is this very idea, 
viz. of the essence of the body, which Spinoza finds 
“ in ‘ God ' under the category of eternity and in the 
human mind as belonging to its essence, and rendering 
that essence “eternal.’* The part that is eternal is 
therefore self-conscious. 1 All that this argument estab- 
lishes is that one of the surviving ideas is the idea of 
an individual; but that the individual thought of is 
the individual thinking, is not proved. We must not 
confound individuality witfi sclfdom: every self is 
individual ; but not every individual a self : and the 
essence of the human body might be conceived as an 
"individuum" by a thinking power which did not 
appropriate it, just as any of us can think of another 
person's body or mind as a foreign object What con- 
stitutes it' an “ individuum," according to Spinoza, is a 
persistent ratio between motion and rest in the com- 
ponent molecules (he suggests 1:3);* and if such a 
ratio were on the list of deducibles from the constitu- 
tion of matter (attribute of extension), the human 
organism would be determined in euenee, as an “eter- 
nal" thing “ in God,” even though the finite conditions 
in the order of successive causality withheld it or 
removed it from actually adding. The essence of the 
human body as an “individual" is, to be an equili- 
brated system: its place under the category of “eter- 
1 Cuaanr, pp. 1SS-3. * D» Deo, eta, II. Prrf. sot*. 
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nity ” depends on its necessary connection with ^he 
primary* attributes of nature: its idea, as a reflex ^of 
its individuality, is that of a composite proportioned 
system, and contributes nothing new to the unity of 
self-consciousness which repeats itself in every idea. 
Instead of finding that unity in " the idea of the body ” 
and its reflection, Spinoza expressly insists on both of 
them being a complex of many ideas :* and so far as 
he provides for any theory at all of that continuous 
unity rests it on quite a different ground, viz. the pro- 
gress in infinitum of idea out of idea on the same base 
of consciousness. 2 

Nor are there wanting more positive indications of 
the impersonal meaning of Spinoza’s doctrine of un- 
dying ideas. “The love of God” (in which they are 
summed up) “ is,” he says, “ the most constant of affec- 
tions, and in so far as it is referred to the body, cannot 
be destroyed except with the body itself” * This limita- 
tion — “referred to the body” — means, it is evident, 
“regarded as personal” or embodied in this or that 
“individual:” and the love of God, thus qualified, is 
admitted to perish with the body. How else then are 
we to regard it in order to warrant its epithet H eter- 
nal”? as “referred to mind alone,” whether in this 
body or in that, in you or in me, in men now or then : 
“ the more men we conceive of as united with God, by 
this same chain of love, the more is the love fostered.” 
The eternal ideas are the truth which is identical in 

a Eth. IL sir. xr. * See tupra, p. 814 ay. 

» Eth. V. xx. Scboi 
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al^ understandings, and survives all oliange of its per- 
sonal organs. , 

We are indeed expressly warned by Spinoza against 
reading the notion of personal immortality into his 
claim of M eternity ” for necessary ideas. If it involved 
individual post-existence, it would no less involve pre- 
existence . 1 But from timdemm no inference can pass 
to any ( date or phenomenal state of things either a 
parte ante or a parte poet. If the eternal ideas have 
left our consciousness a btynk respecting the former, 
their relation to the latter is precisely the same. Their 
necessary character belongs to them simply as part of 
the eternal “ Thinking * attfibute of nature.* 

It only remains to point out the important fact 
that the word “ immortal ” disappears from the Ethics 
in favour of “ eternal," which is carefully explained to 
have not the same meaning ; and to state, that in the 
correspondence and other writings of Spinoza which I 
have not had occasion to cite no evidence occurs either 
for or against the conclusion drawn in the foregoing 
pages, unless silence be regarded as in itself significant. 

1 Eth. V. xsiii. SchoL, cf. xxxiiL ftcbol. 

1 For other model of retching the tune general conclueion on thii 
obecnreit question of Spinoza’i philosophy, aee Lotaij, Spinoza's Wijt- 
begeerte ; Me Hoofditnk, f (2 ttqq. (p. 204), and a critical notice of 
the tame, by Mr. F. Pollock in Mind, 1879, pp. 488-9. 
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POLITICAL DOCTRINE. 

• 

The link between Ethics and Politics is found in 
the proposition that, for the free and rational life 
nothing is so serviceable to man as concord, or so 
hurtful as discord, with his fellow-man. In society an 
adjustment is reached of human interests and passions, 
and a common good secured, by methods of fear or 
reason which, various as they are, historical experience 
has probably already exhausted. No new materials, 
Spinoza thinks, can be expected for the construction 
of a theory of the State. To know what human 
nature always is, and what in time past it has politi- 
cally done, is the only requisite. And as the root of 
that knowledge, we must assume at the outset that 
self-love is the one moving power in man, never 
disowned except in churches and on deathbeds, and 
in its several modifications of envy, pity, revenge, and 
desire of superiority, determining all social oondnct 1 

1 Tract* tu* Politico*, C. L, V. VL and Land, L 881-4. The numeri- 
cal references which follow will be to this treatise, where no ether is 
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I. Origin of tub State. 

The conception of Natural Right, from which Spin* 
oza starts, he thus elicits from his previous philosophy. 
The essence or definition of any natural thing may be 
given, without determining whether it exists and abides 
or not ; only in God are essence and existence one : in 
all else the power to exist js from him, not at first 
only, but imraanently. Now in him power, being 
absolutely free, is coincident with right: so therefore 
is the portion of it. which* is vested in each natural 
thing. Whoever acts according to his nature, then, is 
in his right, whether his act bo reasonable or not : he 
is only exercising his self-maintaining conalus, which 
attaches not to his reason in particular, but to all his 
affections as well What is good relatively to him 
being dependent on ills nature, he is the sole judge of 
it ; and if he judges foolishly, still the fool holds the 
same commission to exist as the wise. From this 
identity of right with might, it follows that another 
has right over me so long as I am in his power ; if by 
coercion, my body only is his ; if by persuasion, my 
mind is at the service of his will : nor am I in my 
own right, except so far as I can dispose of myself. 
My min d is my own, the more I can follow reason, 
and, when following it necessarily, is perfectly free. 
This natural right is not forfeited by any verbal 
promise to do what I am at liberty to withhold : should 
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my mind change, I hare the power and therefore Jhe 
natural jright to break the promise. 1 

By the. same rule, applied to larger groups, several 
persons uniting their wills gain proportionate? increase 
of power, therefore of right. So far as human passions 
prevent this concurrence, men are natural enemies; 
and ther power of an individual to protect himself 
against the rest is so small, that his right to do so is 
rather ideal than real ; and first assumes an operative 
existence, as a constituent of the mutual help and 
common rights of the united inhabitants of the same 
land; their right being greater the more numerous 
they are ; and each member’s right, in the ratio of his 
personal power to that of the whole. In short, he has 
simply what is left to him by concession of the com- 
munity ; and beyond this, is bound to obey the public 
commands. This power of the multitude is Govern- 
ment. It may be vested in a Supreme Head under 
any one of three forms : (1) a single person charged 
with the care of the State (Monarchy) : (2) the assembly 
of the Commonalty (Democracy) : (3) a Select Body 
(Aristocracy). 8 

From this genesis of governed society it appears 
that, as in the natural state anything possible may be 
rightfully done, there can, then, be no such thing as 
sin, unless indeed against one’s self; and that the 
agent is no more bound to be harmless than to be 
healthy. Till it has been defined by Government 
what may and what may not be done; there can be no 

* 0. IL L-xii. pp. 8844. * C. IL xiii-xrlL pp. 288-8. 
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rigljf and wrong, no jnst and unjust: they are die* 
tinguished only as obedience and disobedience to the 
State; prior to which all men have equal claim to all 
things. Property is the creation of Law alone . 1 

II. RlGtlTS OF THE SUPREME POWER.' 

Humqn life under government is called Civil ; the 
body enjoying it is the Staff : the affairs administered 
are the Commonwealth ; the individuals comprised are 
Citissci is, as partners in the benefits of the State, and 
Subjects, os amenable to its institutes. 

The Sovereign Right is tlie total natural right of 
the multitude with a common mind; against which 
each individual has no more right than belongs to his 
solitary force. He may do, for his own advantage, 
only what is allowed by the public decree, which 
defines what is fair anil unfair, pious and impious, and 
must be accepted even by tho unwilling. This secures 
a peaceful equilibrium, and gains for each far more 
than he surrenders. There are, however, gradations of 
State-rights and limits to them. They are greatest 
where they least neglect what is useful to alL They 
extend only to that which can be commanded by hope 
and fear; not, therefore, to inward feeling and convic- 
tion, or the procuring of acts which men would rather 

1 C. IL xriii.-uiv. pp. 290-2. Eth. IV. unit SchoL 3 ; Tract. 
TheoL-PoL, XVL, V. VL end Lead, 1. 659, 500 ; cL Uobbee, DeCIve, 
when iO the foregoing doctrine m*y be found ; in particular, vi. 9, 
IS, the tery language of which Spin oca evidently remembered. 

X 
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die than do. And they lose their force when so 
applied* as to raise conspiracy and armed resistance. 
Obedience to the sovereign right can never clash with 
obedience to God, rightly understood. For, true 
Religion is comprised in three things : (1) Inward 
belief and feeling : (2) Benevolence to others : (3) 
Expression in an outward cultus. With the two first 
the State requirements do not interfere : and about the 
third no one need raise a public disturbance, seeing 
that it is of no moment, good or bad, for the know- 
ledge and love of God. Every one, therefore, may look 
to his own private religion, and must leave “ the care 
of the public propagation *of religion to God, or to the 
sovereign powers that have sole charge of the well- 
being of the State.” 1 

Two States stand in presence of each other under 
the same conditions as two human beings prior to civil 
life. They are mutual enemies ; only, not being sub- 
ject, like men, to sleep, ago, and death, with more 
ability to guard against each other. Each, whilst free 
from fear of external power, is sui juris; but becomes 
alterius juris when in need of help: each having in 
itself the right of war ; but requiring, for peace, the 
concurrence of the other. An alliance between them 
is binding only so long as the conditions which recom- 
mended it are unchanged : should they alter, the con- 
tracting parties must revert to the rule Solus imperii 
summa lex. And in interpreting the treaty while it 
lasts each State has its own jurisdiction; and from 
‘ a III. L-x. pp. 892-6. 
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incqpnpatible decisions there is no appeal but to war. 
In ^proportion to the number of States commitflbd to a 
treaty is the competency of each diminished for resort 
to this ultima ratio, and the necessity increased of 
deferring to the will of its allies . 1 

The functions of the Supreme Power, which no 
private person cun assume without usurpation, follow 
from its jiature ; viz. to create Rights by defining 
what may and may not be done ; to make and inter* 
pret laws ; to determine War and Peace ; to judge the 
actions of all, punishing offences and settling disputes ; 
and, for these ends, to appoint officials, civil, military, 
judicial Iu exercising these functions, is tho sove- 
reign power incapable of wrong? If by “wrong” be 
mcaut what is against reason, certainly not : the State’s 
unlimited right is no guarantee against its playing the 
fool in the person of its Head, and docs not enable it 
to do so without incurring the contempt of its sub- 
jects : its power, therefore its right, stops at the impos- 
sible. But if by “ wrong ” be meant what is contrary 
to Civil rights, and may come under cognizance of 
the national Courts, in this sense, the Sovereign Power 
can do no wrong. If ever the common interests prove 
to have been sacrificed by the surrender of Natural 
Bights to that Power, the surrender must lie cancelled 
by insurrection. This is a reversion from civil right 
to the natural right of war ; and can never occur except 
through incapacity in the supreme Head to exercise its 
ri ght wisely for the attainment of peace and security. 

» C. III. xL-xrliL pp. 294-9. 
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It is idle to inveigh against the perversity of. the 
subjects ; where the causes of sedition are not renioved, 
tiie fault lies in the constitution or administration of 
the State. Nor can the mere prevention of disturb- 
ance through terror be accepted as realizing the ends 
of government : it is at best a truce and not a peace : 
among a conquered people it may suffice : but nothing 
short of a willing obedience, rendered in hearty and 
hopeful trust, should content the rulers of a free 
nation. This contrast was probably elicited from 
Spinoza by Machiavelli’s “ Prince for which at the 
same time he suggests, as a respectable motive, the 
wish to point out the 'folly (l) of committing the 
safety of a people to one man, sure (unless fool enough 
to reckon on pleasing everybody) to bq always tak- 
ing precaution against domestic enemies; and (2) of 
assassinating a tyrant without removing the causes of 
his tyranny. 1 From the tone of the passage in which 
this somewhat anxious apology occurs, we can hardly 
suppose that Spinoza would have accepted Goethe’s 
judgment on his doctrine, “Der Spinozismus, fest 
gehalten in der Beflexion, ist Mochiavellismus.” 

III. Monarchy. 

Adopting as exhaustive the threefold classification 
of governments, Spinoza proceeds to sketch in outline 
an ideal construction of each. Dangerous as it is to 
commit to one man the common safety of all, yet, if 

> C IY. pp. 28M08 ; Y. 303-304 
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gwe ^measured the worth of governments by stability 
ahyie, absolute Monarchy would stand in the first 
place, Democracy in the last This, however, only 
means that the obedience of slaves to their masters is 
surer than that of children to their parents ; servitude 
being at once simpler and lower than concord. As a 
hereditary king may be a child or an incapable, mon- 
archy coyld have no permanence, were not its rule 
practically in the hands of the entourage of tho Prince ; 
which, therefore, always supplies him with subjects of 
jealousy, and keeps him in dread more of his subjects, 
and especially of his sons, than of his enemies. Hence, 
he is apt to oppress the most ’influential, often the best, 
of his people. The throne must be surrounded with 
special provisions against these evils. 

It is due, perhaps, to Spinoza’s residence in Holland, 
and to the prominence of the Italian States in tho 
historical memories of # his age, that Cities cover nearly 
the whole ground of his political conceptions. Thus, 
it is according to their cities, single or grouped, with 
a country district round, that ho would have all tho civt* 
divided into clans (familiic), of given name and badge, 
and duly enrolled ; a suitable military training up to 
a given age being a pre-requisite to admission. Kach 
city must furnish and exercise its quota of horse and 
foot : and the General of the clan's united force bo 
elected for a single year without being re-eligible. The 
land and, if possible, the houses are to be public pro- 
perty, the rent* of which will supply the civil and 
military list 
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One dan being marked out as that of the I^gal 
line, the descendants of the kings shall form a body of 
Nobles , distinguished by the royal insignia. Marriage 
must be prohibited to the male blood relations of the 
reigning prince to the third or fourth degree : and no 
illegitimate child may have dignity or inheritance. 

Supposing the clans to be at most six hundred, 
out of each the King shall choose from three to five 
citizens, — one to be a lawyer, — to serve on his Great 
Council; one to go out annually, and the legal member 
to be elected in a stated year. To aid the choice, the 
King shall be furnished with a clan -list of qualified 
citizens above the age of fifty who have not yet served. 
The partial elections will prevent too many novices 
entering together. The Council is consultative ; if it 
is not unanimous after two or three deliberations, the 
King decides. For the validity of its decisions, all 
must be present ; members absent through illness send- 
ing substitutes ; through other causes, incurring heavy 
fines. With this body it rests to promulgate decrees; 
to receive, for the King, petitions, letters, ambassadors ; 
to educate, as guardians, the Royal children, the 
Senior Noble acting as Regent in case of the succession 
of a minor ; and to look to the whole administration. 
The Presidency of the Council shall pass, in fixed 
rotation, among the clans. It shall assemble four 
times in the year; and shall appoint, for daily official 
business, an Executive Committee of fifty, to meet in 
a room adjacent to the palace. In preparation for the 
work of the Great Council, five or six of the lawyers 
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sh^l lay the Agenda before the King, and bring back 
the questions for deliberation. No decision ehall be 
taken till a subsequent meeting; and in the interval 
each clan’s members shall separately consult upon the 
question at issue, and be prepared to report its single 
vote, — any clan unable to agree losing its suffrage. 
At the reassembling, the lawyers shall report the votes. 
Any measure supported by less than 100 shall be 
dropped: and among the remaining judgments, the 
King decides. 

For Judicial purposes a Council shall be formed of 
fifty-one or sixty-one Judges ; of whom no clau shall 
choose more than one, and {hat only for a year, to bo 
replaced by the elect of other clans. The votes of the 
judges shall be taken by ballot; and no sentence bo 
valid unless all are present. Similar local councils 
shall be appointed for each city. The confiscations 
and damages decreed by the courts shall bo answer- 
able for the payment of substitutes in both the General 
Council and the Judicial. 

Soldiers are to receive no pay except in time of 
war, and even then only so far as actually earned by 
daily service. For, in the “ state of nature," to which 
war is a return, every one tries to maintain himself . 
safe for the sake of liberty : and so the defence of civil 
society by war is only what tho citizens collectively 
have to do for their State, is. for themselves, whether 
they are in the field or not. The strange provision is 
added, that the officers are to have no pay, except 
plunder l 
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Ambassadors are to be taken only from the ^ass 
of Nobles, and are to be supported from the public 
Exchequer : in contradistinction from all Court officers, 
who are to depend upon the Privy purse, and to be 
excluded from all State appointments. 

The Crown is to be limited, in marriage, to rela- 
tions and citizens. It is to descend to the eldest son, 
never to a daughter : and, under failure of issue, to the 
nearest male relation, unless married to a- foreigner 
whom he will not divorce. The King being married 
to a citizen, the Queen’s blood -relations shall be held 
disqualified for State offices. 

There shall be no law about .opinions, unless they 
are subversive of the bases of the State. And churches 
shall be built at the cost of the worshippers. From 
every citizen shall be required an absolute obedience 
to all laws, however absurd he may think them . 1 

Most of the mechanism, whether of work or of 
checks, thus* constructed, sufficiently indicates its own 
purpose : but Spinoza appends to his description of it 
a vindication of its adjustments, which here and there 
gives further insight into his mode of thought. Not- 
withstanding the necessity for absolute obedience, it is 
compatible with Monarchy to place the foundations of 
the State beyond Kegal action. For in the original 
surrender of natural right, there may be a reservation 
of conditions approved by the will of the Supreme 
Power: as in the case of the "Laws of the Medes and 
Persians,” which even the Kings ” could not 

' * a VL W. 804-814. 
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togch; and of the sailors’ right, afterwards owned by 
Ulysses himself, to save their captain from ttys Sirens 
by binding him to the mast and holding him to his 
command. A fundamental law is the Sovereign’s will ; 
but the Sovereign’s will is not a fundamental law. In 
determining the bases of a State, regard must be had, 
not to the ideally, but to the practically best: for 
laws ** not execute themselves, but work through 
human instrumentality, and must not demand what it 
will not supply. Efficient watch over the greater good 
of his subjects the King cannot keep, without coun- 
sellors numerous, various, and old enough to have 
interests and feelings coincident with the public well- 
being. If war were the chief concern, fewer would 
suffice ; if peace were constant, no evil would arise 
from more. The chief domestic danger of Monarchy 
is obviated, by restricting the royal will to a choice 
among the results approved by the Great Couucil. 
And the danger of external wars is greatly lessened by 
reserving all fixed property for public ownership, and 
so throwing the energies of the nation into manufac- 
tures and commerce. And the soil of a country, as 
the great object of common defence , is rightly the object 
of common possession. A citizen army, with adequate 
frequency of change in its personnel, precludes the 
King from becoming an In\perator with a military 
court, saves the cost of mercenaries, and induces a 
general wish for short campaigns. By granting office 
for only a brief term, you widely diffuse the hope and 
the experience of public employment. In the case of 
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the Judges especially, the vigilance of expecting qp c- 
eessors jvill favour purity of administration ; whilst 
their large number (like the requirement of 100 votes 
for any measure in the Great Council) will baffle 
attempts at bribery and cabaL The exaction of unpaid 
service evidently cannot be extended from the soldiery 
to civil and judicial officers \ since the functions of 
the latter are not the universal duties of th§ citizen, 
but the special industry and skill which the whole 
community purchases from a qualified portion of its 
members. The succession to the Crown is made here- 
ditary, in order to mark that the election is in perpe- 
tuity, coeval with the institution of the State, and 
exempted from the liability to repeal which attaches 
to ordinary laws ; and to prevent the frequent and 
perilous reversion of the supreme power to the people. 
The restriction of the Noble class to the royal line is 
designed to emphasize the equality of the citizens at 
large. Against such wide and constant participation 
of the commonalty in civic affairs as Spinoza allows, 
objection may be raised on the ground that the plebs 
are ignorant and distrustful : he insists in reply that 
they are no worse than others, and hre more likely to 
be distrustful, the more they are distrusted. 1 This 
reply is perhaps aimed at Hobbes, whose poor opinion 
of human nature is less impartial than Spinoza’s, and 
concentrates itself more on the 14 profanum vulgus.”* 

* a VII. pp. 814.380. * De Cive, x. 14 ; Leviathan, ii c. 25. 
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IV. Aristocracy. 

The original Natural Rights may be devolved on an 
elect body of persons instead of on one; and if the 
vacancies in this body through death are filled up by 
election and not by inheritance, the Government is an 
Aristocracy, be the number of members what it may. 
The fewer these 1’atricians are the greater will be the 
danger of faction. For the management of affairs not 
less than 100 Optimi will be required : and as tho 
superiors in any society are hardly so much as three 
per cent of the whole, the patrician order should con- 
tain 5000. A government in such hands is more 
suited to an area containing, like the Low Countries, 
several considerable cities, than to a territory controlled 
from a single centre, as Rome, Venice, Genoa. It is 
more nearly absolute than monarchy, as its Head is 
never young or old or mortal, and needs no advisers, 
and persists with steady will. The practical limit to 
its power is the need of contenting its subjects: and 
there is little danger of tyranny over them, when the 
ruling body is latge, and therefore a united will un- 
attainable except by reason and right. It has, accord- 
ingly, some clear advantages, if it can be provided with 
the securities for peace of which monarchy admits. It 
is a fundamental characteristic that the governed are 
here not citizens but subjects, little different from settled 
foreigners. This affects the military system. Hie 
soldiery must have pay, as if they were strangers hired, 
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and should have promotion from the ranks open.to 
them, shprt of the post of General-in-Chief, who should 
be a patrician, serving for one year. The metropolis 
and frontier towns, being without citizen defence, must 
be fortified. The same characteristic affects the agra- 
rian system. To secure the subjects’ interest in the 
country, its land and houses should be their private 
property, subject to the payment of a part of, the pro- 
ceeds. In organizing the State, the ends to be kept in 
view are : (1) to maintain the ratio of the patricians to 
the whole; (2) to preserve equality among them; (3) 
to secure quick despatch of business ; (4) to keep the 
public good paramount; (5) to .have the patrician 
power in excess of the popular, yet without sacrifice 
of liberty. These ends have not generally been well 
realized by the historical course of such States. Aris- 
ing as colonial offshoots from democracies, they have 
retained the original equality of the first settlers, with- 
out extending it to the outnumbering multitude of new- 
comers or strangers already on the spot ; till by relative 
paucity and exhaustion of families they have passed 
into oligarchy, on their way perhaps to monarchy at 
last. The patriciate should never be less than a fiftieth 
of the population ; and should be composed hugely of 
members from the old families, though open at thirty 
years of age to other natives not disqualified by foreign 
marriage, servile birth, or mean trades, like those of 
wine-sellers and brewers. 

This dignified class, convened at a stated place and 
time, forms tire Great Council , the fountain of authority 
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from which all smaller bodies derive their functions and 
commission. The attendance of its members is to be 
imperative and secured by heavy fines. It is the organ 
of legislation, and also appoints to all administrative 
offices. The duty, usually devolved on a President of 
rank, of securing legal order among the members, is to 
be discharged by a body of Syndics, composed of patri- 
cians (numbering two per cent of the whole) not less 
than sixty years of age, and being also senators. To 
this Syndicate the remaining members of the Council 
and all State-Officials are to be amcnablo for alleged 
breaches of law ; its authority being supported by a 
detachment of troops. A* roll is to be kept of all 
patricians reaching the age of thirty ; and from a pay- 
ment of twenty to twenty-five pounds of silver by each 
young man on his election, and of a quarter of cm ounce 
yearly from every head of a family in the land, a fund 
is to be raised for salaries to the Syndics and Ministers ' 
of State ; into whicll may also be thrown the absence 
fines and some of the confiscations. The Syndics, with- 
out votes, Bhall have the first place in the Council ; 
shall convene it, prepare its business, and bring it for- 
ward by their Secretary : and no law can be passed or 
repealed without their recommendation and a majority 
of two-thirds or four-fifths in the Council. Govern- 
ment officials shall be appointed from a list prepared 
by a Committee of Council ; each name being separately 
submitted to the ballot. The Syndicate shall appoint 
ten or more of its members to sit daily with its President 
as a Court for trying State offences ; and this Court 
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shall be changed every six months, the same persons 
being re-jligible not till after three or four years . 1 

For executive purposes shall be formed from the 
Great Council, a Senate, charged with the promulgation 
of laws, the fortification of towns, the assessment of im- 
posts, the issuing of military diplomas, the answering 
of ambassadors, and the sending them forth on their 
appointment by the Council. To compose this body 
there shall be annually chosen four hundred patricians 
above fifty years of age (re-eligible after two years); 
who, with the Syndics will take up about the whole 
above that limit of age. One or two per cent of the 
export and import duties tnay be. assigned for their 
remuneration. No military office can be held by them 
till after two years’ retirement from the body, or by any 
living Senator’s sons or grandsons. To see that all is 
legally done, some Syndics should be present in the 
Senate without votes. 

Taking a hint from the Athenian irpvravela, Spinoza 
assigns to the four or six sections that make up his 
Senate, a rotation of Presidency completing itself in the 
year. From each presiding section, as its two or three 
months’ turn comes round, a certain number of mem- 
bers, chosen by the Senate and Syndics, are to form, 
with its President and Vice-President, a Committee 
of about thirty, in constant session for daily business. 
Its members are called Consuls: and their function is 
(besides convening the Senate, if demanded) to act for 
it when it is not sitting. Their short term and oon- 
* C. VIII. i-xxviii. pp. 331-841. 
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siderable number are provisions against corruption. 
Should they refer any matter to the Senate, it shall go 
to the vote at once if they have been unanimous. But 
if they bring rival proposals for decision, each shall be 
put in the order of its relative support, and be valid if 
sustained by a majority of both bodies. Should none 
of the proposals be thus sustained, they shall be recom- 
mitted, and brought back revised to an adjourned meet- 
ing ; at which not only Yeas and Nos shall be counted, 
but Doubtful s. If the Yeas are the most numerous, 
the measure is carried; if the Nos, it is lost; if the 
Doubtfuls, the Syndics shall bo added to the Senate, 
and the votes taken again, sitnply between Yea and No, 
and a majority determine the result 

In forming the Justiciary in an aristocratic State, 
the threatening dangers are lest patricians on the 
bench, in fear of another at the bar, should be lenient 
to his crime ; or, seeing a private enemy in their power, 
should unscrupulously crush him ; or, dealing with 
plebeians, should do them wrong. The Genoese pro- 
vided against these dangers by composing their courts 
of foreigners. In place of this extreme measure, it 
will suffice to make the judicial staff too numerous for 
bribery, and to change it partially every year ; to take 
the verdicts by ballot, and subject them, in’evidence of 
regularity, to be countersigned by the Syndics ; and to 
leave the appointments to the bench in the bands of 
the Council, with the proviso that no vote shall bo 
accepted from a patrician who has a near relation 
among the candidates. Besides the high courts, there 
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shall be a court for each city with State rights, its 
judges , being from the local patricians. Sui^ otfier 
than personal, ie. between municipalities, shall come tb 
the Council for adjudication. The Judges? emoluments, 
strangely enough, axe to depend directly and in detail 
on the damages awarded in civil causes and fines in 
criminal ; on the principle that the avarice prompting 
to severity and the fear to leniency wilfhbalance one 
another. Each provincial city, besides receiving back 
as Judges a portion of its twenty or thirty patricians, 
shall send another portion (three to five) by annual 
choice into the Senate, with a syndic for life. The 
Secretaries of the several public bodies described shall be 
chosen (two at least for each) from the plebs, and have 
no votes ; their term of office not exceeding five years. 

The Patricians shall be all of the same religion; the 
ohief ministers of which, authorized to baptize, corn 
secrate, and celebrate marriages, shall be of the same 
order ; though preachers may ’be from the plebs. 
There shall be national Churches, large and handsome : . 
but liberty of worship shall be allowed, on condition of 
its betaking itself to humbler abodes. It shall be 
open to private persons to set up schools and colleges. 
The patricians shall be distinguished by a special dress 
and title and have precedence everywhere. If they 
lose their property by misfortune, the public treasury 
shall replace it: if by bad habits, they forfeit their 
rank. 1 

A few simple modifications will adapt this oonstitu- 
* 0. YIIL xrix.-zlix, pp. 841-882. 
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turn to a. State in which several large and scattered 
cides^ave to be moulded into one politic^ organ* 
ilb. The Senate and the Judiciary form the links of 
union: Each city’s patricians, numerous in proportion 
to its size, form its Council, with local legislative and 
fiscal powers. Between city and city the common 
Senate will exercise jurisdiction. The 'Supreme Coun- 
cil of the Sftte need be convened only on great con- 
stitutional occasions to which the Senate is unequal. 
Before any new right is established, the Senate, through 
its delegates, shall consult the cities : and if they bring 
back the assent of the majority, the measure shall bo 
* valid. Each city shall shtfre in the appointment of 
the general Senate, the supremo Judges and the mili- 
tary olficers, by proportionate choice from its own 
patricians ; who shall also elect City Consuls, to act as 
fi, local Senate ; in which, if the number bo small, so 
*fhat the ballot does not ensure secrecy, the votes shall 
be taken openly. The local Judges shall be appointed 
by the Great Council, with appeal to tho Supreme 
Court. For supply of the Treasury the Senate shall 
make requisitions from the several cities, in proportion 
to their size ; and the local patricians shall raise the 
amount as they deem best. Smaller towns and villages 
shall be counted in with the population of the nearest 
constitutional city, and be under its government. 
These arrangements undoubtedly involve some delay 
before the political parts can arrive at united action. 
But, on the other hand, the competition among the 
cities for influence in the State, and the intimate 

T 
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knowledge of local needs given by a distributed muni- 
cipal adjninistration, turn the balance of advaAage*in 
favour of this form of aristocracy over the mofe 
centralized. That it did not last in Holland is due to 
the fact, that the Dutch gained the Republic by merely 
cutting off the head of the body politic, without sub- 
stituting any other provision for its unity : so that, 
when the need came to be felt of a visible depositary 
of the Supreme Power, it told at once in favour of the 
Stadtholder . 1 

It will be obvious to every reader that Spinoza’s 
" Syndicate ” is a “ Custos ” qui “ custodiat ipsos custo- 
des,” intended to prevent the mischief which a Dictator 
has often been appointed to cure. He justifies his 
preference of its constant vigilance, over the ruder 
provision for periodical or occasional crises of conges- 
tion and violent remedies. The latter are natural 
enough on Macliiavelli’s theory that the disorders of 
the body politic are due to its mere growth and, like 
those of the human body, come to a head at certain 
stages of life, and call for artificial help to free the vital 
power from oppression. They come, however, not in 
cycles or paroxysms, but creep on day by day through 
minute encroachments of human passion ; and are 
better warded off by wholesome daily life than fiercely 
encountered when they have become virulent. Even 
were the two treatments otherwise equal, a Dictator- 
ship is apt to fall as a prize to the proudest man : and 
Kingly power, once tasted, is not readily resigned. 

* C. IJL pp- 362-9. 



visa f a iv. INTERNAL STABILITY, HOW SECURED. 8S3 

Against private degeneracy, however, no Syndicate can 
avail %ut neither can the sumptuary laws #o often 
i&orted to: for no one is sufficiently hurt by the 
luxuries of another to care about the enforcement of 
such laws. The most effective check to the Sybarite 
tendency is to give the wealthy a better object than 
sensuous enjoyment, and, by placing public power 
within their reach, and visiting insolvency with dis- 
grace, to* substitute a worthy ambition for worthless 
indulgence. The affectation of foreign manners to 
which fashionable idleness is prone will be checked 
by the institution of a patrician dress. If once the 
citizens are animated, no longer by servile fear but by 
eagerness for honourable service and devotion to the 
law, there is no intrinsic reason why such an aristo- 
cratic State as has been sketched should not last for 
ever : for it is then upheld, not by reason only, but by 
the affections of men. External causes of ruin there 
may be : its internal stability is complete. 1 

V. Democracy. 

When the Supreme Council is co- extensive with 
the native and naturalized citizens, the government is 
a Democracy. Nor does it lose this character if, by 
fundamental law (ie. will of the Society), the functions 
of the Supreme Power are vested in a particular class, 
provided that class be permanently defined,— -be it by 
age or by station, — and not elected. The chance of 

> C. X. pp. 3SS4S4. 
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the trust devolving, under such restriction, on unquali- 
fied persons is certainly great, — but not perhaps* greater 
than in many aristocracies where nepotism prevails 
in the elections, unchecked by regard for the public 
good. Spinoza, however, enters on the consideration 
only of primary or unrestricted democracy, where no 
persons at their own disposal, and living honestly under 
only the country’s laws, are* excluded from votes in the 
Supreme Council. By the second of these qualifying 
clauses foreigners are shut out; by the first, women 
and children. The refusal of female citizenship Spinoza 
regards as an ordination of nature, founded on an 
inherent inequality in the sexes,, and especially on a 
tendency to dependence in women . 1 

Here, unfortunately, this unfinished treatise breaks 
off: nor can we supply the missing sequel in any 
tolerable way from his other writings. Twice he 
repeats the general theory (essentially that of Hobbes) 
respecting the origin of the State , 1 and once pronounces 
the form of a Republic the best ; for a reason, however, 
which takes no notice of aristocracy, viz. that violent 
and absurd decrees are less probable from a popular 
assembly than from a single will . 1 But the ground- 
plan of the Democratic State which his fragment has 
left blank is nowhere else filled in. His general 

* C. XL pp. 364 •«. 

* Tract. TheoL-Pol., XVI. XVII. j Eth. IV. rxxrii. Schol 8. 

* Tract Theol.-Pol., XVI. p. 557. The remark on the next png 
that the obedience of the slave is for the master’s good ; that of th 
child, for his own ; that of the subject, for the common good indudin 
his own, appears to be a reminiscence of Hobboa, De Cive, ix. 9. 
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program alone receives a few additional touches, and 
l^gnds itself into relation with some apparently abnor- 
mal historical constitutions. 

The means of maintaining State authority against 
private passions were sought, among Pagans, in the 
Deification of rulers; among the .Tews, in a Theocracy ; 
ijt. in a surrender of natural rights, not to Society or 
to a Prjnce, but to God alone. Thus was set up a 
“Kingdom of God," in which doctrines of religion 
were identified with laws, piety with righteousness, 
impiety with wrong, desertion of religion with enmity 
to the State, and martyrdom with patriotism. Here, 
all were equal, till the people interposed Moses as the 
vicegerent of God. Had he used his right of trans- 
mitting his function, a mere Monarchy would have 
arisen. By letting thp succession be determined pro 
re natd, he left the people in closer subjection. The 
Tabernacle was the Jtoyal Palace with Lovites os its 
chamberlains and Aaron as interpreter of the people’s 
prayers and tho Kegal will; but without executive 
or military power, which remained with tho twelve 
chiefs of the twelve tribes , 1 It was a fatal step 
(as always among a people with established laws) 
to set up a King. Previously, civil war had once 
occurred: subsequently, it was continual No less 
fatal is it to depose a king, once made; as may be 
seen from the results of the English Stuart Bevolution 
and Restoration.* 

> Tract. ThcoL-Pol, XVII. 565-574. 

* Id. XVIII. IL UL 587-691. 
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In drawing the line between natural rights sjir- 
rendered and those reserved, Spinoza really limits tty 
latter to inward thought and opinion, In all else the 
State is absolute ; having the right to treat as enemies 
and put to death all who do not accept its definitions 
of true and right ; to punish the expression of seditious 
opinions, e.g. that the sovereign power has not legiti- 
mate right,— that men are not hound by then; engage- 
ments,— that every one may live as he likes; and also 
to prohibit or control any external cultus and organiza- 
tion at variance with its own. But, except in the 
case of seditious teaching, it is not without preponderant 
danger that this right is rigorously exercised. It is 
the weakness of men that they cannot hold their 
tongues; and it is for the general good that their 
faculties should have free play. Suppression drives 
men, ay, and the noblest of them, to disaffection and 
artifice in the use of their best gjfts, and tempts them 
to treat legal obedience as impiety towards God: so 
that such laws are unavailing and mischievous . 1 

1 Tract. TheoL-Pol., XX. 602-610. 
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RELIGION. 

When a philosopher’s scheme of Metaphysics and 
Ethics has once bepn determined, it would seem im- 
possible that his relation to Religion should remain 
indeterminate. Yet among interpreters of Spinoza 
equally studious of his doctrine the utmost difference 
has prevailed as to the meaning of his theological 
language. Much of that language seemed to ring with 
the very tones of voices familiar and dear to the 
devout. Eckart and Tauler themselves could scarcely 
inculcate a more passionless quietism, or more im- 
pressively speak of the mind’s eternal part and its 
union with God in love. These characteristics appealed 
powerfully to the mystical tendency which from time 
to time rebelled against the hard Calvinism of the tow 
Countries : and within twenty yean of Spinoza’s death 
a sect arose there, under the influence of Pontiaan van 
Hattem, a pastor at Philipdand, and by its fervour 
and freedom attracted a considerable following, and by 
its strange interfusion of Spinoziam with evangelical 
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doctrine incurred the anathema of the Ohurch . 1 ^id 
again atyrat the beginning of this century the reaction 
from a mechanical Deism into romanticism in Art and 
Pantheism in Religion, led Herder 2 and Friedrich 
Schlegel 8 and Schleiermacher 4 to an enthusiastic sym- 
pathy with Spinoza’s apotheosis of Nature ; and drew 
from Hegel the memorable reply to the charge of 
impiety, that he might with better reason be ^ accused 
of “akosmism than of atheism .” 6 Even Coleridge 
defends, while he corrects, the religious side of his phil- 
osophy. “I cannot accord,” he says, “witte Jacobi’s 
assertion that Spinozism as taught by Spinota is 
Atheism. For though he will not consent *to call 
things essentially disparate by the same name, And 
therefore denies human intelligence to the Deity, yet 
he adores his Wisdom, and expressly declares the 
identity of Love, i.e. perfect virtue, or concentric Will, 
in the human being, and that with which the Supreme 
loves himself, as all in all. It is true he contends for 
Necessity : but then he makes two disparate classes of 
Necessity, the one identical with Liberty (even as the 
Christian Doctrine — ‘Whose service is perfect Free- 
dom ’) : the other, Compulsion, or Slaveiy. If Necessity 
and Freedom are not different forms of one and the 

1 Van der Linde’s Spinoza, seine Lehre and deren erste Nachwir- 
knngen in Holland, pp. 144-6. 

* In hia 11 Gott ; einige Gesprache iiber Spinoza's System," 1767. 

* Charakteristiken and Kritiken Ton A. W. Schlegel and Fr. 
Schlegel, B. i. (Recension dee Woldemar), 1801. 

4 Ueber die religion ; especially the celebrated apostrophe to 
Spinota, 8te Rede, pp. 47-8, of 4te AufL 1681. 

4 Die Logik Iter Th. B. f 60 (Werke, E vi pp. 109-11). 
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same thing, the one the Form, the other the Sab- 
stance, farewell to all Philosophy, and to al} Ethics. 
It is easy to see that Freedom without Necessity 
would preclude all Science, and as easy to see that 
Necessity without Freedom would subvert all Morals ; 
but though not so obvious it is yet equally true, 
that the latter would deprive Science of its main- 
spring, its last ground and impulse; and that the 
former would bewilder and atheizc all Morality. But 
never has a great man been so hardly and inequitably 
treated by posterity, os Spinoza. No allowance made 
for the prevalence, nay, universality of Dogmatism by 
the mechanic system in Ills age, no trial, except in 
Germany, to adopt the glorious Truths into the family 
of Life and Power 1 What if we treated Bacon with 
the same harshness?" 1 Even Ernest Kenan, in his 
Eloge on Spinoza, finds the culminating point of his 
character in its religious elevation. “ He was per- 
fectly happy : so he has said; let us believe it on his 
word. He has done more, he has left us his secret 
Listen, Sirs, Listen to the Jkcipe of the ' Prince of 
Atheists’ for finding happiness. It is the Love of 
God : to love God is to live in God.” " Believe him : 
he was the Seer of his age : no one in his time hod so 
deep an insight into God.”* 

1 From tome autograph marginalia of 8. T. Coleridge'* on ft copy 
of PftuWs Spinoza, lent to him by the late II. Crabb Kobiawm, and 
now in the library of Manchester New College, London. Nobs on 
Eth. I. xxviiL 

* 8pinoz* ; Conference k 1ft Haye, l# 12 Fevrfer, 1877j pp. W-16, 0. 
Land adduces yet another construction put upon SpUtoca'a doctrine i 
“Some one had made the discovery that ho had announced the Unity 
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It is no wonder that Spinoza, lifted on so brill jjmt 
a cloud # of admiration, has been carried into a kind 
philosophical canonization. Whether the. place assigned 
to him by these admirers, and the type of excellence 
for which they award it to him, are precisely what he 
himself would accept as congenial and own as true, 
may well be doubted. It depends upon this question : 
whether he and they use the word “ God ” in essentially 
the same sense; so that the system of thoughts and 
feelings, of which it is the centre, is really concurrent 
in the two cases. To this question let us turn. 

In all Eeligion there is a recognition of some 
Eeality behind Phenomena. In the first insftmce, it 
is conceived as a living and quasi -human agency, 
directing natural objects and events in conformity 
with changing moods and varying needs. In this 
stage, there is no definite limit to the number of in- 
visible beings supposed to people the universe: they 
will be counted only by the departments assigned to 
nature, and the tribes known among men. The con- 
ception formed of each will be in the highest degree 
individualized, being made up of qualities as numerous 

of Substance only for the uninitiated public, and that bis own convic- 
tion must be characterised as an Atomistic-automatic Pantheism.*’ Land 
refers! in evidence, to a posthumous work of Karl Thomas (Herbert- 
Spinoza -Kant, 1875), in which it is said that in the Ethics are two 
irreconcilable bodies of thought, woven into one texture with inten- 
tional art,— the ** Mystic-monistic Pantheism of Spinoatm,” and the 
u Atomistic-automatic Pantheism of SprnoKU* 9 It will bean ill day for 
the metaphysicians, when cveiy inconsistency of theory is thus charged 
upon artifice of character I Ter Gcdachtenis van Spinous, 1877, pp- 



CHAP. v. VARYING CONTENTS OF THE WORD "GOD." Ml 

aiyi distinct as those which enter into the idea of a 
particular man. The range will be narrow, but the 
life full and intense. In proportion as the unity of 
nature, and still more of humanity, comes to be appro* 
bended, and the separated provinces lapse into each 
other, the peopled heaven has its numbers thinned, and 
the federation of gods passes into tho empire of One. 
This oqp, being co-extensive with all that is known, 
is in effect Infinite in range ; and, as tho condition of 
whatever has come to be, is beforehand with it, and 
therefore Eternal. But the conception, in every step 
of approach to this boundless extent, necessarily drops 
some of its concrete. contents, viz. all that differentiated 
the departments now blended. To the essence of a 
being as universal nothing can belong which first 
appears in its particulars. So that when, in the 
natural expansion of thought, we reach the ultimate 
Unconditioned, it would seem that all Qualitiee are 
left behind, and we are delivered over to a Quantitative 
Infinitude, the mere blank form of all possibility. 1 
The question we have to consider is, whether we are 
to carry the word “ God ” all through this process, and 
still retain it at the very end. If so, we must ask 
nothing from it which this final stage does not supply. 
If otherwise, at what point short of the last, does the 
term insist on taking its stand ? 

i This is expressed by Spinoza in the maxim (npra, p. 1M), 
••Omnia determine tio est negstio : " every predicate you assign to a 
■abject abate it oat of something that was open to it before. From 
the Infinite there is no exclueioo i it is therefore indeterminate. In 
virtne of its containing everything, it contains nothing. 
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To guard against any arbitrary answer to this 
question^ we may submit it to a judge whose insight 
and fairness are above suspicion. “ The conception of 
God,” says Kant, “ is generally understood to involve, 
not merely a blindly-operating Nature as the eternal 
root of things, but a Supreme Being that shall be the 
Author of all things by free and understanding action : 
and it is this conception which alone has any interest 
for us.” And he who has it (Kant adds) is properly called 
a “ Theist ” in virtue of his belief in a “ Living God.” 1 

By this rule Spinoza’s philosophy does not fulfil the 
conditions of Theism. The relation of God to the 
totality of things he explains by. three equivalents : 
(1) Substance and Attribute ; (2) Essence and Property; 
(3) Cause and Effect : and from each of these he with- 
holds the “freedom and understanding” of which Kant 
speaks. Attributes belong to their Substance by in- 
herent necessity, and, as constituting it, differ from it 
only as the many from the one. Again, all the natures 
of derivative things flowfrom this or that attribute of 
God, precisely as the properties of a circle flow from 
its definition, i.e. without the definition understanding 
them, or being free to produce anything different 
And though Spinoza gives us no general doctrine of 
Causality, he lays down (as we have seen supra, p. 
202), — and directly applies to our present problem, — 
the rule, that “ an effect differs from its cause precisely 
in that which it derives from its cause." On the 

1 Kritik der ninen Vernunft, Tnnwend. ElafSantarlehre, hat 
Abachnitt, Bwwkiui Ed., ti p. 493. 
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strength of this rule, Spinoza insists that, since God is 
the cause of all things, in both their essence and their 
existence, there can be absolutely nothing in* common 
between their nature and His; so that if we choose 
to assign to Him such predicates as " intellect ” and 
“will,” these terms will bo as wide of their proper 
meaning as the word "dog" when applied to Sirius, 

instead of to the barking quadruped . 1 

• 

1 Eth. I. xvii. Sobol. On this argument Coleridge remarks i “A 
slight thread thin from which to aita|H*nd no mighty a weight as th<» 
non -intelligence of God ! The portion grounds iUolf on Bpinom'* 
arbitrary conception of Cause and Effort. Now it seems easy to answer 
that, an Gauge is an idea or mode of our intellect, therefore, by Bpinosa’s 
own rule? it cannot be sqeh in Goif ; ergo this consequence, i.e. that it 
must be essentially other than the Effect, does not apply " (marginal 
note ad loe). In direct contradiction to tho rule, whereby Spinoxa 
here provides for a total difference between a cause and its effect, he 
elsewhere lays down tho following “Axiom:" “That which has 
nothing in common with another thing cannot bo the cause of its 
existence” (Appendix I. to I)o Deo, etc., Ax. 6). And this principle is 
assumed and variously apiflied in tho Kthica, where interaction between 
things is made to depend on their common properties. It forms the 
3d I’rop. of Part I. “Where things have nothing in common, it is 
impossible for one of them to be the cause of the other.** It is tike basis 
of the doctrine of parallelism : "As there is no common measure of 
Will and Motion, neither can there be any comparison between power 
of mind and that of body ; and the force of the one cannot be deter* 
mined by that of the other* 1 (Eth. V. Prof.) His letters more than 
once state the same principle in general terms : “ When things have 
nothing in common with each other, one cannot bo the cause ol 
another M (quoted from Bpinosa by Oldenburg, Ep. 3) : and again (Ep. 
4), “Of things which have nothing in common one cannot be tho 
came of the other ; ” “for, since in the effect there is nothing in com* 
mon with the opose, all that the effect might have it would hare from 
nothing." And yet now we are told that “ the effect differs from the 
cause precisely in that which it derives from the cans# f ” 
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If this principle is good for the denial of Intellect 
and Will to God, it is obviously good for much mofe, 
and prohibits the ascription to him of anything what* 
ever that is found in originated things. It ought to 
reduce us to the silence of Agnosticism. But it does 
not hinder Spinoza from treating “Extension” and 
“ Thinking,” — which we certainly know by experience, — 
as Attributes of God, in virtue of which he is at once 
“res extensa”and “res cogitans,” like ourselves. He 
is the Immanent essence of all Matter and Mind. His 
relation to the one is equally his relation to the other. 
If he is Mind, he is also Matter : but, in truth, he is 
neither, not having the properties which belpng to 
them as Modes; but is the prvus or inner possi- 
bility of both. To determine Spinoza’s bearing to- 
wards Religion, the important point is to find what 
is meant by the phrase “ res cogitans ; ” and, in par- 
ticular, whether it describes a self-conscious Being, — an 
Infinite Ego. 

The affirmative is maintained by Trendelenburg 1 
and Busolt , 2 and, so far as the Ethics are concerned, 
by Sigwart 3 also; critics from whose judgments it is 
always hazardous to depart They rest their opinion 
chiefly upon Spinoza’s ascription to God of certain ideas 
not present in any human mind, and especially on the 
proposition: “In God there cannot but be an idea both 
of his essence, .and of all the necessary consequences of 

1 Hist. Beitr&ge stir Phil., B. ii. 69 seqq, 

• Grand* tig® d. Erkenntnisztheorie Sp.,117 s tqq. 

1 Neuentdeckter Tract 94-6. 
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his essence ." 1 They admit that an idea, though exist- 
ing only in the human mind, would still, in Spinoza's 
Shguagc, “be in God" (not indeed qud infinite, but 
as constituting the essence of the human mind): so 
that this phrase does. not per se imply a self-conscious- 
ness other than the human. But the particular idea 
which is here specified, viz. of God’s essence and all its 
consequences, is possessed by no human mind or minds .•* 
nowhere* can it be fouud in the Nalura Naturata: if it 
is “ in God,” it must bo in him os Natura Nat lira ns. 
And this is confirmed by the rule that ideas and their 
order correspond, term for term, with things and their 
order; «o that it is impossible that there should be a 
real existence without an idea of it. Now, in Spinoza’s 
view, Nature as a whole is such a real existence, — on 
“ Individuum ,” s — related to its contents, not as an aggre- 
gate to its parts, but as a concrete universal to its par- 
ticulars; the one Substance carrying the Attributes, 
and the Attributes tfieir Modes, and the Modes deter- 
mining the Singulars. Of this “ Individuum ” therefore, 
no less than of its derivatives, there must be an Idea ; 
which can be referred only to itself, as self-conscious 
subject . 4 Of this interpretation further evidence is 
found in the statements that “all ideas, referred to God, 

1 Eth. II. iii. This la also quoted u conclusive by Professor Van 
der Wyck in hia very interesting Address M Spinoza i.t. . a* justify* 
ing the statement, M His God is no blind productive Nature, no uncon- 
scious fecundity of things." M He denies, not that God is Iliad, but 
that, in the human sense, God is a person " (pp. 41*2). 

* Trend., op. cU. *0, «L 1 Eth. 1L xiil SchoL 

4 Busolt, op. ett 122*4. 
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are true, and agree with their objects;” and that “ideas 
which in us are inadequate are adequate in God.” *As 
, oSr ideas are often wot true, and, if errpneous, do rift 

'il 

turn into tftpth by being merely handed over to GrQd, 
this can only mean that, while humah minds are going 
wrong, the right ideas are all the while present to a 
universal self-consciousness, 1 

This evidence would be exclusive if by an “Idea” 
n the “res cogitans” Spinoza always meant a self -con- 
cious state; and if, onits being affirmed, our alternative 
vas, to find it either in ourselves, or else in an Infinite 
Personality. But neither of these conditions holds good, 
tt has been already shown' (pp, 190-2) that, asoSpinoza 
ivowedly identified Thinker, Thought, and Thinkable, 
the' 1,4 Idea” which attended everything mighty be any 
one of these, and need not have the self^cpnsciousness 
special to the first. The same rule which assigns an 
Idea of Itself to Nature or. God^no less supplies such an 
idea to everyj*ock and gas ; the inference which would 
|>e absurd in 'the latter case cannot be oblj^atdfy in the 
former. Indeed Spinoza hfauselfc on thievery ground, 
denira even Life to God, unless in a sense w^ch equally 
gives it to all bodies. 2 J* Idea” doge not imply self- 
consciousness. 

Not perhaps iny and every idea, it will be said: 

buttfsufely such an idea as is Here affirmed, viz. f of 
^ -t 

* 1 Trendy op. ciL 62. 

^ Oogit. Metaph. II. vi Si vita rebus etiam corporeis tribuenda sit, 
nihl writ vita expers ; si veto t&ntum iia, quibtu anima unite eat cor- 
*pori, Boluuuuodo horrifnibuvaj forte etiam bratis tribuenda erit ; non 
Vero mentibus, nee Deo. % 
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God’s essence and all its' consequences," dot* imply 
it. Certainly it does : but the next move in (he argu- 
ment, viz. that, in default of such idea in us, the self- 
consciousness of it must be referred by Spinoza to a 
superhuman Personality, oversteps the limits of his 
meaping, and docs not follow from his language rightly 
understood. An idea, ho tells us, may bo "in God" in 
two ways : either “ in Odd as constituting the essence 
of the human miml” {and then it is in man): or “in 
God as infinite/' ic . as comprising, along with this 
essence, all other ideas (and then it is in nature, though 
not yet in man). And he expressly states how. ho 
employ® these two # phraseS, — the qualified and the 
unqualified : viz. the former to designate our adiquaU 
ideas ; the latter our inadequate , that as yet fall short 
of the truth of things: ip both instances human con- 
ditions of thought; in the one case actual ; in the other, 
with connotation of relative defect and future 'possi- ■* 

bility . 1 Spinoza’s phraseology, therefore , 4 #hen referring 

; : > 

1 Eth. II. xl (Jor. ” Hence it follows that the human mi ml is ]«trt 
of the infinite intellect of God. Anil, therefore, whan w« way that the 
human mind|wrceivcs this or thAt, it is tantamount to saying thfct 0<xl 
has this or that idea,— I sot indeed aa Jn finite, hut as expressed in the 
nature, or constituting tha essence of the human min<L Ami when we 
say that Go<l baa this or that idea, not os only instituting the essence 
of the human mind, but os having along with the human wiin«^[tho 
body** idea], also another thing's idea, this is to say ttj§t the human 
mind perceives the thing partially or inadequately.^ Among the many 
things involved in this important jassage, it is clear that the •* lnfttte 
intellect*' refers exclusively to the Thinking Modes of the j Vatum 
naturata ; and is not inoonaistent with fn deni*! of Intellect to God 
tni& 

Z 
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an idea to God, does not in any case require us to 
travel beyond the finite minds that have it, or may have 
it, and to set up a separate Absolute subject These 
minds in limitless number, and in series without be- 
ginning or end, he takes together as forming an “ infinitus 
intellectus indefinitely competent to reflect the neces- 
sary order of the world: and true ideas not present 
here and now may enter there and then. This is the 
explanation of passages in which the context requires 
us to supply a self-consciousness. Where this is not 
the case, an “ idea in God ” means a Rationale or intel- 
ligible principle embodied in the system of things, and 
deducible (whether deduced or not) from the primary 
attributes of nature. The fact that the world is reducible 
to a theoretic order, and that to the Necessity of things 
there is attainable an answering Necessity of thought, 
is regarded as its inherent “ idea,” or “ idea in God.” 
The determining equation, into which all the relations 
are gathered up, is really there : latent or patent, there 
is provision for its coming into conscious apprehension : 
but it may long remain a hidden presence of truth 
before it is adequately overtaken by any actual intel- 
ligence. It is in thiB sense that Spinoza declares the 
idea which in us is inadequate to be adequate in God: 
confuse it as we may, there it lies in nature, dear and 
complete, if we can but get to see it right. 

The very form of Spinoza’s phrase in claiming for 
God an idea of his essence and its consequences seems 
at variance with the inference drawn from it Had he 
been describing the contents of an Infinite and Eternal 
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Personality, he would have affirmed them air\w, as 
absolute realities: “God has an idea;*' “God thinks 
infinite tilings in infinite ways," etc. : those would be 
immutable momenta of the Being of beings. Instead of 
this, Spinoza uses only the language of Modality : “ there 
must be in God" (necessario datur); “God can think 
infinite things," “ God can form (formare potest) an 
idea of his essence and of all that necessarily follows 
from it. Here we have the dialect, not of ontology, 
but of genesis: and it can be only of finite minds that 
he can affirm the groivlh or formation of an idea, and 
the “ ability " to follow it out to its logical consequences. 1 

Ther$ is nothing then in the phrases so ingeniously 
borrowed from the vocabulary of Theism, to contradict 
or qualify the much plainer propositions which exclude 
all Divine self-consciousness and personality, and con- 
stitute a system of pure Naturalism. The denial of 
Intellect and Will to the nature of God has been ex- 
plained away by appeal to the familiar distinction 

> Eth. II. iiL 

* In closing this argument I am tempted to cite a curious testimony 
unwittingly borne by Busolt against his own opinion. Defending the 
personal self-consciousness of Spinoza's God, be refen to Trendelenburg 
as an ally, in the following qualified terms t "Trendelenburg assumes 
the self-consciousness in the treatises above mentioned, especially in 
it 45 /?■ In some passages Trendelenburg speaks so that one might 
at first, — and this is really the case on the Attribute-question, — take 
him as a representative of the opposite view i compare li. 55— 'The 
finite thoughts, of which one determines another in infinitum, together 
form the infinite understanding of God”* (p. ISO). This statement, 
which favours "the opposite view,” is not Trendslsnbtug’s but 
Spinoza's, in Eth. V. xL Scholium. 
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between the originating intelligence which precedes^ its 
objects £nd the sequacious which learns them wh^n 
given : and it is suggested that the latter only is excluded 
by Spinoza. Among several reasons, two especially 
forbid this interpretation — (1) Intellect and Will are 
related to the nature of God, on the side of the thinking 
attribute, precisely as Best and Motion, on the side of 
extension : i.e. they are immediate Modes of their attri- 
bute, answering so exactly to the other pair as to be 
simply their translation into thought As there can be 
no rest and motion except in particular things, so neither 
can there be intellect and will : and the latter can as 
little as the former be attributed to God quit Natura 
naturans. 1 This statement is expressly made to cover 

1 Eth. I. xxxii. Cor. 2 ; cf. xxxi. Coleridge's manuscript note on 
tliis corollary (denying Intellect and Will to God) shows his desperate 
desire to save something like Theism for Spinoza : “ But what entitles 
Spinoza to divide the consequence {i.e. intellectus) from the ground? 
A cogitatione infinite intellectus infinitus debet sequi, imo et voluntas 
infinite ; ex his vero omnia alio, — quod et sacrosancta Trinitas innuit, 
Spinoza himself speaks of the intellectus infinitus Dei, p. 87 [i.e. II. xi. 
Cor. See si ipra t 337, note]. But if Spinoza affirms only that God is 
it not as the b M xac n 8e6f, but eta b iraHip begets or produces it, he 
does not essentially differ from the Catholic Church ; nay, even his 
denial of the Incarnation of God may be charitably interpreted as a 
denial of the heresy of the Sabellians and Fatripassionists. Spinoza's 
great defect is that by commencing with two attributes exclusively, 
though he admits infinite (in the sense of innumerable, which 1 once 
without reason doubted), he gives no explication of Life, or the pheno< 
mena of life, as pleasure, pain, etc. And doubtless nothing can b< 
more arbitrary than to make the Will a mode of Intellect, when it had 
been far more philosophical to have reversed the position, and made 
the Will the absolute ground. And thus indeed Spinoza may be inter- 
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" infinite" as well as “finite” intellect and wilL (2) 
If Spinoza had meant to exempt originating* intellect 
from his denial, he could not have thrown himself so 
vehemently into the lists against all teleology: for 
intellectual origination without thought thrown forward, 
i.e. without contemplated ends, is inconceivable, and 
disappears in an empty phrase. Creative ideas, which 
ore priof to the things created, and involve “ all that is 
to follow from what is now,” act with a future in view : 
and if not with a view to the future, it can only be 
because the action is involuntary, — a foresight of what 
must he, — presenting, therefore, a combination, not 
admissible by Spinoza, of intellect without will. What- 
ever intellect you save to a God who acts only out of 
the necessity of his nature, is in no contrast with the 
human, but of precisely the same sort : t’.e. it is not 
prior to its object ; it understands what is already there 
(the Divine nature) ; .and from this foresees what will 
ensue ; — a process identical with scientific prediction. 
There is no room, therefore, in this doctrine, for the 
alleged distinction : and the denial of intellect like ours 
is a denial of intellect ex toto. 

The attribute, then, of “ Cogitatio ” means no more 
than the common ground in nature of those phenomena 
which are not referable to the constitution of matter, 

preted: there are several passages that would allow ua to consider 
Substantia not dogmatic «, ix. as a Thing — Ur-tach * — but as an stomal 
orf— cans* sui : and thns we should have a If' ill as the Subtlaitt, and 
cogitatio and extensio (the latter being only Imaginatio objective et 
reali% the eternal act of manifestation) as its two attributes." Spinor* - * 
M m* covert many strange things : but what next f 
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and which in man emerge into self-consciousness. JCo 
the Natyra Naturans none of the characters of mind 
which a self-conscious being has can be assigned . 1 

Let us suppose, however, that this question were 
decided the other way, and that the Spinozistic God 
were a self-knowing and omniscient subject. This 
concession would still be inadequate to meet Kant’s 
conditions of “a God that can interest us.” For, his 
Thinking attribute has no acting contact with that of 
extension; and the whole genesis and history of the 
material universe obey a blind causation, and are none 
the better for any Divine knowledge or intelligence. 
No idea in God can set up or modify or destroy any 
creature, inorganic or organic : it can only determine 
into existence another idea, and thence another, etc., 
in infinitum, each necessarily sequent and without 
alternative throughout the series. Spinoza makes it 
a merit of his philosophy that ,it treats the human 
mind as "a kind of spiritual automaton .” 8 Not only 
does the remark apply to the total Thinking attribute 
of the universe, but his whole theory of God exactly 
presents, in its principle of parallelism, the modem 
doctrine of automatism. In whatever sense the res 
cogitans and the res externa are ultimately one, each 
carries its own necessary causality, and is wholly in- 
operative on the other; so that each would go on the 
same though the other were away. 

* Ep. 64. 

1 De IntelL Emend., V. VL end Lend, I. 29. "Qnaei allqnod 
eutometnm ipiritoele." 
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' After thus excluding all ideas from physical action, 
it was superfluous for Spinoza to establish ^ special 
disability against “ the idea of the good " (ratio boni). 
But he is conscious of the resistance which he must 
expect from the prevalent belief in Creative and Provi- 
dential design, and makes efforts more strenuous than 
patient to break it down. Admitting nothing to be 
possible^ except the actual, ho rejects the Cartesian 
doctrine that even mathematical truths owe their cer- 
tainty to the will of God , 1 and identifies the necessity 
of things with an absolute necessity in the Divine 
nature. That nature acts because it exists, and as it 
exists, &nd can no more do* anything different than be 
anything different It has no alternatives; it knows 
no degrees of comparison, — of better or worse, — no 
antitheses, — of true and false, of right and wrong ; but 
subsists exclusively in the positive and determinate. 
In such a nature, all action is from the past, not for the 
future, which, if foreseen, is predetermined.* The esti- 
mates of good and evil, of beauty and deformity, of 
order and confusion, which in us supply motives to 
conduct, are wholly relative to our finite constitution, 
am| have no meaning for the world as a whole.* The 
preconception of such relative pleasures and pains con- 
stitutes desire and aversion in us, really impelling us in 
a determinate manner ; but, in ignorance of this, we 

* Descartes’ Med. Bdponam sax 5me* Objections, Cousin, it 487. 

* Eth. L ttsUI. ScboL 4, ct II. vL Car. Esse formal* reran, 

qua modi non rant cogitandi, non wquittur idco ax dirina natara, quia 
tea prior cognovit * Set ntpra, p. 4M ttjj- 
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ftaoy oradve, free, and credit onreelvee with tire 
selection # of one out of several possibilities ; and thei^ 
carrying the illusion up into the nature of God, we 
ascribe to his selection ( whatever pleases us in the 
system of' things, and excuse, on imaginary grounds, 
whatever shocks and repels us. But it is a mere 
anthropomorphic superstition thus to apply the human 
analogy to the Divine Being. For the universe there 
is no ideal standard of perfection : each of its contents 
is right according to its might ; and if men and things 
are found of every grade, when measured by our rules, 
it is because, within the compass of infinitude, nothing 
can be absent which can exist at all . 1 

This surrender of all things to unlimited Nature- 
powers, unguided by Ideas, is at once a reproduction of 
Lucretius and an anticipation of Haeckel, and identifies 
Spinoza’s relation to Theism with theirs. Like Scho- 
penhauer and Hartmann, he included Ideas among the 
Nature-powers, and might therefore, like these philoso- 
phers, have retained a teleology of “ the Unconscious,” 
had he not established an impassable gulf between the 
physical and the ideal functions of nature: but this 
compelled him to ignore a system of relations w^ieh 

1 Eth. I. Appendix. Coleridge says : “Hsnc sppendicem inter iaflniia 
SpinoziB ratiodnia nmlenter statuo, et qua) in omni parte indigcntiam 
sanioris critices aperte testator. Contra sun ipsius printipia affection™ 
Tem ports, Post et Prius, cum Ente Iwmo coimniscct, ct Sophia tam 
contra Sopliistas agit." lie adds : “ Nowhere does Kant manifest bis 
superiority to all preceding philosophers more convincingly than in 
this question of Final Causes. Vidt his Ground Unique of Demonstra- 
tion of the Be^Sig of God, end the chapter in his Urthcilskrsft.” 
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constitute tbe very key of interpretation to the organic 
'Srorld. Had the Substance in which the Nature-powers 
coalesced been a self-conscious Superior to both, instead 
of a neutral abode of their duality, their mutual play 
and* evolution might have been no blind tentatives to 
exhaust the permutations, hut the provided conditions 
of an unfolding history. But by leaving as <*PXV a more 
nominal receptacle, his Nature -powers became really 
primary, and took their undirected and independent 
initiative, without either conscious or unconscious teleo- 
logical activity. This position is surely a step further 
from Theism than that of the Frankfort pessimist. 

Yrit Spinoza had to make some involuntary conces- 
sion to the doctrine which he assailed. What was that 
“ conatus " — that effort to assert and enlarge its nature 
which he claimed for every object in the world ? Can 
it be conceived except as a force directed to the realiza- 
tion of an idea? — a force, not blind and neutral, running 
off into any channel of least resistance, but selective of 
a definite end? The “essence" of a thing which is 
credited with this “ conatus ” is not a body that pushes 
and pulls, but a set of co-ordinated relations, involving 
immanent idea : and though of course an adequate 
executive causality must be there (for, to gain an end, 
there must be power), yet its instinctive direction on its 
appropriate object, — light for the eye, water for the 
thirsting lips, truth for ve understanding, — is prophetic- 
ally determined by the needs and adaptations inherent 
in the nature. Spinoza, with all his strength, could not 
break the evident ideal relation between what is and 
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what is to be in the scheme of things ; both are built 
together into the structure of the world And th^ 
attempt to ride from behind on the back of efficient 
causation into a dark future can succeed only by shutting 
the eyes to the clear fall of the light in front. 

The objection to predicate of “God” anything that is 
found in man comes the less appropriately from Spinoza, 
because his own conception embodied in that word is 
wholly made up of human predicates; and in no system 
more than in his do the two natures stand in the re- 
lation of microcosm to macrocosm. The two known 
Attributes of Extension and Thought are simply the 
two factors of our own life thrown into universal form. 
Further, in order to learn the first, we go to school to 
our own body, and thence, as a base, plant out other 
bodies in space, and affirm as common to all what is 
familiar to us at home. Similarly, we become acquainted 
with what Thinking means by the sample of it in our- 
selves; and though we follow out the res cogitans to 
infinitude, we do but look in our own glass. Nay more : 
this very “mind” in us is itself constituted by the 
“idea of a single thing,” viz. “our own body:” so that 
from the farthest excursions through the cosmos and ^to 
the “ Causa sui ” we are driven in to our own organism 
as the focus of cognition. This surely is not merely a 
geocentric, but an anthropocentric, projection of the All 
and the Divine nature. That ft is so may be no just 
ground for reproach : but at all events, it disarms the 
lofty rebuke of all human analogies that mingle with 
religious conceptions. 
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The conclusion to which this review of Spinoza’s 
j^osition conducts us is obvious enough. If ye adhere 
to Kant’s interpretation of the word “God,” it is impos- 
sible to claim Spinoza as a Theist, or even as a Pan- 
theist: for neither as “Immanent,” nor as “Transitive” 
and Creative, did he acknowledge “a Supreme Being 
the Author of all things by free and understanding 
action.” By this criterion Jacobi was certainly justified 
in classing him with Atheists The just abhorrence of 
intellectual persons for the “ odium theologicum,” and 
the generous rule to give no one a name which he dis- 
owns, have nearly banished this word from our modern 
vocabulary : and if .its disuse by calm and judicial men 
would save it from abuse by passionate advocates, it 
might well be dropped. But a right use of language is 
a better corrector of wrong than mere disuse : and, logic- 
ally, it is as little possible to spare the word Atheist as 
the cognate terms of the same group. As there are and 
always have been people who believe, so there are and 
always have been people who disbelieve, the governance 
of the world by a “ Living God and we cannot dis- 
pense with a name for each. The duty of applying to 
no one a term which he disowns is conditioned on his 
not altering its meaning in order to disown it: the 
obligation is reciprocal, resting on a common understand- 
ing, and violated by tricks of perversion on either side. 
The Homans had no right to chatge atheism on the 
early Christians for not believing in Jupiter Capitolinas. 
On the other hand, it is no valid disclaimer to say, “ I 
am not an atheist, for I believe in a First Cause/’ if that 
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first cause should happen to he hydrogen, or other blind 
element of things. It cannot be desirable that the wor^ 
“God” should be thrown into the crucible of meta- 
physics, and reserved for any caput mortuum that may 
be left when the essential constituents of its meaning 
have been dissipated. 

It must be admitted, however, that less meaning is 
usually expected from the syllables — “ theism " — when 
taken into the compound “Pantheism” than when stand- 
ing as an integral word. As soon as the controversy came 
to turn, less upon what the universal power is, than 
upon where and when it is, all forms of Immanency found 
shelter under the same name, though only the highest 
form recognized Mind in the All, and others reduced 
the principle to Life, or, lower still, to physical Motion. 
Under Pantheism, with this extended signification, the 
system of Spinoza undoubtedly comes. Yet, if we try to 
place it in any one of the three members of this group, 
we cannot do so. By its Attribute jf Cogitatio it seems 
to seek admission to the first : by that of JExtensio to 
pass into the third : so that its apparent ambition is to 
hold the two in equipoise, and suffer neither the Ideal 
nor the Material to rule, except as two Csesars, with an 
inaccessible Augustus (alas ! a nominis umbr?) behind. 
A philosophy that takes its stand on so dizzy a position 
is sure to lose its 'equilibrium : and under the breath of 
opposite tendencies Spinoza’s overbalances itself now in 
one direction, and then in the other. No sooner does a 
mode of the res cogitans reflect upon itself than “idea” 
produces “idea idese ” tn infinitum, without any cone- 
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sending multiplication on the parallel line : so that a 
boundless numerical preponderance accrues to the ideal 
side. But, on the other hand, the initial idea is in every 
case the “idea of a body,” so that without the latter the 
former would not be : and thus a priority is secured to 
the material side as the condition of the ideal An 
oscillating ascendency is the inevitable result, and the 
system verges to the right under the positive magnetism 
of HarSenberg’s genius, to the left under the negative of 
Clifford’s. If we have rightly interpreted it, it matters 
little to its religious relations which way it leans : for 
even under a dominant immanency of the ideal attribute, 
it is impossible to make A ‘religious object of a mere 
potentiality of Thought, without Understanding, without 
Will, without aim or preference, without affection or 
character, and without power over anything materiaL 
The logical estimate of a philosopher, however, is one 
thing : the personal is quite another. Though Spinozistn 
is anti-theistic and lias no valid excuse for retaining the 
word “ God,” there may still have been something con- 
genial to Spinoza himself in the continued use of conse- 
crated language which could never quite lose its glow : 
and he may have loved to linger in a mystical penumbra 
of his early faith, even when the Sun of Israel had 
become eclipsed. Though the only “Love of God" 
which remained possible was “the Intellectual,” it is 
possible enough that a mere homage to the truth of 
things may have transferred to itself the fervour and the 
peace of a deeper worship ; and that some rush of “ cos- 
mic emotion ” into the vacant place may have wrung from 
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him those wonderful propositions in which the last book 
of Ethics emerges from “geometry” almost into rhapsody^ 
Self-surrender to the order of nature is the “intellectual " 
side of the moral surrender into the hand of God. 
Spinozism contains no ground of Duty, as distinct from 
Prudence. Yet Spinoza’s moral ideal was high and noble, 
loftier far than its narrow base can support: and his 
indignation and disgust at mean and corrupt inferences 
from principles affecting resemblance to his own attest an 
ethical purity and depth which rather leads than follows 
his theoretic judgment . 1 Spinozism declares self- 
assertion of the individual nature the spring of life and 
the warrant of conduct. Tec by no moralist are°larger 
demands made than by Spinoza on forbearing and gene- 
rous affections; even to the desiring for all the same 
good which we seek for ourselves, and the conquest of 
hatred by persistent love. These contrarieties between 
the assumptions and the conclusions of his thought may 
doubtless be sometimes referable to an esoteric and 
exoteric mode of stating his judgments : for both his 
personal caution and his tenderness towards others led 
him to this. But in his own sincere personality there 
was also a conflict between the clear cold intellect 
from which he took his start, and a certain Southern 
fervour, smouldering beneath the surface, but ever ready, 
at the touch of a gentle breath, to kindle affections and 
convictions beyond the control of logical restraints. 

1 See Ep. 44, ill which he describes the shock he hsd received from 
t hook, "Homo Politicos,” described supra, p. 93. 



CHAPTER VI 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY* 

The system of thought presented in the foregoing 
chapters Spinoza regarded as the pure product of 
Reasonjnterpreting the permanent order of Nature. It 
is true that the fortn which it took in his own mind 
was in part determined by his Israelitish preconcep- 
tions ; without which he would hardly have designated 
the supreme Unity of the world by the word w God," 
so as to retain for his monism some colour of mono- 
theism. But this feature, whether due to inward pre- 
ference or to art, has no religious significance. What 
he has to offer is a Philosophy, to philosophers: and 
beyond this inner circle, of persons competent to think 
out for themselves their place and relations in the uni- 
verse, he does not expect his persuasion to extend. 

Around this small enclosure, however, and inter- 
locked with it at every part, lives and moves the 
common throng of human beings, who also have to act 
and suffer, but cannot wait for a theory to do it worthily. 
For their guidance there must be and there are, in every 
society, ready-made rules of right, and encouragements 
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to duty, and assurances of justice, adequate^ to every 
moral emergency. This function is taken in hand fty 
the public Religion of every community; amohjf 
Europeans, embodied in historical documents, and re- 
presented by a ministering clergy. The philosopher 
cannot be allowed to go apart and ignore this inherit- 
ance from the past, — this faith of the present. He is 
naturally asked to declare his exact attitude. towards it; 
his estimate of its Sacred Writings; and thfe delation of 
its characteristic beliefs to the truth which he professes 
to have found. To this demand Spinoza has responded 
in his Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. Its doctrine of 
the .Commonwealth has already been sufficiently pre- 
sented.' It remains only to notice the remarkable 
position of this treatise in the history of Biblical 
Criticism. 

The advance from the old Bibliolatry to the modern 
mode of treating the books of Scripture was made by 
toyo marked stages. The interpreter was usually the 
apologist; and desired to make the best of the text 
which he undertook to elucidate. He could not be 
unaware that, in an age sufficiently curious to need 
e*egetical literature at all, the chief scruples would be 
encountered in the recital of prodigies, such as the 
swallowing of Jonah, and the feeding of the five thou- 
sand. The narrative bein$}'|acred and unimpeachable, 
he could relieve its difficulties only by putting a new 
construction on it, which should divest it of its mar- 
vellous form and lay bare the natural event contained 
within. This method marks the first stage in the 
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attempt to harmonize nature and Scripture. Assuming 
(Constancy of the one and the truth of th^ other, it 
constitutes what is technically called “ nationalism 
and was long applied to scattered cases that invited 4| | 
before it was reduced to system in the ConunentariedSn w 
Paulus. ► ^ 

The study of the Hebrew and Greek texts, howevtR ■ 
dissolved ’^t last the cement by which the doctrine !■ 
Inspiration 'had held together the whole Bibl^“ 
homogeneous Divine product ; and by calling intaj 
ence a literary history of its component books red 
the obligation, and the possibility, of indiscrimil 
accepting all their contents*as true. The more 
their structure was examined, the less compatibll 
it found with the tradition of their date, their author- 
ship, and their historical infallibility: so that there no 
longer remained any excuse for rationalizing texts which 
could claim no exemption from human error. Once rid 
of the temptation to tamper with their meaning in older 
to save their truth, it was wonderful how they gained 
in life, in distinctness, in interest, revealing unexpected 
relations, and opening up a human drama of deeper 
significance than any oracles stereotyped as Divide.* 
Till the Scriptures could be traced, like any other litera- 
ture, to the natural working of the mind, they pre- 
sented, like a landscape blind a half-couched eye, only 
a confused blotch of colour all upon one plane,— it might 
be in the body or out of the body, — with no perspective 
in the still distances, with no parallax in the moving 
objects, no dear identification, no familiar recognition of 

2 
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anything, but a dim and mystic sense of light that gives 
no visiorn ' The more they have disclosed their genesis^ 
and growth? m time, the better they have emphasized 
their meaning for all time. 

Spinoza lived before either of these stages had set 
in : and his distinction is, that he anticipated both. The 
fundamental principle of nationalism can hardly be 
more distinctly stated than in these sentences : — 

“ Our only object is to make clear what can be securely 
established by Natural Beason : we then know that the Sacred 
Page must teach the same. For truth cannot be at variance 
with truth, or Scripture teach the nonsense that is palmed upon 
it. Were we really to find in i^ what is contradicted bj natural 
light, we should refute it as freely as we do the Koran and the 
Talmud. But far be it from us to imagine that in the Sacred 
Writings anything can be found repugnant to the light of 
nature.” 1 

By this rule we must assume Scripture as “ veritas,” 
and Nature as “ veritas ; ” and, taking the latter as the 
better known, employ it as regulative of the meaning of 
the former. This would pledge us, if rigorously carried 
out, to read the Copemican astronomy and the modem 
Geology between or in the opening lines of Genesis ; to 
oaerce inconsistent narratives (as of thp Nativity in 
Matthew and Luke) into agreement, after the manner of 
the Harmonists ; to invent a fulfilmqpt for every failed 
prophecy (as of the Final Advent and Judgment within 
the first generation) ; and to refer every miracle to 
adequate natural causes. Spinoza by no xft&ana com- 
mits himself to such thorough-going applicat&p. of the 
1 Gog. Metaph. II. c. viil sab fin. 



CHAP. VI. 


MIRACLE EXPLAINED AWAY. 


356 


ra^onalistic principle : he had no ueed to do so : for it 
jjps not his only, or his best, weapon ; and, in, spite of 
his deprecating words, he is far from leaving id abeyance 
his right of refuting Scripture “ as freely as the Koran 
and the Talmud.” He detects false prophecies ; as in 
the words “ Thou shalt not die by the sword, thou shult 
die in peace,” addressed to Zedekiah, who, after seeing 
his sons^ all killed, had his eyes scooped out, and was 
left to die in chains. 1 He ridicules the Harmonists, 
who strain their invention “ to reconcile evident con- 
tradictions,” with no other result than, in their worship 
of the letter of Scripture, to bring its writers into con- 
tempt a& blunderers, in thought and speech.* Still, in 
spite of this free handling of his text, he prefers at 
times to let it pass as history, and, if it bo marvellous, 
explain it away. Thus: 

(1.) In treating of the reported Miracles, he dis- 
tinguishes between those which are mere subjective 
imaginations {e.g. Elijah's ascent to heaven in a chariot 
of fire), and such as may be credited with objective 
reality. The latter affect us with wonder simply 
because the phenomenon issues from the dark and 
hides its source ; but, did we see it all, it would b6 
found a “ res mere naturalis.” Were it otherwise, it 
would carry no Divine tidings: for what is foreign to 
Nature is foreign to ’God. So little repugnant is this to 
the historians’ mode of thought, that they themselves 

, V * 

* V 

1 Jar. 4, 6 ; cf. 1IL 8-11 ; ap. Tract Tbool.-PoL c. X. ; 

V. VI. aalLttd, I. £ 612. 

* Iract. Theol.-PoL c. X. ; V. VL and Land, I. p. 611. 
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supply a part of the natural agency required :,a twenty- 
four hoiks’ east wind brought, and a west wind swegt 
away, the plague of locusts upon Egypt : the passage of 
the Bed Sea was rendered possible by a strong east wind 
through the night: and the Shunamite’s son, who had 
been laid out for dead, did not open his eyes on life 
again without the prolonged warm touch of Elisha’s 
body. 1 When it is said that God put the young Saul in 
Samuel’s way for selection as king, the historian brings 
them together in the most natural way possible. The 
youth, after a fruitless search through the country for his 
father’s strayed asses, is on the point of turning home- 
wards, but is persuaded b/his servant first to try what 
tidings he can get from the neighbouring Seer; who thus 
falls in with the suitable candidate he wants. The habit 
of referring everything to God and tracing his provi- 
dence in all events gave rise to figures of speech in which, 
when taken literally, miracles seem to lurk. That to the 
thirsting captives on their return “water bursts from the 
rock” seems to mean more than that they find springs 
in the desert ; that “ the windows of heaven are opened,” 
more than that there is plenty of rain; that “God 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh,” more than that the 
king was obstinate. But, whatever be the language or 
the silence with which the cause of a marvel is treated, 
we are to take it as certain that if emerges in the im- 
mutable order of nature. 1 

(2.) The whole phenomenon of Prophecy also is 


» Op. eii. o. VI. ; V. VL and Land, I. pp. 445-449, 458. 
* Op, eit. o. VI. ; V. VI. and Land, I. pp. 456-8. 



CHAP. VI. NATURE OP PROPHECY. M7 

referred by Spinoza to the ordinary laws of the human 
jpind; and, far from being regarded as one of, its more 
exalted manifestations, is handed over to its lowest 
function, so as to have its home in the seat of all 
illusion and “ inadequate ideas.” The “ Prophet " is a 
man of exceptionally vivid Imagination, whose appro* 
hensions of God are not immediate, essence with essence, 
mind with mind, but through voices and images, chiefly 
in dreams. These sensible media, and the pictor ial 
faculty which they exercise, afford no warrant of truth 
and imply no mental superiority. The “ voice of God ” 
that seems to speak is evidently not articulate language, 
but soAe natural nqise, which the hearer converts into 
words, declaring his sense of what it means : and hence 
it is that the Decalogue in Deuteronomy (v. 6-21) varies 
from that in Exodus (xx. 2-17), though in both instances 
God is named as the speaker of the words. 1 The cer- 
tainty given by such colloquy or vision is not intel- 
lectual, but moral ; involving intense impression, but 
relative always to the opinions, the capacity, the tem- 
perament of the prophet. So little did his “ burden ” 
carry in it any inherent authority, that tests were 
required for distinguishing the true seer from the false : 
and the decisive “ Sign ” was to be found in the correct- 
ness of his forecast and the purity of his faith. If he 
failed in these, if he introduced new gods and prophesied 
lies, he was to be put to death, though he should con- 
firm his doctrine by signs and wonders. But if he were 
faithful and devout of heart, no exemption from prevail- 
1 Op. eii. o. VII. ; V. VL and Land, I. pp. 478*480. 
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ing ignorance or prejudice was needed for -Ms work. 
Joshua gught misconstrue an extraordinary refraction 
into a stoppage of Sun and Moon ; Isaiah might know 
nothing of the parhUiOn which shifted back the shadow 
on*the dial; Solomon might try to build his circular 
molten sea with a diameter of 1 and a circumference of 
3: and all of them might be involved in yet graver 
errors respecting the Divine attributes ; without being 
disqualified for the part assigned to them in the sacred 
history. 1 Abraham, believing that each tribe had its 
tutelary Divinity, did not know that God was ubiquitous 
and omniscient. Moses had no idea that all human 
actions came from his sole decree, and deemed hfm only 
the greatest among gods : though unable to image to 
himself so transcendent a Being, and forbidding all 
material representation of him, he did not regard him as 
intrinsically invisible, but only supposed that the weak 
nature of man would be blasted by the sight. Nor did 
this great Prophet shrink from representing God as 
“jealous” and “avenging,” though faithful and com- 
passionate. On the efficacy of repentance and the 
freedom of the will, prophet differs from prophet; 
Samuel declaring that “the strength of Israel will 
not repent, for he is not a man that he should repent” 
(I Sam. xxxii. 18) ; and Jeremiah (in one of his moods, 
for comp, xviii. 10), that “ he recompenseth the iniquity 
of the fathers into the bosom of their children after 
them ; ” and Paul, that the will of man is the helpless 
slave of sin (Bom. vh. 10 seqq.) ; while Ezekiel pro- 
1 Op. cit. c. II. j Y. VI. »nd Land, I. pp. 898-400. 
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claims tljat “the son shall not bear the iniquity of 
the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of 
the son;” and that “if the wicked will turn* from the 
sins that he hath committed, they shall not be men- 
tioned unto him ; in his righteousness that he hath done 
he shall live ” (xviii. 20-22). 1 

The inference drawn from such facts is, that the 
spiritual enthusiasm that possessed the Prophets was 
no absolute light, but ad hominem sive ad eaptvm 
alicujm, and was directed not to the enlargement of 
knowledge but to the enforcement of a righteous law ; 
using for this end the conceptions already in existence, 
and appealing to admitted obligations. It spoke to 
hope, to fear, and all affections of the imagination, en- 
listing them in aid of obedience and love ; but had no 
credentials to lay before the intellect, the sole organ for 
the apprehension of truth. Its whole operation plainly 
lies within the compass of natural laws. 

Spinoza’s “ rationalism ” stood in closest connection 
with his philosophy ; which, pledging him to find room 
for every thing and event in the realm of Nature, non- 
suited the pretensions of the supernatural ab initio. It 
is otherwise with his judgments on the literary history 
of canonical books. There is nothing in his Meta- 
physics to determine the authorship of Deuteronomy, 
the date of Job, or the meaning of Daniel’s “Son of 
Man:” — except indeed in this negative way; that, as 
the theory of an inspired set of books bespeaks for each 
an assigned personal origin, a critic who is free of that 
1 Op. cit. c. II. ; V. VL and Land, I. pp. 400*405. 
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theory cab approach th| question of authenticity with* 
out pre-engagement of mind. This advantage of the 
lajrman Sver the.theologMUi had already (a.d. 1651) 
been exemplified tim’tbe 'rettark’ of Hobbes, that "the 
Pentateuch Seems to he written rather about Moses than 
ly; Him' "Hand it is possible, that in this hint, as in 
pother' pregnant thoughts, the philosppheibof Malmsbury . 
Spay have given impulse and direction to the freethinker 
o^ ApiSmidam. One of Spinoza’s earlier opponents,— 
Thomas, fceipzig Professor of Ethics, teacher and 
Correspondent of Leibniz, — supposes, him ’indebted 
rather to ’’the eccentric Isaac La Peyr&re, in whose 
Systema Theplogksuin (1655) several of the repetitions 
and contradictions in the so-called Mosaic books had 

t (' , 

been pointed out, and Urged as proofs of their composite 
origin from different hands at different times. 2 It is 

1 Leviathan, III. c. xxxiii. 

a This La Peyrfere was thc^uthor of the “ Preadamite” hypothesis, 
which supposed the earth to have been peopled before the drama of 
Paradise by the progenitor# of all the Gentile races, and regarded 
Adam as the founder of only the Israelitish family. His Systema 
Theolqgicum, written to support this hypothesis, was condemned by 
4he Holy Office, and consigned him to its prison. His familiarity 
with Hebrew literature is accounted for by his reputed Jewish origin, 
though in his native city of Bordeaux he passed for a Huguenot, till 
he finally conformed to the Homan Catholic Church. His religious 
versatility is satirized in the inscription upon his tomb : “ La Peyrfere 
i$i git, ce bon Israelite, Huguenot, Catholique, Preadamite. Quatre 
religions lui plurent a la fois.” ^pieatel, — who is entitled to speak 
with authority, — finds merits in his Systema which are unjustly 
forgotten; and classes it with? Spinoza’s Tractatus Theol-Pol, as 
anticipating the leading features of Father Richard Simon's organic 
hypothesis in his Histoire critique du Vieux Testament (1678). See 
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true that ,La Peyrire’s evidences of a post-Mosaic date 
for the Pentateuch are reproduced by Spinoza; tg. the 
mention (Deut iil 11) of the iron bedstead of Og, IHwg 
of Bashan, still preserved as an antiquity in the oily qf 
Babbah (first conquered by David, 2 Sam. xii 29^ 30), 
Again, Deut iil 13, 14, explains why a part'of Gilead 
which at the*end of the exodus used to ‘be called. 
“Argob” and “Bashan” received and “ retained unto 
this day ” the name of “ Jan’s Villages.” It Wasbecaitfte 
possession was taken of the country %y Jair, sol of 
Manasseh. There are, 'however, two claimants to that 
uaipe; one (Num. xxxii. 41) in* the name of Modes 
when 3he district in question was assigned to the half- 
tribe of Manasseh’ (Josh. xiii. 29, 30); another, 300 
years later, also of the Manasseh clan, one of the 
“Judges” who, ruling Israel for 22 'years, “had '30 
sons, who rode on 30 asses ahd had 30 villages which 
are called * Jair’s villages ’ to this day ” (Judges v. 3, 4). 
Even if we take the 'first of these accounts, the change 
of local name is thrown upon tfie very end of Moses’ 
career, and could not have been cited by him jps an 
ancient thing “ which continued to this day.” And if 
the second account is preferred, it involves an anachron- 
ism of many centuries! Again, the use of earlier 
writings by the author of the Pentateuch is evident 
from Num. xxi. 14, where a quotation is made from a 
“ Book of the Wars of Jahvj),” as the basis of a poetical 
piecp. The materials for suolyi book were not furnished 

Dieatel, Geschichte det A. T., p. 367, Note 27, rad Giuboqfs Bin* 
leitnng to Spinou'i Tract •Theol. -Pol., p. 19. 
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till Joshua led the way into Canaan : and thp manner 
of citation is that of retrospect from a later age. 
These facts, however, which are turned to account by 
La Peyr&re, form but a small part of Spinoza’s case 
against the claim of the Hebrew narratives to be Mosaic 
or contemporary records. He shows that “the Book of 
the covenant” which Moses is said to have read before 
the people (Exod. xxiv. 7) refers only to the previous 
section from xx. 22; that “the Book of the Law” 
attributed to Moses in Deut. xxxi 24-26, could in no 
case be longer than could be taken in at a hearing, and 
was meant therefore for something far short of the 
Pentateuch ; that many things are found in the '’Penta- 
teuch, and even in these very sections assigned to his 
hand, which Moses could not have written, but which 
must have been wrought into the narrative as late as 
the Captivity. He points out that, while it is impossible 
to mistake the many-coloured and many-dated materials 
that variegate and often confuse the whole, an historical 
and didactive purpose manifestly pervades the Penta- 
teuch, and so links on to it in succession the books of 
Joshua, Judges, Buth, Samuel, and Kings as to imply 
the labour of an editorial hand. As the story is carried 
to the death of Jehoiachin, we cannot look for the com- 
piler before the sixth century B.C., during which the 
national life was for the most part suspended at Baby- 
lon. But the first half of the next century brought both 
the occasion and the man to call forth a republication of 
the half-foigotten law and history of Israel. It is to 
Ezra that Spinoza attributes this work (Neh. viii. 1-8). 
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His objept was a Reformation of the relaxed religion 
of the nation, and, for that end, definite instruction 
in a law as yet uncodified and little more than con- 
suetudinary. He began therefore with the book of 
Deuteronomy, which is his expanded recension of the 
older Mosaic fragments. And then, to confirm the 
interest of tli» people in this legislation, and their dis- 
position to obey it, he prefixed the histoiy of their fore- 
fathers before the Law was given, and appended the 
narrative of their national vicissitudes so far as they 
attested the faithfulness and justice of God. 1 

The series of books thus put together (twelve by 
preserit reckoning^ ten if *Samuel and Kings bo each 
taken as one instead of two), though made continuous 
at the junctures, betrays its character as an unfinished 
compilation from earlier materials by various nnhar- 
monized* elements. The story of Hczckiah related in 
2 Kings xviii. 17 seqq., is evidently taken verbatim from 
the “chronicle of tfie Kings of Judah,” mentioned in 
2 Kings xx. 20 : for it is identical with the episode in 
the “ Visions of Isaiah ” (xxxvi.-xxxix.), which we know 
(from 2 Chron. xxxii. 32) to have been preserved in 
that “chronicle.” In the same way, the siege of 
Jerusalem and capture of Zedekiah (2 Kings xxv.), are 
narrated in terms of Jeremiah lii. A similar identity 
of text appears in 2 Samuel vii. with 1 Chron. xviL — 
a book far later than Ezra; pointing doubtless to a 
common source in some account of Nathan’s life, — 

different copies of which, in the two compilers’ hands, 

% 

> Tract. TheoL-Pol., c. VIIL ; V. VL and Land, I. pp. 482-491. 
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explain the slight verbal variations. The marks of 
time scattered through the history yield, when coin-, 
hined, a tangle of chronology which could arise only 
from the disordered intertwining of numerous threads. 
The epochs of Jacob’s family history, if reckoned from 
the data of Joseph’s life, yield absurd results, when 
taken as conterminous with the corresponding divisions 
of his own ; e.g. that Simeon and Levi, when boys of 
eleven and twelve years, put to the sword all the male 
inhabitants of Shalem (Gen. xxxiv. 25-30) enslaved all 
the rest, carried off their flocks and herds, and pillaged 
their city. So too, on comparing the general statement 
(1 Kings vi 1) that Solomdn’s temple was built 480 
years after the exodus, with the given sections that 
make up the interval, we find that the parts amount to 
a much larger total, even if we neglect those which are 
left without numerical measure : and when fair allow- 
ance is made for these also, the discrepancy is little 
less than two centuries. All these phenomena are 
readily explained by the patchwork composition of the 
hooks out of pre-existing materials, imperfectly sifted : 
and the vestiges of such a process are too plain to be 
mistaken. What, for instance, can be more obvious 
than the lame joint, or rather, absence of joint, in the 
history at Judges ii. 6 ? The previous book closes with 
the last word, the death and burial of Joshua. The 
book of Judges opens with an account of what was 
done in consequence of his death, and pursues the story 
up to ii. 5 : when suddenly the next verses turn back 
to Joshua, sum up his doings, and repeat the narrative 
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of his deqth and burial. Besides rendering the inference 
irresistible, of a composite structure and successive 
redactions of the twelve books of older history, Spinoza 
finds in that inference, when critically scrutinized, the 
means of explaining the minuter various readings and 
marginal notes, in which fanciful commentators have 
been fond of discovering theological mysteries. 1 

With equal acuteness Spinoza detects the internal 
indications of time in the later books. In Nehemiah 
(xi 19) we meet with a class of Levites, never mentioned 
till after the rebuilding of the city, and perhaps insti- 
tuted at the restoration of the temple worship by Judas 
Maccabteus, viz. “ the Port6rs who kept the gates,” two 
of whom are mentioned by name. The same names 
occur, as representative of the same class, in 1 Chron. 
ix. 17 ; and suggest to Spinoza a date as low as the 
second century R.c. Though this estimate is extreme, 
it probably exceeds the true limit by not more than a 
century and a half : for both the enumeration of six 
generations since Zerubbabel (1 Chron. iii 19-24), and 
the reckoning of money in a currency of darks (1 Chron. 
xxix. 7), carry us within the margin of the Macedonian 
sway. 

Of the poetical and prophetical books, Spinoza’s 
criticism is slighter and less carefully grounded, though 
always appealing to substantial evidences which still 
require to be taken into account. The publication of 
the book of Psalms in its five sections he refers to the 
time of the second temple ; assigning no other reason 
1 Op. eit. c. IX. ; V. VI tod Land, I. pp. 492*504. 
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than that Philo of Alexandria dates the appearance of 
the 88th psalm under the imprisonment, and of 89th 
after the release, of Jehoiachin at Babylon. The collec- 
tion of Proverbs he allows (on the strength of xxv. 1) 
to he perhaps somewhat earlier, in the time of Josiah. 
The book of Job he regards as the translation of a 
Gentile poem (the age unknown) in whioh the bearings 
of human suffering on both the Providence of God and 
the character of man are discussed. This judgment 
rests on a fanciful identification of Satan’s function in 
the court and among the Sons of God (L 6) with that 
of Momus among the Olympic gods. Of the Prophetical 
books, which have since becolne the object of such fruit- 
ful study, he says little more than that they have been 
collected and put together from other writings, — e.g. “ the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah and Israel” (2 Chron. 
xxxii. 32, comp, xxvi. 22), without preserving their ori- 
ginal order or attending to their chronology, or giving 
more than a portion of the whole. The fragmentary char- 
acter of the excerpts he makes clear by examples, of which 
the most striking are naturally drawn from Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel. Of all his critical judgments, that upon the 
book of Daniel was least fitted to stand the test of time. 
He accepted its second division, — the five concluding 
chapters, — as containing real prophecies of Daniel; 
while regarding the rest of the book as a production, 
taken from Chaldean sources three and a half centuries 
later, after the Maccabean re-dedication of the temple. 
And to the same hand, and almost as sections of the 
same work, he attributes the books Ezra, Esther, and 
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Nehemiah . 1 Into this particular question he had a less 
clear insight than Hobbes ; * and both of them left the 
problem to be worked out half a century later by 
Anthony Collins ; whose first handling of it rivalled 
in completeness his great opponent’s exposure of the 
Epistles of Fhalaris. 

The merit% of Spinoza's biblical criticism may be 
easily attenuated by making the most of his obligations 
to Ibn-Esra and Maimonides in the past, or by bringing 
his opinions to the test of a learning that was still in the 
future. But, if fairly tried by the standard of his own 
age, it is entitled to admiration for its acuteness, breadth, 
and originality. His insiglft into the gradual formation 
and successive redactions of the Hebrew literature led 
him to a habit of historical interpretation, for want of 
which the Scriptures had for ages remained a confused 
mass of oracles : by reading the Prophets and the con- 
temporary narratives together, he began to find the true 
key to both. The light which he had gained was in 
great measure limited to the history of the hooks: the 
history of his people retained in his conception very 
much of its traditional form, modified only by the 
elimination of its supernatural elements, and did not 
disclose to him the stages of growth in the religion of 
Israel. He had no appreciation of the characteristic 
which gave that religion a unique place in the drama 
of the world, — its faith in a Divine idea carried out 
through the story of nations and the experiences of 

1 Op* tit, c. X* j V. VL and Land, L pp, 504*510. 

* Leviathan, ch. xxxiii. 
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mankind, and its consequent advance from age to age 
in moral depth and spiritual elevation. This was due, 
not wholly to defect in historical feeling, hutfo no slight 
degree to the mechanical character of his philosophy. A 
"geometrical” construction of the world, in which the 
human reason, conscience and affections, in their indi- 
vidual and social play, are but determinate and constant 
quantities with relations as invariable as those of the 
absciss® and ordinates of a curve, affords no scope for the 
conception of indefinite qualitative progress; and, in 
the absence of final causation, forbids the hope of any 
ideal plan. He who disowns any “possible” beyond 
the “ actual,” and looks on the cosmical equilibrium as 
exhausting the “necessity of nature,” can only resign 
himself to things as they are, and interpret by them 
both the recorded past and the imagined future: he 
can trust no prospective aspirations : he can expect 
from men no more than their life 'has hitherto yielded ; 
the cycles of admissible social change, long ago spent, 
he supposes certain to repeat themselves with unessential 
variations : so that he is on the watch for no law of 
development through bygone ages, no lines of luminous 
promise in those that are to come. And so, to Spinoza, 
the Israelitish “Kingdom of God” was simply a particular 
form of government, a theocratic variety of Monarchy, 
the same all through, and not the haunting prophetic 
vision of a filial dominance of truth and righteousness. 
The intense energy of his people, springing from faith 
in the moral administration of the world, meets with 
but little response or sympathy from him; and is jre- 
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placed by the mood of self-renunciation and willing 
accord with the inevitable decrees. 

To then same habit of unideal judgment'we must 
attribute the sharp distinction which he drew between 
faith (or, as he often calls it, “Revelation”) aud 
philosophy : the latter alone being a matter of knowlalge 
intellectually apprehended ; the former an affair of 
obedience to some authority owned by the imagination. 
Only tBe Hite of any society can become philosophers : 
for all the rest, life must be wrought out upon the other 
ground, and the rules of its moral order bo secured not 
by their rationale, but by whatever influence at the 
time being best commends ’them to acceptance. They 
must be pressed home upon the will ad modum redpj,- 
entis. The Scriptures are throughout the embodiment, 
not of philosophy, but of faith : their use therefore is 
not as an evidence of truth, but as an incentive and 
witness to righteousness: and what is permanent in 
them, instead of being stereotyped in their doctrines or 
their motives, is found in the true essence of all Religion, 
viz. the pure elements of their moral law. Thus Spinoza, 
with all his gentleness of nature, is betrayed into the 
old philosophic snare, of separating the initiated from 
the uninitiated, and while allowing the congregation its 
popular preacher, reserving the sacrament of truth for 
the inner circle of the elect Ag^in and again does 
this persevering pride of the schools reappear : but it 
has been too often rebuked and shamed away by the 
spiritual equality of the true Christian life for us ever 
to^cquiesce fn its return. The rule, which for so, many 

2 B 
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centuries has constituted the deepest ground of human 
fellowship, can never be reversed, — that the supreme 
truths, instead of being the monopoly of the few, are 
revealed to every conscience, and often better known to • 
the child than to the scribe. 

Spinoza pleads his imperfect knowledge of Greek in 
excuse for his cursory treatment of the Christian Scrip- 
tures. He dwells only on such features in them as 
confirm his general principle, — that they are nothing 
and attest nothing, which does not fall within the 
scope of familiar natural laws. The Apostles were 
mainly witnesses, who needed only ordinary gifts for 
telling what they had seeii and heard. In writing 
Epistles, they dealt in the simplest way with the 
occasional interests of the persons addressed ; and Paul 
especially reasons, pleads, entreats, rebukes, apologizes, 
in all the moods and tenses of human persuasion ; and 
not always in consistency with the teaching of other 
apostles, or even with his own at other times. When 
he claims to have “the word of the Lord” as his 
authority, his appeal is only to some recorded saying of 
Christ’s which bears him out To his Gentiles he 
philosophizes, while his colleagues, in their national 
mission, rest all their pleas on the received faith and 
the prophetic text This is what every sensible mis- 
sionary would do: and it calls for no supernatural 
explanation . 1 

This style of remark is commonplace enough. It is 
only when Spinoza approaches the person of Jesus 

* Tract. TheoL-Pol., c. XL ; V. VI. and Land, I. pp. 814429. 
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himself that his languageassumes a character original and 
(fbscure. God, he assures us, communicates of his essence 
Hirect (ie. without prophetic medium) to our mind : — 
in greatest perfection of all did this happen to the mind 
of Christ, who apprehended the saving will of God with- 
out word or vision, but immediately, mind with mind, in 
unique spiritual communion . 1 In repeating this state- 
ment further on, he adds a comment which lets in a 
little lfght upon its meaning. To Christ alone, he says, 
did God give revelations not accommodated to his opinions, 
but immediately to his mind; that is to say, Christ 
really understood the things revealed, which, being uni- 
versal, ^involved only notions communes et veras .* This, 
then, is Spinoza’s w*ay of saying that tho real essence of 
such things as engaged him got into the mind of Christ: 
he read them straight off as they are ; and what he said 
of human life and its perfection is true. How far, in 
such enigmatical propositions, he speaks in accommoda- 
tion to Christian feeling and prepossession, it is difficult 
to decide. But after every allowance it is hardly pos- 
sible to doubt that the teaching and personality of the 
Founder of Christianity impressed him with a profound 
veneration. Nor is it wonderful that on that gracious 
figure, standing so clear of all that had alienated him 
from the synagogue, yet intent on a divine perfecting 
of life, his eyes should rest with a strange repose. 

1 Op, cit. c. I. pp. 380*3. * Op. eit,c. IV. p. 427. 
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BURROWS.-WORTH 1 ES QF ALLSOUW: Four C>ntuiU. * **“* 

gss r.s» «*• «~ 

CAMBRIDGE.— MKMORI^ Or CAMBRIMK^OM.WWW.JgJ 

as i 54a*sis , a4a 

Twenty additional EtdStgs Etching*. Proof, on 

each. Also n Large Paper MMomlrea Engta P ^pj,, ofihe Etching., 

CAMPBELL.- MY CIRCULAR *IOTES : 

sasa&ssss^V'ni 

Sr® 1 * 

{BograpUcal Scries.) a 3 
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CARST ARBS.— WILLIAM CARSTARES: a Character, and Career, «fth< 

m < .> > ^ n -n e»_.. -f ^ L i 




SVQa tfi. : . > 

CHALLENGER.— REPORT ON THE SCIENTIFIC RESULTS 01 
THE VOYAGE OF H.M.S. “ CHALLENGER," DURING THE YEARS 
*87M& Under the command of Captain Sir George Nares, R.N., F.R.S., 
ana Captain Frank Turlb Thomson, R.N. Prepared under the Superin- 
tendence of Sir C. Wvville Thomson, Knt., F.R.S., &c., and now of John 
Murray, F. R.S. E. t one of the N aturalists of the Expedition. With Illustrations. 
Published by order of Her Majesty* Government. 

Volume I. Zoology. Royal, 371. 6d. Or 
Part I. Report on the Brachiopoda, as. 6 d. 

II. Report on the Pennatulida, 41. 

HI. Report on the Ostracoda, 151. 

IV. Report on the Bones of Cetacea, as, 

V. The Development of the Green Turtle, 4 s. 6d* 

YI« Report on the Shore Fishes, xor. 

Volume II. Zoology. 50 r. Or 
Part VII. Report on the Corals, 15s. 

VIII. Repoet on the Birds, 35s. 

Volume III. Zoology. 50#. Or 
Part IX. Report on the Echinoidea, 3 6s. 

X. Report on the Pycnogonida, 14s. 

Volume IV. Zoology. 50*. Or. 

Part XI, Report on the Anatomy of the Tubinares, 6s. 

XII. Report on the Deep-sea Medusae, aos. ' 

XIII. Report on the Holdthurioidea (Part I.), 84#. 

Volume V. Zoology* 501. Or • 

Part XIV. Report on the Ophiuroidea. 

XV. Some points in the Anatomy of the Thylasine, Cuscus, and Phascogale, 
with an account of the Comparative Anatomy of the Intrinsic Muscles 
and Nerves of the Mammalian Pcs. 

Volume VI. Zoology. 30*. 

Part XVI. Report on the Aetmiaria, 1 as. 

XVII. Report on theTunicata, 30J. 

NARRATIVE, Volume II. Royal. 30* Or 
Magnetical and Meteorological Observations, ap. 

Appendix A. Report on the Pressure Errors of the u Challenger " Thermometers 
as. 6 d. 

Appendix B. Report on the Petrology of St. Paul's Rocks, as. 6d. 

CHATTERTON : a BIOGRAPHICAL STUDY. By Daniil Wilson, 
LL.D., Professor of History and English Lileratur. in Universiiy College 
Toronto. Crown 8vo. 6s. 6a, 


CHATTERTON : A STORY OF THE YEAR 1770* By Professor Masson, 

, LL.D. Crown 8vo. p. 

CICERO.— THE LIFE. AND LETTERS OF MARQUS TULLIUS 
CICERO) being a New Translation of the Letters included in Mr* Wats 0 ? * 
Selection. With Historical and Critical Notes, by Rev. G. E. Trans, M^.. 
FtUow of Herrionf College, Oxford, Assistant-Master in HaileyWy College, 
$ve. xor. 6d. 

CLARK.— memorials from journals and Betters of 

SAMUEL CLARK, M.A., formerly ftincipid of the National Society a Train* 
lug College, Battmsea. Baited with Introduction by his WtP& With Portrait, 
Crown 8ro. 71. 6d. * 
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CLASSICAL WRITERS.— Edited by John Richard Green. Fcap, 

% 8m Price is. 6 d. each. 

•EURIPIDES. By Professor Mahaffy. 

MILTON. By the Rev. Stopford A. Brooks. 

LIVY. By the Rev. W. W. Capes. M.A. 

VERGIL. Bv Professor Nbttleship, M.A. 

SOPHOCLES. By Professor L. Campbell, M.A. 

DEMOSTHENES. By Professor S. H. Butcher. MkA. 

TACITUS. By Rev. A. J. Church. M.A., and W. J. Brodribb, M.A. 

Other Volumes to follow. 

CLIFFORD (W. K.)— LECTURES AND ESSAYS. Edited by Lssi.tR 
Stbphbn and FrAsrick Pollock, with Introduction by F. Pollock. Two 
Portraits, a vols. 8vo. *5 x. 

COMBE.--THE LIFE OF GEORGE COMBE, Author of “The Constitution 
of Man. By Charles Gibbon. With Three Portraits engraved by Jbrns. 
Two Vols. 8vo. 31X. 

COOPER. — ATHEN/E CANTABRIGIENSES. By Charles Hbnrv 
Cooper, F.S.A., and Thompson Cooper, F.S.A. Vol. I. 8vo., 1500—1585, *8x.; 
VoU II., 1586—1609, i8x. 

CORREGIO.— ANTONIO ALLEGRI DA CORREGIO. From the German 
of Dr. Julius Meyer, Director of the Royal Gallery, Berlin. Edited, with an 
Introduction, by Mrs. Heaton. Confining Twenty Woodbury-type Illustra- 
tions. Royal 8vo. Cloth elegant. 31 x. 6 *i. 

-RECOLLECTIONS OF OXFORD. Bv G. V. Cox. M A., 
te Esquire BecW ai\d Coroner in the Univ 
Crown 8vo. 6 s. 


COX (O. V,)- 

New College. late^EsquirT Bedel atyT Coroner in the University of Oxford. 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6 s. 

CUNYNGHAME (SIR A. T.)— MY COMMAND IN SOUTH 

AFRICA, 1874—1878. Comprising Experience* of Travel in the Colnies of 
South Africa and the Independent States. By Sir Arthur Thu mow CUnvng* 
HAMB. G.C.B., then Lieutenant-Governor and Commander of the rorces in South 
Africa . Third Edition. 8vo. tax. M. 

“ DAILY NEWS."- THE DAILY NEWS' CORRESPONDENCE of the 
War between Russia and Turkey, to the fall of Kars. Including the letter* of 
Mr. Archibald Forbes, Mr. J. E. McGahan. and other Special Correspondents 
in Europe and Asia. Second Edition, Enlarged. Cheaper Edition. Crown 
8 vo. 6x. 

FROM THE FALL OF KARS TO THE CONCLUSION OF PEACE 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 6 s. 

DARWIN.— CHARLES DARWIN: MEMORIAL NOTICES RE- 
PRINTED FROM •• NATURE." !•«««. i §.]• 

Romanes, F.R.S.; Archibald Gbikht, F.R.S {and W. T. 1»h*«lton Drita, 
F.R.S. With a Portrait engraved by C. H. Jaati*. Crown fvo. ■#. 6 d. 
Mature Series. 

DAVIDSON. — -THE LIFE OF A SCOTTISH PROBATIONER {being a 
Memoir of Thomas Davidson, with his P*jems and letters. By James BtowS, 
Minister of St James's Street Church, Paisley. Second Edition, revised and 
enlarged, with Portrait. Crown 8vo. Jt. 6 J. 

DAWSON. -AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES. The Language snd Omhm 
of Several Tribes of Aborigines in the We tern District cf Vtctona, A tutsan*. 
By James Dawson. Small 4*0. 14* 

DEAK. — FRANCIS DEAK, HUNGARIAN STATESMAN : AMwrif, 
- - * the Right Hon. M. E. Gkaht Durr, M.P. WM mm 


With * Preface, bv 
trait 8vo. tax. 6a. 
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DBAS.—VHE RIVEK CLYDE. An Historical Description of the Ri«/an<L 
Progress of the Harbour of Glasgow, and of the Improvement of the RiveC 
from Glasgow to Port Glasgow. By J. Dbas, M. Inst C.E, 8vo. xor. 6 a! 

DELANE.— LIRE AND LETTERS OF JOHN T. DELANE, late Editor 
of the Times. By Sir George W. Dasent, D.GL. 8vo. [in the Press. 

DENISON.— A HURORY OF CAVALRY FROM THE EARLIEST 
TIMES* With Lessons for the Future. By Lieut.-Colonel George Denison, 
Commanding the Governor-General's Body Guard, Canada, Author of “ Modem 
Cavalry/* With Maps and Plans. 8vo. i8x. 

DICKENS’S DICTIONARY OF PARIS, 1 889.— An Unconventional 
Handbook. With Maps. Plans, &c. x8mo. Paper Cover, is. Cloth, zs. 6d. 

DICKENS'S DICTIONARY OP LONDON, x8*i. -(Fourth 
Year.) An Unconventional Handbook. With Maps, Plans, Ac. i8mo. Paper 
Cover, ii. Cloth, is . 6 d . 

DICKENS'S DICTIONARY OF THE THAMES, xMa.-An 

Unconventional Handbook. With Maps, Plans, &c. Paper Corn, tt. Cloth, 
ii. 6 d . 

DICKENS'S CONTINENTAL A.B.C. RAILWAY GUIDE. 

Published on the ist of each Month. i8mo. xi. 

* a 

DILKE.— GREATER BRITAIN. A Record. of Travel In EngUsbapeAlung 
Countries during 18667-67. (America, Australia, India.) By the Right Hon. 
Sir CHaulbs Wmtwortk Dilkb, hJ.P,. Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

DILETTANTI SOCIETY'S PUBLICATIONS. ANTIQUITIES 
OF IONIA. Part IV. Folio, half-morocco. £3 131. 6d. k , 

DOLET.—: ETIENNE DOLET: the Martyr of the Renaissance. A Biofnphy. 
With a Biographical Appendix, containing a Descriptive Catalogue of the Book, 
written, printed, or edited by Dolet. By Rickard Coflbv Christie, Lincoln 
College, Oxford, Chancellor of the Diocese of Manchester. With lUnstratioos. 
8vo. i8r. 


DOYLE.— HISTORY OF AMERICA. By J. A. Doyle. Wtih Maps. iBmo. 
41. M [HUioricul Court/. 

DRUMMOND OF HAWTHORNDEN : THE STORY OF HIS 
LIFE AND WRITINGS. By Professor Masson. With Portrait and Vignette 
engraved by C. H. Jccms. Crown 8 to. tor. t<L 


DUFF.— Werka by the Right Hon. M. E. Grant Don. 

NOTES OF AN INDIAN JOURNEY. With Map. 8m nr. 64 
MISCELLANIES, POLITICAL AND LITERARY. 8m tor. 6* 


SADIE.— LIFE OF JOHN EAD1B, D.D., LLD By Iambs Brown, D.D. 
feather of “The Life of a Scottish ProbMioner.’’ With Portrait. Second Edi- 


tion. Crown 8m jt.U. 


BLLIOTT.-LIFE OF HENRY VENN ELLIOTT, of Brirttm By 
Jonah Batsman, M.A. With Forttnlt, tngravwl by JtSMi. Third and 
Ch e ep e r Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. St. 

itlB.— ESSAYS ON SHAKESPEARE. By Or. Kant Etxn. 
with tbs Author's sanction by L Dora Schmitt. 8m tsa 
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MEN OP LETTERS**— Edited by John Motur, M.P. 
m Series of*Shart Books to tell people whet it best worth knowing at to tat Life, 
Character, and Works of some of the great English Writers. in Clown 8m 
• price if. &/. each. * 

I. DR. JOHNSON. By Leslie Stephen, 

II. SIR WALTER SCOTT. By R, H. Huttom. 

III. GIBBON. By J. Cottee Mokison, 

IV. SHELLEY. By J. A. Symonds. 

V. HUME. ByProfessor Huxley. 

VI. GOLDSMITH. By William Black. 

VII. DEFOE. By W. Minto. 

VIII. BURNS. By Principal Shaiip. 

IX. SPENSER. By the Very Rev. the Dean of 3t. Paul's, 

X. THACKERAW By Anthony Trollope. 

XI. BURKE. By John Moeuv. 

XII. MILTON. By Wave Patthon. 

XIII. WWTHORNE. By Hknry James, Jun. 

XIV. SOUTHEY. By Professor Dowdhn. 

XV. BUNYAN. By J. A. Kroudr. 

XVI. CHAUCER. By Professor A. W. Ward. 

XVII. COWPER. By Got dwin Smith. 

XVUI- POPE. By I.hsi ik Steimikn. 

XIX. BYRON. By Professor Nu kol. 

XX. LOCKE. By Professor Fnwi be. 

XXL WORDSWOkTII. By F. W. H. Hmt 
XXII. DRYDEN. By G. Saistkuuky. 

XXIII.tLANDoR. By Professor Si 1 A. 1 t V Colvin. 

XXIV. DKQUVNCEY. JSy Professor Ma^on. 

XXV. CHARLES LAMB. By Rev. Alfred Aim;mr. 

XXVI. BENTLEY. By Professor R. I Thi >». 

XXVII. DICKENS, lfy IWhm-t A. W. Wakd. 

XXVIII. GRAY. By Edmund W. Govse. 

XXIX. SWIFT. By Leslie Sthphbn. 

XXX. STERNE. By H. I), Traiu.. 

XXXI. MACAULAY. By J. Cotter Morison. 

XXXII. FIELDING. By Austin jtonsoN. 

XXXIII. SHERIDAN. By Mm. Olii iiant. f tn the Pttu.] 

In Preparation . — 

ADAM SMITH. By Leonard H. Courtney, M.P. 

BERKELEY. By Professor Huxley. 

SIR PHILIP SIDNEY. By J. A. Svmonds. 

Other Vo l m met to /oilcw. 

ENOLI8H POETS: SELECTIONS. wlih CH,:^al Introduction. Iw mimt. 
Writer., and .General Introductun by Matthrw A.muui, Kdiled by T. H. 
Ward. M.A, l»te Fellow of BrawnoK College, Oxford. 4 »•.!»• Crown 1*0. 
It. id. each. 

Vol. I. CHAUCER to DONNE 
Vol. II. BEN JONSON to DRYDEN. 

Vol III. ADDISON to BLAKE. 

Vol. IV. WORDSWORTH to SYDNEY DOBELL. 

ETON COLLBOB, HISTORY OP. n y h. C Maxwbu. L»t«. 
MA With numerous Illustration* by Professor Delamottk. Coloured Plates, 
and a Steel Portrait of the Founder, engraved by C. H, Jeeks. New and 
Cheaper Issue, with Comcttons. Medium 8vo. Cioth elegant. tu, 

EUROPEAN H18T0RY. Nanatsd in a Series of Historical 8eM cm 
from the beat Authorities. Edited and arranged by £. M. Sewell, end C tt. 
Yoege. First Scries, crown 8yo. 6s. ; Second Series, 1088-1 mA, crown, tm If. 
Third E d i ti on- 
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GRAY (MRS.)— FOURTEEN MONTHS IN CANTON. By Mr* Gwr. 
With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. gs. W. 

GREAT •CHRISTIANS OP FRANCE: st. tOUIS *i*w 
CALVIN. By M. Guizot, Member of the Institute of France* Crown 8vo. it. 
(Biographical Series.) t" 

GREEN * — -Works by John Richard Green, M.A., LL.D. 

HISTORY OF THEaENGLISH PEOPLE. Vo!. I. -Early England- 
Foreign Kings— The Cnarter— The. Parliament. With 8 Coloured Maps. 8vo. 
161. voL li.— The Monarchy. 1461— 1540: The Restoration, 1540—1603. Bvo. 
ids. . Vol. III.— Puritan England,' 1603—1660 ; The Revolution, 1660—1688. 
With 4 Maps. 8vo. 16#. voL IV.— The Revolution, 1683—1760; Modern 
England, 1760—1815. With Maps and Index. 8vo. 161# 

A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE. With Coloured 
Maps, Genealogical Tables, and Chronological Annals, Crown 8vo. 8s. M. 
Eighty-eighth Thousand. • 

STRAY STUDIES FROM ENGLAND AND ITALY. Crown 8vo. 8 1 . id. 
Containing : Lambeth and the Archbishops— The Florence of Dante — Venice and 
Rome— Early History of Oxford— The District Visitor— Capri— Hotels in the 
Clouds— Sketches in Sunshine, &c. 

READINGS FROM ENGLISH HISTORY. Selected and Edited by John 
Richard Green In 'three Parts, Fcap. 8vo. ir. 6 d. each. Part I.— From 
Hengest to Dressy. Part II.— From €ressy to Cromwell. Part III.— From 
Cromwell to Balalclava. 

THE MAKING OF ENGLAND. With Maps. Demy 8vo. i6r. e 

GUEST.— LECTURES ON THE HISTORY T)F ENGLAND. By M. J. 
Guest. With Maps. Crown 8vo. 6 s. 

HAMRRTON.— Works by P. G. Hamkrton:— 

ETCHINGS AND ETCHERS. Third Edition, revised, with Forty-eight new 
Plates. Columbier 8vo. 

THE INTELLECTUAL LIFE With a Portrait of Leonardo da Vinci, etched 
by Leopold Flambng. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. r os. 6 d. 

THOUGHTS ABOUT ART. New Edition, revised, with an Introduction. 
Crown 8 vo. 8 s. 6 d. 

HEINE.— A TRIP TO THE BROCKEN. By Heinrich Heine. TroniUted 
by R. McLintock. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6 <L 

HELLENIC STUDIES— JOURNAL OF. Bvo. Part, 1. and II., eon- 

stituting Vol I. with 4to. Atlas of Illustrations, 30X. Vol. II., with 4to. 
Atlas of Illustrations, 301., or in Two Pans, 151. each. VoL III., Part with . 
4 to. Atlas of Illustrations, 15 s. 

The Journal will be sold at a reduced price to Libraries wishing to subscribe, but 
official application must in each case be made to the Council. Information on this 
point, and upon the conditions of Membership, may be obtained on application to the 
non. Secretary, Mr. George Macmillan, 99, Bedford Street, Covent Garden. 

HILL.— THE RECORDER OF BIRMINGHAM. A Memoir of Matthew 
Davenport-Hill, with Selections from his Correspondence. By his daughters 
Rosamond and Florence Dayen fort-Hill. With Portrait engraved by C. 
H. Jeers. Syo. i6t. 

HILL.— WHAT WE SAW IN AUSTRALIA. By Romhond and Floumcs 
Hill. Crown 8vo» sot. 64 

HODGSON.— MEMOIR OF REV, FRANCIS HODGSON. B.D*. Scholar. 
Poet, uA Divine. By his eon, the Rev, James T\ Hodgson, M.A. Containing 
numerous Lattftts from Lord Byron sm others. With Permit engraved by 
Jseni. Two vols. Crown Bvo. 18 A 
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H$LB.— A«GENBAI.OGICAL STEMMA OP THE KINGS OP ENGLAND 
AND FRANCE. By the Rev. C. Hous, M.A., Trintiy CoBen. CuebrUn. 
• On Sheet, is. 4 

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY. Compiled and Arranged by 
the Rev. Charles Hols, M.A. Second Edition. i8mo. 41. 6 d. 

HOLIDAY RAMBLE3 BY A WIPE WITH HER HUS* 

BAND. — Ke published from the S/<c talar, *New and Cheaper Edition. 
Oown 8 vo. 6t, 

HOOKER AND BALL.— MOROCCO AND THE GREAT ATLAS: 
Journal of a Tom in. By Sir D. Hooker, K.CS.I., C.R. F.R.S., 

4c- and John Pall. F.R.S, W»th an Appendix, including a Sketch of the 
Geology of MofOco^byG. Maw, FL.S., F.<5.S. With Illustration, and Map. 
8 vo. |M. 

HOUSE OF LORDS.— fifty YEARS OF THE HOUSE Of LORDS. 

Reprinted from Tht Pall Mall Cauttt, Crown 8vo. 11. (*L 

HOZIER (H. M.)— Work* by Captain Henry M. Ho*ike, late Assistant 
Military Secretary to Lord Napier of MagdaU : — 

THE SEVEN WEEKS* WAR; lt» Antecedent* and Incident*. New and 
Cheaper Edition. With New Preface, Map*, and Plan*. Crown 8vo. 61. 

THE JNVASIONS OF ENGLANty a HUtory of the Past, with Lcesona for 
the Fibre. Two Voi*. 8vo. a8r. 

HlJBNER. — A RAMBLE ROUND THE WORLD IN 187*. By M. Ln 
Baron HOunrr, formerly Amb^iwdor and Minister* Translated by Laiiv 
Herbert. New and Cheaper Edition. With numeroui Illuairallon*. Crown 
8vo. 6s. 

HUGHES.— Works by Thomas Hughes, Q.C, Author of M Tom Brown's 
School Days.** 

MEMOIR OF A BROTHER. With Portrait of Georg* Hughes, after Watt*. 

Engraved by J**n*. Sixth Edition. Crown Bvo. 5* 

ALFRED THE GREAT. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

MEMOIR OF DANIEL MACMILLAN. With Portrait after L>w*« Dickinson, 
Engraved by Jeens. Fourth Thou*and. Crown 8 vo. 4s. 6d. 

RUGBY, TEN N ESSE. Being some account of «b* Settlement (bundwloo the 
Cumberland Plateau by the Board of Aid to Land Ownership. With ****** 
on the Soil* of the Plateau by the Hon. F. W. KiLUt snaw , A.M., Ph.1)., 
Conunkeiooer for Agriculture for the State of Tenenee. Crown 8vo* 4#. M 

HUNT.— HISTORY OF ITALY. By the Rev. W. Hunt, M*A. Being the 
Fourth Volume of the Historical Course tor School*. Edited by Edward A. 
Freeman, D.C.L, iSmo. 

HUTTON.— ESSAYS THEOLOGICAL AND LITERARY. By R. IL 
Hutton, M.A# Cheaper issue, a vob 8vo. tftr. 

CoxTKirre or Vol. I. The mool ngnUctne* of A> M.m- Ttw AllwUt k E «- 
pUflUton of Religion— Science and Theism— Popular Psftbeiim— What n Revel** 

Saot-Oni<£n%vid*nM>i Popito yd ^ rol i^A 1 . t, i! 

A OMiwn» or Voi. II. i-Gotth* uA hfa lnfaj^Ww^wtb ud M«Owto 


, jPbttfcnlM 

—Arthur Hugh 
Hawthorn* 
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1NGLIS (JAMES) (“ MAORI ”).-Worktby Jahu Incus*' Maori “)#- 

OUR AUSTRLIAN COUSINS. 8vo. 

SPORT A»ft) WORK ON THE NEPAUL FRONTIER; or. Twelve Yeerf 
Sporting Reminitcenoei of an Indigo Planter. By “ Maori." With Illiutra* 
tions. 8vo. 14*. 

IONIA.— the ANTIQUITIES OF IONIA, see under Dilettanti Society's 
Publications. c 

IRVING.— THE ANNALS OF OUR TIME. A Dinmai of Events Soda! 

' and Political* Home and Foreign, from the Accession of Queen Victoria to the 
Peace of Versailles. By Joseph Irving. New Edition, revised. 8vo. half- 
bound. 18*. r> 

ANNALS OF OUR TIME. Supplement. From Feb. 98* 1871, to March 19. 
1874. 8vo. 4 s.6d. ANNALS OF OUR TIME. Second Supplement. From 
March, 1874, to the Occupation of Cyprus. 8vo. 4 s. 6d. 

JAMES (Sir. W. M.).— THE BRITISH IN INDIA. By the late Right 
Hon. Sir William Milbournb James, Lord Justice of Appeal. Edited by 
his Daughter, Mary J. Sams Schwa be. Demy 8vo. 12s. id. 

JAMES.— FRENCH POETS AND NOVELISTS. By Hemrv Jam** Jun. 
Crown 8vo. &r. 6 d. 

Contents:— Alfred de Musset: Thdophile Gautier; Baudelaire*, Honord de 

Balsac; George Sand ; The Two Ampferes ; ^furgdnieff, &c. 

JEBB. — MODERN GREECE. Two Lectures delivered before Ae Philo- 
sophical Institution of Edinburgh. With papers on “The Progress of Greece,’* 
and “Byron in Greece.’* By R. C. Jehr, M.A., LL.I). Edin. Professor of 
Greek in the University of Glasgow. CroVn 8vo. 5/. 

JOHNSON’S LIVES OF THE POETS.— The Six Chief Lives 

—Milton, Dryden, Swift, Addison, Pope, Gray. With Macaulay’s “Life of 
Johnson. ' Edited, with Preface, by Matthew Arnold. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

JONES.— THE LIFE'S WORK IN IRELAND OF A LANDLORD WHO 
TRIED TO DO HIS DUTY. By W. Bence Jones, of LUsclan. Crown 
8 vo. 6 s. 

KANT*— THE LIFE OF IMMANUEL KANT. By I. H. St uc ken BMC. 
D.D., late Professor in Witten burg College, Ohio. With Portrait. 8vo. 14s 

KANT— MAX MULLER.— CRITIQUE OF PURE REASON BY 
IMMANUEL KANT. In commemoration of the Centenary of its first Publica- 
tion. Translated into English by F. Max MCllbr. With an Historical 
Introduction by Ludwig Not k&. a vols. Demy 8vo.‘ yss. 

KE ARY.— ANNIE KEARY : a Memoir. By Eliza Keary. With a Portrait 
Second Thousand. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

KILLEN.— ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY OF IRELAND, from the 
Earliest Date to the Present Time. By W. D. Killbn. D D , President of 
Assembly's College, Belfast, and Professor of Ecclesiastical History. Two Vols. 
8 vo. 15s, 

KINGSLEY (CHARLES).— Works by the Rev. Charles Kingsley, 


the same Author, ** Theological and Belles Letters Catauo:**.) 

AT LAST: A CHRISTMAS in the WEST INDIES. With nearly Fifty 
Illustrations. New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

THE HOMAN AND THE TEUTON. A Saks of Upturn btfiy 

tK. UMwnity of Cnmp- N«w »nd CWpcr Edition, with Pn&eo by 
Professor Max MDller. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
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KINQ8LEY (CHARLES)— <w,W. 

%LAYS A»D PURITANS, and other Historical Essay*. With Portrait of Sir 
Walter Raleigh. New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6s. > 

•In addition to the Essay mentioned in the title, this volume contains other two— 
one on " Sir Walter RaJeigh and his Time," and one on Froude's " History of 
England/* 

HISTORICAL LECTURES AND ESSAYS. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

SANITARY AND SOCIAL LECTURES AND ASSAYS. Crown 8vo. 6s. 
SCIENTIFIC LECTURES AND ESSAYS. Crown 8vo 6s 
LITERARY AND GENERAL LECTURES. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

KINOSLBY (HENRY).— TALES OP OLD TRAVEL Rs-namtod by 
Henry King^Ley, F.R.C.S. With Eight Illustrations by Huaro. Fifth 
Edition. Crown 8vo. $x. 

LANG* — CYPRUS: Its History, its Present Resource* and Fttlnte Proepects, 
By R. Hamilton Lang, late H.M. Consul for the Island of Cyprus. With Two 
Illustrations and Four Maps. 8vo. 141. 

LAOCOON. — Translated from the Text of Leering, with Preface and Notes by 
the Right Hon. Sir Koiikkt J. Phillimokk, D.C.L. With Photographs. 8vo. 

131 . 


LECTURES ON ART .—Delivered in support of the Society for Protection 
of Ancient Buildings. By Rbgp. Stuart Poor*, Professor W 11. Richmond. 
E. J/lPoYNTRR, RA, J. To MirKLRTHWAlTX, and WlLLtAM MORRIS. ClOWn 
8vo. 41. &£ * 

LEONARDO DA VINCI AND HIS WORKS. -Consisting of a 

Life of Leonardo Da Vinci, by Mr*. Oiarlk* W. Hhaton, Author of “Albrecht 
DUrer of Namherg/* &c., an Essay on his Scientific and* Literary Works, by 
Charles Christopher Black, M.A., and an account of his more important 
Paintings and Drawings. Illustrated with Permanent Photographs. Royal 8vo., 
doth, extra gilt. 31 s. 6<f. 


LETHBRIDGE*— A SHORT MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF 
INDIA, with an account of INDIA AS IT IS. The Soil, Climate, and Pro- 
ductions; the People— their Races. Religions, Public Works, and Industrie* J 
the Ovil Services and System of Administration. By Roper LRTHftRino*. M.A., 
C.I.E., Press Commissioner with the (iovernment of India, late Scholar of Exeter 
College. &c. Ac. With Map*. Crown 8vo. $s. 


LIECHTENSTEIN.— HOLLAND HOUSE. By Princess Mari* Uich- 
tsnstsiis. With Five Steel Engravings by C* H. IitRNS, after paintings by 
Watts and other celebrated Artists, and numerous Illustrations drown by Pro- 
fessor P. H. Delamotte* and enirraved on Wood by J. D. OorRR, W. Palmer. 
and Jbwitt A Co., about 40 iflustralions by the Woodbury-type procesa, ami 
India Proofs of the Steel Engravings. Two vols. Medium 410., Half morocco 
elegant. 41 4 s. 


LLOVD.— THE ACE OF PERICLES, A History of the Am and Politic* of 
Greece from the Persian to the Peloponnesian War. By W. Wat*i#» Luno. 
Two Voti. 8 vo. in. 


LOCH ET1VR AND THE SONS OP UISNACH.-Wiih 

Illustrations. Svo. >41. 

LOPTIE.— A RIDE IN EGYPT FROM SIOOT TO LUXOR. IN tim 
with Notes on the Present State and Ancient History of the Nile Vatt*n*jd 
aome account of the various ways of making the voyage out and home. By the 
Rev. W. J. Lorrit, B.A. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. to# 6*. 
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LUBBOCK.— Works by Sir John Lubbock, Bart., M.P., D.CL., F,R.S. 

ADDRESSES. POLITICAL AND EDUCATIONAL. 8vo. *s.6d. £ 

FIFTY YEARS OF SCIENCE. Being the address delivered at York to the- 
British Association, August, 188s. 8vo. ai. 6 d, 

MACDONELL.— FRANCE SINCE THE FIRST EMPIRE. By James 
Macdonell. Edited with Preface by his Wife. Crown 8vo. 6*. 

MACARTHUR.— HISTORY OF SCOTLAND. By Makgamt Mac- 
ARTHUR. Being the T^yrd Volume of the Historical Course for Schools, Edited 
by Edward A. Freeman, D.C.L. Second Edition. x8mo. ar. 

MACMILLAN (REV. HUGH),— For other Works hy Mute Author, 
at Theological and Scientific Catalogues. 

HOLIDAYS ON HIGH LANDS; or, Rambles and H&dents in search of 
Alpine Plants. Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Globe 8vo. 6s. 

MACMILLAN (DANIEL).— MEMOIR OF DANIEL MACMILLAN. 
By Thomas Hughrs, Q.C., Author of “ Tom Brown's Schooldays/* etc. With 
Portrait engraved on Steel by C. H. Jbens, from a Painting by Lowks 
Dickinson. Fourth Thousand. Crown 8vo. 4 s. 6 d. 

MACREADY.— MACREADY'S REMINISCENCES AND SELECTIONS 
FROM HIS DIARIES AND LETTERS. Edited by Sir F. Pollock, But., 
one of his Executors. With Four Portraits engraved by Jbbns. New and 
Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 7 s. 6 d. 

MAHAFFY.— Work, by tb« R«v. J. P. Mahaffy, M.A., FdW of Trinity 
College, Dublin *■ 

SOCIAL LIFE IN GREECE FROM HOMER TO MENANDER. Fourth 
Edition, revised and enlarged, with a new chapter on Greek Art Crown 8vo. 

pv. 

RAMBLES AND STUDIES IN GREECE. With llkatrations. New and 
enlarged Edition, with Map and Illustrations. Crown tvo. iot, 6d. 

MARQARY.— THE JOURNEY OF AUGUSTUS RAYMOND MAR- 
GARY FROM SHANGHAE TO HHAMO AND BACK TO MANWYNE. 
From his Journals and Letters, with a brief Biographical Preface, a concluding 
chapter by Sir Rutherford A l cock, K.C.B., and a Steel Portrait engraved By 
Jbbns, and Map. 8vo. ior. 6d. 

MARKHAM.— NORTHWARD HO ! By Captain Albert U. Markham, 
R.N., Author of “ The Great Froxen Sea," & c. Including a narrative of Captain 
Phipps's Expedition, by a Midshipman. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. tor. 6d. 

MARTIN.— THE HISTORY OF LLOYD'S, AND OF MARINE IN- 
SURANCE IN GREAT BRITAIN. With an Appendix containing Statistics 
relating to Marine Insurance. By Frederick Martin, Author of "The 
Statesman's Year Book." 8vo. 141. 


MARTINEAU.— BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES, 180-75* By Harriet 
Martineau. With Four Additional Sketches, and Autobiojp’aphical Sketch. 
Fifth Edition. Crown 8 vo. 6s. (Biographical Series.) 


M ABBON (DAVID).— For otheftPorks by same Author, u* Philosofhical 
and Belles Lettres Catalogue. 

CHATTERTON; A Story of the Year 177a By David Massom, LLD.. 
Professor of Rhetoric and English Literature in the University of EdSnfaftfgh. 
Gown 8vo. $t. 

THE THREE DEVILS: Luther's, Goethe's, and Milton’s; and cebw Essays. 
Crown 8 vo. '5#. 

WORDSWORTH, SHELLEY, AND KEATS; and other Essays. Grown 8vo. 
$»• 
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MATH* WS.-^LIFE OF CHARLES J. MATHEWS, ChMy 

graphical." With Selections front hit Correspondence and Sp e eches . Edited by 
, Charles Dicxkns. Two Volt. 8vo. >y. # 

I^AURICE.— THE FRIENDSHIP OF BOOKS; AND OTHER I.KC- 
TURF.S. By the Re*. K. I). Maurice. Edited with Preface, by Thomas 
Hughes, Q C. Crown 8vo. tor. 


MAXWELL,— PROFESSOR CLERK MAXWELL, a LIFE OF. With a 
Selection from his Correspondence and Occasional Writing*. and a Sketch of bis 
Contributions to Science. By LEWIS CAMPBELL, M.X, LL I)., Profess* of 
Greek in the University of St, Andrews, and Professor WILLIAM GARNETT. 
M. A , late Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge, Ac. With Three Portraits 
engraved on Stet||^ Coloured Plates, Illustrations, Ac. 8vo. t8t. 


MAYOR (J. E. B.)— WORKS edited hy John E. B. Mayor. M.A., Kowedy 
Professor of Latin at Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE IN THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. Part II. Auto- 
biography of Matthew Robinson. Fcap. 8vo. 5/. 6 d 
' LIFE OF BISHOP BEDELL. By hi* Son. Fcap. Ira. jt. <W. 

MELBOURNE.— MEMOIRS OF THE RT. HON. WILLIAM. SECOND 
VISCOUNT MELBOURNE. By W. M. Torrkn*. M.P. With Portrait 
after Sir T. Lawrence. Second Edition. Two Vols. 8vo. j»f. 


MENDEL8SOHN. — LETTERS AND RECOLLECTIONS. By Fmoi- 
wand Hii.ifr. Translated by M* K. Von Gi.khn. With Portrait from a 
Dravftig by Karl MUllbr, never before published. Second Edition. Crown 
8vo. 7 1. 6 a. • 

MEREWETHER.— BY SEA AND BY LAND. Being a Trio tbrouth 

Egypt, India, Ceylon, Australia, New Zealand, and America— All Round the 
World. By Hknry Alwortm Merewbtmer, one of Her Majesty a Counsel. 
Crowrt 8vo. 8r.1W. 

MICHAEL ANGELO BUONAROTTI ; Sculptor, Palmer, Archi- 
tect. The Story of hi* Life and labour*. By C. C. Black. M A. Wunraied 
^ by so Permanent Photographs. Royal 8vo. cloth elegant, jif 6 d. 

MICHELET.— A SUMMARY OF MODERN HISTORY. Translated 
from the French of M. Michklet, and continued to the present time by M. C. M, 
Simmon. Globe 8vo. 4** &/. 


MILLET.— JEAN FRANCOIS MILLET; Peasant and Painter. Tran#, 
lated from the French of Alfred SknsirR. With numerous Illustration* 
Globe 410. 1 6t. 

MILTON.— LIFE OF JOHN MILTON. Narrated In connection with the 
Political, Ecclesiastical, and Uterary History of his time. By David Masson, 
M.A., LL. 1)., Profeswer of Rlietonc and English Literature in the Vwrersity 
of Edinburgh. With Portrait*. Vol. I. New and Revised Edition. 


8vo. tie. Vol If* 1638—1643. 8vo. t(* 


'III. 1641—1649* *vo. il#. 

VoU. IV.andV. .6*9— W 5* Vol. VI. 

Thi.wwki.no. only a Biography, bu**|w « .oouumjowPolUiad, kcdwMKUt. 

and Lilcnuy Hirtory of England through Milton < whow tuna. 

MITFORD (A. B.J-TALF.8 OF OI.D JAPAN. By A. ftMinw 
Second Semtary to th* BritUh Ugrtion in Jaiwn. Wah 
trs turns, drawn and o»t on Wood by Japanese Artiste. New and Cheaper 
Edition. Grown 8vo. 6r. 

MONTBIRO.— ANGOLA AND THE RIVER CONGO. By Joaomm 
Month** With nunMTow Ulartnoiom from Skatth*, takaa 0« th* «**, and 
"Map. Two Vot*. Crown Ira au. 
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ROUTLEDQE.— CHAPTERS IN fHE HISTORY OP POPULAR 
PROGRESS^ IN ENGLAND, chiefly in Relation to the freedom or the 
Pree* aflri Trini ty Jury, 1660—1820. With application to later years. By Ji 
Rowtlbdce. 8 vo. idr. ■ 09 

RUMFORD.— COUNT RUMFORD'S COMPLETE 


WORKS, with 

. ana noacesoi ms uauimter. «v geobck ki.ms. 

4* x 4 f * 

RUSSELL,— NEW ^riEWS ON 
GRIEVANCES AND REMEDIES. 

Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 2#. 6 d. 

SCHILLER.— A LIFE OF SCHILLER, fey Professor DOntzsr. Trans- 
lated by P, E. Pinkerton. With Illustrations. CrownfVo. [Just ready. 


Memou\and Notices of his Daughter. By George Ellis. Five Volt. 8vo. 

IRELAND, OR IRISH LAND 
By Charles Russell, Q.C, M.P. 


SEELEY (PROFESSOR).— LECTURES AND ESSAYS. By J. R. 
Skklky, M.A., Professor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge. 
8vo. xo s. 6 d. 

Contents Roman Imperialism: z. The Great Roman Revolution: 2. The 
Proximate Cause of the Fall of the Roman Empire ; The Later. Empire.— Milton's 
Political Opinions— Milton’s Poetry— Elementary Principles in Art— Liberal Educa- 
tion in Universities— English in Schools— The Church as a Teacher of Morality— The 
Teaching of Politics : an Inaugural Lecture delivered at Cambridge. 

8HBLBURNE. — LIFE Of WILLIAM, EARL OF SHELBURNE, 
AFTERWARDS FIRST MARQUIS OF LANDSDOWNE. With Extract, 
from his Papers and Correspondent# By Lord Edmond Fitzmouricb. In 
Three Volt. 8vo. Vol. I. 1737—1766, iu.; Vpl. II. 1766—1776, iw. ; Vol. 
III. 1776—1805. 161. 

SIBSON.— COLLECTED WORKS OF FRANCIS SIBSON, M.D., Lond., 
Fellow of the Royal Society, Honorary M.D. Trinity College, Dublin, and 
D.C.L. Durham, Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, &c. Edited by 
William M. Ord, M.D. With Illustrations. Four Volumes. 8vo. 3/. 31. 

SIME.— HISTORY OF GERMANY. By Tames Si me, M.A. >8mo. y. 
Being Vol. V. of. the Historical Course for Schools. Edited by Edward A, 
Freeman, D.C.L. 

SMITH (GOLDWIN). — THRJiE ENGLISH STATESMEN. A Course 
of Lectures on the Political History of England. By Goldwin Smith, M.A., 
D.C.L. New Edition. Crown 8voi 5 s. 

SPINOZA.— SPINOZA : A Study of. By James Martineau, LL.D., D.D., 
Principal of Manchester New College, London. With Portrait. Crown 8vo. 6*. 

SQUIBR. — PERU: INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL AND EXPLORATION 
IN THE LAND OF THE INCAS. By E. G. Squier, M.A., F.S.A., 
late U-S. Commissioner to Peru. With 300 Illustrations. Second Edition. 
8vo. ait. 

ST, ANSELM. — By the Very Rev. R. W, Church, M.A.»Dcaa of St. Paul’s. 
New Edition. Crown 8vo. 6t. (Biographical Series.) 

STATHAM.— BLACKS, BOERS, AND BRITISH: A Three-Cornered 
Problem. By F. R. Statham. Crown 8vo. 6u. • 

STBVEN SON.— HOUSE ARCHITECTURE. By J. J. Stevenson, 
Fellow of the Royal Institution of British Architects. With numerous Illustra- 
tion*.^ Royal 8vo. aVols. 181. each. Vo). 1 . Architecture. Vol II. House 
Planning. 

STRANGFORD.— EGYPTIAN SHRINES AND SYRIAN SEPUI^ 
CHRES, including a Visit to Palmyra. By Emily A. Beaufort (Viscountess 
Strmngfbrd), Author of "The Eastern Shores of the Adriatic" New Edition. 
Crown 8vo. 7#. (xL 
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TAIT.— AN ANALYSIS Of ENGLISH HISTORY. based Ml Gteen*. 

* Short History of the EngHth People.” By C. W. A. Tait, M^L/AmRum 
\ • Muter, Clifton College. Crown 8vo. p. W 

TAIT.— CATHARINE AND CRAUFURD TAIT, WIFE AND SON OF 
ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL, ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY: « 
Memoir, Edited, At the request of the Archbishop, by the Rev. W. Bknmau. 
B.D„ Rector of St. Edmund shelving and St. Nt^qpM Aeons, One of the Six 
PreAchers of Canterbury Cathedral. With Two Portrait* engraved by Jaws. 
New And Chonper Edition. Crown too. fir. (Biographical Series.)' 

Abridged Edition. Crown Ivo. u. fid 

TERESA.— THE LIFE OF ST. TERESA. By Maria Tkrmcn. With 
Portrait engravoflrby Jkkms. Crown 8vo, cloth extra. 8*. W. 

THOMAS.— THE LIFE OF JOHN THOMAS, Surgeon of the "Karl of 
Oxford" East India man, and First Baptist Missionary to Bengal. ByC. B. 
Lswts, Baptist Missionary. 6vo. 1 or. 6a. 

THOMPSON.— A HANDBOOK TO THE PUBLIC PICTURE OAL 
LEK 1 ES OF EUROPE. With a Brief Sketch of the History of the various 
Schools of painting. From the Thirteen* h Century to the Eighteenth inclusive. 
By Kate Thompson. Third Edition. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. ft. fid. 

THOMPSON.— HISTORY OF ENGLAND. By Edith Tnoitraoit. 
Being Vol. II. of the Historical Course for Schools, Edited by Edward A. 
Frkrman, D.C.L. New Edition, rgyised and enlarged, with Coloured Maps. 
x8mo. <%i. 6 </. 

THROUGH THE ftANKS TO A COMMISSION.— New 

and Popular Edition. Crown 8 vo. at. 6d. 

TODHUNTER.— THE CONFLICT of STUDIES; AND OTHER 
ESSAYS ON SUBJECTS CONKCrED WITH EDUCATION. By Isaac 
Todhvntkr, M.A., F.R.S., late Fellow and Principal Mathematical Lecturer 
of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 8vo. tot. td. 

TRENCH (ARCHBISHOP).— For other Work* by the same Author, 
set Theological and Bellas Letts ls Catalogues, and page •* « «“■ 
Catalogue. 

GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS IN GERMANY, and other Lectures on the Thirty 
Years* War. Second Edition, revised and enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 41. 
PLUTARCH, HIS LIFE, HIS LIVES, AND HIS MORALS* Kivu Lac* 
lures. Second Edition, enlarged. Fcap. 8vo. 31 6d. 

LECTURES ON MEDIEVAL CHURCH HISTORY, Being the substance 
of Lectures delivered in Queen's College, London. Second Editio n* revised. 
8 vo. m. • 

AN ESSAY ON THE LIFE AND GENIUS OF CALDERON. With 
Translations from his ’* Life's a Dream** and " Great Theatre of the World. 
Second Edition, revised and improved. Fcap. 8vo. y. 

TRENCH (MRS. R.).— REMAINS OF TH* LATE MRS RICHARD 
TRENCH. Being Selections from her Journal*, Letters, end other Paper*. 
Edited by Aachbishop Trench. New and Cheeper Issue* with Portrait. 8vo. 
6a . 

TREVELYAN.— THE IRISH CRISTS. Being a Narrative of the^ Measures 
for the Relief of the Distress caused by the Grew Irish Famine of *848-7. By 
Sir CffAAUB Travalyax, Bart., K.CB. 8vo. ai 6d. 

TROLLOPE. -A HISTORY OF TH» OOMMONWJWtTH OV 
FLORENCE FROM THE EARLIEST INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
COMMUNE TO THE FALL OF THE REPUBLIC IN »8a«. By 1 . 
Adoumus Trolloml 4 VoL. 8vo. Cloth, »«#. 
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TYLOR.— ANTHROPOLOGY : an Inti&tcdon to tht Studp of Man#nd 
ClfUtaUon. By E. B. Tylou, D.C.L., F.R.S. With Illurtnuioia. CRwa 
8vo. ?r 0 Sd. 0 | 

UPPINGHAM BY THE SEA.— a NARRATIVE OF THEYEAR 
ATBORTK. ByJ. H.S. Crown 8ro. 3 t. 6 d. 

VICTOR EMMANUEL II., FIRST KING OF ITALY. 

By 0. S. Go Die in. No* Edition. Crown 8ro. 6 s. (Biographical Series.) 

WALLACE.— THE MALAY ARCHIPELAGO: the Land of the Orang 
Utim and the Bird of Paradise. By Alfred. Russel Wallace. A Narra- 
tive of Travel with Studies of Man and^ Nature. With Maps and numerous 
Illustrations. Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo. 7*. id. q 

WARD.— A HISTORY OF ENGLISH DRAMATIC LITERATURE TO 
THE DEATH OF QUEEN ANNE'. By A. W. Ward, M.A., Professor of 
History end English Literature in Owens College, Manchester. * Pwo Vole. 
8vo. 3 as. 

WARD (J.)— EXPERIENCES OF A DIPLOMATIST. Being recoDec- 
lions of Germany founded on Diaries kept during the yean *840— 187a By 
John Ward, C.B., late H.M. Minister-Resident to the Hanse Towns. 8vo. 
ics. 6 d. 


WARD. — ENGLISH POETS. Selections, with Critical Introductions by 
various writers, and a General Introduction by Matthew Arnold. Edited 
by T. H. Ward, M.A. 4 vols. Crown 8vo. 7 s. id, each. 

Vol. I. CHAUCER to DONNE. 

Vol. II. BEN JONSON to DRYDEN. 

Vol. IU. ADDISON to BLAKE. . • 

Vol. IV. WORDSWORTH to SYDNEt DOBELL. 


WATBRTON (C.)— WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA. THE 
NORTH-WEST OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE ANTILLES 
IN 1813, 1816, 1830, and 1824. With Original Instructions for the perfect Preser- 
vation of Birds, etc., for Cabinets of Natural History. By Charles Waterton. 
New Edition, edited with Biographical Introduction and Explanatory Index 
by the Rev. J. G. Wood. M.A. With xoo Illustrations. Cheaper Edition. 
Crown 8vo. 6 s. 


WATSON.— A VISIT TO WAZAN, THE SACRED CITY OF MOROCCO. 
By Robkrt Spbnck Watson. With Illustrations. 8vo. 10#. id. 

WfcSLEY.— JOHN WESLEY AND THE EVANGELICAL REACTION 
of the Eighteenth Century. By Julia Wedgwood. Crown 8vo. is. id. 


WHEELER.— A SHORT HISTORY OF INDIA. AND OF THE 
FRONTIER STATES OF AFGHANISTAN, NEPAUL, AND BURMA. 
By J. Talboys Wheeler, late Assistant-Secretary to the Government, of 
India, Foreign Department, and late Secretary to the Government of British 
Burma. With Maps and Tables. Crown $vo. its. 

WHEWELL.— WILLIAM WHEWELL, D.D., Ute Master of Triiritv 
College, Cambridge. An account of his Writings, with Selections frgn his 
literary and Scientific correspondence. By I. TodhOnter, M.A., F.R.S. 
Two VoU. « 8vo. ay. 

WHITB.-VTHE NATURAL HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF SEL. 
BORNE. By Gilbert White. Edited, with Memoir and Notes, by FRane 
Buck land, A Chapter on Antiquities by Lord Selbornb, and numerous H 
lustrations by B. H. Dklamotts. New and Cheaper Edition. Crown evo. 8 ^ 
Also a Large Paper Editions containing, in addition to the above, upwards* 
Thirty Woodbuiytype Illustrations from Drawings by Prof. Delahott* Two 
Fob. 4to. Half morocco, elegant. * 1 . it. 
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WILSON. — A MEMOIR OF*GEORG£ WILSON, M.D., F.R.S.B.. Regina 
^Professor of Technology in ( 1 m Univtnity of Edinburgh. By Ut StfTt*. Mow 
% Edition. Grown 8vo. 6r. f% 

WILSON (DANIEL, LL.D.)— Work* by Dam*,. Wiuw>*, LL.D., 

Professor of History and English Literature in University College, Toronto 
PREHISTORIC ANNALS OF SCOTLAND. New Edition, with numerous 
Illustrations. Two Vote. Demy 8vo. 36s. 

PREHISTORIC MAN : Researches into the Ori|Ut of Civilisation in the Old 
and New World. New Edition, revised and enlarged throughout, with numerous 
Illustrations and Two Coloured Plates. Two VoU. 8vo. 36 /. 
CHATTERTON : A Biographical Study. Crown 8vo. 6s. <W. 

YOE.— THE BURMAN: His Life and Notions. By Shway Yon. Two Volt. 
Crown 8 vo. 9*. 

YON(?E (CHARLOTTE M.)— Works by Ckaelotto M. Yongc, 
Author of the “ Heir of Redclyffe,'* Ac. Ac. 

A PARALLEL HISTORY OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND: Consisting of 
Outlines and Dates. Oblong 4(0. y. 6 tf. 

CAMEOS FROM ENGLISH HISTORY. From Rollo to Edward II. Extra 
Feap. 8vo. Third Edition. 5 s. 

Sxcond Skhils, THE WARS IN FRANCE. Extra fcap. 8vo. Third 
Edition. p. 


Thiri^Gkuiks THE WARS OF Tf!K ROSES. Extra fcap. 8vo. y. 
Fourth Skriks REFORMATION TIMES. Extra fcap. 8vo y. 
HISTORY OF FRANCE. Ma^ t8mo. y U 
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POLITICS, POLITICAL AND SOCIAL ECONOmV, 
•LAW, AND KINDRED SUBJECT8. 

ANGLO-SAXON LAW.— ESSAYS IN. Contents: t>w Coma-Land 
and Family Laws and Legal Procedure generally. With Select cases. 
Medium 8vo. r8r. 

ARNOLD.— THE ROMAN SYSTEM OF PROVINCIAL ADMINIS. 
TRATION TO THE ACCESSION OF CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 
Being the Arnold Prise Essay for 1879. By W. T. Arnold, B.A. Crown 
8 vo. 61. ^ 

BALL.— THE STUDENT'S GUIDE TO THE BAR. By Walter W. 
Ball, M.A., of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. Crown 8vo. a/. 6d. 

BERN ARD.— FOUR LECTURES ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH 
DIPLOMACY. By Montague Bernard, m. A., Chichele Professor of 
International Law and Diplomacy, Oxford. 8vo. 9 s. 

BIGELOW.— HISTORY OF PROCEDURE IN ENGLAND. FROM 
THE NORMAN CONQUEST. The Norman Period, lotf-iso*. By 
Melville Madison Bigrlow, Ph.D., Harvard University. 8vo. t6t. 

BRIGHT (JOHN, M.p.).— Works by the Right Hon. John Bright, 
M.P. 1 t ■ 

SPEECHES ON QUESTIONS OF PUBLIC POLICY. Edited by Professor 
Thorold Rogers, M.P. Author’s Popular Edition. Globe 8vo. 31. 6 d. 

LIBRARY EDITION. TwoVols. 8vo. ‘With Portrait. a5 x. 

PUBLIC ADDRESSES. Edited by J. Thorold Rogbrs, M.P. 8vo. 14* 

BU CKN ILL. — Works by J. C. Bucknill, M.D., F.R.S., late Lord Chan, 
cellor’s Visitor of Lunatics 

HABITUAL DRUNKENNESS AND INSANE DRUNKARDS. Crown 8vo. 

u. 6d. 

THE CARE OF THE INSANE, AND THEIR LEGAL CONTROL. Crown 
8 vo. 3*. && 

CAIRN ES. —Works by J. E. Catrnes, M. A., Emeritus Professor of Political 
Economy in University College, London 
POLITICAL ESSAYS. 8vo. ror. 6J. 

THE CHARACTER AND LOGICAL METHOD OF POLITICAL ECO* 
NOMY. New Edition, enlarged. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

COBDEN (RICH ARD).— SPEECHES ON QUESTIONS OF PUBLIC 
POLICY. By Richard Cobdbn. Edited by the Right Hon John Bright, 
M.P., and J. E. Thorold Rogers, M.P. Popular Edition. 8vo. &.6d. 

COSSA.— GUIDE TO THE STUDY OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. By 
Dr. Luiot Coma, Professor 0 f Political Economy in the University of Pavia. 
Translated from the Second Italian Edition. With a Preface by W. Stanley 
Jrvons, F.R.S. Crown Bvo. 4* W- 

FAWCETT.— Works by Right Hon. Henry Fawcett, M.A., M.P.. F.R.S.. . 
Fellow of Trinity Hail, and Professor of Political Economy in the University 
if Cambri dge:— 

THE ECONOMIC POSITION OF THE BRITISH LABOURER.. Extra 
tmfetvo. s*. 



WORKS IN POLITICS, ETC 


43 


FAWCETT-™, ,wrf. * 

MANUAL OF POLITICAL ECONOMY. Fifth Edition, with Now dupten 
I • on the Depredation of Silver, etc. Crown Svo. i». * 

PAUPERISM: ITS CAUSES AND REMEDIES. Crown Svo. y. U 

SPEECHES OH SOME CURRENT POLITICAL QUESTIONS. Svo. 
tor. 6 d, 

FREE TRADE AND PROTECTION : end Tmpiirt into the Causes which have 
retarded the general adoption of Free Trade since us introduction into England. 
Fourth and Cheaper Edition. Crown 8vo. 3 «. &/. 

INDIAN FINANCE. Three Essays, with Introduction and Appeal!*. Svo. 

V <W. * 
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